
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




y%. 



t' i^' 



*■«■ 



I 

I 



I 



THE 
ISTORY and PROCEEDINGS 

^U^-XOy THE ^ 

oufe of Commons 

FROM THE 

restoration 
prese^nt'time. 

C ON T A I N I N G 
The moft remarlcablc Motions^ Sp higher, Re- ' 
SOLVES, Ri PORTS and Cokferences to be 
met with in that Interval ; 

A S A L S O 
The moft exaft Estimates of the Charge of Govemofitnt j 
State of the Public Revenue ; the Rife and Growth of 
the National Debt, Expence of the War^ Proceed^ 
jjip on Ways and Means, Speeches and Messagis 
from the Throne^ Addresser and Remonstrance^ 
alfo the Numbers Pro and Con upon every Divjfion, t^f. 

M^y of which Curious Particulars were never before prmccd* 

Colleded from the beft AtJTHORiTjEs^ 

Compared with the Journals of the House i 

And flluftrated with a great Variety of Historical mi 
Explanatory Notes, 

Together with a large APPENDIX, 

CONTAINING^ 
£xa£t Lists of every Parliament, the Names of the 
Speakers^ their feveral Post^ under the Government ; 
and other valuable. Supplemental Pieces. 

VOL. XL 

LONDON, 

frmcd for R ten a k d Cii a n i>l b r , aiid fold a: the Sli^ without 
Ti/fiflcBar^ and at ?iri and Sc&rk^-ojti^. ^74'* 




•81^ <6|f> <t^ «||& *!!* ^f» *si^ ^^ t^^ i^iai ^ 

CONTENTS 

O F TH E 

SIXTH VOLUME. 



Cmtinuatwn of the FiFTB Session o/fS^ Secmd Par- 
liament 0/ iC% G EORGE the SecQnd, 

DEBATE on the Cooventiofi ■ J*age 1 

Mr, Horauo Walpole'^ Motion for an Addtefs of 

Thanks ^— 10 

The faid Addrefs agreed to - . - 45 

Sir Wjlliara Wynd ham's Alotion on the Report to re- 

comtiiit the Befolution for the faid Addrefi — — ibid. 

pjvfiion thcfeon - - - _, 68 

Sir Wm^Wyndhain's Speech on taking leave of theHoufe/^fV, 

Sir Robert Walpoic's Remarks thereon 69 

Pfi>ccedings on the Petition relating to iht Eitpon^tion of 

Wool — > 70 

proceedings on the Sugar-Bill ^ _ 7^ 

The King's Meflage for making ProviHon for his younger 

Child ren » — ^ .^^^ gl 

The Speech at the Clole of the Seffion S6 

S^XTH Session &f the S^cmd Parilammt of King 
G EORGE the Secmd. 



\ 



Hi» Maiefty's Speech 10 boih Houfes 
Conamons Addrefs 
X>ebate the icon — 



— 88 

. 90 

91 



Ml, PoUency brings in a Bill for the Eneouragement of 

Seamen^ and Debate thereon 
The BO I read a firft I ime 



Certain Speeches thereon* never prjnced before 
Debate on raifing a Body of Marines . 

Divifions tsxi the Queilion 



103 

- H9 

^ 11% 

' »9S 
Three Motions tn^de tor ccrtnin Papers, with the W\n* 

ilons thereon ■ — I96 

Froceediftgi on the Scr\rices, E lit mates, bV. of the Year iM, 

RoyalAflVnt given to fa*cral Afts .^^..„,^^ « 19^ 

Proceedings im the Supply - ^ . 200 

The DJs^ifton on ihc Plymouth Ekaion 201 

Farther Proceed mg» on the Supply ^ laz 

Debate on the Pljce-BiU ^ — - jW. 

• Divifion 



^te 



C O N T E NT S. 

Divifipn on the Queilioo • ■ » 246 

Debate on a Motion for a Call of the Houfe - ibiJ, 

Order thereon > ■ > ^ ' ■ 264 

rroccedings on the Supply ■ 265 

Biil for regiftering fea-faring Perfons b^-ought in, and De- 
bate thereon ■ ^ . , ,, . , , ibid. 

The fjiid Bill ordered to be printed 280 

A Motion relating to Men of War built in private Yards 

over-ruled — — _ ibid, 

I»'arther Proceedings on the Supply ^. 281 

Sir Robert Walpole deliyers a Mcffige from his Majelly, 

and Debate thereon, never before primed — 282 

Farther Proceedings on the Supply ■ . — 295 

The Bill for rcgillering fea-faring Perfons rejcfted ■» 27 
Two Divifions on Mr. Corbet's having accepted a Place, 

and a Motion for an Enquiry what new Offices have 

been created fince 1705 ■ ibid, 

Mr.Pulteney'j Motion for all thePowers, Inllra£lions, ^c, 

reiacing to the- Convention, srid the Debate thereon — 29 S 
Madam Wallmoden naturalized m , — 315 

Ordinary of the Navy provided for > ■ >■ »— ibid. 

A Motion relating to the Mifapplication of public Money 

over ru'ed i— * - ibid. 

A Mfflage from the King for a Portion for the Princefs 

Mary , ■ -— ■ 316 

Penficn-3ill paflld 318 

Farther Proceedings on the^upply • — — ibid. 

Bill for lecuring the Freedom of Parliament dropt — 319 
Addrtl's on the taking Porto-Bello — — ■ » 320 

Kiiig'"^ Arfvver ■ ' ■ ■ ibid. 

Royii AiTent f^ivcn to feyeral Ads _— — — -■ - 321 

Vo:e: rekiing to Proccdicns ■ ■ ■■ ■ ■■■ - i^id. 

A i\icticn fur a Lilt ot Cruizers over-ru'ed — — 322 
Addrcfs for a proper Numbz^r of Cruizcrs, and the King's 

Anl'wer .,. ■■ — . ibid, 

A Ccnfjrencc with the Lords on the Bill fqr prohibiting 

Commerce with Spiin i - ■ 325 

Addiefs rtlaiiig to the American Currency — — 32.; 
rioii^c a(^.journ\J on a rJifguft conceived ag«infl the Lords 326 
Royai Alient given to fieveral Ads. and King's Speech 327 
DcL'-Lf on Mr. Puitency's Motion for Letters, and Inllruc- 

tion ^iven to the Governors of the Plantations ■ 329 

pebatc ca Mr. Waller's Motion for Copies of Letters 

end Inl^rudions given to Mr. Keenc relating to the 

Convention — — > — ~~. 360 

X.crd G.'ige's Speech againft the Augmentation of the 

forces — .. ^ ■■ ■ ■> jSj^- 






SPEECHES 



AND 



DEBATES 



IN THE 



Hotife of Commons^ 



DURING 

Fifth Scflion of 
Parliament of Great 



the Eighth 
Britain. 



March 6, 1738-9. 



W FTf** HE Day appointed for taking the Convfntbn Annon G-'^. 

■ I into Coitfideratlon, the Members repaired fo tar ly U. iji'^p. 

■ J^ -^ ^^^ Houfe^ that it was com pu red 400 had V.^-'Y^X^ 
*^ taken their Seats by Eight o'Clock in the Morn- 
ing* The Houfe at Jatl beirg reiblved into a Ccmmutee Merchants 
of the whole Houfe, to take mo their Conflderatfon ^^^ ^he' Conv'^^ 
Cor- venEion between Great Bfltain and Spain, tie following j^^,^ in The 

B^, Weft Jodia Merchants and Plan te/s were heard againfl it. ConaTsictec, 

■ Viai. Roger Drake.Efq? Rowlaad Fry, Efq; Thomas Ben difft, ^^^^ AtelTf^ 
^Eiqi Jumes KsiLght, Efq; and Williara Becldord, tfq; £^^^^' 

■ Thtfe Gentlemen having coramunicatcd to the l^oafc Hc 'jiJh, 
whai they had to offer againll the Convention , feveral Wn- Knrghc, 
nejtsjs were ordered to attend^ and Papers to be read, which B.tktoid, 
took up all that 2nd the fa] luwmg Day. 

Tkurjlday^ Manh S, The Houfc having tg^ln refc Ived The Commit 
^ iticH into the (^tm^ Commirtce, tet rcia:iitJ* 

r Horace Walpole fpoke 10 the following Parpofc: 

* Thtf greit Pami that b?.iT becTi f^ken to inl^Lienc- ^11 Bnraoe Wil- 
^ JRanks and Dcgrets of Men in thi= Natton, n^alnll the litcFi*^^' 
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Meafarcs of his MajeftyV Ad iti in ifi ration j and the Preju- 
dice* which fome Gentlemen even in thii Houfc may ea^ 
tertain againfl chat Meafure which is now under our Con- 
fidcradon, make it necelTary for me to endeavour to remove] 
thefe Prejudice.^ before 1 make that Motion, with which if 
intend tg conclude, 

* I {hall begin, Sir, with this general Obfervation, that] 
Ivhen DifFi^rence^ arlfe between two Nations, an immedidta 
Declaration of War feldom is, and never ought to be, the ' 
firll Rcfolution of either. If thofe DtfFerences proceed from 
any Difpuie about a Matter of Right, Juftice and Hu- — 
manity xeqnire that Endeavoar^ fhoutd be ufed to havefl 
thofe Difpaces dcterniined in a peaceable Way» each Party™ 
making reafonable Conceilions to the other, before Reconrfe 
be had to the deceitful and uncertain Fortune of War; audi 
if they relate to Injuries donc» or Violences committedgj 
the fame Jufllce and Humanity require that Sati^fafiloill 
fhould be afked in an amk:tb]e Manner by the Party of-l 
funded, and peremptortly denied, or unreafouably delayed, 
by the Party offending, before HoUflities are refolved onA 
And this Method of Proceeding h founded not only Dpoul 
the Dictates of Reason and Humanity, but in the CafeT 
between us and Spim upon the pofitive Words of Trea«^| 
ties. 

' But the Expediency and Juflice of this. Sir, are flill 
greater when the iiffronts or Injuries offered proceed only 
from private Subje£ls ; becaufe the Honour of no Nation 
can be injured but by another, by fome public or national A^i 
therefore; when any Injury is done, or Affront given byj 
the Subjedls of one State to thofe of another, the State, 
whofe Subjeds have been injured, ought to apply to thi 
other for Satisfaflion, and ought not to look upon its Ho* 
nour as any way affe£\cd, till thi State, whufc Subjefla 
committed the Violence, has made the A£t its own, by 
refufmg to punifli the TranTgreffors^ or to make Repa*- 
ration for the Damage fuftaioed. 

' Gentlemen I oblcive, in talking Of the Differences be 
tween Spain and us, affe£t to talk a great deal of the HQ^ 
nour of this Nation, I would be as jealous of the Honour 
of this Nation as any Gentleman ; but give me leave to (^y^ 
lijat true Honour ought to be founded upon Juflice and HnJ 
manity. Ambition or Intereft may prompt fome Naticnt 
to make Conquells, and fuch Nations may, and do ofical 
break through this cdabliftied Rule of Jufticc and tfue 
Honour, by laying hold of the moll frivolous Pretence for, 
engaging in War, without any previous Application for aB 
Accommodation. But as it U not the InteTcfl of thi: 
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N^iuon to make Conquers, and as, I hope, our A mb ft) on Anno la Gca 
win never provoke us to aft contrary to our Intereil, we II- » 73^*9* 
can ihcrcfore have no Motive for tranfgrcfling this Rule, 
with regard to the DifFerencu that may^ ^tlic bctwecD ua 
Slid any Nation in Europe- 

* Upon this Maxim, Sir, and in thU Light, if we coofider 
the Treaty now before us, I believe it will appear to be 
not only a j\i(i and honourable Meafure, btic the only ju^ 
and honourable Meafure we could take, with regard to the 
Differences now fubfilling between us and Spain i forae of 
which arc fuch ai proceed from Difputes that have lately 
arifen about Mattera of Right; and the reft are fuch as pro- 
ceed from the Violences at>d Depredations that have been 
committed by fome of the Subje^s of that Kingdom againft 
the Subjeds of this. As the Matters of Right which are 
in Difpute are of great Confequence to us, as Spsin had 
little or no Reafon to raife any Difpute^bout them, and as 
their Depredations have been great and frequent, ff it had 
been our Intereft to endeavour lo conquer any Part of the 
Spanifh Dominions, or if his Majelly had been influenced 
by Ambidon, and a Purfuit after a glaring but falfe Re^ 
nown, he might, and probably wuufd have laid hold of 
thefe Differences, as a juft Pretence for declaring War 
againft Spain, without the lealt Attempt to have them re- 
conciled by amicable Means; bat as it is not the Intereft 
of this Nation to make Con que lis, his Majefty con fide red 
the Peace and Happinef$ of his People as the mod folid 
Foundations of his Glory j therefore he ofEen applied 
before lail Summer to the Court of Spain for having the 
Differences fubfilling between the two Nations accom- 
modated in a Friendly Manner, which that Court always 
found fome Excufe or another for delaying ; but at lail hia 
Majedy, upon the Application from both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment lail SeJEon, made a peremptory Demand, and inMed 
wpon a fpccdy and categorical Anfwcr ; and tiil that Anfwer 
IhouM arrive, hii Majdly rcfotvcd, according to the Maxim 
I have mentioned, and according to the Advice of his Par* 
Jiament, co fufpend ail kind of Hoftilities. When the 
Court of Spain faw that the Affair could be no longer put 
off with Safety, they appeared willing to enter immediately 
into a ferlous Difqulfition of the Rights that were in Dif- 
pute; and to (hew themfclves in earneft, they proposed to 
hive the Account between the two Nations immediatel/ 
fettled, and to pay, in a fhort time^ whatever fhould appear 
to be due from them on account of any Depredations upon 
the Ealance. From hence his MajeHy juilly conceived, 
(iiae there was a Probability of having all our Di&rences 
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/nno 1 2 <5*o. accommodated, aT\d therefore he could not in Juftice or 
II. I -^S p. Honour commence Hoftilities, or refufe to accept of a pre- 
Kf^''yr\J liminary Convention, by which we were to obtain Satif- 
faftion for all paft Injuries, and by which we were to be 
put into the moll probable Method, nay, the only Method 
that could be proTpokd, for obtaining in a fhort time a 
firil Security againlt all future. 

< Tq this I muft add, Sir, that his Majefiy's agreeing to 
this Preliminary Convention, and refoiving to fufpend 
HoiHhties, till he Aould fee what EIFedt this Preliminary 
might produce, was^not- only the jufteft and the moft ho^ 
, nourabie Meafurehe could purfue, but it was agreeable to, 
and in fome Meafune a necefTary Confequence of, the Ad- 
vice given him. Jail Seflion by both Houfes of Parliament. 
5y the Addreflcs prefcated laft Scflion, upon Occafion ofoup 
Differences with £pain, his Majefly was advifed to ufe his 
Royal Endeavoupfffwith his Catholic Majedy, to obtain 
eftedlual Relief fbii kis injured Subjeds ; and affured, that 
in cafe his Royai- and Friendly Inllances for procuring 
Juftice, and for the future Security of that Navigation and 
Commerce, which his People had an undoubted Right to 
by Treaties and the Law of Nations, (hould not be ab!e to 
procure from the Equity and Friend (hip of the King of 
Spain fuch Satisfaditm, as his Majefty might reafonably ex^ 
pedl from a good and faithful Ally, the Parliament would 
effectually fupport his Majelly in taking fuch Meafures, as 
Honour and Jutlice (hould make it necefTary far him to pur- 
fue. Now, Sir, if by this Convention his Majelly has got 
f6ch Reparation, and fuch Security, as he could reafonably 
exped, it mull be allowed, that his refufing to accept of it 
would have been ading dirediy againft the Advice given 
him by Parliament; and that we have got as much Re- 
putation, and as much Security, as any reafonable Man 
could exped by a Preliminary. Convention, I fhali now en- 
deavour to fhcw. 

< With regard to Reparation, Sir, for paft Inji^riej, it is 
not only finaily adjuHed, but a certain Sum promifed to be 
j^id within a very fhort time after the Exchange of the 
Ratifications. As there were mutual Demands with refped 
to Damages fuftained, it became neceflary to fettle and ba- 
lance the Account ; for I am furc no reafonable Man could 
pKfeA, that we fhould receive full Reparation for all the 
JUamage done to us by Spain, and allow nothing for th» 
.Pamage that had been done by us to that Nation.. Upoi^ 
QPtamining therefore* and flating our mutual Demands, 
{ft appeared that our Demands upon Spain, according to a 
^>lcu)a;icm ma4^ b^ our gwn CowmiliaiieiSa ^wounted to* 
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tQO,^oo L and that the Demands of Spam upon m amouBt- Anno, ii,G«U 
eti to 60,000 /» fo that there was a Balance due to us of It* i7iS9' 
140,000/. which Sum hU Caiholic Majeily propofed to 
pay to uij by giving Afijgtiment* upon his Revenues in 
America, being the only Means he H^d for paying (o large 
a Sum i but as we knew the Tedloufnefs and Precaj-ioufners 
of chat Fund, it was propofed to make an Allowance for 
prompt Payment^ if his Catholic Majelly would engage ta 
pay ihe Money in a fhort time here at London^ and the Al- 
lowance agreed on was 45,000/* which reduced the Sujii 
due to ns to 95,000/. and this Sum his Catholic Majefty 
has cxprefsiy promifed, by this Convention, to pay here at 
London in four Months a^ec the Exchange of the RatiH* 
cations. From hence it appears, Sirj that we have not only 
got all the Reparation any reafon^ble Man could expc€l» 
bat all the Kcparailon we could with any Pretence of Juflice 
ifiliCt on. For tho^ there were perhaps fome other fmall 
Articles, which we might have added to the Som of 
oar Pemands, yet it muft he allowed, they were fuck 
Trifles J as not to be worth minding in a Tranfaflion be- 
tween two powerful Nations; and if we had infixed on 
ihem^ it would have been eafy for Spain to have balanced 
them with Articles of the fame Xind^ which were not ac 
firlt bTought into her Account- 

* Now, Sir, as tooor future Security, every Man that nn- 
derftands what it means muft know, that it depends entire- 
ly upon thofe Matters of Right that arc now in Bifptite be- 
tween Spain and us i and that therefore it cannot be clearly 
and effVAualfy provided for, nil thofe Rights are particularly 
examined into, and fully explained. But could any rea- 
fonable Man exped, that it was poffible to do this in a few 
Weeks, or by a Preliminary Convention ? It is a Difcuflioa 
that depends not only upon levcral difpu table Points in the 
Law of Nature and Nations, but likewife upon fcveral 
Fa£ls and Circum fiances that mufb be enquired into, and 
this Enquiry can be made in the Wefl- Indies only. For thii 
Jlcafon we could not fo much as deli re Spain to do more 
than they have done. They have agreed to rtht this Dif- 
cuffion 10 Plenipotentiaries, and that thofe Plenipotentiarie* 
fhatl be obliged finally to decide the Affair within the 
ihort Term of eight Moaihs ; which is all we could ex- 
ped, and all we cotiid with any Jullice or Reafon deiirc. 
Therefore, if there had not been one Word in this Treaty, 
from whence it could be prefumed' that Spain had pafTed 
from, or given up any of thofe Rights ihe has lately let up, 
yet the Treaty might have been faid to be a good Prelim i- 
m^Yt and fucb a one as his Majefly ought to have accepted 
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Ar?io r rfxca ©f, rather tlian engage the Nation in a War But ihfs f ( 
}^'JJJ^^' no^ Che Cafe: The principal Right Spain pretends to, and" 
^^^T^^S^ the moil dcRmflive Right for this Nation to ftibmit to, is 

that of Searching our Ships on the open Seas of AmericatM 
and making Prize of them, in cafe an/ Spanifti Money or fl 
EffeQs be found on board. This Right Spain has, even hy 
thii Pfclimmary, in effed given up. That of Searching 
Our ^hips upon the open Seas, they have allowed to be 
a Caufe of Complaint, which ^ if not flopped and pre- 
vented, might occafion an open Rupture between the two 
Crowns- They have allowed it to be a Grievance, which 
ought to be re[r-oved. Can the Exercife of a jull Right be 
allowed to be a Caufc of Complaint? Can it be allowed to 
be a Grievance f Whoever docs fo, difclaims the Right ; 
»nj therefore we mull conclude^ that Spain has, even hy 
this Prelimmary, in cfTeA di(claimed the Right of Search- 
ing our Ships upon the open Seas of America, which to me 
Is a llrong Indication that they intend to difclaim it by the 
definiuve Treaty, in the moil exprefs Term« we can pro- 
pofe. 

* Sir, The Co a ft of Spam has not only acknowledged the 
Searching ourSlnps on the open Seas, and confifcating them 
for having Spanifh Money or Effcdi on board > to be a 
Grievance which ought to be removed, but they have in 
iome meafure dircdlly owned it to be wrong : They have 
allowed it to be an Injury, by giving us Reparation for 
what our Merchants have fuffered by that Pradice, There* 
fore the Plenipotentiaries appointed hy this Convention 
are not to determine whether it be a Grievance or not : 
This h a Point which is not referred to their Difcuflion : It 
13 already determined : They are only to confider, contrive^ 
and adjuft the proper Methods for removing it ; and in thil 
too they are circumfcribed ; for the Regulations they are to 
contrive and agree on for this Purpofe mull be according to 
the Treaties now fubiilttng between the two Crowns ; and 
thofe Regulations muit be contrived and fully fettled within 
eight Months after their Hrll Meeting, which h to be but 
fix Weeks after the Exchange of the Ratifications ; fo that 
the Affair muft be finally concluded before the Middle of 
J\'injimkr next. Therefore the chief QueHIon now fecms 
to be, whether we ought to go to War,, rather than grant 
the Court of Spain a Delay of eight Months, for givbg us 
full SatisfaOion and abfolute Security ; and I do not think 
that any Man who confiders the prefent Circumftances of 
Europe, or the prefent Circirnilianccs of this Nation, would 
be for involving his Coutitry in a dangerous and expenflve 
Wafj rather than griiDt fucha Delay. 

* War, 
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* War* Sir, let the Profpeft of Succcfs be what k wil\,k Annf>tiG^m, 
both a dangerous and a deftrudtivc Expedient to any Nacion, ^' ^ll^^f- 
efpeciallya trading arid indullrious Nation; It h the Bane LrV»J 
of Trade, and cKe Parent of Idlencfs, It gives your 
Neighbours an Opportunity to undermiiie you in fei^eral 
Branches of your Trade, and draws a great many of your 
own People away from ufeful Labour and Indafiry, notoolf 
daring the War, but for ever ; for thofe who have been, 
for but a few Years, accuftomed to live in Idleness, by Ra- 
pine and Violence » can never afterwards fubmit to get their 
Bread by the Sweat of their Brow. Befidest it may prove 
dangerous to your Liberties : For fuppordng and carrying 
on a War with Vigour, great Armies muil be raifed : When 
the War is ended, yosi may perhaps find it diiScuk to 
diiband your Armies : The Generali will be againft it; and 
the Soldiers, having loll the Hopes of living by the Plunder 
of their Enemies, may refolve to live by the Plunder of 
their Country. War therefore, even with the moil flatter- 
ing Profped of Succefs, ought to be avoided by a trading, 
free Country, if poiTihle. The Event is doubtfuU let the 
Hopei of either Party at the Beginning be never io well 
founded, h is not the iirft Time we have heard of the 
Event of a War's turning out contrary to all human Ap- 
pearances. We have a frefb Inllance of thii before oue 
Eyes, All Europe thought the Emperor engaged in the 
War againft the Turki with great Odds on his Side ; but 
wc find ourfclves difappoinEed in cur Expe£bitions ; the 
Odds are already turned againll him, and little Hopes left 
of his coming oJF with Honour, much Icfswith Advantage. 

* Whoever coniiders thefe Things, Sir, muft ihink, that 
if the Circumilances of Affiiirs in Europe were entirely fa- 
vourable for us, if our own Circumftancea were as happy a* 
wc could wiih, we ought not wantonly to engage in a War : 
But when wc conflder that the Circumllances of Europe were 
never in a more unhappy Situation far u» than at prefenr, 
and that our own CircumfiaTicei are far from being in a 
happy Situation, who h k will fay, a War is not by aljl 
means to be avoided I The powerful Kingdom of France is 
now in greater Vigour than ever k was fince the Reign of 
their Charles the Great i It is now governed by wife Lcun- 
fets, and in perfef^ Unity and Concord within itself. The 
King of France is bound, not only by Iniereil, but by the 
Ties of Blood, to aiHU the King of Spain ; and as an Ad- 
dition to this Obligation, (here is now formings for aught I 
know, already concluded, a Treaty of Alliance between 
them. If we declare War tgainll Sp^iin, we mull therefore 
ejfpe^ that f nnce Will cake Part miU ^p^iB ^gaii^il u^i an4 
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Anno't 2. Geo. thb* I have (o good an Opinion of my Coilntcy, as to thinh 
n. I li^'p. we are more than a Match for I he one, and at leaft ati equal 

^^^^^^t^^ Match for the others yet I cannot be To vain as to thinki 
we are an equal Match for both; and confeqiiently, I muft 
tltinkj we h^vt Reafon to be afraid of finl^n^ under the 
Burden, unlefs we can get forae of ihe other great Powers 
of Edfope to a IB It ui. 

■ Let us I20W look rocnd Europe» Sir, and we flial} iuxl wkh 
Regret there is not at pre fen t any one of the Powers thereof, 
on whom wi coutd, in fuch a Cafe, depend for an eficdliial 
AfTitUnce. The Houfe of Auflrla is now in fo %veaka Con- 
dition, and fo much redyccd hy the Misfortunes they have 
met with in their War a gain ft the Tojrk«, that they could not^ 
if they would, afford I3S any A ffi fiance ; and if they coald, 
'tis a Qucftion if they would ; for their Counfels feem at 
pre&nt to be too inach dire£ted by French Influence. The 
Dutch arc at prefcnt in a poor and heJpIcfs Situation ; ibr 
tho* the Subjefts of moll of the linked Provinces are rich 
and inafHaent Circumllances, their Government is extreamly 
low, and almoin aJ! their public Revenues mortgaged or 
anticipted ,- which makes them backward to engage in 
War : Thst tho' they have met wich as bad Treatment from 
Spain as wc have done, tho' as roa.ny Dutch Ships, in pro- 
portion, have been nnjuftly feized by the Spaniards^, yet 
have they never yet aiiempted, nor do they ktm to have 
the leaft Inclination to refent thefe Injuries in any hoftSle 
Manner. The Princes of Germany are now contending 
amongft themfelves about the Succcffion to fonie Parts of 
the Palatinate ; and that Contention may perhaps break 
out into an open Rupture, Of the Princes of Italy, the 
two moil potent m*iy probably be engaged in the Alli- 
ance againit us ; and the King of Portagal d^tt^ not affiH^ 
us, I even doubt if he would dare to admit otir Men of 
War into his Ports. Then, if we look Northward, of 
the two Northern Kingdoms, the moH powerful fcems 
already to be unked againft us ^ and the Mufcovites, if the/ 
were inclined, are at coo great a DiHance to afford us any 
Relief. Thus, Sir, we arc at prefent without any one Ally 
upon the Continent^ that would give us Aififtance ; and m 
cafe of a War, the tvvo moft potent Kingdoms in Europe 
would probably be united againll us; nay, J do not know 
but that the greateil Part of Europe would unite againft d& f 
and when the Affairs of Europe are in fuch Circumftancei-, 
would ii not be the Height of Madnefs in us to engage in 
War, if we can by any Art, or by any Mean s^ avoid or de- 
lay it ? 

• But tbiy, &lr^ is not our only Misfortune u prefent. Our 
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dome^tc Circumftancea are far from being in fuch i Con- Anno ii.GeoJ 
dicjon as may encourage us lo engage in War, Our People ^^- i7j8-p- 
are alreadjr taKed al moil as much as they can poflibly bear; ^^/Y"^^. 
and moil of ihofe Taxes mortgaged for paying the i>ebt3 
we contraded in the late War ; The Overplus of our pub- 
lic Revenue is hardly fufficient for fuppordng our Civil 
Government in Time of Peace^ If we go to War, we 
jnull lay on new or atidicional Taxes : This will increafe 
thoi'e Animofities and Divifions that now prevail too much 
jimangLi us i and wiU cau(e (hat Party to raife its Head, 
which his not dared to look up for near twenty Years paft» 
If we go to War, our Enemies will certainly endeavour to 
bring us tnto Confufion at Home, by embracing the Caufe 
of the Pretender ; The War itfclf will be made the Caufe 
of the Pretender ; and when our People iind tvcry Year 
new Loads of Taxes laid upon them, many of them may 
begin to afcribe all the Misfortiines they labour under, to 
the iUuftrious Family now upon our Throne* which will 
make them ready to join any Number of foreign Troops 
£hat ihall invade us, with the Pretender at their Head. If 
France and Spain (hoald join againtt us, it will be impofli* 
bie for us to guard our Coalb, by means of our Navy, fo 
dofely, a5 that it may not be in their Power to throw a 
few regular Troops into fome Part of the liland; and this 
might give us fo much to do at Home, that we ftiould nei- 
ther nave Leifure nor Power to diltrefs our Enemies, or pro* 

m te^ Ottr Planutions Abroad. 

" * I have ai juil a Scnfe as any Man can have of the Sufler- 
ings of our Merchants, and of the Indignities that have 
been put upon the Nation by the Spanilh Gu^rda Coita*s ; 
but national Rcfolmions, Sir, ought not to be direfted by 
Pailion : We may, we ought to Jhew a proper Rercntment; 
but our Refentmcnt ought to be governed by Prudence ; 
and if it is, we muft fulpend ihewlrg it, till a Change in 
the Circum^nce^ of Europe prefents us with a favourable 
Opport unity » which, in all Probabiiity, we {hall not be long 
obliged to wait for. Therefore, if this Convention had 
not been fo favourable as it appears to be, hit MajcUy oughr^ 
I think, in the pre fen t Conjundure, to have accepted of 
it. This is the Opinion I muft form, from the View I 
have of the preient Pollurc of Affairs, and from Circum- 
fiances that are publicly known ; but his Majefly may know 
many Circnmftancei which we do not know, and which he 
cannot communicate to this Houfe; and therefore in fuch 
Cafes, we ought to be extremely cautious of refufing our 
Approbation to a Meaiure which his iVJajelly has thought 

■ fit to approve of. Such » Caution would have been nc- 

■ Vol., yh C teffary, 
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AtiTioiiGea ceiTary* even tho* this Convention had appeared to havtf 
11 iji'^g, been altogether unfatisfaflory i but 1 have ihewn, I thinks 
^/t^SJ that we have got by it all that could be reafonably expedled 
by a Preliminary Treaty ; from whence we have good Rea- 
son to hope, that in eight Monrha Time we {haH obtain by 
U definitive Treaty alt we can defire, which is a Delay, I , 
am iurc, not worth our while to go to War for. There- 
fore, I mul! think, I am full/ w^i ranted in what I am loiM 
|>ropofe, which is, 'W 

Motion for an * That an humble AdJrefs be prefented to his Majefly tO 
H.e^afnvlnl" "'^^" ^^^ Thanks of this Houfe for having the Convention 
tioji. ' communicated to ns ; and to exprefs our jult Senfe of hii 

Royal Care for the true Intereft of hh People, in bringing 
the Demands of his Subjeds to a final Determination t 
and for procuring a fpeedy Payment for the Lofles the 
Merchants iuilajncd by the Spaniards, by a certain ftipulated 
Sum. And to declare our Satisfa£lion in the Foundation 
his Majelly has laid for prevetiting and removing the like 
Grievances and Caufes of Complaint for the future, and for J 
preferving the Peace between the two Nations, and our Re*^ 
liance on his Majelly that e^eflual Care will be ttiken in 
the folemn Treaty to be made purfaant to this Convention, 
that the Freedom of Navigation in the American Seas may^ 
be fully fecured and ellablilbed for the future ; and that hia 
Majeily's Subje6la may enjoy unmoleiled their undoubted 
Right of Navigating and Trading lo and from any Part of 
his M^ijefJy's Dominions, without being liable to be fiopped, 
vifited, or Searched on the open Seas, or to any other Vio* 
lation of the Treaties fubfirting between Great Britain and 
Spain, as the on^y Means to preferve upon a ialling Foun- 
dation a good Correfpondence and Friendship between the 
two Crowns; and that in regulating and fettling the Li- 
mits of his Majerty's Dominions in America^ in the Treaty 
to be made with Spain, the greatell Regard will be had to 
the Rights and Pofitrffions belonging to his Majelly*s Crown 

and Subjefts, And to aflTure his Majefty, that in cafe 

his M;ijefly*3 juJt Expectations fhaU not be anfwered, that 
this Houfe will fupport his Majelly in taking fuch Meafurea 
as may be m oft eonducive to vindicate the Honour and Dig- 
nity of hU Majelly's Crown, and the Rights of hit Ptopk." 
Mr, Campbel of Pern broke (hire. 
Sir, 

Mr, CampbeK * ^ ^^^'^ "P ^^ Second the Motion which the Honourable 
Gentleman near me has been pleafed to make ; and 1 lecond 
it, becaufe, I think, the neceifary Confequence of oar not 
agreeing to ir, would be an immediate War, Now, as I 
think we have got by this Convention as much as we could 
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expeft by a Vj^lmlmry A r tick, fur with refpefl to our fu 
turc Secumy it can be called nothing cjfe» nor was It poiTi- 
bic in io iliort a Time to mike it any thing elfe; &ndi si 

think, that th4 Court of Spain's Bgreeing to this Con^ 
fnilon^ cfpccialjy that Part of it which Hipulntes an im- 

edlate Reparation, furniflies us with a iliong PiefuTnption 
th^t [hey are inclined to do us Jullice, snd ihat we Jhall in 
a (hort time obtain fuffident Security for the Freedom of 
OUT Trade and Navigation in Time to come; therefore, I 
mull think a War quite unneceflary^ and no War can be 
jutt that is not neccflary, nor can any War be houourabie 
lliat is not jull. 

* This ConfiJeration, Sir» convinces me, that we ought 
to approve of this Convention ; and my Honourable Friend 
has taken Care to put fome Wordt or Ex|>reiiions into the 
Addrefs he has been pleafed to propofe, which, in Jiiy 
Opinion, will obviate the only material Objcdion I have 
heard made £<? this Treaty. Our Merchants feeni to think, 
that our Rights and PoiTeflions in America are not fuiH- 
ciently fccured to us by the Terms of this Preh'minary ; 
and therefore they apprehend, that fome of them are to be 
given up by ogr Plenipotentiaries. Thefe Apprehenfions, 
I think, there c^^n be no Ground for, from any Word or 
Expr^fjon in this Preliniinary; nor can any Man entertain 
fuch a Thought! if he confiders the inviolable Attachment 
bis ^Jajelly has always (b^wn for the Rights and Privileges 
gt his people, anti that our Plentpotentirines can do nothing 
without his Order, nor finally agree upon any thing with- 
out his Approbaiion i but if it were poffible to apprehend, 
thatany of our Rights or PoiftJions are in J-)angcr of being 
Joft* or given up by the definitive Treaty that is to be con- 
cluded in purfuance of this Preliminary, even that Poffi-. 
bility muft be taken away, by our declaring, in the Addrefa 
propofcd, our Reliance on his Majefty, that from his conftant 
Actcntion to the Honour of his Crown ^ and the undoubted 
Rights of his People* efteOuai Care will be taken, that the 
Freedom of Navigation in the American Seas may be fully 
fecurcd and ellablifhcd for the future; and that in regu- 
lating and fettling the Limits of bis Majelly^s Dominions 
in America, the greateil Regard will be had to the Rights 
and Poiliiinons belonging to his iVhjelly ''s Crown and Subjeds, 

' By thefe Words, I hy\ Sir, the very Poifibility of ap- 
prehending any Danger to our Rights or Poilefiions mull 
be e&£tually removed i for after luch a full and ^j^plicit 
Declaration of Parliament, what Minifter will dare !0 ad- 
vifc hiJ Majelly to give any Jnftrudions, or to ratify any 
'of giving up, or incroaching in the leali upon, %ny 
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of our Rights or Pcfleflions in America ? Thererore, T think 
lio one good Reafon can be aligned for our refufing to give 
(uch an Approbation to this Convention , as the Honourable 
Gentlenian has been plea fed to propofe ; for really, in my 
Opinion, it looks more (ike a Declaradon 0/ what we ex- 
pefl by the folemn Treaty that U to be concluded^ than an 
ikpprobation of the Preliminary that has been already con- 
cluded. 

• Sir Thomas Sanderfon, 
Sir, 

• The Great Defign^ and the chief Ufe of Parlirimentj^ 
3S, to prefect to our Sovereign the Opinions as well a* 
Grievances of the People ; and this Houfe in particular it 
dcfigned as a Check upon Minillers, and as a Sort of Mir- 
Tor, in which the Counfcis, the Aftionst and the Meafurca 
of Minifters are to be truly and faithfully reprefented to 
their Mafter, In abfolutc Monarchies the King can never 
know, by any legal Means, whether the Meafures he isad- 
vifed by his Minhlers to purfue be agreeable to his Peo^ 
pie: He can never be informed of their being difagrccable, 
but by the InfurreOions or Rebellions of the People, which 
generally end in the Dtftru^ton of a great many Subjeds, 
and often in the Ruin of the Sovereign. This is a Mif. 
fortune that in this Kingdom we fhall always be free from, 
while we have Parliaments, and fuch Parliaments as arc in- 
dependent of the AdniiuHlration. Bat if ever our Parlia- 
ments ibould come to be under the Direftion of the Mi- 
tiirter, for the Time being, they would be ufelefs, they would 
he pernicious ; becaufe they would be made ufe of only for 
impofing upon the King with the greater AITurance, and for 
oppreiEng the People with the greater Security. There- 
fore, I hope, that in this Houfe we fhall upon all Occafions 
talk to our King, not in the Language of his Minifters, but 
in the Language of Troth, in the Language of his People, 
For this Reafon, while I have the Honour to have a Seat 
here, I ihall never join in any Addrcfs to the Throne that 
may in the leaft contribnte cowards inducing my Sovereign 
to form fuch an Opmion of any public Meafure, a* may be 
contrary to the Opinion I have^ upon a thorough Enquiry^ 
formed of it, and contrary to the Opinion which, I know^ 
the People m general have formed of it. The Convention 
now before us. in my Opinion, is the moft diflionourablci 
the moft deceitful, the moft ruinous Treaty this Nation 
ever made ; I will be t}old to fay* that 99 out of a too of 

the 

• Then Treafurer to the Prince of Wile^. Noi? Earl of 
lea t borough. 
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the People are of the fame Opinion ; and fhall I sgree td Anno 1 2 Geo. 
an Addreis, which muft make ihe King believe, if he be- 1^- ^71^ 9^ 
licves what we fay, chat it is an honourable, fair, and ad' ^/V"*N^ 
vaiitagcous Treaty ? 

* The Honourable Gentleman and bis Friends may, if 
they plcafe, Sir* call the latter Part of the AddreCs he has 
pfopofed a Declaration of what we expert by the foleniTi 
Treaty that is to be concluded ; but the firft Part is a down- 
right Approbatioa of the Convention ; and is therefore in- 
conilfteni with the latter ; for it would, in my Opinion, be 
ridiculous in us to fay, we exped or hope for any thing 
from a folemn Treaty that is to be concluded in purfuance 
of a Preliminary, by which every thing we have to expe^» 
or hope lor, is pTevioufty given Op, and almofl cxpreisiy 
furrendcr'd. Out of the Regard 1 have, and i hope, fhnll 
always have for hit Majeily, I muft, in examining the 
Addrefs propofed^ leave hi^ Name out, and fubititute in m 
Room, the Name or Term Minifter, or Negotiator. Shall 
J, Sir, upon Occafion of this ConventioHt exprefs my moft 
grateful Acknowledgments for the Miniiter's, or Nego* 
iiator's particular Care, and tender Regard for the Interefts 
of the People, when I think that in negotiating and agice- 
ing to this Convention, he has ihewn no Ci/e, no Reg^trd 
for, but on the contrary has facriHced, I Oiall not fay be- 
tray M, the moft valuable, che mofl facred Rights of his 
Country? Shall I by, that a final AdjuRment of our long 
depending Demands has been obtained by this Convention, 
when 1 (ee, chat inHead of adjuiling, we have releafed 
them ? Shall 1 fay, that any Payment is to be made by 
Spam upon that Account, when it appears that Spain it 
not to pay one iingle Groat, when it appears that no one 
Shilling is fb much as lltpulated, but what is to be paid by 
one Part a* our own Subjeds to another > Or, ihall I fay, 
I am fatlsfied with the Foundation the Minifter or Nego- 
tiatof has laid, for preventing the like Grievances and 
Caufes of Complaint for the future^ when J am convinced 
tbft^ by this (Convention, a Foundation is laid for increafing 
them, and for rendering them perpetual? God forbid, Sir^ 
that any Member of this Houfe Ihotild behave in luch a 
fbvilh ManncT towards the Minifttr, or in fuch a deceitful 
Manner cowards his Sovereign. 

• I fhall allow, Sir, that when Differencei arife between 
two Nations, War ought not to be refolvcd on till Appli- 
cation be lifllmade for having them removed by a friendly 
Accoroinddation ; but that Applicaticn ought to be made in 
an honourable Manner, and fuitable to the Dignity of the 
Nation that makes it. If tha Matters of Right that are 
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An*iot2 Geo. begun to l^edifpated be Aich as sre really doubtful, a N< 
JI* tJl^P gotiation may be iet on Foot for having them ej^plajncdi 
but to difpiite the molt undoubtcr4 Rights, Rights that ar^ 
eftabtiflied by the Law of Natiire as well as by pariictila 
Treaties, is one of the greateft Infuhs that can be put b| 
one Nation upon another! and therefore, the oo'y Appln 
cation that can be made is a peremptory Demand for havind 
ihem acknowledged in the moll explicit Terms ; To nel 
got i ate, or £0 treat about fuch Rights^ is to betray thenjl 
Again, when Vjolcnces are committed by the Subjtfts 
one Nation upon thofe of another, SatisBidion may be dc 
mandedj nay, 1 ihall grant that it ought to be demanded in 
pa peaceable Ma^nner, before reloiving to take Satisfaction 
by Force of Arms ; but this Satisfaction oiighf to be rt _ 
quired, not fucd for; and much lefs fued for again, after 
many aifet|ed Dfelays or Iharn E:»cufe5 ; To. require S a tif- 
rfaflion in a peaceable but dignified Manner is prudent, i^ 
commendable ; buc to fue and foUicit for it i^ mean, ahjeC 
and diihonourable ; and when a Nation continues to fye fa^ 
it, under frequent Repetitions of the fame Sort of ViQ 
lences, it is ridii;ulGiis, it is mifchievous* 

* This, I am afraid, is our Cafe with regard to Spaiit*^ 
We have negotiated about our undoubted Righrs, we have 
fued for Satis taction, and have fo bngconrinuednegotiJitingv 
that we have at lafl: rendered Qurfeives ridiculous and cod- 
lemptible. In this Opinion. I api confirmed by the Treaty 
now under our Confideri^tidn : A Treaty which they feeni 
to have impofcd upon us as the Coup.de Grace .to that Chja- 
raCler we formerly had among the Princes and Potentates 
of Europe. After difpqting with us fuch undoubted Rights, 
and committing (o many and fuch unheard-of Depredationi 
Mpon ,Qur Merchants, if they had not had the utmoil Con- 
tempt of our Underilanding, as well as Power, it was im- 
poJiible they could have thought of impofing fuch a Treaty 
ijpon us : A Treaty by which they have, under the Pre- 
tence of giving us a Foundation for obtaining fature Se- 
curity, obliged us to give up thofe Rights upon which it 
depends; and inllead of giving us RcparaiioD, they have 
obliged us to give them a general Releafe ; nay farther, 
they have obUged us to give up to them, for much Icfe 
than the true Value, five Britifh Ships and their Cargoes* 
.which the)' had, before this Treaty was thought of, obliged 
themfelves to refiore,. If they had given us a flat Denial, 
if they had abfolutely refufed to give us any Security o* 
Keparadon, it would have been fhewing a Contempt of our 
Power only ; but to prcfume to palm upon us fuch a fhanti 
Security^ ai3d fuch a fdlkcious Sort of Reparacionj is Ihew 
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iflg the utmoft Contempt of our judgment, as well as our Anmta G£d. 
Poiver. Ab yet the Contempt can fall upon our Negoria- ^^ J:7l^-i>- 
tors onlyi but if this Houfe ftioiild give any thing Tike a 
San£lion to fucb a Treaty, the Contempt mult fall upon the 
Nation, or at kail upon that which is called the Wifdom 
of the Nation* 

* In order, Sh^ to make good what I havefaid, I mull 
beg Leave to con fid er what we ought to have had, and whe- 
ther wc have got, by this Treaty, fo much as the Hopes of 
obtainir)g any one Thing we ought to have had, I believe 
ev^ery Gentleman will allow, that we ought to have had 
fome Siitisfaition for the many Jnfalts the Spaniards have 
put upon ihe Crovvn and Flag of Great Britain. To fome 
this may appear to be merely a Point of Honour ; but to 
me it appears fo material, ihat I think we can have no fit- 
tare Security without it. No Treaty, no Regulatmns you 
can make, will> in my Opinion, fignify any Thing, without 
fome exemplary Satisfa^ion ; for the Spanlfli Governors 
an J Captain 3 of Gtiarda Colla's in America will fhew no 
Kegard to any Treaty or Regiilatloris you can make, if jhey 
find they may tranfgrefi them with Impunky. Whereas, 
if fome of thofe Governors and Captains that have robbed 
our Merchants bad been hanged, as they highly deferve* 
and ihcir Bodies bung up in Chains, upon the moil con- 
:^kaoua Capes of Cub*i| Hifpaniolo, and Porto- Rko, it 
would have (hewn ail luch for the future whac they were 
to cxpe£l, if they infulted the Crown, or injured the Sob- 
je£ls of Great Britain, ' Bjt the Court of Spain, being re- 
folved to grant nothing that might any way contribute to 
our future Security, refolired not to allow the Word Satif- 
fiidion to be fo much a^ once mentioned In this Treaty; 
Even the Spanifh Pirate who cat off Captain y^wi/w'sEar, 
making ufe at the fame Time of the moll infulting Ex- 
preflion towards the Perfon of our King, an Exprcflion 
which no BriUfti Subjed can decently repeat, an E^preifmn 
which no Man that has a Regard for his Sovereign can ever 
forgive t Even this Fellow, I fay, is to live to enjoy the 
Fruits of his Rapine, and remain a livingTeftimony of the 
cowardly Tamenefs, and mean Submiflion of Great Britain, 
and of the iriamphaut Pride, and ftubborn Haughtinefs of 
Spain, 

* This alone, Sir, h fuiKcIent to (bew. that we can have 
no Hopes of any future Security; and yet a future Security 
for the Freedom of our Trade and Navigation was what 
we ought principaHy and peremptorily to have infilied on ; 
bur ournegotiating Minillers have nut fatisficd themfelves 
with negktlingit, they hare almail c^prefslyj by this Pre- 
liminary, 
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liminary, given h up: They have almoft cxprefsl/ given 
up the Rights upon which it depends, by referring them 
to be regulated by Plenipotentiaries ; for if we conhd^r the 
Nature of thofc Rights in difputc between Spain and as^ 
upon which our future Security depends, we mull fee that, 
if the Right we pretend lo be regabtcd, it mufl be fur- 
lenderMj and that if the Right Spain pretends to be n 
gulaied, it muil be eftabUfhed. The Right we pretend to, 
the Right which, I hope, the Nation will never depart 
ftom, whatever our Negotiator i may do, is z Right to a free 
Navigation in the open Seas of America: This Right 
the Spaniards, tni fling to our FeebTenefs, or our Fonduefs 
for Negotiation, have taken upon them to deny : They fay, 
we have no Right to any Navigation in the American Seas 
but what ihey have granted us by Treaty, which is only 
whilft our Ships fleer a direft Courfe from one Part of the 
Britifti Dominions to another. For God's Sake, Sir, what 
is it, in this Cafe, our Plenipotentiaries are to regulate I 
Are they to regulate what fhall or fhall not be called a di-^, 
j-efl Courfe ? If we agree to any fuch Regulation, can wj 
afterwards fay, we have a Right to a free Navigation 
Does DOC every Gentleman fee^ that if this Right be re* 
gulated, it mult be given up ? 

* On the other hand, Sir^ Spain pretends to a Right to 
fearch our Ships in the open Seas of America, and tofeize 
and con£fcace them, if chey be found failing out of their due 
Courfe, or if any Goods, which they are pleafed to call 
con tra band ; be fo u nd on boa rd , Does n ot every G e ntl emaa 
fee that thif; Right mufl begranted^ mult be eflabliflied^ be- 
fore it can be regulated i Therefore, it may be jultly faid, 
that, by this Preliminary, we have furrender'd the Right 
we pretend to, and eftabliftied the Right the Spaniards pre- 
tend to; or at leall, that we have laid a Foundation for ex - 
prefsly lurrendering the one, and elbbliJhing the other, 
by the folemn Treaty that is to be concluded m purfuance 
of this Preliminary, This is the lea ft we have done by chi$ 
Preliminary j and that is the more djihonourable, the mom 
fcandaious. becaufe the Right we pretend to, is a Right 
cflabliflied by the Law of Nature* enjoy 'd by all Nationi, 
»nd con finned to us by every i reaty lubfifling between the 
two Crowns: Where^is, tne Right the Spaniards pretend 
to, is a Servitude, which no Nation ever pretended to im* 
pofe upon another, nor did ever the moft contemptible 
Nation under the Sun fubmit to it. To which J mull add 
another Misfortune, tJiac alf the Regulations fhat c^n, in 
cither of the(c Cafes, be eflablifhed, are to be explained and 
judged tf by Spanifh Governors and Captains of Guarda 
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Gofia*sj and therefore, we may from tbeir pafl Behaviour Anno 12 Gcq^ 
conclude, that every Briufli Ship they meet with in the Seas ^^ J7iS-p. 
of America wiil be adjudged to be a TrefpaiTer againil V.^'Y^^^ 
foiiie of chefe Reguktions, and conre^uendy liable to Con- 
lifcation. 

' Thus, Sir, it appears, we have negotiated, we have treated 
away all Hopes of future Security 5 and now I flia!I make 
it appeal, wc have done tJh^ fame with refpc^ to Repa- 
fation for pait Injuries. By a commiiForial Way of 
Reckoning our Negotiators reduced the Demands of their 
Country to 200,000/. and thb Sum, allowing a Trifle^ us 
they fay, for prompt Payment, they pretend to have ob- 
faiticd for us: But how have they obtained it? They allow 
Spain to dedufl 6o,ODoA cm account of a mof^ frivoIouB 
Demand they fee up againft us, and before Spain pays any 
thing to us they have allowed them to extort in the molt 
junjullihable Manner from our South-Sea Company 6S,oqo K 
Thefe two Sums reduced what Spain was to pay to us^ by 
Way of Reparation, to 72,000 /. and from this Sam they 
liaveaf lowed them to dedn^ 45,000/. a pretty modert Al- 
lowance, for prompt Payment : Then there remains bac 
^7,000/* and for this they have allowed them to detain, 
ftnd convert to ihch own Ufe, five Britifh Ships, which the 
King of Spain had before prom if ed to reflgre, and had 
adually fent Cedula's to the Weft-Indies for that Purpofei 
which five Ships, 1 mean t ho fe mentioned in the 4th Anicfe 
of this Treaty, were worth 30 or 40,000 /. Does not every- 
one fee. Sir, that inft^d of our gecting any Reparation by 
this Treaty for part Injuries, we have really allowed the 
Spaniards to keep to the Value of at leaft 3, if not 13,000 /. 
of what they had before obliged themlelves to reftore^ 
And this* I fuppofe, our Negotiators allowed them by Wax 
of a Reward for their allowing the ^am. lUpulated Pay* 
ment af 95,000/. to be mentioned in this freaty. In 
Confideratton of which Iham, llipulated Payment, wc havts 
given them a general Rcleafe for all Demands, and all pail 
Jnjuriea. Sir, if wc had freely given them a general Rc- 
leafe, we might have had fomcthingtoboaft of: We might 
have bragged of our generous and forgiving Temper 1 but 
to be thus choufed out of all our juft Demands, mull make 
us the Rfdicule of every Foreigner that hears of it. Can 
fuch a iham Reparation, fucha lumping Bargain as this, be 
fa id to be an Acknowledgment in the Spaniards of their 
having been In the wrong to us ? So kr othcrwife, that it 
inuft be fuppofed, they iniifled upon our lumping away our 
J>emands in this Manner^ on purpafe to avoid their bcin^ 
obliged to acknowledge themfelvei in the wrongs or to ac* 
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1 1 Geo. knowledge tliat znj of our Shrps had been unjtirtly fearch^d^ 
7^8'^. lelicdj or confifcated, except the Eve Ships they had before 
acknowledged to be fo ; and provided we would allow them 
to keep thefe hve Ships, i fuppofe they were willing to 
agrees to allow us what they valued them at by way of 
Kcpa ration, 

* This, Sir, is in reality, whatever we miy pretend, the 
only Reparation we arc to meet with from Spain i and this 
Reparation they had promifcd us before thii Conventioa 
was thought of. The 60jC0C /. which we have allowed 
them for their Ships, which we took and deilroy'd in the 
Year 1 7 1 S, can be no Reparation to us, whatever it may 
be to them 1 becaufe they had no Pretence for any fuch De- 
mand. The taking and deftroying of thoie Ships was what 
we had a jail Title to from their Infraflion of Treaties : 
It was then reckoned fuch a Piece of public Service, that 
Sir George Byng was made a Peer for it ; and U we pro- 
m fed to reftorc them by the Treaty in 1 721 , we performed 
that Piomife, as far ais was incumbent upon us : We pro> 
itiifed only to reflore them in the Condition they were in ; 
We did not promife to repair them, or to make them fit 
for Senf ice ; and if the Spaniards would not take them, be- 
caufe they would not be at the Expencc of repairing them* 
it was their Fauh. Therefore I muft fuppofe our Nego- 
tiators allowed of this Demand for no other ReaCon, but jn 
order to have a Pretence to fay, they had obtained fomeSort 
fif Reparation ; and the 68,000 L lo be paid by oar Souths 
Sea Company, I muft look on as a Cordefcenfion of the 
fame Nature. The King of Spain had juflly no fuch De. 
mand upon the Company: If he had, they had much 
greater Demands upon hira : The Court of Spain itfelf a I* 
lows they have a juft Demand for above four Times that 
Sum \ therefore the mofl that Court could infill on, was 
Compenfation; but the Truth is, I believe, they are rc- 
folved nei?er to pay the Company a Shilling; and our Ne- 
gotiators allowed them to infift upon the immediate Fay* 
ment of this 68|OOQ L upon a Promife to pay it back to 
ihem by way of Reparation. Can this be called a Repa- 
ration made by Spain } Can it be called a Reparation made 
to this Nation ? If the Company would agree to pay It^ 
which I believe they will not, it might be fome Reparatioa 
to our injured Merchants i but a Reparation made to thcoi 
hy our own South-Sea Company can never be fald to be a 
Reparation made by Spain i sior can a Reparation made by 
ftne Part of our own People to another be fajd to be a Re 
paratjon made to the Nation. 

* J have now, 1 hope, clearly ihcwn. Sir, that by this 
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Convenilon we have obtained no Satisfadion, no ^acoritf , Anno 1 2 Gea 
no Reparation ; but that on the contrary we have given up ''^^piLi?'^^ 
all future Pretences to every one of them. Therefore I ^^^^ ^^ 
cannot think that any Gentleman who con fide rs himfelf 
only as a Member of this Houfc will agree to ourapproich- 
ing the Throne of our Sovereign with fuch an Addrefs a^ 
has been propofed. Immediate War may not be the Con- 
fequtnce of our refufing our Approbation ; but immediate 
Infamy to the Nation will, in my Opinion, be the certaia 
Conrequence of our grafting tt. I fhall allow thac War 
ought to be avoided. It ought to be avoided by all Meant, 
but fcandalouSf cowardly Means. A Nation that has once 
got the Charader of being cowardly* or too fearful of en- 
gaging in War, muft always be in a Sort of War, They 
will always be fufFering War, but never making any. ThiS| 
I am afraid, has been coo much our Cafe for 1 7 or i S Years 
paft: We have had our Towns beiieged, our Shlpa taken, 
our Merchants plundered, and our Seamen barbaroufly 
treated, without our declaring War, or committing any 
Hoililitieson our Side, Long before the Treaty of Seville, 
the Spaniardi began their Depredations : We then bought 
Feace at a dear Rate ; at the Price of facrificing the Friend- 
Ihip and Confidence of one of our befl Allies. While we 
were getting Provinces for Don Carlos, which has fince 
procured him Kingdoms, the Spaniards fufpended a little 
their Depredations ; but they never granted us any Re- 
paration for what was paft, nor Security a gain ft future, cho' 
they promifed both by that Treaty : On the contrary, as 
foon as their Turn was ferved^ they renewed their Depre- 
dations with more Vigour and Cruelty than ever. And 
ihall we approve of a Treaty, which, inilead of preventing 
them, will give the Spaniards what they never had before^ 
a Title to continue them 1 for this muft be the Cafe, if m 
purfuance of this Preliminary we agree by a folemn Treaty 
to any Regulations, cither with regard to our Right to 4 
free Navigation, or with regard to the Right they pretend 
to of Searching our Ships upon the open Seas, and fcizing 
tliem, if found failing out of their due Courfe, or with ^/ 
Goods on board, which they are pleafed to call contraband. 
Our agreeing. Sir, to fuch a Treaty muft neceflkrily in- 
volve us at laft in a War, unlefs we have a Mitid to give up 
our Plantations and Weft-rndia Trade ; Whereat our refufing 
our Approbation to this Preliminary will prevent any fuch 
folemn Treaty's being negotiated, and may prevents War; 
for if Spain has the leaft Dread of our Refentmcnt or 
Power ; if this Nation is not already brought into the ut- 
mofi (^tempt, vfktn Spain fees that they cannot amufe a 
' "' D z Bmi% 



Atitioii.dco Biitiffi Farljament, as wdl as a Brkifti Mmiilryj they will 
IJ. fTjsS p- agree to do us Jullice in a peaceable Manner, But for 
K^y'^\J God's Sake, Sir, what are we afraid of? U Spam Is not aft 
fifted by France, 'tis impofllbk we can have any Thing ici 
lear. If France ihoii!d join againft us ; tho* I may not 
perhaps think, we are an equal Match for them both afc 
Land, yet, I think, we are more than a Match for thcra 
both at Sea ; and there they mufi gain a Superiority j before 
they can diflrefs, or greatly hurt this Nation* But fuppofc 
we were not : The Honourable Gentlen^an who made ihi$ 
Motion, has himfelf given a good a Reafon, why we (hoiil4 
not fubmit to an infamous Peace. The Race is not to thfi 
Swifij r.or the Battle to the Strong, 'tis God that gives the 
Vidory i and when we have fo jud a Caufe, we have great 
Keafon to hope for the Aflitlance of God Almighty ; which 
%vill be fufficien: for us, even tho\ by means of our Jate 
Ncgotiationa and Conduft, we may now Jiterally fay^ We 
have none elfe to put our Truft in, but him- 

The Circumfiances of Europe, Sir, are indeed at prefeot 
ID a dangerous, a moll terrible Sitaation ;'and the prefect 
Circum fiances of this Nation cannot, ^tls trqe, be faid to be 
happy ; but the Honourable Gentleman who made thi^ 
Motion is, I think, one of the Jail that ought to have made 
ule of fuch an Argument for our approving of a difho* 
nourable or dell ru^ive Trtaty, If we have negptiatcd the 
Affairs of Europe into an unlacky Situation, 'tis well 
}tnown who ought to be blamed i and if the do me flic Affairs 
of this Nation be now in great Diforder, a certain Friend of 
his cannot be entirely innocent. If our Aliairs are brought 
to fuch a fatal Crifis, that we muil cither forfeit our Ho- 
nour, and leave our PJantations and Trade expofed to con- 
tinual Infults a»d Depredations, or engage in an unequal 
War, it may be an Argument for fufpending our Refent- 
ment, if poiTible, till a more favourable Opportunity offers i 
but it can be no Argtiment for our agreeing to a difho- 
nourable and pernicious Treaty ; cfpecially when by fucb 
a Treaty we are to get nothing, not fo much as a Sufpenfion 
of Hoftilities, and are to give a general Reteafe of all for- 
mer Demands, a general Oblivion of all pail Injuries; 
for fmce we are to get nothing, I think we ought not to 
liave pafled from any thing by this Preliminary : Our De- 
mands, as well as our Rights, might have been referred to 
be regulated by our Pknipotentiaries ; and in that Cafe, we 
could have infiAed or relaxed with regard to the former, 
according to the Compliance we had found Spain ready to 
make with reg:ird to the latter, 

' i thercfofe hope. Sir, that no Gentleman will b€ frigjit^ 
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ned into an Approbation of this Treaty, by tte. Terrors Annoti a. G«a^ 
that have been thrown out? but that on the contrary every^ li^ i^^l^ 9* 
Gentleman will upon this Occafion refume the Spirit of his 
Anceftors, and rcjed a Treaty which fo evidcntty bkfls the 
Honour of his Country,. When this h done, we may wiE^ 
Honour examine into the Terrors we have bei;n th reamed 
with^ and if there be the leaft Ground for- theni, i hope it 
will be a prevailing Argument for opr en spring, upon a Jlria 
Enquiry into the Condud of thofc who have brought rheiy 
Conntry mo fuch fatal Circumftances i for if. we be in i\ic\\ 
a woful Condition* as to be unable to continue in Peace wirh 
^ny Degree of Honour, or engage m War with sny frof* 
pcd of Succefs, 1 am fure we can expe^ no Re<irefs froija 
(he future Condufl of thofe, who by their pall,Condu6l hzve 
brought our Affiiirs, both at Home and Abroad, into fuch 
Diftrefs and Confufion/ 
Lord Gage, 

S J R, 

* As. incapable as I am of entering ;]nto a J>ebv%te of Lord Gage, 
this Nature, I can't with that Duty I think I «we my 
Country, and thofe I have the Honour toreprefent, ^ ilill 
and only give a Negative to the Queflion before us : For I 
look on this Addrejs that is prcpoied to be made ^s^ Ma- 
jeilyj to be no tnoie than a Vote of Approbation p^ the 
Alca fares taken by the Adminillration, nnd of Thanks tor the 
BleiTing the Nation has obtained by ihh Convention with 
Spain, of which I once faid before, had a Meffenger with 
proper Inftrudions been fctit over in a Fiiher-Boat, he \vould 
have brought us back a better than chat we have go^. 

* As to any Compliments that are to be paid hh iMajefty, 
ub one is more ready to jain in them ikin myftif j but ai 
by the Laws of this Land the King can do no wrong ; fo 
I look on this Convention as the Work of rhc Miriifler, 
nnd as fuch I fhall fpeak of it i and that \t is fp is ^lear, for 
Everybody^ Jet him be never fo dim-fighted (that has not: 
J ad Dull thrown into his Eyes) mult fee that this glorioui 
Convention, that has coil the Nation not above Half a 
Million of Money, i» more a mlniileria,! Expedient to get 
over this Seffion of Parliamentj thn^ a Thing calculated 
either for the Dignity of the Crown, the Satiskaiun of th« 
Merchants, or Reparauon fur the repeated Jniults on the 

» Honour of the Nation. 
* When I firii read the Convention, T waft fiSrprized to 
find that our indifpu table Right to free N>vignion, ^nd no 

£t any Diliance from Land, was to be rc^rr'd to Pie- 
iaries at a future Congrefe ; The, refe iring m in- 
ie Right, 15 in a Manner weakening the 1 itje, not 
that 
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Aflno r i.Geo. Uiat I appreheiid, that any Jf in tiler u Home or AhtOi 
II. J7j8-p- ^j(i ever dare give up thh Right of ours. 

But why h thh ro be difcuJTtid in a future Treaty I Whyi' 
after ihe Refoludons the Parliamene laft Year came into, 
wa* not this the Jirft Article in the Con^enrion. She ^um 
mtft as to any Treaty with SpaiRi caa there be any oneA 
weak enough to imagine, that Fienipotentiarics fifticg at » " 
jound Tabic with Pen, Ink, and Paper before thein* can 
procure for thii Nation what our Fleet cotild not have 
done b^ Year with Cannon, Powder, and Ball ? 

' Befides, by having defcn'd doing curfclvea JuftJce, 
England may have loft a very lucky Junflurc : France and 
Spain were tot then on fo good Terms, as I am afraid ihey 
arc at prefcnt. Had the Spaniards been attacked lafl Year 
in New Spain, we fhould have found them unpravidedp their 
Garrifons without Men, and their Fortlfi cations out of Re- 
pair, But this they have taken Care to remedy for the 
future^ by the great Number of Troops they have fine© 
fent thither, and by working Day and Night at their For- 
tifications. ' 
' But at on tbe one hand they are grown J!ronger# fd 
we on the other are grown weaker and poorer : We, Sir* 
jaft Year threw away a vafi Sum of Money to no Purpofe, 
but to be laughed at by all Nations, and they by our Leav« 
arc bringing home. In their Galleons, vaft Sums of Mo- 
sey to be em ploy 'd again ft us, 

< What have we been doing for there fall twenty Year* 
but negotiatrng to no Furpofe } What 15 there in this Treaty 
more than in all former Ones ? Did not Spain by the Treaty 
of Madrid, in the Year tjai^ which Treaty was confirmed 
by another in the fame Year, called the Tripple Alliance^ 
ilipulate that all former Treaties fhould be confirmed, and ex- 
prcfly promifed that all Goods, Merchandizes, Money, Shipt, 
and other Effefts, which have been feized as well in Spaia 
as the Indies, fliould be fpecdily reftored in the fame kind, 
or according to the jutl and true Value of them, at the Time 
they were feized } Has there been a Tittle of this performed ? 
Has our Merchants ever had any Saiisfaftioa made them 
lor their Ships* their EfFcfts and Money they were plunder'^ 
of? Why, CO. 

* But yet every Man, who at that Time did not belkve 
they ihould, was looked upon as a Jacobite, a Man difal^ft- 
cd to his Majefty, or at Jeaft to his Minifler, which wai ai 
tmd, if not worfe. So far were the Spaniards from pcr- 
Ibrming one Article of this Treaty, that ihty ufed us worfe 
than ever, and fo continued doing till the Merchants came 
wi^h frcih Complaintii which tliey laid again before the 
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Commons* where I can't fay, they were very ci* Annoi 
¥illy uM by fome; however, ihcy made out very clear the ^^'JJj^\ 
Allegatioos of the Petiuoo^ and proved their LoiTcs beyond i^STSJ 
Con trad jftion. 

* Upon thii, vigorous Refolutiona were again cnterM into 
by the Haufe of Commons to obtain luftjce and SacisfafHon 
for iht Mcrchancs ; aod in order to obcain itj our theo and 
prcfent Mini[lers finding that they had not fucceeded In any 
Dne Treaty cbey had yet made, encer'd into asother called 
the Treaty of Seville^ figncd in the Fear 1729. 

* By the iirll Article of this Treaty all former Treaties 
of Peacei Friccdihip and Commerce, are again renewed and 
confirmed j and Spain exprefsly promlfed not to do any 
Thing, nor foffer any Thing to be doce* that might be coilr 
tnu-y thereto di redly or indircftly, 

* In the 4th Article of this Treaty it is particularly 
Agreed, that the Commerce of the Englifh Nation in Ame- 
not fhould be exercifed as heretofore : And that Order* 
ihould be djfpafchcd without any Delay to the Indies for 
rhat Furpofc. 

* By the 6th Article of it^ Commi/&rje9 were to be 
named who were to ktcle the Limits and Prctenfions of the 
Merchants : And Spain promlfed to execute punfluaHy and 
exadly, within Hie Months, what ihould be decided by the 
iaid CommiiTaLriei, who were to make their Report in three 
Years; but there being nothing done in the firfl three Years* 
the Term was renewed for three Years more, in order lo 
do nothing > i , which fucceedcd accord ingSy. 

* And I remember very well, that an honourable Gentk- 
man on the Floor * oppofitc to me dtd at the Time of the 
making this Treaty ofien fay» that he was fure if the G6* 
vernmenc would give the Merchants the Money that was 
£0 be allowed the Commi0aries, they would get more by 
that, than from the Treaty, which 1 think has proved but 
too true : For ihofe Gentlemen for themfelves have not 
f eceived lefs than twenty thoufand Pounds 1 whereas thf 
Merchants have not received twenty Pence. 

' But yet at that time this honourable Gentleman as well 

as myfelf, and all thofe who thought as we did, were looked 

upon as a Sett of difaffefted People, as they are now who 

don*c like this Conventtont and expeft no more Good from 

H it than from all the former TreatieSp 

■ * And as for my Part, I own I expert no Good from it, 

I liut apprehend much Hurt : Our Right to free Navigation^ 
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Annbil.dea an^ no Stittlt ntt beiiig inkrted in lt/bu£ kft to Com- 

\.y^V*X^ ' 1 find alfo, by what I call tic Prdinvinary Article, the 
King of Spain*s Frotefl, chat the Souch-Sca Company's 
Afllento Contrail will te annulled by the Company's having 
reftifcd (a few Days ago in a full Court) to pay the fixty 
eight thousand Pootidsj the King of Spain demands of thejn 
by that Protclt deltver'd to Mr, Kecne, What Authority 
Mr. Keene couki Jvave to make chii Bargain for the South- 
Sea Compai^y, and give up a Property they are entitled to^ 
by Virtu* of Treaties and Adli of Parlmmcnt, I can't ap- 
prehend. And iho* their Lofs may be no national Pointp 
yei k> great a Body of EngUlhmenp whofe Property is con- 
cerned, deferves at teaft the PrOtedion of Parliament. 

* The next Thing that I hafe good Reafon to ^ieHeve 
ifvill be given up* or at leaft taken from us, is Georgiap tho' 
hitherto iupponed by great Sums of Money given by Par* 
liament, aid granted by a Royal-Charter to the prefent 
Tiufteesi For you will iind by the fecond Article of this 
Convention, that the poor People, who, under the Proteflioii 
of this Governmentj have tranfported themfelves thither, 
are to be left naked and de fence lefs, expo fed to the Mercy 
of the Spaniards, whenever they pleafe to attack them, by 
being retrained from the Means of Self-prefervation. For 
by that Article it is agreed, that neither the Spaniards not* 
they fhould raife any Fortifications. 

*. Now, Sir, I can fee but one Reafon, why this was fti^j 
pulaied in the Manner I have mentioned, for it regards 
oniy ui (we demanding no Pare of the King of Spain'i 
Territories} and that is this ; our Minifters finding that 
Spain did not much like our Settlement at Georgia, and 
they not daring, by a folemn Treaty to yield it up, they 
might whiCper the Spanilli Miniftera, and tell them we are 
forry we don't dare give it you up, but we will agree it fhaJI 
be left defencelefs, and then you may eafily take it, and 
we not called to an Account for it : This is not at alt im* 
probable, when we confider how indutlrious oar Miniftera 
have been to hnd out Expedients to be welJ with Spain, for 
ihe Good of their Country. 

* Now I have been fliewing you what I apprehend we 
fliall lofe I let us iice a little what it is we have a Profpefit 
of getting '. That of no Search, free Navigation, and Saiif- 
faflion to our Merchants, I am fare it won't be, for th.e 
Reafons I have mentioned before, as well as from what fell 
from the honourable Gendeman that fpoke hH ; for it is 
not to be fuppofed, but what as far aa fair Means woald go 
tytry Method has been aiready try*d : And he juil now at^ 
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geod as tol3 lit, we cotiM proeeied by no Otter : For ihat Annot^ae£^. 
we had ncidier Money to ^to W;ar with, nor Friend, nor ''* ^7l^-9- 
Ally in ihe World to iiipport us; and fae mull know^ who ^^^^^'^^(^''\J , 
liias beeo lur grand Negotiator for tbefe lali wenty Yeaus ; 
a pretty Accoant, I mult ovvn, he has given us of ihe Sue* 
cefi of hit Negotiations, ai well as prudent I>eclamtton 
fmiti one in his Poll. 

* But by this Treaty he tells us, there k to he ample 
SatiifaSion given to our Merchants j how Jar they arc fa^ 
tisfy*d with the Convention the Houle may judge, from 
%vhat Ihey have heard them ticclare at the Ear. 

* He fays, tliey aie to receive 15^,000/. will be in fall 
•S^tisfafUon for their Loffes tho' by the Bje^ their Demandi 
en Spain were for 34O1O00/. but onr Commiflary, b^ a 
Stroke of hh Pen, leduced them to 200,000 1, being as he 
thought full enough for oar Merchants, and then to induce 
Spain to Prompt-Fay men E 45000/, more was ftruck ofF, 
vvhich brings it to the Sum the honourable Gentleman ha a 
mentioned Spain is certainly to pay us: i^nd upon this 
Point, I iind, he ehiefiy fecms to cjttol the Goodnefs of ihe 
Convention, and the Ability of the Miniilers in bringing 
Spain to this Condefcenfion : For that Spain paying the 
Money was owning her Fault, and declaring the Illegality 
of her Proceedings : In anlwer to thisj in the firft pJacc, [ 
don't believe Spain will ever pay iw a Farthmg of the 
Money; and in the next Place, fuppofe the Money men- 
tioned ihould be paid the Merchants, let ni fee how mucii 
^pain is to pay ui of it, 

* Why in the firft Place towards making up the 1 5 5,000/- 
fbr the Satisfadion of the Merchants, Spain infills on Eng- 
land allowing her 60000 A as the remaining Part of a Debt 
due to her for having deftroy^d her Fleet in the Year 1718- 
Very gracious indeed^ that they did notcarry herDem.^ndla 
as far back as Queen Eiiza6eth'i Rejg-n, for the Fleet thai 
deftroy'd! 

* But as ftrange as this Demand of Sparn may fcem from, 
her, it is much more fo in thofe who have agreed to it, for 
it has been already once fatisfy'd, as appears by thofe Pa^ 
pers on your Table, which are Copies of the Initruf^ioaa 
font to our Mmiftera in Spain at the Treaty of Seville, 
wherein h mentioned as follows, * In cafe Spain fb^ll make 

* any further Demands of you for the Lofs of thpir Fleeti 

* deilroy'd by Sir George Byng, aftenv^uds Lord Torringion, 

* you arc to tell the Spanilh Miniiler*, that Spain has been 

* already amply iatiafy*d, and you are not to enter into any 
' ferther Difcuflion with them on that Head/ 

_, * Another Time Spain paid themfelves this Demand t jr 
m Vol. \L E fciiing 
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Atinoi2 6eo. f^^^^^S ^^^ Sctttt-Sea Compaivy's EflTtas, Sp^in at tha' 
IL itV^P* Time declaring, that they wcrelei^d and kept on that Ac 
i>^-w'*v| -count L Bot what does it fignify^ if for the Sake of obtain- 
ing this mo^ advamageou^ Convention we fhould pay it her 
ac tht^ Time. And then it reduces what Spain is to pay^ 
BSp to 95000 /, 

* In the next Place, towards paying the 9^; 000/. the Kirg 
of Spam infifls by his Proteft asi I mentioned before. That 
the South Sea Company Jhall immediately pay him 68000 /I 
being a Debt due to him ffom the Companyj on one Head 
of Accounts, tho' at the fame Time, on other Heads t>P 
AccourttSy his Majei!/ is indebted to the Company a Million 
over and above» as appears on your Table^ for which ihey 
are to ilay his Time* 

* Now thefe two Sums make 128,000/. that I think 
England is to fay our Merchants inlleatd of Spain (if ever 
paid) To there remains but 27000 A for Spain to pay; of 
which 27000 /. ibe has taken Care to be excufed from paying 
one Farthing, as appears by the Stipalatlons by way d 
Drawback, infcrted in the 4th Article of the Convention, 
and the 2d feperate Article. 

' For by thofe Articles Spain is to dedu£t cttt of thi 
Monf y (he is to pay whatever (he m^y have already gi^ea 
in Satisfiiflion for any of our Ships that have been taken j 
And England is alio to allow Spain the Value of the St 
Therefa, a Ship of theirs that had been feizcd in the Port 
of Dublin in the Year 1735. All this is to be fettled by 
our Plenipotentiaries^ and I think we fhaJI come off well, i 
on the Balance of Accounts inftead of receiving the 27000/ 
%ve ftian't be obliged to pay an Overplus to Spain. Hcr< 
ends, Sir, a thort Narrative of the ample Sadafaaioa Eng^ 
land 15 to receive from Spain for the 34.0,000 /. due ic 
her Merchants. A molt glorious Convention I rouftown, 
and fuch a Mafler-Piece in Politics, thit I dare fay none oi 
the Machjavilrans of the Age, but our own at the Head Oj 
Affiirs, could have thought o(l 

' But yet. after all this, we fhall be told I dare {iiy^ tha' 
this thorough Diflikc to the Convention, and Flame th< 
N. lion is in, is raifed only by a Parcel of Merchants and dtf 
contented People, who only want to turn out the Miniflers 

* Nq, Sir* that is not the Cafe, for it is not the Minii^era 
but theif Meafurcs that have kindled this Flame* Fa^s 
will always foeak for themfeivea, and Merchants wiJl al- 
ways know their own Intereft, 

» But when the con[inued Depredations on our Me; 
clangs, the repeated Infylison the Honour oi: the Natio 
Ihe Cruelues and Baibaritiei cxercikd on our Sailorf, 01 
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oanttymen thrQWn into Dungeons, and cb.itned like Anno 1 2 Ot^ 

iivest 1 lay when this is confider'd^ and no more Profpedl ^^ 17^8 yJ 

Redrefs from thts Convention than a Piece of walte ^-^^T^VJ 

tin wonder that the Heart of every Englifliman 
mli be enllamecj, 

* 1 heg Pardon, Sir, for having taken up Co much of jrour - 
T;fl)c, but fhalt bcagainll this Addrefs 10 his Majetly, bee^ufe # 
ikok on this Convention as difadvantagious to the Mer- 1 
ciainii, diihonourable to King, and ignominious to the Nation/ • 

Mr. How^ * Member for Wilts^ fpoke as follows. 

S I Rr 

* I imagine what Gentlemen propofed to themfelves by j^tr. How. 
eiamining the Convention was ro obferve, indeed, and 
point out any Mililakefl that might be in it ; but with this 
Ititentioci only> that the^ might liiereby ailill and enable 
(as is our Duty) thofe who have theConduft of Affairs, to 
bring ihcm to the happy Iffue of ellablifliingp by peaceiibie 
Meant, aJ J oar /e vera 1 Rights » and more particularly that 
of J free Navigation, fubjeil to no Search; determined at 
£Ae Jame Time, if amicable Means fail, to defend our Rights . 
by the ftrongefl Methods. But it feems I am ml^aken, for. 
the Intent of fome Gentlemen proves to be, to lay afiiie ail 
Etideavours for Peace, and to enter immediately upon 
War; but i muQ be excLifed from joining with them in • 
tbat, and fliail continue my View of preferving and fc^ ' 
turing»by amicible Means, ail our Rights, agreeable to the 1 
Advice weouriejves gave his Majefty.-^ I do not th nk. Sir, 
the Confideracion of the Convention itfelf £0 be of to ex- 
ttnfive 3 Naiore as it may at iir 11 appear ; I will therefore 
conline myfeJi very cbfely to it, that 1 may not trefpafs 
too long upon the Indulgence of the Hcufc ; And bs it is 3 • 
Point entirely National, X will exclude all Confideradona . 
but what are National : Neither Friend ihip* nor, what is 

ct more powerful, its Contrary, nor any of the narrow 
'icwi of Party fliall find the leaft Admitunce. The Opi- 
ion J fliall deliver you will be that of a plain Country 
Ididciiian, who lives upon his Rents, and being fatij^fied 
Ui Rent! depend on the Trade of the Nation, will becare- 
h\ no way to injure that Trade upon which his own Re* 
venue depends ; And as that h to be the Cafe of all bnded 
Wco, we ought to be very cantious in our Proceedings to 
lyoid €\xiy Thing that may any way obllru^ that good 
Soccefs in this Negotiation, which k is fo particabrly our 
Dttty 10 further and advance, and to which any ralh or on- 
idvikd Seep may prove vzty detrimental ; for all foreign 
E 2 Courtis 

■ -— "^ — ■ i i 

* Since crrated aPcerot Grtac Britjiui by the Tit*w *ji B^iji\ 
ffQiedT«oab. 




I 



(a8 ) 

^nno 1 2. Geo. Cot^rts give gr^t AttentloQ tD our Parliamentary Procerf- 
IL 1738-$^. ing5^ efpeci^Jly tkofe who are at Variance with as> and 

V/'^YX*-^ perhaps much more to th« Proceedings of the klTer, than 
of the greater Number. But upon this Heac}^ and that of 
Treaties in general, 1 {hall only repeat the Words of Sir 
William TcmpICj a Perfon well Terfed in Negotiations, who 
writing of a Ctrcamftance of Time much r^fembling oui^ 
fays J * It will be always Labour in vain, to make Treattea 

* and carry on Negotiations Abroad^ ^niek there is a4 

* Home an Union ta fupport them^' 
' I laft Year gave my Confent to this Meafure for Peace, 

to which the Houfe advifcd his Ma jelly : But if I had not^ 
yet as it h by the Advice of Farliamenr* and by the Crown's 
purlaing tliat Advice, become ihe Meafitre of my Conntryp 
1 IhouJd now have thought it indifpenfably my Duty to coa^ 
tribute to my Country's Succefs in it. Such was the Maxim 
of that People, who fliew'd the mofl public Spirit, and who 
kept their Liberty the longeft, Theyt a/tcr the warmett 
Dirput€s in the Senate, always concluded unanimouily with 
th^^t candid and generous ExpreiHon, -^^^ ^^^ *veria§ 
Riipuhiiiot: And as a.11 Nations agree ifi that Maxim > I 
liope we ihalt now put it m Eitecution p— , 

* But, Sir, I proceed to the Convention itfelf^ but will 
taJce it up no higher thaa the latt Sefiioa of Parliament, 
which gave Birth to it^ and will avoid bewilderiiig myfelfa 
either in the Labyrinth of Treaties, or Accounts, 

' In the lall SefTion of Parliament, the moving Rclatioiis 
which the Merchants gave you of their Loffffs, ihe corn- 
pa ffiouatc Seafe you cxpreffed of them, and the juft In-. 
dignation that arofe in every Man's Bread induced ihia - 
Houfe to addrefe his Majdly, That h« w^nld endeavour, 4 
ty amicable Meanji, to procure Reparations of iheirLo^», 
«nd Security for their future Trade ; and that, if thof*' 
Mcafures Ihould lail, we would fopport him in fuch as^ h8<< 
ihould then find necefTary. Here, Sir, give me leave to 
obferve, that we aiTurcd him of our Support in the formepf 
Meafure, as well as in the latter, and nnt only io^ but in ihm^ 
former preferably to iha latter j which Affurancc I hopa5 

we fiiall make good* 

^ • In confcqncoGc of this our Advice, Negotiations w€r« 

entered into, and a Convention or Agreement figned, b)r, 
which a certain Sum wa^ Jdipulated for Reparation of our 
LoiFcs, and a certain Time limited (a Circumftance not to 
be over -looked) in which all other Matters in difputearcta 
be difcuiTed, and iettled according to the Treaties now iit 
Beings and all Power of Treating to determine at that 
Tmtsi Thttlthinit to b5 the State of the Convention. 
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find do think tlie Convmitioti to Ire agree^bla to our Ad- 
vice ; What is pofitive in it, is unqu^llionably right £ 
wiiat is uodefier mined, and left to be difcuifed by tho Pieui- 
potentiaries, do one can fpeak of with certainty. All 
theireibfe that I (ball fay on that Siibje6l is, that 1 moft 
heaj^iJy wiJh^ the Event inay be tJie procuring u% Seotirity' 
for all our Rights and particularly far that of an unin^c- 
jiipted NavigatioDf free from all Search ; but as the Evenc 
ia in tlie BreaH of Time^ which no one can fiithom^ and as 
I ought to hope the beii, I can by no M^ns give myrdf 
Leave to think of making £6 rafii, fo defperate a Step, as at 
once to break thro' all Meahwes fbr Peace mken by our own 
i^dvice ; Nor can any Thing be more unwarrantable than 
to refufe to let thde Meafiires^ fo advifed by ourfelves^ be 
Uy*d to the End of the no long time, to which they are 
confined, and tn^eadof that to plunge immediatly intoaWar, 
^hich is the Tendency of aU the ArganiCRts on the other 
fide of the Q^eition. And naw, Sir, that I have mendoned 
War, I cannot but beg Gendemea to refleiS, that if our 
KighEs can be prefervcd without War (and no one can take 
oa nlaifelf to fay that h impoiTible) what a Load of Blood 
will he dr£cv¥ on his own He^d , who ihall engage his Country 
Is an uniecel^ry War i Now ihe Convention Ending thuSt 
is agrees perft;£tly with the Advice we gave the Crown, 
ai^ does fdiy warratit the Add re Is we are moved to make; 
nnd in whkh I could not but imagine we fhould all have 
united; fence by it our Right of free Navigation, without 
Search, wiiicb fome ivere jealoua was to be given up, i« fo 
fully aiTened and fecured, 

' The firft and greaccft Objedion. made to the Convention 
is. That the Miniflcrs have not begun with the proper 
Article^ nor in a proper Manner, 1 think, Sir, that Me- 
thod mull be undoubtedly the beA^ which leads molt readi^ 
ly and fa^ly to the defired End ; and to me it does plainty 
appear that the Method, which fome Gentlemen think ought 
lo ka.v« been taken » would have entirely disappointed and 
dekatifid it. They are pleafed to fay, that the Negotia- 
tkn» otrght to have begun with the Point of Search, and 
with declaring to Spaio^ that if ihe would not, at once, in- 
Ibntly give up chat Point to uj, tho" *tis the principal one 
IndifpQce between us, we would not treat at all with them. 
Surely, Sir, Juch an abrupt and arbitrary Proceeding could 
have had no other EfTea but that of putting an End at 
oice to Al Thoughts of peaceable Meafures s fuch a Me- 
thod as that, no one, even in private Life, would have fub- 
milted to ; nor could any Thing but Confafion have attend- 
id it. But aow what i>i fad vantage c^n c«mc 10 as by per- 
mitting 
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Artno 1 1 Geo. inltting our Right to be debated ? Which h the Objeaion. 
n. 175B p. Why, it is faid, that by fulFcnng It to be debated, ic is 
C/'^VN,/ weakened^ and brought tn Doubt. Surety No, Sir; -but 
on the contrary, ic is thereby itrengthened and freed from 
all Doubt : A good Title alwayi receivca Advantage from 
Examination; none bat a bad one iliesthe Light; and had 
we reftifed to let ouri be examined, would not that have 
fliewn a Doubt of it, even in onrfel ves ? Bat further ; Do 
not the SpaniaitJs, by fubjedlmg 1 ike wile their Prctenfions^ 
cqaally weaken them ? They ccrtajnly do: What Advan- 
tage do they then get by it? None at alL But we get a 
manifeil Advantage by it ; lor whoever confiders the Ctaufc 
in the Addrefs propofed relating to Freedom from Search 
muft agree, that our Plenipotentiaries cannot now givs 
that up : We have then this Advantage by permitting our 
Title to be examinedj that our Right cannot fufferany Di- 
minution, bat may receive a Confirmation by if. Thus^ 
Sir, it appears plainiy, that the Method fome Genclemen 
think ought to have been taken would have been fuccefs- 
Icfs ( and undeniably plain it is likewife, that the Method 
purfued has been attended not only with the Succcrs of pro* * 1 
curing Reflitution Jbr our JLof&s, but at the fame time, and ' 
thro' that* with the further Advantage of drawing from the 
Spaniard at leaft an impl)''d Admiffion of our Right; and 
they who deny that, and treat it with the uimoll Slight, 
cannot however difpute but that it furnifbea us with a new 
iirgument, and does open and make plain the Way to a 
JDO/e forma] Kecognition ; It therefore appears to me tQ 
have been evidently the more preferable Method. 

* The next Objedion, which has any Shew of Weight in 
it is, that a great Sum of Money in fitting out a Fleet, and 
a great deal of Time have been wafted, and had no EIFcd. 
As to the Eied of the Fleets I defire the Gentlemen to 
confider, how little Spain is (according to their own Ac- 
counts) difpofed to do us the leaft Juftlce, and then I leave 
7i to them to determine, what Influence our Fleet muft have 
had. And as to the Time fuppored to have been walled 
I muft obfctve* that lefs Time will ferve indeed to do a 
wrong than to do a right 1 hing ■ TheMiniflers had Time 
enough to plunge us into an unnecefiary War ; but as to 
what Time is required toadjufland iettJe the numerous and 
jarring Interefts of two great Nations, who havePoffelfioni 
jn all Parts of the World* they who arc leail Makers of 
fuch Aflairs, will be moft apt to think it an eafy Talk that 
requires but tittle Time* But further, as to the Time I 
mult obferve, that, bcfides the Reftitation of our Lofles,. 
*nd the at leaft jmply'd Admiffiou of our Right to be free 

from 
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from all Search^ more lias been doiie in tlie Time, than Anno i ^ (jt««. 
does at firft appear; for in coDfu^ering the feveral Things, H- >75S-^ 
in order to make this Convention, moft of the Points K^y^)r\^ 
in difputc mtift nccciTariiy have receivedl fuch a Degree 
of DifcaHlon, as will prepare rhem for a more eafv 
Determination. I cantiot therefore thinks thai either 
the Time or the Money has been fo mif-fpeBt. In the 
Light therefore that I fee the Convention » and the Ob- 
je£tloos made to it, I cannot but chink the Addrefs propofed 
{which is the Point in Debate) to be a very proper one. It 
gives me^ Sir, infinite Pleafure, as I conceive it wiil the 
Kingdom great Satisfaflion, by the Declaration in itagalnft 
all Search : The People have been blown up into an Ima- 
gination that their Right of Navigation, free from all 
- Search, was to be given up and facriiiced i and a very great 
f erjnenc has been raifcd in the Nation by tt, which I hope 
will foblide, when they fee» by our Addrefs, how little 
Foundation fuch a Report had * and that they wi]J now re£l 
afTured, thit if we cannot fucceed in our weil-intentioned 
Endeavours of faving them from that Increafe of Taxes^ 
which a War moil unavoidably lay upon them, and that a 
War fhall prove unavoidable, their Rights will In cafe of a 
War be defended with that Refolution which always attends 
Sedatenefg of Counfel^ and is never foond to accompany 
fafh Mcafures* Imdeed^ Sir^ I think that in the prefent 
Circumilancc of Thing; no other Refolution can reafonably 
be taken by the Houfe but that contained in the Addrefs, 
J can have no Interell to injure my Country ; and did 1 not 
think this Addrefs tended to advance the Good of it, my 
own as well as the pub fie Jntereil would difmcline me to 
it : But as I do moli fincerety think it for the Good of my 
Country, it mull have my Approbation/ 
Mr.Pitts* 

* I can by no means think that the complicated Quefiion win tarn Pit t% 
now before us is the proper the direfl Manner of taking Ef^n 
the Senfc of this Committee. We have here the fofc 
l^ame of an humble Addrefs to the Crown propofcd, and 
for no other End but to kad Gentlemen into an Appmbaciori 
of the Convention. But is this that full deliberate Exa< 
mination, which we were with Defiances calkd upon to 
give ? Is this curfory blended DifquiOtioi) of Matters of 
fuch Variety and, Extent all we owe to ourfelves and our 
Country ? When Trade ts at Stake it h your laA Retrench- 
ment ; you muil defend it^ or perifh ; and whatever is to 
decide that defer ves the moft dillin^ Con fide rat ion, and 
the moll dired undiiguifed $cnfe of Parliament, But how 
are we now proceeding? Upon an artil^c al, minijlefial 
Ciueilioo : Here is all the Coiifidtncf, here it the confcioiis 
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Stnfc of tlie gffaEettSerwjee that ever w^ ddiie to tWs 
Coontfy ; to be coOTplicatrng QgcIlioTis, to be lumping 
Saodian and Approbation, Mkt m Commii^r^^s Accampt, 
to be covcfing apd taking San^uary in the Koyzl Name, 
inftead of meeting openly, and ilanding fairly the dhtSk 
Judgment and Sentence of Parliament upon the iever&t 
kArucles of this Convention, 

' Sir, You have been moved m vote an homfele Addrefs 
of Thanks to his Majcily for a Meafare, whioh (i will ap- 
peal to Gentle men *s Conrcriatloii in the World) is odious 
throughout the Kingdom: Such Thanks are only d^e to 
the facal Influence that framed it, as are due for that Jow, 
un allied Condition Abroad, which i a now made a Plea for 
ihi i Convention . To wha t are* G en 1 1 eme n red uc ed in fu p- 
port of it ^ Fir 11 try a little to defend it upon its own Me^ 
rits ; if that is not tenable, throw out general Terrors, the 
Honfe of Bourbon is united, who knows the Confequenee 
of a War i Siu Spain knows the Confequence of a War in 
America; whoever gains, it mull prove fatal to her: She 
knows it, and mufl therefore avoid it ^ but fhe knows Eng- 
land does not dare to make it. And what is a Delay, 
which i^ all this magniEed Convention is fometimes called^ 
to produce ? Can it pvoduc^e fuch Conjonfiures as thofe 
you loft, while you were giving Kingdoms to Spain, and 
M to bring her back again to that great Branch of the 
Houfe of Bourbon, which is now thrown out to yon with fa 
much Terror ? If this Union be formidable, are we to de* 
lay only till it becomes more formidable, by being carried 
farther into Execution, and more llrongly cemented ? lot 
be it what it wilt, is this any longer a Nation, or what is 
an Bnglifh Parliament, if with more Ships in your Har- 
bours than in all the Navies of Europe, with above two 
Millions of People in your American Colonics, yoa will 
bear to hear of the Expediency of receiving from Spain an 
infccurep unfatlsfadoryj difiionourablc Convention ? Sir, I 
call it no more than it has been proved in this Debate ; it 
carries Fallacy or downright Subjection in almoli every 
Liae : It has been laid open and ex poled in fo muny Urong 
and glaring Lights, that lean pretend to add nothing to 
the ConviSion and Indignation it has raifed, 

* Sir, As to the great national Objeftion, the Searching 
your Ships, that favourite Word > as it was called, is not 
omitted, indeed j in the Preamble to the Convention, but it 
Hands there as the Reproach of the whole, as the ftrongcft 
Evidence of the fatal Submiifion that follows: On the I'arC 
of S^in, an Ufurpation, an inhuman Tyranny claimed and 
esctrcifed over the American Seas ; on the Pare of England, 
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ail undoubted Right by Treaded and from God and Na- 
ture, dccUred and afferted in the Rcfolutions of Parliament, 
af€ referrM to cJie Difcufiion of PleaipQCeociarfea, upon one 
SLDd the fame equal Foot. Sir, I fay this uttdoubted Right 
is to be difcuiled and Co be regulated* And If to regaface 
be to prescribe Rules, (as in all Conitruflion it is] this 
Right IS, by the exprefs Words of this Convention, to be 
given up and facriiiced i for it mufl ceafe to be any ,thing« 
irom the Moment it is fubmitted to Limits. 

* The Court of Spain has plainly told you fas appear* 
by Papers upon the Table) you lliall fteer a due Courier you 
fhalt nairigate by a Line to and from your Plantations in 
America ; if you draw neaf to her Coaftsr (tho* from Ehe 
Ci re um fiances of that Navigation you are under an un- 
avoidable Neceflity of doing ic) yoa iball be feized and con- 
fifcatcd : If then upon thcie Terms only fhe has confented 
to refer, what becomes at once of all the Security we axe 
HatterM with in confequence of this Reference ? Plenipo- 
tentiaries are to reguiate final fy the refpedive Pretenfions of 
the mo Crowns, with regard to Trade and Navigation in 
America ; but does a Man in Spain reafon that thefe Pre- 
tenfioni mull be regulated to the Satis fdflion and Hod our 
of England? No, Sir; they conclude, and with Reafonp 
from the h^gh Spirit of their Adminiitration, from thft 
Superiority with which they have fo long treated you, that 
this Reference mult end, as it has begun, to their Honour 
and Advantage, 

* But Gentlemen fay, the Treaties fubfllling are to be 
the Meafure of this Regulation. Sir, as to Treaties , I will 
take Part of the Words of Sir William Temple, quoted by 
the Honourable Gentleman near me, // ufumn is negmati 
ami maki Treatia^ if there is not Dignity and Vigour to 
enforce the Obfervance of them i for under the Mifcon- 
ftrudion and Mifinterpretation of thefe very Treaties fub- 
£tiing» this intolerable Grievance has arifen s it has been 
growing upon you Treaty after Treaty, thro* 20 Vears of 
Negotiation, and even under the Difcuffion of Commiflariei 
to whom It was refer'd* You have heard from Captain 
Vaughan at your Bar, at what Time thele Injuries and In- 
digniiies were continued ; as a kind of explanatory Com- 
ment upon the Convention Spain has thought fit eo grant 
you; as another infoknt Proteft, under the Validity and 
Force of whkh fhe has fuffer'd thii Convention to be pro- 
ceeded on. We'll treat with you, but we'll fcarch and 
take your Ships i we'll fign a Convention, but we'll keep your 
Subjeas Prifoncrs, Prifoners in Old Spain ; the Wctt Indiet 
are remote, Europe ftiall be Wicnefs how Wi aft you, 
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Atirtoi2 Geo. * Si^» ^s to the Inference of an AdmifHon of cut R'gM 
U 1 7;3^p- not to be fearched, drawn from a Reparation made for Shipt 
l^/'V'"^^ unduly fdzed and conEfcated, I think that Argument is 
very inconclufive. The Right claimed by Spain to fearcE 
our Ship^ is one Thing, and the Excceffes admitted to have 
been committed, in conteqnencc of thiii pretended Righe, ii 
another i but furcly. Sir, reafoning from Inferences and 
ImpUcation only, is below the Dignity of yonr ProceedingSi 
upon a Right of ehia vaft Importance. What this Repa- 
ration is, what Sort of Compofition for your Lofles, forced 
iipon you by Spain in an Inftance that has come to Light, 
where your own Commiflarics could not in Confcience dc- 
cide a gain [I your Claim, has fully appear 'd upon Examt- 
nation i snd as for tbe Payment of the Sam Oipulated, [all 
but fevcn and twenty ihoufand Pounds, and tJiat too fubjcft 
to a Drawback] it is evidently a fallactotn, nominal Pay- 
ment only. I will not attempt to enter into the Detail of 
a dark J confafed, and fcarcely intelligible Accompt ,' I will 
only beg Leave to conclude with one Word upon it, in the 
Light of a Submiiiion^ as well a» of an adequate Reptf- 
ration. Spain ft jpula tea to pay to the Crown of England 
ninety five thoufaod Pounds ; by a prellminafy Protell of 
the King of Spain, the South Sea Company is at once to 
pay fixty eight thou fa nd of it : If they refufe* Spain, I ad- 
mit, is flill to pay the ninety five thoufand : But how does 
it Hand then ? The Affiento Contract la to be fufpended z 
You arc to purchafe this Sum at the Price of an exdufive 
Trade, purfuant to a national Treaty, and of an immcnld 
Debt of God knows how many hundred thoufand Poundi 
due from Spain to the South-Sea Company. Here, Sir^ 
is the SubmilTion of Sptin by the Payment of a Aipulated 
Sum I a Tax laid upon Subjeds of England, under the 
fevereft Penalties, with the reciprocal Accord of an Englii&i 
Mintiler, as a Preliminary that the Convention may 
figned ; a Condition impofed by Spain in the nofl abfoluti 
imperious Manner, and received by the Mini ^rs of Bn|^l 
land in the moil tame and abje^, Cftn any verbal Difipf 
tinaions, any Evafions whatever, poffibly explain away th»i 
public Infamy f To whom would we difguife it ? To oofJ 
felvcs and to the Nation ; I wilh we could hide it from the 
Eyes of every Court in Europe : They fee Spain has talked! 
to you like your Mafler, thty fee this arbitrary fundamental J 
Condition, and it mull ftand with DiRinftion, with a Ffe**] 
eminence of Shame, as a Part even of this Convention. 

* This Convention, Sir, I think horn my Soul is no J 
thing but a Stipulation for national Ignominy ; an illufor 
Expedient to baffle the Rifcntment of the Nation ; aTmti 
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•^JTtliotit a Surpeniion of Hofljlities on tbe Part nf Spain ; Annoia Geo. 
on tnc Part of EogJand, a Sufpcniion i as to Georgia, of the 
firft Law of Nature, Sclf-prefervation and Self-defence j a 
Surrender of the Rights and Trade of England to rhe 
Mercy of PlenipotentiaTJes, and in this inHnitely highefl 
and facred Point, future Security, not only inadcqaate, but 
djreflly repugnant lO the Refolutions oi Pariiamenr» and 
the gracious Promifc from the Throne. The ComplaioES 
of your defpairiog Merchants, ihe Voice of England hai 
condemned it ; be the Guilt of it upon the Head gf the 
Advifer; God forbid that this Committee ihouSd Ihare the 
Guilt, by approving it T 
Mr. Lytelton, 

* From fome Words that fel! from an Honourable Member George LyteU 
who fpo)ce in this Debate, I fhall begin by wifhing in the moft ^^^^ *^**-i* 
folemn Manner, by msikingit my moti ardent Prayer, thac 
the mercantile Intereft may be the only Biafs of our Deli- 
berations To-day ; and that neither the Intereft of a P^rty, 
nor much lefs chat of any fingle Man, m2.y prevail over 
ihis, which is the national Concern. For men we Ihall 
do our Duty in this great Affair, and our Deciiion of it 
will do Honour to Parliament. But before I eoter further 
into Ihjs Debate, I beg Leave to take Notice of fome 
Words that dropt from an Honourable Genilemnn, who 
fpoke the firfl upon ihis Queitioo, and which 1 heard with 
the deepctl Concern. 

* After he had ufcd many Arguments to perfuade us to 
peace, to a^y Peace good or bad ^ by painting out the Dan- 
gers of a War, {Dangers I by no Means allow to be what 
he tepre rents them) he crowned all thofe Terrors with the 
Kame of the Pretender, It would be the Caufeof the Pre- 
leoder : 1 he Pretender would come I h the Honourable 
Gemleoian fenfible what this Language imports } The Peo- 
ple of England complain of the greatcll Wrongs and In- 
dignities i they complain of the Interruption, the De- 
jirii^tioo of their Trade ; they think this Peace has left 
them in a worfe Condition than before; and in Anfwer to 
I^II thefe Complaints, what are they told ^ Why, that their 
continuing to fuffer alt this, h the Price they mull pay to 
Iccep the King and his Family on the Throne of thefc 
Kealm^. If this were true^ it ought not to be owned. 
Will it ftrengthen the Family to have it believed ? But it 
is far from iruei the very Reverie of it is true: Nothing 
can weaken the Family, nothing can (hake the RHablifti- 
ment, but fuch Meafures as thcle, and tuch Language as 
fbis. 

Ft i Sir, 
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Anno 1 2.Ceo. • ' Sir, I know who hears me, and for that Reafon I 
IL i1i^-9- fpcak.^-Thc Honourable Gentleman who firft moved yoa 
K^^yr^^ this Queftion, and fome Gentlemen fincc, have ftrongly 
inMed, and it was the Sum of all their Arguments, that 
our Right not to be fearched is not referred to the Dif- 
cuflion of Plenipotentiaries, they are only, it feems, to . 
confider how to remedy Grievances. What Grievances, Sir, 
do the Gentlemen mean ? The Grievances of England! 
They adnjit but of one Remedy, a very Ihort and Ample 
one, and which virants no Confideration : That our Ships . 
fhall not be fearched upon any Pretence. This alone can 
go to the Root of our Grievances s all lefs than this is 
trifling, hurful, fatal to Commerce. Do they mean the 
Grievances of Spain ? The illicit Trade ? The Remedy for 
that too is already provided; it is already fettled by our 
Treaties with Spain, that we are not to trade in their Ports 
and Havens in America ; but if our Ships are found there, 
they muft be confifcated. Is not this fufficient ? I defy the 
Honourable Gentleman who has fo much Skill in Nego* 
tiation, to difcover another Expedient to fecure the Spania!ras 
from illicit Trade, which will not be deftrudtive to the 
lawful Trade of'Great Britain; and, I hope, we fhall be 
more folicitous for our own than for theirs. The Ho-~ 
nourable Gentleman faid, the fettling this would take up 
fome Time : It will indeed. Sir, for ;t will never be fettled 5 
it is morally impoflible it can ever be fettled ; and there- 
fore, I think it ought not to have been brought into Dif- 
pute. Had we proceeded conformably to the Intentions of 
Parliament, we fhould either have afted with Vigour, or 
have obtained a real Security, in an exprefs Acknowledg- 
ment of our Right not to be fearched, as a Preliminary J^ne 
qua non to our treating at all. This we ought to have in- 
filled on in the Words of La ^adra\ Protelt (which is the 
Preliminary y?;7f qua non of that Crown] We ought to have 
infilled on it in thofe very Words, as < the precife, and 

* eiTential Means to overcome the fo much debated Difputes, 

* and that on the Validity and Force of this exprefs Ac«- 
'* knowledgment, the iigning the Convention may be pro* 

* ceeded on, and in no other Manner.' Inftead of this, 
what have we done ? We have referr'd it to Plenipoteii«« 
tiaries. Is not this weakening our Right ? Would you. 
Sir, fubmit to a Reference, whether you may travel un- 
niolelled from your Houfe in Town to your Houfe in the 
Country ? Your Right is clear and undeniable, why would 

you 

* His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales was at that Time 
jn the Gallery.- 1 . . . 
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ym have It difcyiled t But much leCs would you refer it, if Anno.ii.Gea' 
two of your Judges belonged to a Gang, which has often ^^ I'jS-p*. 
Hoped and robbed you in your Way ihither before — — - 

' Things that are of a Nature to admit of Temperaments 
in each Party may recede from their refpedlive Pretenfioiis, 
and come lo a Medium to conclude the Difpu^e; fuch 
Thipgs allow of a Difcuffion, and m^y be referr'd ; but 
when no Medium can be found, when the Cife admits of 
no Temperaments, where to recede one Tittle, is lo give up 
rhc QueiHonj there to agree to a Difcufllon, is to endanger 
the whole : At beft, it can end in nothing but in both Sides 
adhering to their Claim, and leaving all in Uncertainty, to 
go on as before^ And can any thing worfe befal us ^ h 
not thi9 Deflrudion icfelf ^ 

* Oh but, faid the Honourable Gentleman, we have 
gained a great Pointy in bringing Spain to acknowleilge. By 
the prefent Convention, that Grievances have arifen in the 
Scarchiogof Ships, and that Means to remedy thefc Grie- 
vances ought to be found out f Sir« Was this ever denied I 
jyid Spain ever deny, that her Guarda Coila*s had fame- 
times committed Excenes, that is, fearched a little loo wan^ 
tonly, gone a little too fer, made ibme irrcguUr Seizures, 
and that this ought to be remedy'd ! All this is exprefsly 
con ft; fled in La Quadra's Letter to Mr. Ke^ne, da ltd the 
1 0th of February lafi Ytu, before we fent out oar Fleets, 
and that Orders fhould be given for Reparation^ when fuch 
ExcefFes are proved. But does this amount, or do the 
Words of the Treaty amount to any thing like a departing 
from their Freteniion to Search ? No — they are only a 
Modijicatton of it to a certain Degree, which is a Defence of 
the Praflice itfelf, and we thought, fo lall Year, or why did 
we judge that Letter fo unfa tis fail ory ? Eur, Sir, pray con- 
fider, our Right not to be fearched is a very (hort Point, 
wants no DifcufEon, does not depend upon Arguments of 
any Difficulty to examine or to comprehend. The King 
of Spain muil have known, for this Twelvemonth at leail, 
what he ought to think of it, and whether he will yie!d it 
or no. The only imaginable Rtafon of his chicaning fo 
long is, that he fufpeded a Weaknefs in the Counfels of 
England. What was then only Sufpicion, is now turned 
into Certainty; and if that will make him more pliant, it is 
eafy to judge* ^— 

* As we go on with our Politics, fo wilt the Spaniards 
with theirs. Ours have been to procraflinate, to put off a 
War it any rate, to hvc upon daily Expedients, to endure 
and to treat : Theirs have been to fool us with the Name 

tfi and to commit all Sorts of HolUlities on our 
Merchants 
^ 
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Annoir.Geo, Mercliaiits and Trade, to plunder and butchfr the for 
IL 1 7 ^8 i>. nier, and to ruin the lafi. Thus it has been j thai 
Sd^T^\mJ h will continue to be* -~* How we find our Accoant iij 
it I am unable to guefs f How Spain finds hers in it, is to 
plain at iirfl Sight! If that Court were bent upon undoing 
this Nation, they need onJy leave us to the Conduct we 
hold* What could they defire better, than for eighteeii 
Years more to interrupt our Navigation, and dcflroy ou 
Trade, put us to the Charge of half a Dozen pacific FlectsJ 
furnifh us with a Pretence for a numerous Standings Armi 
to confume us at Home, render ut the Scorn of Europ 
and at la(l, to make us Amends, account with us fo as lo 
receive or detain much more than they give, and keep th^ 
Claim fubfiding upon which they robbed us fo long ? Bu 
it would be better for England to fubniit at once, throw up 
the Trade to our Colonies, and the Colonies themfclvcsj 
than to leave our Merchants expofed to fuch inhuman 
Cruelties, and fufFer onrfelves to be mocked with Forms o( 
Juftice and Law, while we are the Prey, and Sport, of all 
In}u0ice and Violence, or with infignificant Treaties, whickl 
inilead of giving us Security ferve as a Pretext and Sandlion 
for all future It^juries- 

* But we are defirM to have Confidence^ to have Hopei 
in the Wifdom and Succefs of the Mtafures which his Ma 
JeQy is advifed to purfue. 

« Sir^ the People of Eijgland fear much more than thej 
hope.— And have not they Reafon? What can a Review < 
the paft produce, but Dread of the future ? Have not thefd 
Peptedations for thefe 20 Vear& increafcd Year after Yean 
How many Fleets have been fent out in that Time ? Whad 
were they to do for us ? To perfuade the Spaniards,'— To 
what did they perfuade them ? To make Conventions ao ' 
Treaties.— What have we got by thofe Treaties? New«l 
and greater Infults and Wrongs. This was enough to m- 
ducc us to fufpeft even ta(i Year, that with all our Appea-^l 
taaces of Vigour, we ihould do nothing efFedual ; but thofe^ 
Sufpicions were borne down by the Arong A^uranceii 
given, that we {hould not meet here again and find nothin^^ 
done. What has been done. Sir ? What is the Fruit of 
our Armament? A temporary Expedient, a poor, un&lid 
FrocraAtnation, a fhameful Barter of our future Sccuricyp] 
for the Nanae of Reftitution, which, indeed, we make ta I 
ourfelves, 1 won't tire you with repeating what has been I 
fo fuUy made out ; but when I compare this nominal^ chisi 
ridiculous Satlsfaaion, with the ferious Rifk we run of I 
loSifig our moH valuable Rights, 1 date be bold to layi ndl 

0th;f| 
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\tt Heaven ever (laked ikeir Honour and AnnotsGei 
l' i^ i /it^^ C^afl/*rj as thefe. W 1738*^ 

Ana arc we to go on Itill hopfng, trufting ftiU in fpitc 
F.xoericncc ? Arc our Refentmenta perpetualfy to be 
:h in xhn Manner, fbifced off from Exp^ient co 

,^ :.;, airtd from Seflioft toSeiEon, adjourned from one 

ftisy to mnotfaer, and fo on to a third ? If you don't like 
kt you fiiall tfac next ; and when that comes, if you don't 
; that neither, you may go to Wari. Ii this the Lan- 
ge to be held to a Parliament f*^ 
BfiC Gentlemen aOc, what have you loft by deferring 
our War?— Wiiat have we loft? All that we gave to 
h laft Year* — We have loH much too of our Re- 
much of the Eileem of Mankind, much of the 
of OUT People, which i a the worft of all Lofles, 
Btti I beg Leave to (ay, in anfwer to a great deal of Rea- 
foDing which 1 tiave heard from many Gentlemen, and 
Iveard wkb great fain, that the Queilion h nQt> whether 
War or Peace be more eligible j the Queilion now is about 
jtmnuinrng your Rights. If Spain believed u& in earneft* 
M Jbe did not depend upon our Timidity, it is fcarce con- 
mbk this ihould cofl us a War, But if it did bring on 
it k a War of Neceflityi and it is a War, in which 
ittr Neighbours have a common Caulie with us. What was 
Jkid of the War againll the Pirates, it would be Be/Ium ajw- 
mtMm gtnimm. Wtmld France take Arms to overturn a ge- 
nttml Right* which it h as much her Iniereft to fupport as 
eon ? Would {he £ght to ellablith in the Crown of Spain a 
Power dcflru£iive to the Freedom of Commerce, and a fu^ 
prcme Dominion in the American Seas; or to ijnpofe that 
0^00 Eiiglandt which fhe mtift refufe for herfeJf ? Upon the 
Foot of all Treaties this is quite impoiBblc : We muft be 
clad as the Gens 4tmidjrmai if France, or any other Nation 
fiitll retain this Right for themfelve&, they retain it for as 
tM ; it id our» by Confequence. Will Ihe break all Trea^ 
M then to take it a^^ay f This would be a^ltig with a 
Sptrit or Violence, which does not fecm to be in her now, 
and which, whenever it (hews itfelf, muR unite all Europe 
tooppofb its Eifc£ls, Should not we find one Friend among 
(b many Allies I Have we negociated aM the World into 
£tteraie^t united them all to oar Deftru^ion? If, by the 
Cofidfi£l of our ^inifters. Things are brought to fuch aa 
£jrtietmity, that we are reduced to the NecelHty of peri(h- 
ing in the juft Pefence of our Rights, or of )wri(hing equally 
bf lofiog them I the Choice is eafy to make ; let us periOi 
like Men, znd with Swords in our Hands. But don*t let 
BM hift the Wfaknefs to expe^l our Safety from thofe, who 

thave 
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have brought a flour jfblng Natmn to fuch a dreadful Alter" ] 
- What is this wretched Reprieve that we have I 
begged for eight Months ? Will that do ii& any good, Sir ? 
Wiil that be worth our Acceptance ? Do we real I j^ flatter 
ourfelves that we now are at Peace f Peace is a fccure and 
unmolcfled Eojo/ment of our Rights*— But Peace, at the 
£x pence of Rights, of elTential Rights, Peace expo fed to 
Infults, Peace expofed to injuries, h the nnoil abjeOi is the 
moll deplorable, h the moll calamitous Circumflance of 
human Affairs* tt is the woril EfFedl that could be pro- 
duced from the moH unfuccefsful, the moft ruinous War. 
Ko Nation fliould fubmit to it, while it can hold up its 
Head : But to fuch a one have we fubmitted, without llrik- 
ing a Stroke, and in a Condition to defend ourfclvcs^ not 
againjt the Spaniards alone, but if our Strength were wifely- 
exerted agaiDli any Enemies, whom in ftjch a Quarrel we 
might have to oppofe, not with flan ding all the Terrors now 
thrown out to make us believe, that the Nation itfcif is as 
weak as our Enemies tnay think, the Counfels that govern it. 
Yet thuugh the Weaknefs is not in us* we mufl luffVr the 
Shame of it, and all the Mifchiefs attending upon Lofs of 
Honour to a Nation, With what Contempt and Infolence 
are we ufed by Spain, when in the fame Treaty where flie 
flipulated that we Qiall not have Liberty to fortify Charles- 
Town itldfi which is as undoubtedly ours as London or, « 
York, that we mufl not dare to dig a Ditch about it till this M 
Dicuffion js paft; ftie has not granted us a fliort Sufpenfion " 
of Hoflitities, a temporary Obfervance of Treaties in not 
Searching our Ships ? So that, far from having a Peace, we 
have not got fo much as a Truce, For fure the worthy 
Member over the way did not believe himfelf when he 
argued^ rhat to have afked a Ceffation of Injuries would 
have been allowing their Claim, 14 a Man were at Law 
with me for my Eltate, without any Title at all, and the 
Cafe was teferr*d to Arbitrators, ihould I let him cut down 
my Woods, and make what Wafte he plealcd, till the Salt 
was decided, tor fear he fliould interpret the forbidding it, 
as an Admi^ion of his Claim ? Sure an Acquiefcence under 
it would admit it much rnore^ 

* But, Sir, the worll of all Indignities is his Catholic 
Majeliy's Behaviour with regard to the South-Sea Com* 
pany in La Quadra's Protetl. That he fliould not deign ta 
lubmit his Accounts with them to a Reference, to which we 
have iubmitted Things of fuch infinite Confequence, as the 
Right we have lo our Dominions, and the Security of our 
Trade j that he fliould value our Fricndfliip fo little, a» not 
even to grant us this Treaty* unlcfs out of an uoJiquidated 
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Account the Part he clarms be inlhntly paid, without any Annoii^Gto- 
f^^g.ird to the Balance, or that upon a Refjlal of this, Jie *I j738^-ir^ 
fliall deprive the Company of their Trades that this ChouJd 
be the only Condition of his agreeing to ilgn this Con- 
veutioc, and that we fhould take it on thefe Terms is in- 
deed aftoni(hing, even tothofe who ate ufed toconftder the 
repeated lafulis of ^pajn, and the habitual Tan^enefs of 
Bngbnd.^ 

* Sir, 1 entirely agree to what haj been faid by fome 
Gentlemen J that the Non-compliance of the Company to 
this monilfous Demand wil! not forfeit what is ftipufateid to 
pe paid to our Merchants, nor diredDy annul the Convencionp 
— 7^o be fufc it will not* But the Penalty annext to it, is 
the depr iving the Cpinpiny. during the Flea fa re of Spain, 
of iKc Benefits of the Affiento Trade, and probably too the 
JLofs of their Debt, fl^ioil lUght and Jaflice, and the Senfe 
of ali Treaties* Will our Government admit of this ? 
\Vill ihcy agree to it af jufl ? Jf they do, it is evident, this 
gre^t Body of our Countrymen are put out of his Majcfty's 
ProteifUon, and left at the Mercy of Spain ; and it is no Itfi 
cvidei^t^ that we buy this Conventioti at the Expence of a 
£re^t national Interell, and by a Breach of national Faith, 
of the Honour and Juilice of Farliament, which has fold 
und confirnied thts Trade lo the Company. To fay, this 
i* not an Article, what will that avail f It h much flronger 
than an Article, as it is the Safe of the whole. It is much 
worfe than an Article, as the doing it in this War has an 
j^r of Tricking and Evafion, that would thame an Attor- 
|iey> Gentlemen may dillinguilb and reHne as much ai they 
pleafe, but on this din y Found an on this Convention doei 
Jhujd, If every other Part of it were as good as it is ba4 
and difhon our able, thi^ alone (hould oblige us to reje£t it, 

yviih Scorn, With Scorn, Sir, let us rejcfl It, that to all 

,wc have tjffbr'd before, to all the accumuUted Snfults that 
were ever heaped on a Nation, a worfc Difhonourmay not 
be added, and that Diilionour fall upon the Parliament. 
Jipd therefore I heartily give my Negative to thisQucition,' 
r^jSir Robert Walpole, 
' Si R, 

' I am forty to bear a Queilion of this kind treated by sir Robert 
one Side as this has been, ft has been objected to the Walpgk. 
Convention, that it is not a definitive Treaty^ No, it n 
'not ; but it has been proved that it has laid the Foundatioii 
Jof a dcfiniiivc Treaty ; and a Foundation, Sir, that muft 
prfve laiUng to this Nation, and do Honour to every Per- 
son, Minister or others, who have bcrn Inllrumental in carry- 
ing this l^fp^oiiiuoa on, for my own Part, Sir^ the 
Vol, VL G grcatetl 
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An/oia.Ceo greateH Honour I expeft in fucceeding Times is, that it 
A i7iSj?. {hall be mentioned ihat I, wheaa Minifter, endeavmirttl 
Ci^^"V"X^ by ihis Convention to extricate my Country out of the 
moll Utfagreeable Situation fhe pcrbaps ever was in, that of 
going to War with a Nation with whom k is her greatcit 
Interell to be at Peace ; and at a TimetoOj when her doubt- 
ful Situation with her Neighbours leaves her very litdc 
Room 10 hope for any Ailiftance but from her own Power. 

* GenElemen have aljeady heard In what Situation we 
are with regard to the other Powers of Europe ; they have 
heaird that fome of them are not in a Condition to give us 
&ny AiTdbncc ; and others, iho^ they are in a Condition to 
aiiill us, will be very ready to do us all the ill Offices thac 
are in their Power In cafe of a War with Spain, In this 
Situation, Sir, we have but a very melancholy Profpeft of 
Succefs- If we were indeed free of Debt, if the Nation 
were united within itfelf, and if we had nothing to dread 
but from Spain, I OiouM be very little apprehcniive about 
the Confequences of our declaring War at prefent. But at 
the fame Time, Sir, a War with Spain, after the Conceifions 
ihe has made by this very Convention, would on our Parts 
be unjull, and If it is unjult, it mutt be impolitic and dilho- 
jiourable. I can eafily perceive by what Aris^tind by who(e 
Means, all the Clamour about this Convention has been 
laifcd ; but I am refolved, Sir, while I have the Honour to 
ferve his Ma jelly In the Station I am in, to let no popular 
Clamour get the better of what I think is for my Country's 
Good, Aa a Minlllcr, I can have very little to dread from 
Our declaring War with Spain, nay^ if I hsd nothing but my 
own Cafe and Intereft toconfult, it would be the fafeft and 
moft advantageous Meafure for me that could be purfued ; 
but i IhiU never be far our facrififing our real 1 mere (Is for 
the Purfuits of Military Glory ; and tho' I have as great a 
Hcgard as any Gentleman poffibly can have for thole who 
have the Honour to fervc his Majefiy in a Military Cha- 
racter, yet while 1 have any thing to fay in his Majefty's 
Councils, I fhall always be againft leaving it in their Ereafta 
to decide the Queliioa of Peace and Wan This Nation^ 
as has been obferved by Gentlemen who have fpoken again 11 
our coming to this Rcfoiution, is a trading Nation , and the 
Frofpcrity of her IVade is whu ought to be principally in 
the Eye of every Gentleman in this Houfe. Therefore, 
Gentlemen, even upon the Suppofuion that this Con- 
vention iias not To effedual iy anlwer*d the Expeflatioas of 
this Houfe, ought to confider whether our declaring War 
will be for the Benefit of our Trade; they ought to con- 
;fider what Profpeil of Succcfs we can reafonably entertain m 
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cafe of a War ; and whether a fuccersful War with Spam 
alone may not iovolve us in a very doubtful, t\nd ^ very ex- 
pen five one with other Powers. Thefe are ConCderations, 
that while Gentlemen are debating upon this Subjtdl never 
once fccm to enter their Thoughts. They hy h down as a 
Maxinj^ that we ought immediately to enter upon War; 
they allow nothing for the Uncercamty of the Event, fur 
the Interruption of Trade, and far the prodigious Ex pence 
it muH be attended with. 

^ But, Str, fetcing all thefe Confiderations afide, arc we 
to have no regard to common jullice ? Are we to have no 
regard for thofe Treaties, for the Obtervance of which. 
Gentlemen in all Debates npcm this Subject have fy 
warmly contended. Thefe Treaties provide abfoJuteJy, 
that the Navigation to the Span iOi Weft Indies fliailberc- 
ferved to the Spaniards alone , except in ihc Cafe of our 
-South- Sea Company's Trade, Had this Stipulation no 
manner of Meaning ? And yet it has no Meaning, if what 
Gentlemen now feem to infift upon ftiould be admitted. 
They infill that our Ships ought never to be feaiched, 
whenever they are found, and let them be ever fo near the 
Spanl^ Coafls, Fray^ Sir^ what is the plain EngliHi of 
ihis; but tiiat the Trade to the Spanilh WelUndles ought 
to be open to every Interloper of ours ; for I think no 
Gentleman has pointed out the leafl Diiference there can be 
between throwing that Trade entirely open, and our having 
2 Liberty, not only of approaching as near as we pleafc to 
tHeir CoaAs, but of hovering on them as long as we pleafe, 
without being cither Uopt or fearched. 

« This, Sir, is the plain Englifh of what the Gentlemen 
who are for a War with Spain advance ; the Convention, 
on iJie other hand, ilipulatcs, that the Treaties fubfilUug 
between the two Crowns Ihould be the Rule of fettling all 
manner of Controverfies relating to our Trade. H thefe 
Treaties are to be the Rules of our Condu£lon this Occafion, 
we are in no manner of Danger to fuffer hy the Convention, 
fmcc it J I allowed on all Hands, that all we ought in Realon 
10 claim is the Obfcrvancc of ihem. Therefor e» Sir, I 
hope GentJemen will think fit to agree to the Addrefs,* 

The Queftion being put, the Addrefs was agreed to* 
Ayes a6o, Noes 132, 

Next Day, March 9, the Report of the Refolutton in 
the Committee to addrefs his Majefty on the Convention be- 
ing read, it \^s moved that the fame Ihould be recommitted, 
which being appofed. Sir William WiodJiam fpoke to the 
following Purpofe< 
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Motion thdt 
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c^mniiitedi 



Sir Wjlbim 
Windiiam, 



Tho' tbc Propriety of this Addfefs was yefterd&y very 
fully debated, yet there h fo much to be faid agamft iu 
that the Subjefi grows «pon ones Hands ; and tho' wc fet 
very late* ytt as it has been faid that fcveral Thiftgs were 
faid for the Refolution, which were not ahiwered, I am fure 
that much of what mfght have been urged againft it was omit- 
ted for want of Time. Therefore, I hope Gentlemen, be- 
f jre they agree to this plaufiblc, tho^ fatal Compliment to 
the Crown, will ^ Jeall give a leaving to all that may be 
urged againfl it ; and confider that this h the laft Oppop4 
tmity [hey can have of fafing^ iheTr^de, the Honour, and 
ev2n the Independency of this Nation. For, Sir, I will ven- 
ture to fay, that if we fliouid agree to the Refolution of the 
Committee^ thefe maft all of them receive a moft irretrievabit 
Blow. 

* My Reafon for thinking fo is, tfecaufc Jf we agree to 
this Refoludon, we appi*ovc of the Convention, and by ap- 
proving of the Convention we facrifife every thing ihit 
ought to be \faluable to a free People^ vjfkhouc having any 
cth er Re tu rn h u 1 1 n ferny a n d D i fhono ur. In o rder to p rore 
this, Sir, I fhall confider the Convention even in the moft 
favoarable Light it can admit of, without wrefting the 
Words to a ^^ning contrary to what they appear to carry. 
' The firll Article imports that the Commercial IntercSs 
of both Nations cannot be cllnblilhed utilefs Care js takeli 
both to repair the Damages already Taftained, and to pre- 
vent the like from happening afterwards. This very Pro- 
pofition carries with it a tacit Conden^natlon of thofe who 
have been for fome time paft at the Helm of our Affairs^ 
The Complaints of oar Merchants and Sailors have lafted 
for thefe twenty Years pall ; the UnjuRifiable Claims of 
Spain are of an older Date, but they haVe never thought iit 
to avow them, ^till within thefe twenty Years:, Now, Sir» 
fmce, as the Preamble to the Convention takes Notice, h is 
abfolutefy nccefTary for the Intercft of this Nation that 
thefe Grievances ftiould be removed, I fhould be glad to 
know wfiy they were rtot remoyed fooner. Why have i^c 
for thefe' twenty Years been negotiating, praying, a^id ch^ 
treating ? And why has Spain been fo long fuflfer^d to bully p 
infnk, and opprqfs us f Why has no Attention been given 
to the Complaints of our Merchants? Why has the Chi^ 
cane cf that Court been fo long put up with ? Why Was it fo 
Ihamefully borne with, even after they had owned ihem- 
ietves to be in the wrong* Is it tiot notorious, Sir, that the 
Court of Madrid, fix, fe vendor eight Yea r^ ago, oW^ed the 
Injuilice and Illegality of fome Sfeizures i that they have fent 
f edulas to their Governors in Amtrica orderiag ReAitutioiii 
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and is it not notorious that thefe Governors have refufed to A^tiok^ Geo, 



I 



obey thrfe Oe<^olas, and have afterwards been jufVified by 
the Court of Spain for th«ir DiTobcdjenee ? Can any Man 
be fo blind as not to fee what this is owmg to f That rhey 
granted thefe Ccduhs^ becaxife at the Time perhapg they 
had a favoprftc Pomt depending with our Court, 1*hat 
the/ gave us in Appearance (ome Satisfaction, but fen t 
Orders to their Governors of a quite contrary Nature, 
To what elfc. Sir, can we fuppofe the Difobedience and Jm- 
pynity of ihefe Governors were owing? TheCedulas vverfc 
difpaiched to America ; perhaps two Months were gorte 
before th^y arrived there ; they were then esra mined ; a. 
ihoufand m fling Obfervations were to be aofwered ; and 
fomc thing fell in the Way, that before the Governor cotiM 
make the Reftitution defired, mull be laid before the Court 
of Spain* Thus at kail ftx Months were trifled riway, 
during which tiine that Court had gained tts Point, and 
*they ftatJy deny'd either to give 115 the Safi^fedion they 
had be/gre agreed to; er to bring their Governors to any 
manner of Piinilhment. An Inlbnce of thia^ Sir, jou 
have now lying before you in a Letter tomnmfilcated b^ 
the Marquis dt la ^adra to our Mini0er, where he telf* 
the Jaitcr very plainly, that the Spanish Governors m 
America did very well in refufing to give the Sntisfafiion, 
which by the Cedub fent htm from Spain he w:is ordereU 
to give. Thus, Sir, in efMl, we have had the moli grofs 
Affronts put upon us for thefe twenty Years paft, without 
our fliewing any other Refcmment than a Repetition of 
humble Memorials to the fame Purpofe. Therefore it is 
plain, that our Minidry at lealt have been deficienc in not 
brlftging our bifpatea fooner to an Jfiiie, and thereby pre* 
venting in a great mcafure the injurious Treatment we 
have received from Spain, This is the more inexcufable, 
ftuce it appears by the Letter I have juft mentioned, that 
the Claims of Spain were notconfiried to particnbr Fails, 
in which tbere might beforhe Doabtfulnefs, but llruck At 
the v^ry Root of our Commerce^rtKd free Navignrion in 
the Americati Seas, We read there; that our Merchants 
arc to obfervea certain Courfe fn lleering from one Part of 
the Britifh Territories to another ; and that the Spaniards 
themfclves are tn be the Judges, whether they obftfrve this 
Courfe Or not. This, Sir, is a Gaim wMch I apprehend 
deflroys our Navigation. For as no Treaty, nor any 

Ipofiti^e Stipulation lays down the Manner of our Navi- 
gation tn the Weft-Indfes; if «tty particuLu Manner is to 
be obfervcd, it mull be •diaa ted by the Spaniards them- 

tnd after that, they- arc to be the io!e Judges, whe- 
ther 
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AiinotiGeo. tber itlsobferved or not. Thus, I fay, by tbb Claim our 
II. 17?!^'^ Navigation in the American Seas lies at the Mercy of 

O^'YN^ Spain, while we have no other JKelief ch^D by having re- 
courfe to fruitlef^ and unintelligible JVIemorids ^nd Repre- 
fentations. I will take the Liberty to fay iarthcrj Sir, that 
after this Point was by Command of the King of Spain 
Aated to our Government^ our Miniikr at that Court (hould 
not have been permitted to proceed one Step farther in hit ^ 
j<egotiationSf till that Point had beeti cleared up. If theyf 



liad infilled upon their being the [udges of our Navigation; 
and in conCequence of that had, as indeed they did fearch 
and plunder our Shipping, our Miniiiers ought to have ad* 
vjfed his Majeity to declare War immediately ; and tf 
War had been declared. Sir, his Majefly would have been 
fupported by his People i the Minillry themfelvcs would 
have become popular ; the Nation would have been for^ 
midabie ; and no Power would have prefumed to trifle 
wirh DS^ or to have talked in a Language that feems to 
diflate in what manner we are to ad, 

^ A great deal more might be fa id. Sir, upon this Subjeft 
to prove how miferably deficient our Miniflry has been, iit 
not infixing peremptorily upon an Anfwer from the Court 
of Spain as to their Claim of fearching our Ships. Had 
ihcy done that, the Ai&ir mud have been brought to a very 
fhort liTue ; whereas the very fuffering fuch a Claim to be 
difputed on their Side, was in effect admitting it on ourss 
fince thereby our moll valuable Rights were rendered doubt- 
ful , nay I ftiall be able, I believe, to prove* that by this 
Convention they are fubjeded to the Mercy oi this infolcnt 
Enemy. 

* Having taken this curfory View^ Sir, of the Preamble 
to the Convention, I ihall beg Gentlemen''^ Patience, while 
J trouble the Houfe with fome Qbfervatjonsupon the Arti- 
cles thcmfelves. By the 6rft Article PlcnipotentiarLes are 
to meet: For what Purpofcf Why to fettle every thing 
that is in difpute between us ; or, in other Words, we have 
jcferred to two Spanifh, and two EngUfti Plenipotentiaries 
to decide whether we have a Right to fail and carry on Com- 
merce upon the American Seas, I ftiall not trouble the 
Houfe with repeating what has been fo very weH obferved 
by Gentlemen who have already fpoken in this Debate* 
J Iball only beg Leave to fay, that the Gentlemen who arc 
for the Addreli bring their Argument to this Inconfiilency, 
that they mulV either allow the Treaties between the two 
Crowns to be dark, doubtful, and deficient; and confe- 
quently, that this and the other Houfe have come to very 
^mproptr Refoluiions by dcclaxing upon thcfc Treaties 

that 
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Aat our Right to a free Navigation in thcfe Seas is ekar Anno 1 1 Geo. 

and undoubted ; or k mull be admUted that this Convention U. i Tj^ P- 

is a very arbitrary, unwaranuble Meafure, and exprefsjy ^s/^^*^ 

contrary to the obvigus Meaning of both Houfes of Parlia- 

tnent, I fay one of thofe Fropo^tions muft be admitted ; 

becaufe the Parliament having already called for and exa- 

tnbed the Treaties between Us and Spain, they find thataK 

the Rights, which Spain has pretended to dilpnte with us^ 

arc tuthciently afcertaincd by thofc Treaties. They have 

accordiiigty taken Refolutions upon the Footing which the/ 

aJFord ; therefore, f fhould be glad to know how it has 

happened chat oar Minifler<> appear to he of a diHierent 

Opinion. I believe when we came to the Refolutions al* 

ready mentioned, there was no Gemleman here, who did 

not imagine, that they were to ferve as Directions for our 

Minillry to aft by i and if the PaTliatnent thought the 

Rights of oar Commerce and Navigation fufficiently fe* 

cured by thofe Treaties, they ought not to have proceeded 

one Step before the Spaniards had owned the fame* 

But inftead <>f that, how have they behaved I The Par- 
liament fays, that the Treaties fufficicntly fccure our Free- 
dom of Navigation i The Court of Madrid fays, they do 
not. Our Miniflers, inllead of faying to the Spcmiards, 

* We will not enter upon any Dircuifion of the Valid ity^ 

* or the Meaning of Treaties ; for thefe are Points that 

* we are not at Freedom to admit being d^fputed, fince they 
' are afcenained by the Parliament of Great Britain, but 

* we jnfiJt upon thefe plain pofitive Fads, that you are not 

* to fearch our Ships; and that yop are to pay Damages 
« for what you have already done in Violation of thofe 

* Treaties.' I fay, Sir, initead of talking as they onghc 
lo have done in this Language to the Court of Madrid, 
f hey have admitted the Meaning of thefe Treaties to be fo 
(ar difpuicd, that it would not be at all furpriaing if Spain 
Ihoufd difpute next, whether wc have, or have not a Right 

'to fail up the River Thames. 

* Ihis I can prove from the very Words of this Cott- 
vention, and if &ny Gentleman fhall oSer the leall Argu- 
ment, that can prove the contrary with any Man of com- 
mon Senfe, I will give my Voice for the Refolucions. By 
the firft Article of the Convemion we find, that the Con- 
ferences of the Plenipotentiaries are to be regulated ac- 
cording to the Treaties of 1667,1670, 17131 *7'v 17^1* 
1728, and 1729, including the A fliento Contrail, and the 
Convention of 1716. Now, Sir, iho' f think it is ex- 
irrn^dy right that thofe IVtaties fhould be the G round - 
Work of oyr Negotiations, I think it very wrong, that 

after 
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afcec (o roJfjnn a DecU^auon has been m^6/t i?y VtdmmtnU 
Qur Right ol Navigation ftio^ld be fubje.«fted tQ the Will of 
any PleDipotetiuary^ be he Spanifh or Engl^fli. Vet ther^ 
is notfiiiig more plain chan that they axe : For we need but 
to look into the kzond fepeiatc Article of this Co|ivcntion> 
and there we Hxkll ice that a Doubt is mid^j wbethef qt 
not a Ship wiiich was i^iieii by the Spant^r^s failing fron^ 
Aptjgi^a, no longer ago than the 14th of April lait, was 
^, l^w/ul t^rize. What is the Meanings Sift of tbi^ Article, 
}^i t)|af xt*^ Spaniards a.ie doubtful whether we have by 
^^lea^ii^^j^, Right to fail on the Anneriean Seas at all. Foi* 
i/i W% t^Ly^ l^^h a R^gl^t^ fqrely we can no where exercjfe 
|t fo unexceptionably aa wiijii^ ^ght of oip* own Forts ; 
i^ they are doubtful i^h either a Ship is, qr i^ not lawful 
f rj^ >^'heii fhc fails froin Aqtiguaj and not a League froqp 
^hoFe, tnay they not juH aa well difpute. whether we have 
any Right to fail from Portrmontb or PJymoujJa, qr any Se;^* 
^ori in England J to London, or Liverpopt ? 

* Therefore^ $ir, 1 JUy, ,(hat this fecond feperate Articl.^ 
f jfpUins (fhe Meaning, of the firfb Article of tjie Con- 
¥e^t3c^^ J and fliews that the Meeting of ^>ur Plenipoteil- 
Sifitrits with thofe of Spain is hoc in orider 10 obtain Relief 
froin oijsr Grievances, tiut to multiply ihejn ; ^nd to decide 
whether we hayeany Right at all to a Navigation upon the 
Amerkan Sea*. At th^ fame time it appears, that our 
Court are far from being ignorant that the Difpu.te bc(weea 
U3 ipuft taicc thi^ Tttrni jgr the Court of Spain could never 
jaife any l>oiibt, whether we have a Liberty of failing iron 
Antigua, unlefs they had a Defign to dispute oMr Right of 
lailing atall on the American Seas. 

• The next Thing that I beg Leave to obferve, while i. 
am fpeaking to this fecon4 Arucle^ is the StipulaEion wi^ 
regard to the Limits of Florida and Carolina, which are 
Jikewife to be decided according to the Meanmg of Trca- 
tiejj, as if they were not already fufSciently afcertained, 

' But the fecond Article fufficiently proves, that the 
Spaniard 3 apprehend we ihallgive theni up all the Colonies 
that are in Diipute there; for we find that we muft not 
pee fume to put ou delves in a Pail ore of Defence in cafe 
Ihcy (hould be attacked. Now, Sir, 1 Jthctuid be glad p 
know of Gentlemen^ why they (o Urenuoufly lalt Year in- 
filled upon the Neceifity of putting the Colony of Georgia* 
iwhich appCfirs to have been iur lome trme pall a favourite 
Setibrnqnt with thii Nation, in a State of l>efence ? Why 
w^f the Public put to the Expence of /endiig thither a 
Re^itpent with ^ngiaeers Scores, and every thing n^ceifary 
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for making k vigorous Defence, if it h a Doubt whether We Anno !2 <3a3L 



hsLyt^ or h^vt not a Rfghc co the Colony, 

* I did inceod. Sir, to have gone thro' tvety other Arti- 
cle of this Convention, hut upon a Review I find f have 
been in a great Meafure prevented by the Gentleiticn who 
l)ave already fpoken againlt this Addrel's. Yec I cannot 
lieJp obferving the Manner, in which the dciinltive Nego^ 
tiation to be buiJc upon this Treaty is co go forward* In 
the hrft Place, we don*c £nd one Word in this Convention 
that ill pu laces any Sactsfailion for the Breach of the Law of 
Nations, and pofitive Treaties in the mofl inhuman Man* 
ner^ by the Subjeds of ihe Crown of Spain ; iherefcpre« 
ihcy are not to fuppofe, or at leafl they will not fnppofe 
that they have done any thing amifs* For this Reafoit 
chey will not be afraid to do the fame again ; and thus they 
liavc eight Months, appointed to the Plenipotenciarics for 
finiOiing their Conferences^ to afl at! their Violences and Inju* 
ries over again. And after thofe eight Months, we don't hnd 
a Word in the Convention, from which we can imagine^ chat 
the Plenipoteiitiartes have a Right to gtve utany Sacisf^^ion 
for whacthey may do in the mean Time, For my Part, ac ord* 
iDg to thU Cbnvention, I think the^r have acquired a kind 
ofRigKc to continue their Depredations i becaufe it ia 
evidetic that our Miniilers have at ieaA Jeft it doubtful^ 
whether they were or were not in the wrong in doing what 
they have done already. Give me Leave therefore, Sir, to 
fuppofe that the Spaniards will concinye their Deprcdationa 
during the Time of the Conferences; what will be tb« 
Event ? We mtiy fay to the Court of Madrid i • Here w» 

* have a farther Charge i your Guarda Collas have done us 

* more Damage for which we are to be fati^iied/ Js it not 
natural for them to bid us look into the Convention, and 
there we (halj jind no fuch Agreement; they may tell us, 
that the Convention was intended to regulate what was to 
come, and that the Deeifion of the Plenipotentiaries was to 
kave no Retrofpeft, At lafl, when Abundance of Me* 
morials^ Reprefentations, and Remonllrances have pall, the 
whole may be left to a new Convention. 

* What Britifti Subje^, therefore, will venture his Pro- 
petty to Sea, white fuch a Convention (hall fubfift i He can 
iave no manner of Rule to gobyj he fees a Ship, that to 
his thinking is in as far a Way of Trade as any Ship can 
bt, feiaedi and after the Sciaure^even our own Miniflers^ 
nay, the Parliament of Great Britain^are in doubt whether 
fre is not lawfiilly feiaed ; how then can he venture to Sea f 
Nay, even tho'lhe Capture of his Ship fhould be found il* 
kg^K all he can hope for is bare ReAitution, after loAng 
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Anno f 2 Geo. all the Benefit of his Trade^ and the Charge of the Ship, 
ll. J 7^8-9. befides Seamen^s Wages, Repairs, and a tKoufand other ex- 
penfive Articles, for perhaps upwards of a Twelvemonth. * 

* But I am afraid, Sir, chat there is fomewhat more than 
bare Suppofitions to fypport the Cafe I have put, I am 
afraid, the Spaniards have already, even fince the ftgning 
of ihis ConvcDcion, given Proofs in what manner they un- 
derhand it. Yoii have oow upon your Table a * Petttion 
from the Owners of a Ship, the Mailer of which was at the 
Time of pre ien ting their Pet it So n^ as they conceived, a 
Priloner in Old £>pain. He has fincCj indeed, been re- , 
}eafed ; but not till after his Ship was conEfcatcd, and after M 
he had filtered a long and tedious Imprilonmenii even af- f 
ter the Convention was figned. Nay« we were told at the 
Ear of one Houfe, that our Minifter-Plcnipotentiary at the 
Court of Madrid prefented Memorials for his Rekaiement, 
acd no Regard was had 10 them. i 

* This, Sir, is fo pofitive an Indication of the Manner in m 
which the Court of Madrid underllanda ihe Convention, m 
that X cannot imagine the kail Doubt can a rife on that 
Head. Have we had any Information yeu that Orders 
have been fent by the Court of Madrid to their Governors 
in America, for reitoring the two South-Sea Sloops, whick 
they have detained, or for drawing off their Guard from 
our Faftory at the Havannah I Jf they bad thought that 
this Convention obJiged them to difcontinue their HofLili- 
tics^ they ihould have immediately given thefc Orders, 
with fevere Injunaions to all their Governors and Officers, 
again 11 buffering any fuch Violences for the future. 

* No Gentleman here, I hope, will take upon him to 
iay, that the Sentiments of our Merchants^ and their Pc« 
liuons ought to have no Weight with us upon this Oc- 
cafion. 1 am of Opinion, Sir, chat they are the beft Judgea 
how for it is prai^ticable to carry on the Well India Trade» 
if the Convention Ihould be approved by Parliament ; and 
you fee in their f Petition, that they are under tlie very 
iame Apprchenfions that I have expreflfcd. They think thi* 
Convenuon makes the Mailers of every Guarda Coila fu- 
perior in Strength to a Britifti Ship thai Qiai) fall in thdr 
Way, the Mailers of the Liberty and Property of Britifli 
Subjeds. In ihort, tbe very Petition* that now lie upott 
the Table, confiderrrig from whom they come, and forwhal 
End ihey are inEendcd, ought to be fufficient todetemitne 
m to refufe our Allent to the Refolution* 

* Bat iho' I have the moil e^quifite Senfe of what qu9 
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McfcKants and Sailors have fuffered from Spafji, gtvc me 
Leave to fay. Sir* that the Retlitntion dee to them is but 
tbe fecond Coniixleration that ought now to engage our 
Attention* We have a more importatit Point to di fcufs, 
and that Is, the Sectiricy of our Navigation for the future, 
I am afraid, Sir, that our Min tilers have but half under- 
llood the Court of Spain upon this Head. They have 
taken it for granted, that all whkh that Court infilh upon 
is, the Regulation of fome particular Points, and the Dif- 
cufTion of certain Fads relating to our American Navi- 
gi^tion. But, as I faid before, ihia very Convention proves, 
ihat they difpute our having any Right of Navigation at 
all upon the American Seas. This is no new Claim of 
rheirs i it is a Claim which they have formerly trumpt up, 
founded upon the pretended ridiculous Donation of all 
America to the Crown of Sp^in by the See of Rome, Nay, 
fo fond were they of this imaginary .Right, that we find 
by their own Authors, that not much above a Century and 
a Half ago, their Admirals, whom they fent out to Anie* 
rka, had it in their Indrufllons to treat all Ships which 
they found failing to the ,Weftward of the Azores Iflands 
as Pirates* The Weaknefs oJ that Crown hindered them, 
indeed, from infilHngupon this ridicujoua Right; but when 
Gentlemen confider the Genius of that Court, and their 
Stiffnefi in every thing that regards themfelves, they will 
not at all be furprixed to find that, when they faw they had 
to do with a puillanimous weak Minilky, they fhould re* 
new their Claims. 1 don't, indeed, Qy, that they have as 
yet made any exprefs Declaration upon that Head, becaufe 
in that Event, the French, the Dutch, and every other 
Nation 'who has any Property in the American Trade, 
mall have been alarmed equally with us ; but I think it is 
very plain from their Condufl, and from their julUfying 
that Conduct, that they can mean nothing lefs than an Ex- 
clufive Privilege to themfelves of Navigation in the Ame- 
lican Seas. For I will challenge any Gentleman who is 
for our agreeing to this Addrefs, to point out by what 
Meant k ii pofiible for us to fail in thefe Seas, to fail from 
one of our own Cotonies to another^ even the moll conti- 
guous, if the Spaniards can be juflitied in the Caprures they 
have already made of our Ships? 

* It has been proved. Sir, at the Bar of this Houfe, that 
they have (etzed iihips within Sight of their own Settlements, 
tho* the Matters of thote Ships were obliged to approach 
their Coalh by Reafon of the Force of Wjnds and Ijdts : 
You have heati it proved, that thty have taken Ship nop 

Cight of any Land i atjd that they have taken them 
H z within 
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Anng I a-Geo. wkbin Sight, nay, almoit wijhin G on {hot of our ow» 
IL i7i^'9* Shares* If they can be juilified in thele Capmres, I 
^^'^V^^ Jhould beg CO know what Cafe can happen, in which we 
can fail on thefe Seas^ 

* But that I may not feem to fpeak without the beft Au- 
' thority, I ihalt take the Liberty to read the Extras of a 

Fapert which now lies upon yoar Table, and ii taken from 
the Words of the Declaration made by the SpaniCh Com- 
mif&ries co ours at cher Conferences fubfet^uent to the 
Treaty of Seville, 

* Id this Declaration it is faid, ' That whereas the 
' King their Mailer hath an indifpy table Right, by the 

* Gift of Pope Alexander the Ylth, &c, to the Pro- 

* perty and Dominions of all the Continent?, Iflmds, and 

* 5ea& adjacent, either already difcovered, or that Ihall here- 

* after be difcovered between the Artie and An tar tic PoleSt 
< a hundred Leagues Welt ward of the Ifland^ des Azores i 

* excepting thole Places which have fince by Agreement 
' with his Catholic Majel^y been poifell by other Princes, 

* and whereas the Britifh Nation have introduced them^ 

* felves into the faid Dominions^ without the Confent of 
' his faid Catholic Majelly, particularly into the Iflands of 

* New Providence, St^ Catherine, St. Andrew, Port Royal^ 
' Sec.'' and within the Limits of Florida, that, therefore, 
we ought to evacuate all thefe Places, This Demand, Sir, 
is fo rjdiculouii, that if any Gentleman had aiTerted without 
good Proofs, that a People in their right Senfes could have 
made ic, I dare fay he would have found Difficulty to have 
gained Belief- For it not only cuts as out of the Place* 
mentioned, but out of Jamaica ^ and fome other of our 
moil valuable FofTe^ions* 1 have heard an Honourable 
Gentlemen over the Way fay, that we never could bring 
the Crown of Spain :o acknowledge our Right to the 
liland of Jamaica ; I believe, nor to any Fofleffion we have 
in America ; therefore this Demand may be extended to all 
our American PoiTeffions. 

' It is owing. Sir, to our Mini ft ry overlooking and 
treating in a foothing tender Manner this Infoknce of 
Spain, that we have hitherto obtained nothing from them, 
but an Addition of infamy from repeated Injuries; and 
this Convention may be called the Coup de Grace to thii 
miierable lingering State, which our Navigation and Com- 
merce have been long in. Whereas had they erufhed thft 
Evil in its Bud ; had they refolved to break oS^ all Confe- 
rences unlefs thofe rornantic Claims were relinquilhed, the 
Spaniards would never have ventured to pcrfift either in their 
injurigu» Trtattnent of otir Merchants, or the Abfurdtty of 

their 
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thdr own Pretenfionf* But by tvtn continuing to treat Anno viGe*. 
wlijle fuch a Claim was upon the Carpet^ they had resfoti U. i7|*-».^ 
to ihink chat wc were either afraid to difobligc them, or 
that there was more Juftice in their Demands^ than they 
ihemfeivei perhaps at Arfl were aware of. This gave them 
^Encouragement to perfid in them till they have at [aft fuc* 
eeeded fo far as to get a Convention, which opens ro theoi 
a fair Profpe£l of obtaining whatever their own chime rical 
Wifhes coiild fuggeft, 

f I aik Pardon for troubling the Hoafe thus longi but the 
Iin|»ortance oi the prefent QueAion, I thinks demands that 
^vety Gentleman ihould fpeak even the Fulnefi of his 
^nfe : It is the laft time Sir, if we agree to this Refolution^ 
that we perhaps (hall have an Opportunity of Debate upoti 
any thing that concerns the Trade or Navigation of this 
Kingdom i therefore I hope the Refolution will be re* 
committed.* 
' Sir Robert Walpole. 
Sit, 

* TJie Propriety of the Refolutlon we are now debating sif Robert 
wa« fo fuUy confidered Yeilerday, that I did not imagine it W^p^U. 
te^ould have met with fo ftrenuous an Oppofidon To-day, 
However, as Gentlemen feem determined to make a Point 
of this QueAion^ I am not at all afraid of having it once 
dgain luUy and impartially confidered ; and I dare fay chat 
fych Gentlemen, who were for the Refoludon in the Com- 
tnittee, will be thereby more confirmed to approve of it in 
the Mode. 

* I ihall not take upon roe. Sir, to anfwer regularly every 
tiling the Honourable Gentleman was pleafed to advance ; 
bat T Will venture to iay, that 1 am able to anfwer every 
thing he has advanced to the Purpofe. The Preamble to 
the Convention was found &ult with ; Why f Bccaufe it re- 
cites that Differences have ari fen between the two Crowns 
on account of the vifitjng, fearching, and taking of Vef- 
fels, the feizing of EfFeils, and regulating of Limits; 
therefore the Miniflersof the two Crowns are to take Care, 
is hr as in them lies, that no farther Caufes of fuch Com- 
plaints ihaU exift* This Preamble his been reprefented as 
n kind of owning the Right which the Spaniards pretend 
to in the American Seas, For my Part, Sir, I cannot fee 
the leafl Foundation for fuch a Suggellion, Did not this 
Houfe M Se^ion recommend to his Majefly to have all 
thefe Caufes of Complaint removed I This was the pro- 
h^kd Intention ol all thofe Negotiations againft: which 
Gentlemen have fo much e:cclaimed. And I fliould be 
glad to know in what manner the Gentlemen themfekea 

WQuld 
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nHoTT!Jeo. w&uld have penned this Prenmble ? Coold jt have b«n 
il. 17^8-p- fji^j in I his Preamble^ that Difi^Tences have not arifen, and 
i^lf^w' that the Convention was intended to perpetuate thofe Dif- 
ferences ? And yet I don*t fee any other Meaning that an 
Ob]e£tioii to this Preamble can convey, but that the con- 
rrary of what is there advanced is true. 

* Gentlemen, when they fpeak of the Spantfli Depre- 
dotions, take it for granted that the Spanifh Court have as 
good Evidence for the Illegality of the Captures made b/ 
their Guards CotU, and other YeHels as this Houfc has^ 
3ut give me Leave to fay. Sir, that the Cafe is far otherwife ; 
for tho^ the Injuries our Merchants have received have 
been fully proved at the Bar of this Houfe. yet it is by no 
means fo eafy for a MiniAer refiding at a foreign Court to 
make the Spaniards equally fenfible of this as w^ are» who 
were prefcnt when the Proofs were given in. Therefore 1% 
is highly unreafonable to imagine that we had no more todo« 
bat to draw out a neat Account of our LoiTen, and to have 
given it to the Spanifh Mmiliry, and that they would In- 
Hantiy have iigncd it, and ordered Payment. I could with 
all my tjeart have wifhed that this had been the Cafei 
but do Gentlemen ijn.^gine^ chat if we had been in the 
wrongs if the Complaints againlt ui had been examined 
St the Court of Spain, and if they had fent over a peremp- 
tory Demand here for Payment of the Balancej that our 
Mmiftry wculd have been juUifiabk, had they immediately 
comply'd with their Dem^ind. I am fure the Honourable 
Gentleman who fpoke lall would be one of the firil to ar- 
jaign them, if they ihould do fuch a thing. Let Gentle- 
men lay their Hands on their Hearts, and conGderwhat the 
AJiniilry here ought to have done : Were they to give into 
the Court of Madrid a Bill of their Damage?, and demand 
immediate Payment without the leaft Examination ? Were 
they to threaten, that in cafe that Court ftiould pretend to 
dcliy Payment, tbo' but for an Hour, wc would go to War f 
By no Means. Then what ought they to have done f 
Why they ought to have laid the Grievances of the Nation 
before that Court, in confequence of the Advice of Parlia- 
mcnc to his Majelly, and endeavoured to obtain Satisfadion 
for the Part and Security againll all future Injuries, But 
this is precjTely the Thing they have done j and done it» 
I will venture to (^yr with unparalleled Succefa, The 
Spaniards have owned that they have been in the wrong, 
they have agreed to make Si^tisfa^ion, and to fubmit to 
regulate every thing in Dilpute according to Treaties, But, 
fays the Honourable Gentleman, why did not we obtain an 
exprefs Renungiatioo. on the Part of Spain of all her ridU 
t culous 
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tulous romantic Claims? Why did not our MiorHry throw AnnattQtm^ 
up ^11 luLtire Negoriadons with, them? Why did we not ^^ ^71^-9* 
injift, Taid another Honourable Gentleman, upon having L^'V^J 
che Authors of our J n juries brought to condign Punifli- 
inent ? As to the Hril of thefe Poinis, perhapi it may not 
appear quite fb reafonable to ihe Spaniards, as it does to 
fojne Gendcmen in this Houfe. I would have Gentlemen 
jightly to difliuguiih between the Points that are comraverted 
by Spain, and thoic that arc noti between the Points that 
^^are admitted by ni^ and thofc ihat are not. 
f * Spain, as I ihall prove by and by, notwithflanding 
all that has been kid by the Honourable Gentleman who 
fpokc Iall» never has pretended co difpute our Right of 
failing from one of oar own Settlements to another ; but 
flie pretends J that in the Courfe of chtit Navigation we ought 
not to touch upon her Coalis, nor to trade with any of her 
Subjeds. We, on the other hand^ adtxiit that the Spaniards 
have a Right to prevent any Trade from heing carried on 
by the Subje£ls of other Nations with hers, except that 
Trade whicu is exprefsly ilipu laced by the AfTiento-l reaty. 
But we deny, that under that Pretence her Stibjedls oyght 
to flop or fearch our Ships. Thisj Sir, is a ^ort State of 
the Controverfy between Us. and Spain, and perhaps it is 
attended with more DiiKcuIties than may be imagined. 

' For in the firll place, tho' their Claim of fearchlng 
our Ships may ieem highly unrcalonable to us, it may ap- 
pear quite otherwife to them. They have on their Side 
the conllant Pra£lice of all Nations, who have, and exercife 
s Right of Hopping and learching all Ships which ihey 
fafpe£l ms carrying on an illjcitc Trade with their Subje^U* 
I know it is faid, that this Righ< cannot extend to the Ame- 
rican Seas, hecaufe that in them there can be no Object of 
Searck on board our Ships, fince all Trade between the 
Spaniards and Us in thole Seas is abfolutely prohibited , Sir, 
I fhall not atprefent difpute the general Senfe of this Pro- 
pofition, but Gentlemen will pleafe to coofider the Con* 
fei^uences if it is too far extended. Suppofe, for iniknce^ 
that an Englilh Ship is ieen hovering off of the Spaniih 
CoaAs i fuppole that the Spanifh Ofiicers ihall fee Boats^ 
loaded with Goods pall and repafs daily and hourly between 
their Shore and this Ship ; what! are they to take no man- 
mcr of Notice of fuch a Ship ? Arc they to wink, to con- 
nive at a Pradice fo utterly repugnant to the Meaning of 
all Ae Treatiefi between them and us ? This, Sir, would I 
chink be cairrying the general Proposition I have juH now 
jncntioned too far. The Par liniment could never mean, in 
their Addxeli to hii M^je^y, that we ihoM aflerC a Ckim 
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Anfioti.(t«o. fa jnconriftent with Treaties, All wc meant, I will vcn^ 
II. f 7;^^P' tore to fa^, was to ailert it fo far as Tremcies could warranc 

\i/nr^/ it, and no ikrther; if we meant any thing elfe, it was un- 
jufti But Gentlemen never rcileft that in atl their Speeches 
and Keafonings a gain ft the Convention they plead /or this 
unlimited, this unjudiBable Senfc of that Fropofition, 
They don^c refled, that if we had inMed upon any other 
tTerms than what are contained in the Convention, thej 
mnik have been to bind the Hands of the Spaniards abfo- 
lately up from preventing any unlawful Trade that may be 
carried on upon their Coafts ; which I am fure never could 
be the Intention of Parljament, nor can be jufliHed by 
Treaties. 

* I knoWp Sir, with what a tender Hand the Intereflsof 
"trade ought to be touched^ and I know too with what 
Views all the CUmour again ft this Convention have been 
railed > bat 1 am convinced that the Inccreils of Trade are 
never £b welJ confuhed » as when it is carried on agreeably 
to Treaties. If, in order to gratify the Pique and Re fen t- 
ment of any particular Sett of Men among ourfelves, we 
Jhall encourage Meafures that dellroy the Intention of 
Treaties, wc ihall foon fee our Trade naiacd. Every 
Nation in Earope will become jealous of us, and pcrhapa 
may confpire our DeClruftion, It is only by prcrenring the 
Faith of the Nation in carrying on our American Com- 
merce^ that we dhall be able to prevent fuch a Confpiracy i 
for upon the Bafis of that Commerce, every other Branch 
of our Commerce is founded. If the other Powers of 
Europcfliould once conceive a Jcaloufy that we intended ta 
engrofs the whole of that Commerce to ourfelvcs, do we 
imagioe chey would fit coo! and unconcerned I No, Sir ; in 
fuch an Event, even your beft Friends would look upon 
your Conquefts with a jealous Eye, and your mo^ powerfii] 
Neighbours wouki continue neutral no longer than your 
Succefs fliouJd alarm their Fears, h is the Inadivity and 
Lazinds of the Spanilh Nation, that is her greateft Se^ 
curity in her PoflelTjon of the American Treafure ; But 
were thefc Treafures to fall into the Hands of a People^ 
who knew how to engrofs them to the mfe Ives ; who knew 
how to keep them from becoming, as foon as they arrive^ 
the Property of other Natrons, we fliould foon fee m 
Change in their pacific Difpofitionj* 

' It was in order to prevent this from ever becoming the 
Caie, that fo grea^ Care was taken to fecure by all Treaties, 
iji which the Spaniards have been contracting Parties, the 
PoiTelSon of the Spanifh Weft-Indies to that Crown i and 
the Article of the Treaty of Utrtcht, which ilipulates that 
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Fofli;IEOQ» makes k tht Foytidauon, the Sme qua mn of^U Annf> t^ Q&3, 

ihe NcgoEiations, not ont/ between Spain und Us, but }^'^^^9^ 

among nil Che Powers of Europe, i herefore, G^nilemea 

oitgiii to be eictremely tender gf urging this Pomii jc is a 

SirjQg, which if cat delicately totiched may crate a DiT-. 

«Qrd and Jariiug in our Syiiem of Jotereila with oiar Neigh- 

boui'Si ihae may difbrder |he whole. If is cafy from the 

Words of TjTaiies to raife Obje^ions, and throw in Dif* 

Bcuiticij that may caafe a Clamour, but if a MiniJter confulta 

the S£Jii« and Spiiit of tbofe Tieatie^i he muA be julUilcd 

b/ his Country. 

* HaviDjj fiiid thus much, I ihould be glad to kfiow 
whether itc^ be thought rearonibte that the Minhhy herd 
ihould have infifted upoti the Spaniards granting us abfo^ 
lutely and immediately ill we aOc:» withoar futiVring the 
loail Exaqfiination into our PretenfioiUj (which by the bys 
are quit^ ^ew to the Court of Madrid.) Can Gentlemett 
deny, but that there k at Icall Tome D iffi;uity in reconciling 
thofe Points, which they don't pretend to difpute with us, 
to chofe Points which we can noc contra vert wiih them I 
Can they deny, that even tho' Spain had been difpofed to 
grmt us alt at once, without difputing, without examining 
iQio thq Authority, upon which we founded our Claims, 
chat Lt woald not have been proper w be u little cautious^ 
in what manner fuch a Conceflion lliouM be couchedj fo aa 
that it might givrc no Umbrage to our Neighbours ? 

* And now. Sir, that i have gone thus far, give mc 
LiCave to mention one or two DiiHcuhicSj which are found- 
ed on the Words of ihofe very Treaties, in which the 
Gentlemen who are againft this Rctolution h much 
triniapli. They have iniilled, that the American Treaty ^ 
made it| 1670, was the hrll Treaty expref^ly made that 
kid US under any Prohibition of Tradmg to Ameiica, 
Therefore, hy thcy^ as no mention i$ there made of a 
Search, or id prohibiccd Goods, it never can be conrtrucd 
to extend to cither, and we have by that Treaty a Right 
to Jaii as near the Spanilh Coaib ni America as we pleafe, 
Without being iubjed to a Search. But I hnd. Sir, that 
ibia Treaty oi' 1670 confirms by its firlt Article the Treaty 
of i$6y, and by this lai\-i5«5ntloned Treaty a Vifu and 
Search too, if no fausfj<iftory Account of the Ship*s Cargji 
ii given to the Pany vifitiDg, is exprefely iUpulated, 
BiiiM fay GentlemejQ, this Stipulation h only for the Eu- 
fopcan Commerce* 1 fluU not difputc at prefent. iiir, 
Whetiber it b or h not, but J don't £iid any BxpreiTions in 
lliai Treaty wbtch dcitrmlne tht ^nCe iq Lb« Europe^a 
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r^nno 1 2.<jeo* * The Treaty of 1 667, is as cxprefs with regard to the 
II. i7j3~P' Prohibition ol otir failing to the American Coafts as th€ 
t^y^^yrs^ Treaty oi 1 670 is i and I cannot but obferve that the 8tli 
Anicte of the Treaty 1670, which prohibits the SubjcAa 
of cither State from failing to the Settlements of the other 
in Am erica J is a I moll tranlcribed from the 6ch Article of 
lhe Treaty of Munller in 1 6481 to which the 8th Article 
of the Treaty of 1667 refers. I will take the Liberty ta 
read the Words of the feveral Articles^ becatife I believe 
Gentlemen who have fpoken upon this Subjeft have not 
fufficiently confidcred them* 

' The Words ^of the 8th Article of the Treaty 1667 
run thus : * And for what may concern both the Indies, 

* and any other Parts vvhatfoever, the King of Spain doth 

* grant to the King of Great Britain, and his Subjedls, all 
' that IS granted to the united States of the Low Countries, 

* and their Subjects in their Treaty of Muofter 1748 point 

* for point, in as fuTl and ample Manner as if the fame wer?; 

* herein particularly infer ted, the fame Rules being to bo 

* obfervedjWhcreunto the Subjects of the (aid United Statea 

* are obliged, and mutual Offices of Friend ihips to be per-» 

* formed from one Side to the other,* As this Article can* 
not be underflood without the Articles refcrr'd to in tho 
Treaty of Munfter^ I Ihall beg Leave to read that too^ 
from the Book I have in my Hand ; The firJl Article eib-| 
blifhes in the Staicf-Gcneral the Right of U£i FQffideth 
to all their Poifefiions in America ; and the fixth Articifl 
proceeds 3S follows. 

* And as CO the Weft Indies, the Subjedsand Jnhabitanti 

* of the Kingdoms^ Provinces, and Lands of the faid Lords^ 

* the King and States refpedlively fhall forbear to navi-- 

* gate and traffic in all the Havens, Harbours, and Places 

* provided with Forts, Lodgments, or Callles, and all other 
^ Places pofTeil by one or the other Party j (namely) ih * 

* Subje^s of the faid Lord the King fhall not fail an< 

* traflic in thofe held by the faid Lords, the States, nor ch 

* Subjeasof the faid Lords the States, nor the Sobjetf s of th«* 

* faid Lords the States in thofeheld by thefaid Lord the Xing,' 
How agreeable this is to the Words of the 8 th Article of 

the Treaty of 1670, Gentlemen ihall judge. The Wordij 
of that Article are ; 

* The Subje6.s and Inhabitants, Merchants, Captains, 

* Marines, and Madera of Ships of the Kingdoms, Pro^ 

* vincesj and Territories of each King, refjpediyely fha 

* ablkin and forbear from trading and navigating in ihi 

* Ports, and in the Places where Forts, Warehoufes, o: 
« CafUes aie built^ and in all other Places poiTcft by one 
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* Other Party in tlic Weft-Indies.' ITie reft of the Artide Anno i i.Qeo 
ii tranfcribed figm chat of the Treaty of Manlier, mutatis U* 1738-j?/ 

* From this it appears that the Prohibition of oar not 
failing to the SpaniA WcftJndies exifted before the Treaty 
of 1 670. Now^ Str, tho^ I am as far from beiug an Ad- 
vocate for Spain as any Gentleman in this Hoafe h^ yet I 
fubmit it to Con fide ration, whether it was reafonable to cx- 
pc£l that the Spaniards were to fign a Charte blanch, and 
agree to our Demand of giving up all Rights to a Search, 
before they had confidcred whether they had not, by the 
Treaty of 1667, a Righi to fearcb car Shipi m Ameiic^ 
as well as in EuropCi 

* Gentlemen have been very fevere upon the Authors of 
thla Convention, for proceeding in any Negotiation at all 
before the Spaniards had abiblutely difclaimed this Point, 
But give me Leave, Sir, to fay, it is but a new Argument* 
even in this Houfe, that the Spaniards have no Right to a * 
Search upon any Account whatfover; and if ii is new to 
|]«^ it mull be fo to them ; and therefore it ii not at all 
furprizlng that they Ihould infill upon fonre Time to deli' 
terate, 1 remember when the Treaty of Seville was ap- 
proved of by Parliament, the Gentlemen who difl iked that 
Treaty did not make Ufe of this Argument ; and in all 
the Courfe of our Debates it was Hill underflood, that Spain 
had a Right to a Search in certain Cafes. There is nothing 
left in this Convention to the DifculTion of Plenipotentiaries, 
which was not virtually left by the Treaty of Seville, m 
the Difcuflion of CommifiaTicsi yet I did not hear an^ 
Gentleinaa fay at that time, that the Rights of our Na- 
vigation and Commerce were given up and Ihamefally be^ 
tray'd. To prove what I have faid with regard to what 
was referred to the Commiflaries, who were to meet In con- 
feqaence of the Treaty of Seville , I need only to read the 
6th Article of that Treaty, which runs thus ; 

' CommilTaries to be appointed on the Part of their 
' Britannic and Catholic Majefties, to examine and decide 
■ what concerns the Ships and Effe£ls taken at Sea on 

* either Side, to the Time fpecify*d in the prcceeding 

* Article (meaning the Year 1728,] And fo examine and 

* decide according to the Treaties the refpcdive Preten- 

* (ions which relate to the Abufes that are fuppofed to have 

* been committed in Commerce, as well in the Indies, as 

* Europej and all other refpeftivc Pretenlions in America 

* founded on Treaties, whether with refpe£l 10 the Limits 

* or othcrwife/— Now, Sir, is any thing more referred to 
|he Pknipotcntiaricj by this Convention ? therefore i ihou!d 
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Anno 1 2.Gco. be glad to know why fuch a Clamour is raifed now on that 
}^\JJJll'^\ Head, and if the Point of no Search be fo clear in our 
Favour as Gentlemen would have it, was it not as clear 
then as now ? 

* But it is faid, here is the Cafe of a Ship failing from 
one of our own Colonies, and not fo much as pretended to 
be within the Spanifh Limits, fubmitted to the Difcuflion of 
our Plenipotentiaries; and this will be a great Difcourage- 
ment to our Merchants carrying on that Commerce* durins 
the intermediate Time. If the Cafe were as the Honourable 
Gentleman has reprefented it, I don't know but it might 
have that Effed ; but we ought to confider, Sir, that it is 
not only the Place in which a Ship is found to carry on 
Commerce, that makes fuch a Ship a Prize, but the Species 
of Goods that arc on board. To be fure, if there were 
no other ObjeAion againll that Ship, the Succe/s, than that 
fhe was failing out of Antigua, as the Honourable Gentle- 
man has been pleafed to ftate the Matter, it had hten a 
very ridiculous SubjeA for the Difcuftion of the Plenipoten- 
tiaries, but as there are other Circumdances, which ac- 
cording to the Claims of Spain may make her a lawful 
Prize, the Article with regard to her is both prudent and 
reafonable, nor can it ever prejudge any of our juft Rights. 
« Having thus, I hope, obviated all that has been fo ad- 
vanced againfl this Convention, I (hall now take the Li- 
berty to fay a Word or two in anfwer to what was faid 
with regard to the Claim of the Spaniards, to an exclu- 
five Privilege of Navigation in the American Seas. It 
was faid, that in the Conferences with our Commiitaries 
the Spaniards had inflfted upon fuch a Privilege : To prove 
this, a Paffage from one of the Papers upon your Table was 
produced ; but how does that Paflage prove it ? It proves 
that a ridiculous romantic Claim was entered by theSpanifh 
CoQimiif^i'ies, and this Convention proves that they have 
relinquiihed it iince. But the Honourable Gentleman did 
not enough attend to the Paflage, when he faid that it ex- 
tended to a Claim of an exclufive Right, for we find it 
19 rcilridled to thofe Places which have not been by Agree-, 
m;.'nt with his Catholic Majefty pofleil by other Nations. 
1 herefore it never can be conilrued to comprehend any of 
eur PofTeflions which we held before the Treaty 1 670, be- 
caufe in . that Treaty we have from Spain an Article of 
* £/// PoJUidetisy by which that Crown confents to our en- 
joying all the Property of what we were then in PoflcfQon of. 
*• Upon the whole. Sir, I cannot fee the leail Foundation 

for 



* Article the 7th. 



I 



(6i ) 

Ibr Ottr rtMng to agree mih the Cetnittttt^e in thofc Re- Anfioi^^eo* 
folutions, for a dutiM and grateful Addrefs to the CroWn/ U 1 17^ P^ 
Mr. Pulcaey, \^XV>ii/ 

S rft» 
• The plaufibfe Vrettnc^ of add refling the Crown fiiaU Mr. Pultney, 
never induce me to betray the Truft placed in me by my 
Country ; and when I view this Qudlion In itg proper 
Light, CO me it appears to be « mode^ Demand made by 
the Minillryp that we ihouid, without the leafl Satisfsflion 
given ui, ftrike oiT the long Account due to us from Sp^in^ 
for the moH injurious Treatment of the Subjeds, and the 
groflflft Jnfijits on the Crown of Great Britain : That we 
ihould give up all Secunty for the E^cercife of that Com- 
mercei which is at prefent the only Stipport of this Nation : 
That we fhould give up the Right of this Houfeto arraign 
a pulitlanimous, weak, dcflruAive Meafure of theMiniilry^ 
or rather one Man in the Miniftry r In fhort, that we fhould 
facri£ce all that can be Jear and valuable to u?, as a free 
People, in order to fupport one Man in his Power. 

* What ha& hitherto been ofTereE^ in favour of this Con^ 
vention. Sir, coniirms me more and more in the Opinion^ 
that it is a Meafure deHrudtve to the Nation. Gentlemen 
may remember, that in the kll SeJUon [was for aiTerting 
the Kigbte of this Nation in America, after a flronger and 
more eJtplJcit Minner than wc then did. For this Pur- 
pofe I offered fome Refobtions to the Houfe that had not 
the good Fortune to be approved of The Rtght Honourable 
Gentleman, who fits near me, 4 ametided, or rather new 
iDodelkd ihem into the Refoiutions which were prefcnted 
TO h'S Majefty. J forefaw. Sit, I foretold a great Part of 
the Arguments which have a^ual/y been made lJ(c of in 
favour of the Convention. But this Meafure, iho' we 
know it is the Gentleman's, is far from being correfpondent 
even to the Gentleman's Refoiutions, if I may fo call them. 
The Refoiutions aflfert our undoubted Right to a free Na- 
vigation in America, But this is fo far from bcitig fecurcd^ 
or aflfertedby the Convention^ that it is aaually given up. 
For J Sir, if it be undoubted, why k k fubmitt^d to a future 
Pifeuflion.^ To what end are Plenipotentiaries named, if 
^ot to clear up fome Point* that remain doubtful ? The 
very Word* of the Convention make the Doubt : For we 
there fee, that the Rights of Navigation and Commerce of 
this Nation are to be fettled by Plenipotentiaries* Sir, they 
w^nt no fettling; we have already found and decbrrd 
what our juA Rights are; and fhall thefe Gentlemen teU 
us by ihis Convention that we ire miftaken ? 

« Su^iwfe 

J Sir Kotcrt Wali'otc, 
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Anno 1 2 Geo. ' Sappofe, Sir, that a neighbouring Power was to dart a 
II. i7j8-p. Claim, which afl^dted the Independency of this CrowAand.^ 
^/"^^^^ Kingdom ; fuppofe the Parliament had come to a Refo- 
lution, and prefented the fame to his Majefty, telling him 
that the Independency of his Crown is clear and ondoabted, 
and that we will (land by him to the laft Shilling of cor 
Fortunes, and the laft Drop of our Blood ; fhall any Mi- 
nifter, after fuch Declaration, fo far proftitute the Dignity 
of his Majefty and the Kingdom, as to refer the Indepen* 
dency of the Crown to the Decifion of, what ihall I 

call th^m ; two Creatures of his own, diftinguifhed by no 
one Qualification, but a blind Obedience to his Commands ? 
Gentlemen may fay this Cafe is not in the lead applicable '. 
* to that of the Convention. I own. Sir, the Independency 

of the Crown is not immediately afieded by the Claims of 
Spain : But will not the Honour and Interefl of the Nation^ 
which fupports that Independency, be both alFefted ? If we 
. give up our Trade, where fhall we find Refources to fup- 
port ourfelves either againfl foreign or domeftic Enemies ? 
If we meanly floop to the Didates of a haughty infolent 
Court ; if we barter away the Lives and Liberties of 
Etiglifhmen for a fneaking, temporary, difgraceful Expe« 
djent; what Court in Europe will any longer regard us as 
an independent People ? 

* But tho* we had obtained from Spain much better' 
Terms than it appears are obtained, we have weakened the 
Rights of this Nation by the very Manner in which we • 
treated about thenni. We treated. Sir, as humble abjedl Slaves 
would with an infolent arbitrary Mafter. We have yielded 
every Point in Difpute, and have not got one fingle Con- 
ceflion in our Favour. We have been treating about Rights 
to Satisfadio.n for Injuries, for Infults, for Barbarities, that 
I believe were never before attempted to be palliated by 
any People who ever heard of Law and Juftice ; and what 
makes it Hill more difgraceful to us, we have been treat- 
ing, while the other is Party ftiil plundering : Even at the 
Time when this mock Satisfaction was obtained, the Spa- 
niards were repeating the very Injuries and Infults for which 
the Honourable Gentleman and his Friends pretend they 
have made us Reparation. They pretend. Sir, that this 
was the wifeft and the moft eligible way of proceeding ; 
but it was ading a Part the very Reverfe of what was aded 
by the wifeft and the bravefl People that ever lived. They 
always refufed to treat with an Enemy who had gained an 
i^dvantage over them ; but when that Enemy was fubdued» 
they readily confented to reafonable Terms, We, on the 
Qiher hand, have given our Enemies great Advantages fron^ 
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our Fafinanlniity and Compliance 1 we have treated with Anno i 1 Geo. 
all the SufamMon of a conquered People, and given up all ^I- »7ll*-jJ^ 
the Superiority we might have claimed fVom our Strength 
and Simauon, Had we followed the Maxims of that wife 
People, we Oiould have told the Spaniards cur Terms : If 
thty had DOtaccepred them, we ought to have ventured our 
altt rather than iubmitted in one i^rticle ; if we bad been 
conquered^ Sir, we could not have been in a worfe Situation 
ihan we are put into by this Treaty ; and if we had con- 
quered, then was the Time to have extended our Favour, 
if we could have done It conMentty vvi^h the Honour of 
Great Britain^ This, Sifj would have been no romantic 
way of a€ling ; it would have preferved our Reputation, 
which is inseparable from the Welfare of a Trading People i 
it would have fhewed our Enemies that we were determined 
CO prefervc our Commerce and Liberties at the H&zard of 
our Lives, and chat whenever we come to Reloluctons on 
thefe Points I we have the pirmncfs not to depart from 
iheni, 

* An Honourable Gemleman, Sir» who fits near me, fald^ 
Ycftcrday, * That Military Gentlemen fhould have as lie- 

* tie a£ poffible to olier in Affairs relating to Peace or War; 
^ that 33 their PaiBon is for Glory, they might beanmiated 

• tofcekit, tho' pure ha fed with (he Ruin ot their Country >' 
Sir, I congratulate this Aflembly on the Right Honourable 
Gentleman's Change cf Sentiments. When I look round 
this Houfe, I cannot help feeing Caufe to refledi, that this 
was not always his way of thinking. Neither will it be 
dilBcuIt to aiTign the true Reafon of this Change of Opinion. 
For my Part, I have always oppofed Military Gentlemen 
having too much to fay in Parliament on the AfTiirs of 
Peace or War ; I wifh. Sir, they had lefs to fay or do here 
00 this very Occafion : We (hali loon fee, by the Part they 
fliill take in this Quellion, bow far this PalHon for Glory , 
riie Honourable Gentleman talks of, prevails among them. 
This Night, Sir, they will have a» Opportunity of the wing 
their Zeal for the Jnceref! of their Country, and at the lame 
Time gratify their Ardor for Ailion. But, Sir, in all Deli- 
berations of this Kind, 1 have conftantly obferved tbefe Mi- 
litary Gentlemen very prudently conlult the Peace of their 
Country, as well as their own Glory, by being the firlt to 
approve of ihc MinilUr's mofl deltrudlive St:nemcs» and 
even his pacific Meafures, We all know. Sir, when it has 
Jiappencd other wife, what was che Confequence, They 
*vho bad the Couiage, Sir, to Jollow the Dilutes of their 
own fireall (I don't mean to rcfled on any Gemleman of 
the Arxnyj wert difablcd from further forving thdi Countf y 
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I in a MJlkarjf Capacity, One Exception, Sir, I knovf^ 
there is, and I Deed hoc cell GcnclemeKi char I have in my 
^yc one Miliary Perfon, great in hh Chara^cr, greac 
inhh Capacity, great by Che important Oiitcea he has dif' 
(ti^rged, who wanu nothing to make him Hill greater, but 
IP be ItWpped oF all the Poib^ of all the Places he now rn^ 
joys-^ But that, Sir, they dare not do. »^ 1 repeat it. Sir, 
they dare not. A War, as the Honourable GenckmaQ 
righcly obferved, is to be avoided if we can do it with Ho- 
nour, a vigorous War is the only Means of obtaining a 
lajling Peace. It 13 in vain therefore for Gentlemen code- 
claim on the Calamities of War : Let them rather expj.dat« 
on the Miferies of fuch a Peace as we have had thefe 1 8 
Moons paft. Let them compare thefe with the moft difmal 
BSeds of War; the laLt will be foutid a fafej an eafy/and 
^ glorious Expedient, — An Honourable Gentleman fai(^, 

we have no Allies, But whofe Fault is it, Sir?.^Ha» 

ILOt he himfelf been making Alliances for us all this Relgn» 
and part of the Tail ? And does he now tell us, that w« 
iave not one Ally in the \^orld ? It is at leaft honeft in the 
Gentleman to kt us know fo much. Butfince this is our 
Cafe, let us make the heiX of a bad Bargain : Let us make 
Ufe ol thofe Advantages that Nature has put into our 
Hands ; Let us exert the Courage chat our Wrongs have 
infpired us with : In (h or C, let us tread in the Steps of for- 
mer Ages. Under Queen Ehzabeth, Sir, we neither had, 
nor did we ftand in need of Allies. Tho' the Nation theii 
lay ntider many Difadvaotages, which are now become Ad- 
van cages 5 fhe, Sir^ by her own Power, conquered thii 
baughty Enemy, then Wronger and haughtier ; and iiall 
we defpair as Men wichouc Hope ? Let us not bring our* 
felves into Contempt, by approvmg thi$ peTniciousTreacy: 
Let m for once change ou^ incaking Condud, and all wilt 
be well. 

* I fhall now. Sir, take up no more of your Time. 
There has already been fo many Arguments utianfwerably 
urged againil this deibutlivc Meaiujre, that I cannot pre- 
tend to fay any thing thut will add to their Weight, ex- 
cept giving my Nc^tive ^ fecond Time to this Addrdi 1 
which I heartily do. 

Mr, Peiharae, 
S I n, 

• I am forry to obferve that fomc Genttem^n »re nevet 
to be convinced or fatisfy'd. InlUad of con£niiig what 
they fay to the Subjefl; of the Xkbate, they run out in a 
very indecent Matrner againft thoie who. have ike Honoor 
IQ ieive his Majciiy ; as if, for a Siibjefl to kivc tke ]ta^ 
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Share of the Royal Countenance, were a fufficient Rcafcm Anrv»i2<leo* 
for Cenfare and Detni^ioi). 1 he Honourable Gentleman ^^' ^l^^-P- 
Vfho fpoke M, did not, wicli all his Parci, give one good ^.^""V^^, 
Keafon, iC leafl in my Opinion, why we Ihould di fa pprove, 
and mucii Icf^ cenfure chis Convention, He did nor think 
£t to point out how we might have gotten a better Treaty 
without going to War i And if we Hioufd go to War, Sir^ 
I Jliould be glad to know by what Means we could fupport 
that War, if we were at prefent lo enter into it. It is very 
eafy to iind Fault ; but. Sir, it is to no Purpofe to £nd 
Fault, unlefs u the fame Time they point out how we couZd 
have done better. War is called for without Doon, it it 
called for within Doon; but Gentlemen don't confider how 
little you can gain by War, They talk as if we were to 
get the Indies : ^^ ay. Sir, It it wat fo eafy, as they now 
a&m it i», to dtlUefs Spain in the Indies, why did we not 
do it during the hit great War, when we had the Dutch 
Fleet toaiiilt us f What Succefi. Sir, had you in your Def- 
cents upon their Territories? U we had not, by great 
good Fortune, got Intelligence of their Galleons being ar- 
rived in Pon, and if they had not by that Means fallen 
ioto our Hand«, I don*t think that all we did againft the 
Spaniards by Sea laft War, (if we except an A£lion J my 
Honourable Friend behind me wai engaged in) wortk 
mentioning. And even in thcfe two fuccefsful RenGOuniera 
ihe Officen and Sailors were Gainers, but the Public wai 
not. And thereforet Sir, we may conclude, that Gentle- 
men call out for a War, becaufe they don't know any otlier 
Method for finding Fault with this Convention ; by infift- 
in^ upon this , they in effedl owft that it wat impo^ibk Ibr 
Its in c he Way of Negoiiacion to Have obtained better Terms. 
For I believe that even the Honourable Gentleman who ^ 

fpoke lali will not pretend to fay, that if the Miniflry 
could have got better Terms in the Way of Negotiation, 
they would not have accepted of them. But, Sir, this Op- 
poution to a \lcaruTe of the Miniftry h no Surprize to 
ine* I heard this Convention blamed in many Companiea 
Iwfore it appeared in Public, and by People who did noi 
know one fingle Syllable of what it contained. Therefore* 
as 1 hear no new Arguments againll it, I look upon whac 
hat been laid with fo much Vchemency, as the Effcft 
of Fa£ion and Difappointment, rather than the Dictates 
of ReafoQ. I am therefore for agreeing to the Refo' 
ludcms. 
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Anno 1 2 Geo. Mr. Fitzakcrley. 
n. i7;8-p. Sir, 

^ y^yr^^' • I rife up to anfwcr for my Honourable Friend and tte 
Mr. Fitiakcr- ^^i^g^ Gentlemen, whom I have the Honour to be acquaint- . 
^^' ed with, in regard to what has been fatd by the Honourable 

Gentleman who fpoke Isdl. A» to the. Reafons ofiered 
againll this Convention, Sir, they muft Hand or. fall by 
themfelves. All that I (hall fay at prefent is^ that they 
are approved of by. every Man of Senfe and Honeily with- 
out Doors. But with regard to the Motives of oppofing 
the Convention, I uke it upon me to declare in behalf of 
my Friends that they are not perfonal. .1 dare fay>.if 
there had been any one Thing in this Conventioii that could 
have been approved of, the Honourable Gentlemen would 
have given it its due Weight. As for myfelf, 1 am far from 
either cenfuring or envying aiiy Gentleman who has the 
Honour of enjoying the Royal Favour. The Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman^ who, I believe, has the greateft Shait 
in it, is a Perfon whom I know (from my own Experience, 
Sir, I can fay it) to be as well qualify*d for a firft Minister 
. as any Man in this Nation. He has in this Debate ao- 
quitted himfelf with as much Ability as any Gentleman 
that ever f^t in this Houfe, who had fo ill a Caufe to de^ 
fend, ever did« . He has difcharged the important Pods tie 
has enjoy'd.w^tb great .Capacity; and his Temper an^, 
Moderation's, beyond Difputethe moft extraordinary of anjr 
Man I.eyer l^new^!* In fbort. Sir, his Charadler in private 
Life is amiably, even in the. ^yes of thofe who differ fron 
him in Public. It may be my Misfortune, that I diScc 
with him on this, or r.nv other Occafion ; but. Sir, I do it 
upon fo ilrong a Conviaion, that our agreeing to this' Ad- 
drefs will be the mod fatal Meafure this Houfe ever en- 
tered into, that if the Right Honourable Gentleman is 
determined to carry it by a Majority, I (hall never again ap« 
pear in this Houfe till I perceive a Change of Meaftues.' .' 
. Sir Robert Walpolc. 
• Sir, 
^ir Robert * ^ ^*"^ °P ^® cxprefs my Acknowledgments to tfai 

Walpolc. Honourable Gentleman who fpoke M, and am ready to 
do his Ch^radier that Juftice which all the Worjd does ; 
that he is a very Learned Lawyer, and has as thorough aft . 
Underfianding of the Laws and Cooilicution of .this 
Country as any Man in it. But, Sir, it is really (urprizing^ 
if I poffefs any Part of thofe great Abilities and QuaU- 
ficajtions the. Honourable Gentleman has. been. ibJdnd.to 
afcribe to me, whence it fliould happen, that for thefe tea 
Years paft, in which thaj Lcatncd Gentleman and 1 have 
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together itl this Houfe, I have had 
differ with htm in every finglc Point 
(he leall DebECC* 
Colonel Mordaunt, 
S f tt 

* I have upon many Occafions obferved, that by the Art Coloficl Won 
of Mmiflers, or by tiie Art of thofe who woald be Mi- ^^""^' 
MilQen^ a popular Cry has been raifed^ by which che giddy 
Multitude have been led, like Children in a Leading^iTring^ 
and induced to favour or join with thofe who ^ril raifed the 
Clamour, tho' the End they were driving at appeared to be 
diredfy contrary to the Cry t!iey*}l&d raifed. In a late 
K.cjgni a Clamour was raifed among the People, ' That 
* the Church was in Danger* This Cry was firft beg a it 
hy Ihofe who were not, but had a Arong Mind to be Mi- 
nisters ; and it was ecchoed back by the People from M 
Corners of the Kingdom, Thofe who put the People into 
this genera! Fright got their Aim : They got themfelvw 
made MiniAers; and they endeavoured to fupport them- 
felvci iu Power, by the fame Means by which ihey had goc 
it : During their Adminiftrationi the popular Cry continued 
robe, * The Church was in Danger;' and yet many are 
siiilaken, if they were not, during the whole Time of 
thfir Admmiilration, fecretly driving at an End, which 
wo eld have brought the Church into real Danger/ 

* Upon the prefent Occafion I obferve, that the general 
Cryraifed among the People is^ • Our Trade is in Danger/ 
1 do not know. Sir, by whom this Cry has been raifed; but 
I am fure, it has not been raifed by our Mmifters i and if 
it has been raifed by thofe who are for involving the Nation 
m War, it muft be allowed, that the End they are purfuing 
u abfolutely inconfiflent with the Cry they hstve m(cd ; 
for War will certainly bring our Trade into real Danger, 
At prefent, I cannot think our Trade in any real Danger ; 
Ikod I have good Keafon for thinking fo ; becaufe in a De- 
bate of twelve Hours, I ohfcrved there was but one Mer- 
chant that fpoke again il this Treaty ; and now I obferve, 
chat one of our greateil Merchants, one who ought to have 
as great a Concern for Trade as any Member of this 
Houfej 11 futtng in a Place from whence he cannot fpeakf. 

Mr. Aldermaa Willimat having taken hi& Seat in the 
Houfe,<4aid, 
Sir, 
' My Reafon for not f^^eaking upon this Qoeftion was ^!r, Alderman 
noij becaufe I do not think our Trade in Danger : On the WiUiinyt' 
K z contrary 
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contrary* I think it will be abfolutely {acnHfcd, if we ap- 
prove of this Convention ; but the Affair ha^ been fo fally^ 
and fo well fpokc to by other Mecnben, the fatal Confe- 
quences of our agreeing to give a Sanftion to this PrcJi* 
ininary have been fet m To clear a Rights and To little Ikid 
ID its Favour, that 1 thought there was no Ncceffity for 
my giving you any Trouble upon thisOccafion. 

' Now I ann called upon^ Sir* I miztl obfervei that ouf 
Trade it at prefent^ I think, in the moH imminent Danger. 
A juft and & well conduced War can never bring our Trade 
Into any Danger^ But if we ftew that we dare not refent 
any Injury done to oui Trade j if we allow our Merchants 
to be plundered, atid our Seamen murdered and tortured 
with Toipunity, our Trade will not only be iji Danger* but 
mufl be undone. To this I muft add. Sir, that with regard 
to the Treaty now under our Confideration^ the Honour of 
the Nation is as much concerned as hs Trade; and there* 
foTC it aflonifhes me to hear the Honourable Gentleman 
chat fpoke laft, or any Gentleman of his Charafter, making 
light of fuch a Subjed ; for if the Gentlemen of our Army 
Oiould make tbemfelves merry with the Honour of their 
Country, or fhould join in facriMng it> by giving a Farli^* 
mencary Sanation to an in&mous Treaty of Peace, I am fure 
they would be at leail as blameable, as thofe Merchants who 
Ihould make a Joke of^ or join in racriHfing its Navigation 
at)d Commerce/ 
fiivifion AveB ^^^ Qucftion being put, the Refolutions were agreed to; 
*44!koe5ii4.Up*'"^ Divifion, Ayes 244, Noes 214. 

The QuelHon was then put upon the Addrefi as drawn 
Vip^ and Sir William Windham fpoke as follows. 
Sir, 
* J do not rife upp after fo long a Debate, to give yoa 
again my Sentiments upon the Convention, which we are 
jiowj it feemst to approve of ; but to exprefs my great Con- 
cern at what I have feen happen. In all the Variety of 
Company 1 have kept, X have never heard a fingle Pejfon 
without Doors pretend to juAify this Convention ; and when 
the Sentiments of Particulars were fu^h» I did not expe^« 
when they were met together in a Body^ to fee a Majority 
vote for it. This muH be owing to one of thefe two 
Caufes : Either Gentlemen were convinced by the Argu- 
ments made ufe of in this Houfe for ju^ifying this Con- 
vention, or there arc other Methods of convincing befidcs 
Reafon, I am not at Liberty to fuppofe it the latter, there- 
fore, I mufl fuppofe it the former* But this. Sir, is to me 
a very melancholy Confideration 1 for tho' I have attended 
with the utmoA RigutI to all that has been iaid upon thi< 
P^veoEicn^ X have not heard a ^glt Argument in its Fd* 
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YOar that has had the Icaft Weight with inc, This, I A.rmo 1 1 ^e^J 

{ay, Sir^ is a very melancholy Confideration to mc, fmce it W- i /iS-t- 

makes me conclude, chac I have not common 5enfe» bccaufe ' ^ 

I f)nd I cannot be convinced by the Strength of common 

Kcafon ; and therefore I think myfelf very unEc to do my 

Duty in this Hoafe. While I fu here, I am rclolvcd never 

Id be direfted by any thing but R«fafon ; and, as I miift 

now conclude, that I do not underiland Reafon when I 

hfu" it, I niuA think myfelf incapable of doing my Duty 

in this Houfe ; therefore I am refotved to retire to the 

Country, and there perform my Duty as for as f am able, 

by afUng in Conformity to the Laws, and in Obedience to 

the Government, 

* However, I muft beg Gentlemen to conltder the Con- 
fe<]aences of the Vote they are now going to give. This 
Addfefs 13 intended to convince Mankind, ihatthe Treaty 
now under our Confideration is a realonable and an ho- 
nourable Treaty for this Nation ; but if a Majority of id^ 
m iuch a full Houfe, Ihould fail of that Saccefs ; if the 
People fhould not implicitly refign their Reafon to a Vote 
mi %hh Houfe, what will be the Confequence * Will not 
the Parliament lofe its Authority i Will ii not be thought 
that, even in Parliament, we are governed by a Faflion ^ 
And what the Confequences of this may be> I leave to thofr 
(^ntlcmen to conftder^ who are now to give thcfr Vote for 
this Addrefs. For my own Part, I will trouble you no 
mote ; but, with thefe my laft Words, * I (inccrejy pray to 
f Almighty God, who has fo of»n wonderfully prote^cd 
* Ihffe Kiagdoms, that he will graciou% continue his 
« Prote£lion over them, by prefcrving us from that im- 
f pending Danger ivhicb threareni the Nation from with- 
■ out, and likewife from that impending Danger which 
f threaten our Conflitution from within/ 
Sir Robert Walpole, 

Sir, 

* The Mcafufses which the Gemleman who fpofce lafl, sir Robert 
and his Friends, may purfge, give me no Uneafinefs* The Walpoic. 
Friends of the Nation and his Majefty are obliged to them 
Ibr puUing off the Mafque, by making this public Decla- 
ration. Wc can be upon our Guard, Sir, ag^inft open Re- 
bdlion, but 'tis hard to guard againil fecret Treafon, The 
Fadion I fpeak of, Str, never fat in thfs Houfe, they ne- 
ver joined in any public Kieafure of the Government but 
mlikn View to diflrcfs it, and to ferre a Popiih Intereft. 
The Gentleman who is now the Mouth of this Faaion 
fvai looked upon as the Head of thefe Traitors, who a^ 
VeAFsago Gonipired the Deilru£lion of their Country, and 
of the RcjmJ Family, to fct a Popi^ Pretender upon the 

Throne. 
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Rfjot E.<*€0- Thrane. He was /eized by the Vigilance of the then Go* 

11. 17^8-p- vcrtiment, and pardoned by m Clemency ; but ail the Uie 

^/^V%ta^ he has ungratefully m^dc of that Clemency has hctn to 

qoalKy himfelf according to Law^ that he and his Fart/ 

may, Ibme lime or other, have an Opportunity to overthrovf 

all Law* 

* I am only afraldj Sir, that they will not be To good a« 
their Word, and that they will return to Parliament; for I 
remember that, in che Cafe of a favourite Prelate who 
was impeached of Treafon, the fame Gentleman and his 
Fadion made the kme Refolution, They then went off 
like Traitors ai they werei Sir ; but their Retreat had not 
the deteftable EfFcd they expeded and wiihed, and there- 
fare ihey returned, Eircr fmce. Sir, they have perfcvered 
in the fame treafonable Intention of ferving that Intercft by 
diftreiring the Government. But I hope their Behaviour 
Will unite all the true Friends of the prefent happy Efta- 
blifliment of the Crown m his Majefty*s Perfon and Family 
more Hrmly than ever ; and that the Gentlemen who, with 
good Intentions, have bten deluded into the like MeafureF^ 
will awake from their Delufion, fince the Trumpet of Re- 
bellion is DOW in a manner founded/ 

The Event of this Debate having produced the me^ 
morable SeceiTion, by which feveral eminejit Members of 
the Minority a b fen ted from the Service of the Houfe i thft 
Qpelttons of Importance thac paflcd afterwards in that 
Sefiion, p2{Ikd rather by a Divifion than a Debate, But as 
a greaE many Bills of great Confequence to the Trade of 
the Nation were brought in during the remaining Part of 
the SeiTion^ we (bould he unpardonable if we did not lay 
before our Readers the principal Part of the Proceedings of 
thofe Gentlemen who remained with the Houfe/ 

Marcfj 13, The Hpufe received a Petition of th€ 
Traders in the Woolen Manuiadure, viz. Clothiers, Serge- 
makers, Combera^ Weavers, and other Inhabitants within 
the Town of Afhburton, in. the County ofBevonp in be- 
fialf of themfelves, and all others concerned in the faid 
Woolen Manufadurea throughout Great Britain, complai*- 
ing of the Decay of the Woolen Manufadury, and pray- 
ipg fach Relief as to the Houfe ftiould feem to meet. , 

The faid Peiition was referred to a Committee of the 
whole Houfe, as were the feveral Petitions upon the fame 
Subjedl-that had been prefented that SeiTion, and wlHck 
were ordered to lie upon the Table* 

M>ircJ^ 16- The Houfe having refolved itfelf into z. 
Commirtee upon the faid A^ir, they came to the lollowliig 
tl€lblutioB3, via* , ^ ' 
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That it is the Opinion of this Cotnitiittee» ^. That AntioisGeo; 
ihe feveraland refpe^ive Dudes payable by kveral Afts of ^' iTj^ 9- 
Parliament now in Being upon Bay Yarn and Woolen Varn L^'V'^NJ 
imported into chis Kingdom from I re f and » ihall from, and 
^fcer the lirft of May i740,ceaf^, determine, aid be no lon- 
ger paid. 2. That rhe Provifjons made by anAflofthe 
^ih and loih of King William the Third, eniicieJ, An 
A£i for the Explanation and better Execution of former 
A£ls naade agalnH Tranfportation of Wool, Full era Earthy 
and Scouring-CIay, to prevent the clanddline Running of 
Wool JVom the Sea Coafts of Kent and Suifex, by entering 
and regiflerlng the fame, be expended round the Sea Cot lis 
of Great Britain and Ireland, with Additions to render the 
ikmt more eifefluraL 3. That the Liberty of expor^ng 
Wool and Wodeis Yarn from Ireland to England be ex- 
tended to the Ports of Limerick^ Galway, and Dundalk, in 
the Kingdom of Ireland. 4, That no Wool or Woolen 
Varn {hall be brought from Ireland into this Kingdom, but 
in regiftered Ships, 5, That iarthcr Provifion be made 
for preventing the fraudulent Exporcation of Wool from 
Great Britain or Ireland, under Pretence of being fully ma«. 
nafadurcd* 6, That no Wool, Wool-fells, Mortlings, 
Shortlings, Wool flocks, Worlicd Bay, or Wooien Yarn ia 
Crtat Britain or Ireland, ihall be packed up in any Box» 
Barrel, Cafk, Cafe, Cheft, or any other Package, but in 
Leather, or Canvas, conunonly called Pack-Cloth^ and 
properly marked, 7, That fomc farther Proviiion be 
made to prevent the Exportation of Wool from Great 
Britain, and of Wool and Woolen Manufafturea from the 
Kingdom of Irc3^nd to foreign Parts, by giving fuBrdem 
Power for the taking and feizing of Ship5, VeJTels and 
Boats, having on board fuch Wool or Woolen Manufaflures, 
S, That no Wool fells, Mortlings, Shortlings, Combed 
Woo!, Yarn, WorHedjCruels, orWool , ilightly manufactured, 
fiiall be tarried in any Ships, Veffcl, or Boat, Coaftwifr, 
or from one Port to another, unlefs Notice be firit given to 
the CommiiTioncrs, or chief Managers of the Cuftoms, or 
m ihe Cidtomer, CoUcdor, or chief Officer of the Fort t© 
which it h intended to be fent. 

Tbefe Refolutions being reported to the Hon fe, were j^^jg^j ^^^ i^j 
all agreed to without Amendment, excepting the Third, UaeHowTe, 
which was amended by adding the Ports of Newrj^, Wex- 
ford, Wkklow, and Sligo, to the three Ports therein men- 
ligned. 

Ordered, That Leave fhould be given to bring in a Bill j^ j.j| ^^g^f^g 
porfuant 10 the faid Refolmions, and that Mr. Secretary at in 
War, Mr. Walpolf, Mr, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
^^ Cslond 
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Colonel Bladen, Sir John Barmrd, Mr. Earle^ Mr. Thom- 
fon of York, Mr. Glanville, Mr. Vere, and Mr, Lindiay 
do prepare and bring in the hme^ 

jiprii 3. A Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen ^ Cominoii 
Council, Citizen^t and principal Inhabirancs of the Cit/ of 
%xon relating Eiicon, was prefenced to the Houfe and read ; in which the 
to the Wool j^ctitioners highly approved of the before- mentioned Re* 
folutioDa, and fubmrtted to the ConMerationof the Houfei 
thui the Woolen Manufacture in that CiEy, and Parts adja- 
cent, had for many Years laboured under great Difcourage- 
ments and Di fad vantages for want of having an Oppor^ 
tnvatf qI importing Wool and Woolen Yarn Irom Ireland 
into that Port« and having the Duty of Fourpence per 
Stone, payable on ail Wool exported from Ireland taken, 
o£ ; for that the Petitioners were by that Means not on] 
put 10 the extraordinary Charge of a Liand-Carriage for forty 
Miles I but alfo that the [rijh, as the Petitioners apprehend 
ed, were laid under a kind of NeceiTity of finding a Markci 
for their Wool in foreign Paris, fince they were deprived o: 
the Liberty to make the befl Price of their Wool in all 
Southern and Eaftern Parts of England, where it was mi 
wanted, and moH likely to be purchafed and wrought up 
That fiiice the Houfe had been p leafed, by one of its Reb 
lotions, to extend the Libcity of exporting Wool 
Woolen Yarn to England in regifterM Ships to feverat Pores 
of Xrcbnd, (which Refolution the Petitioners apprebended 
would highly tend to the general promoting the Woolea 
Manufa^ures of thL« Kingdom, it waj both reafooablc and 
neceJlary, in order 10 render the Attainment of this moft 
deferable End moreefleftual, that the ImportatiQu of Wool 
into England might not be confined to a few Ports on the 
North Side of this Kingdom, where very little Wool was 
made life of, but that the other more confiderable Trading 
Ports on the South and Ealiern Sides of this Kingdom might 
ilfo have the Benefit of Wool and Woolen Yarn from Ire- 
land in regilter'd Ships extended to them, and parcieukrly 
the Portal Exeter, fo that the whole Kingdom mighc be^ 
eome a proper Market for the fame, and cfpeciatly that City 
where it was of fuch general Ufe. 

Jprii t3. A Petition of the Merchants and othrri 
the Port of Lancafler was prefented to the Houfe and read, 
reprefenting, that the Port of Lancafkr was very adran^ 
lageotifly fitiiated for the Importation of Irifli Woo! and 
Bay Yarn, being on the North and We(l Coafl of thk 
Kingdom, and nigheft tothe Town« of Leeds, Halifax, and 
Wakefield, the mofl confiderable Places fur the Woolen 
Manufafture in the Northern Pa^t^af chis Kingdom; amI 
1 
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that the Wool produced in that and the other Northern Anno 1 2.Geo. 
Counties of this Kingdom was yery coarfe, and that Jrifh v^i-JJi£* 
Wool, being, generally of a finer Sort, would be very pro- ^"^1^"%^ 
per to mix therewith, and would greatly tend to improve 
the faid ManufaAure; and therefore praying that the Liberty 
of impoiting Irifh Wool and Bay Yarn might be extended to 
-that Place. 

Tiiefe were the irtoft material Petitions prefented in fa- Petition of 
vour of the Bill, but Jprii the 1 2th there had been a Pe- the Inhabi- 
tition prefented to the Houfe and read, of the principal tantsofMine- 
Inbabjtants of the Borough of Minehead in Someriet, theW^oolfiiU^ 
in • behalf of themfelves and many others, Traders con- 
cerned in the Woolen Manofadures ; ailed ging^ that the 

^ Caking oiF the Duty from Iriih Yarn would, as the Petitioners 
conceived, encourage the Irifh to enlarge that Branch of 
Manufacture and Exportation thereof, which was already 
•become very coofiderable; and thereby deprive Multitudes of 
the Poor in that Borough, and other Places of the King- 
dom, efpecially Combers and Spinners, of their Labour; the 
Codficquence of which might increafe Pari(h Charges, and 

• bring a further Load on Lands, and alfo depreciate the 
Price of our own Wool ; and would not, as the Petitioners 
conceived, conduce to the* Prefervation of Wool, when, as 
the French and others for the Support of their Woolen 
Manu&dlures might give an advanced Price, fome would be 

. uken with the Temptation of that Gain, and therefore^ 
for the Good of the general, (tho' fome particular Places 
might deiire it) the Advantage of the Revenue, the Em- 
ployment of the Poor, praying, that the Duty thereon might 
continue, and alfo praying, tnat no more Ports might be : 

opened. 

Jfrii 19. The Bill was prefented to the Houfe by Co- The Bill prt- 
lonel Bladen, read a £rft Time, ordered to be read a fecond Icnted to the 
Time, and to be printed. In the mean time, a Petition Houlc. 
of the feveral Perfons, whofe Names were thereunto iub- 
fcribed, and feveral others concerned in the Importation of 
Peltsand Wool from Ireland, to the Port of Cheiler, was 
prefented to the Houfe and read, reprefenting. 

That a Duty is paid both in Ireland and England on all petition from 
Pelts imported into Great Britain, which occaiions the Pec- Chcfter upon 
pic of Ireland often to pull the Wool there, and afterwards thcWool BiiL 
drefs the Skins, and make Gloves thereof, which Gloves 
and Wool are frequently run, to the great Prejudice of the 
fairTraderi and that the Petitioners conceive, that if the 
Duty on Pelts was taken off in England and Ireland, ic 
would efe£lually prevent the pulling the Wool off the Pelts 
in Ireland, and be a very g^reat Encouragemei'.t ior them to 
Vol, VL ' L impoit 
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Anroi I.Geo, import ihekmt into England ; and that the Petitioners do 
It 1719' believe, it the faid Duties were taken off, it would not be 
^/VXJ any way prejudicial to the Revenue of Great Britain, but 
rather an Increafe of it by the Duties paid for Leather^ 
and for the Salt made ufe of in the curing the fame, which 
in this Cafe would be much larger, by reafon of the greater 
Importation of Pelts; and that the greateft Part of Yarn 
imported into England from Ireland is landed at Briftol, 
and the principal Part of raw Wool from the fame King- 
dom is imported into Chefler and Liverpoo], and manu- 
fadlured in the Counties of York and Lancaller, to the 
great Support of the Poor of thofe Counties ; and that the 
Petitioners are much afraid, if any Port be opened beyond 
the Land*s End, for the Importation of Wool from Ireland 
to* England, the fame will not only give a greater Oppor- 
tunity to run the Wool into France, but be the Ruin of 
the poor Manufacturers of the faid Counties of York and 
Lancafler ; and therefore praying for fuch Reliefi as the 
Houfe ihall think £t. 
The Bill read ^^y *°' ^^^ ^*^^ ^^"8 ^^^ * fecond Time, a PetitioB 
a fecond of the Perfons. whole Names were thereunto fubfcribed, ia 
Time. behalf of themfelves, and the reft of the Gentlemen^ Gra-< 

ziers and Farmers of the Divifion of Lindfey, in the County 
of Lincoln^ Was prefented to the Houfe and read, repre* 
fenting. 

That within the Memory of moft of the Petitioners, the 

L^dlS'^in the ^"^^ °^ ^^^ ^^ '^^^^" "^^'" ®"^ ^^^^' whereby the Te- 

Councy of n^nts, who pay the &me Rents as when the Wool was 

Lincoln on dearell, or greater, are difabled from holding their Farms 

the iMne, without proportionable Abatement of Rent, or to difchaige 

the great Arrears that are owing to their Landlords; and 

that by importing Wool from Ireland, the Price of Eng- 

Jifh Wool muft not only be reduced ftill lower, but great 

Fart thereof will not be faleable at all, the Growth of that 

Commodity being already too great for the Market ; and 

that the Petitioners do not conceive how the taking off the 

Puties from Irifli Yarn, and increafing the Number of Ports, 

, as intended by t*ie Bill now before the Houfe, can be a 

Means of preventing the Exportation of Irifh Wool or 

Woolen Manu^dtures to foreign Parts^ or why as efieAoal 

Methods may not be taken to prevent fuch Exportation 

while thofe Duties continue, and the Ports which give Op 

portunities of exporting are fewer ; but that the Petitioners 

apprehend, that as the taking off thofe Duties will lower the 

Price of Wool in England, io it will advance the Value of 

Wool in Ireland, and confcquently bring the Irifh and fing- 
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ViSh Lind^ to an Eqaaticy ; Eho' the Rent etow paid for &nt U ATinot rC^o. 
double the Rent paid for the other ; and whilil it invites the II m^q- 
Irifli Tenants ta turn their Lands to the keeping of Sheep, ^/*%r'NJ 
which will difcounge the Linncn Manufe£turc there, i| 
%vj11 oblige the Tenants in England, in order to make theif 
Rents by Corn, which they will not be able to make by 
Wooft to plough up their Sheepwalks and Paitures, and 
ihereby ruin the Farmers here ; and that the Price of the 
Wool itfelf h (q confiderablc in all Manufa£tures, that the 
reducing it %vill undo the Grower, withouc any Benefit to 
the Manufa^urer, or even bringing it cheaper to Market, 
as the Trade h now man^iged, it being well known that 
Woolen Goods fell as dcarnowas when Wool was double 
the Price, tho' all Ncccflaries of Life are much lower 
now than they were at that Time, and the ManufadHre 
father worfe than better ; and that, if the Petitioneri for 
the Bill may themfelves be belie^xd, now that the Wool h 
the cheapel!, the Trade is iti the utmotl Decay j which 
fliew^ that aa the Greatnefs of the Price of Woo! has not 
been the Grievance^ fo neither will a ReduQjon of it be 
the Remedy ; and that the PetiE loners apprehend it would 
plainly appear, had they Time to make a proper Appli- 
cation to the Houfe, that if the Bill now before the Hocife 
(hould pafs into a Law, it will bring down the Rents of alt 
Ettgliftx Lands, or flirvc the TenanEs, and fuch of the 
Poor as live by Spinning, (whore Wages fince the Impor- 
tation of Irilh Yarn are already k^Tened one third Part) 
and wifl be an Advantage only to a few Mailer- Workmen ^ 
Merchants, and Fadlors, who under the Pretence of a public 
Good feek only to amafs to themfclves gre^ Ellates by 
o^prefling the Body of the People, whofe Laboura arc the 
Foundation of the Trade itf^Jf, and the Support of the 
Nobility and Gentry of the Kingdom; but that the Peti- 
tioner* hope the Houfe will End Means for fati&fying the 
reafonable Defircs of the one, without ruining rhe other, and 
for encouraging the Woolen Trade in gencr^, by allow- 
ing all who contribute thereto, from the Grower to the Ex- 
porter, a reafonable Share of the Profit that h to be made 
thereby. 

The Houfe then refoli^cd itfelf into a Committee upon ^j^^ g^ 
the faid Bill, in which having fully confidered the AUe* comtnietctl- 
gtdon^ of the faid Petitions they pifl^d the Bill, vvhich 
likewife paflcd the other Houfe without any AmendmentSi 
and received the Royal Affent, 

Having thu5 regularly Jlatrd the Prngrefs of thif Bill, Sugar BjlU . 
which W45 of fo great Confequ'i^nce to our Trade, %ve 
ft all gr> on to anottier of ec^uaU tnportance which paCrd 

L t ihii 
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Annoi2.GeatVis Seffion, and obferve the fame Method as in the for^* 

II- I75P- mer. 
^^-'^'T^^^'^ March 14. A Petition of the Merchants, Planters, and 
the Plante^r°"^ others, trading to and interefted in his Majefty's Sugar Co- 
&c. in Amc- Ionics in America, was prefented to the Houfe, and read^ . 
rica. fetting forth the Importance to this Kingdom of the (aid ' 

' Colonies and the Trade thereof; and reprefenting. the pr«-< 
fent fiourifhing Condition of the French Sugar Settlements, . 
and the prefent jow Condition of the Britifh Colonies ^ 
and attributing this furprifmg Alteration, amongCt others, to- 
the following Caufes, viz. to the very Duties both- at 
Home and in the Plantations on our Englifh Sugars, com-, 
pared with thofe laid on the French ; to the Supplies of ' 
Frovifions and other Neceflaries the French have from Ire- 
land and North America, without which they could not 
fubfift ; and to the Redraints the Britifh Colonies are under, 
as the Laws now (land, from fending any Sugars, Coffee, 
Cocoa, Indigo, and Ginger, to foreign Markets, beforethey 
are firft landed in Great Britain, by which Means they are 
liable to the great Charge, Rifque, and Delay attending a 
double Voyage ; and reprefenting, that the Liberty of a 
direct Exportation of the Produds of our Sugar Iflandsto 
the feveral foreign Ports in Europe is the only Means left 
to regain the foreign Sugar Trade; and expreffing thie.- 
Hope of the Petitioners, that the great Advantage the Trade, 
and Navigation of Great Britain, as well as the Province oF 
South Carolina, have received by a Liberty of the fame Na« 
ture with regard to Rice, will be a farther Inducement to 
this Houfe to grant this Liberty to our Sugar Plantations s 
and further reprefenting, that another great Difad vantage to 
the Britifh Sugar Settlements arifes from the Duties payaUo. 
on Cocoa-, Coftee, Ginger, and Rum imported into Great 
Britain from the Britifh Colonies, and the Prohibition to 
fell Rum in lefs Quantities than two Gallons; and fetting 
forth, that as the Petitioners have with great Deference-fub* 
niittcd to the apparent Difadvantages they labour under bji» 
the Ad againil retailing fpirituous Liquors in lefs Quantitiea- 
than two Gallons, without prefuming to afk any Alteratioa 
in the fame, they are encouraged to hope, that the Duty 
and Excife on Rum fhal} belefTened; and reprefenting a 
furthei' great Difcouragement the Britifh Sugar Colonics 
labour under from the Importation of French Sugars, Rum, 
and MolafTes, into Great Britain, and our Northern Colo- 
nies in America, without paying any more Duty tb»n if 
they had been of Britifh Produce, the prefent Laws f(M- p£e« 
venting, the fame being mofl notoriou% evaded, and hy n^ 
Mpans fufficient to remedy this Evil ; and therefore repre- 
fenting 




» 



I 



I 



( 77 ) 

feating it as & Matter abfolutt If pect{ikTy for fupportiiig the Annoi 2 Gcq,, 
Sugar Coloaks of this Kingdgm, tliar the Laws already ^^- ^\T9\ 
made for lay mg Duties on foreign Sagar, Rum ami Mo^ U^'YrVf' 
lalTes^ imported Jiito Great Britain and America^ may re-, 
ceive fuch Alter^tioiis and Additions, as may be fuSdenc, 
cfFcdiialiy. to prevent all fach dandeftine Coipmerce fac:^ the 
future; and further reprefcBtingj that the Trade in, Indigo^ 
which our Britilh Colonies fQ^mcrly fuppJied us witii for 
Home and Foreign Confumption, is now wholly gained fwtu ^ 
us by the French, from whom we are under a Nece^ity of. 
buying almoft all the Indigo we ufe ; the Lof^ of which 
Trade was entirely owing to the^high Duties lard on thb^ 
Commodity ia Great Britain; and that there is i;oomuch Rea^ 
fon to fear the like ill Confequeoces luay attend the preieot 
high Duties on our Sugar^ Cocoa, CofFee, and Ginger i it^d 
that the Neceffity we arc und^r for Indigo is fo great, that 
when the Trad ^ for that Commodity was in our owiiHandSf 
it was fubjefted to a greater Duty thau it could bear, yet^ 
that now it is entirely in the Hands of Forergnerst the Le^ 
gifkture has thought £t, as an Encouragement to the Im?^ 
portatlon of it, to exempt it from paying any Duty at all p, 
and that the Sum this Nation pays yearly to France for Iht 
digodoes not amount to lefs (as the Peuciouers believe) than , 
1 ^Dooo /. and therefore fubmitting; to the Confideraiion of 
ihe Houfo, whether it would not be of great Beudit to the 
Public that fo me proper Encouragement Ihould be given to 
the pUnting of Indigo, fo a* thereby to be enatiM to re- 
cover that 7>ade» and thai fuch a Redudion be made in the 
Duty and Excife on the other Well India Com modi ties^ as^ 
may preferve and promote our Trade therein ; and there- 
fore praying the Houfe to provide fuch ample^and efie£lual 
Remedies as the Ho ufe fhall judg^ proper. 

This Petition was referred to the Confideratlon of a Referred to a 
Committee of the whole Houfe, which, on the x^J, Irefolvcd Committee of 
itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe to confider ot the whole 
the fame. March the izd, the HQufe came to the following 
A^fotutionst viz, 

L That in order to encdur^ge his Majefly's Subje^s In ^efolntJonsc 
t%€ Briti(h Sugar Colonies in America, to improve and ex^ ^har Cum* 
tend their Settlements there, it was neceflitry they fhould be mittce. 
permitti4p for a Umitcd Time^ to carry Sugajs of Btitifli 
Growth from the fa id Colonies direi^iy to ioreig^ pArts^ 
oader proper Reftridions. 

, 11. That fome moie efT^dual ProviCons Ihpuy be msd^* 
ftr fccuring the Duties laid upon the Jmportauott of foreign 
Sugari, Rum, and Molaifes intq Great Britaio^ and his Ma- 
jf Ay's f l^ptaiigps in America, 
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Annoia.Geo. In Purfuance of the firft of thcfe Refolutions, a Bill wa» 
. 11. r75p. brought in on the 4th of April; and in Purfoance of the 
X^/V'^'V^ 2d another Bill was brought in on the 2d of May, both 
which were paffcd into Laws ; but the firft met with great 
Oppofition. 
Petition from ^^^ $' ^ Petition of the Society of Merchant Ad ven- 
the Merchants turefs of the City bf Briftol, under their common Seal, was 
^ga=nft the prefcnted to the Houfe, and read ; reprefenting, that (hould 
BilL a Lavv pafs, giving Liberty to the Planters and others in- 

tereded in the Brrtifh Sugar Colonies in America, to carry 
their Sugars and other Produdt to foreign Markets, without 
landing the fame in Great Britain, it would be of the ut- 
moft ill Confequence to the Petitioners and others his Ma- 
jefty^s trading Subjects in Great Britain, and a great De- 
llru^tion of Trade and Navigation ; and therefore praying 
to be heard by themfelves and Counfel againft the Bill. 
Of the Cor- Jfril iz, A Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
poration of Merchants, of the Corporation of Liverpool, trading to 
iiYtrpooL tije Britifli Colonies in America, was prefented and read s 
fetting forth, that the faid Bill, if it fhould pafs into a Law^ 
would necefTarily decreafe the Exportation of the Product 
and Manufactures of all Sorts of Goods from Great Britain, 
and that it would be greatly prejudicial to the Petitioners 
in particular, as well as to the Trade and Navigation of this 
Kingdom in general ; and therefore praying to be heard by 
their Counfel againft it. 
Of the Mer- ^W/ 19. A Petition of fevcral Merchants and others 
chants ot of the City of London was prefented and read 5 fetting 
London. f^rtij as follows, viz. that by an A61 made in the 1 2th Year 

of the Reign of King Charles IL entitled, « An Adl for 
* encouraging and increafing Shipping and Navigation,* 
and fevcral fubfequent A£ls of Parliament, the Trade of 
the Britifh Colonies in America was reftrained intirely to 
Great Britain, and under thefe Laws the Britiih Sugar Plan- 
tations have been greatly increafed and improved ; and 
that the Petitioners conceived, (hould the Bill now depend* 
ing in the Houfe for granting Liberty to carry Sugars of 
the Growth, Produce or Manufacture of any of his Ma« 
jefty's Sugar Colonies in America from the faid Colonies 
direCtly to foreign Parts, paft into a Law, it will reader the 
Trade of thofe Colonies lefs beneficial to this Kingdom, as 
it will turn Part of that Commerce into a new Channel, to 
the great Advantage of Foreigners, but to the great Pre* 
jndice of the Trade and Navigation of Great Britain; and 
that the Petitioners alfo conceive, that the palling this Bill 
will enable the Planters of the Britifti Sugar Colonies ia 
^erica, by large Exportation! qi Sugars direAly to Holland 

aii4 
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ftnd ot^cr Couctrie;^ to make fucK CoUBtries a hhn for their Anno 1 1 Q^' 

Sugars, and bring Great Encain in a Manner dependent ^** '73P- 

upon tbeoi for that Branch of Trade, by putting it in their ^^^^^^^C^"^ 

Power to advance the Prices of Sugars in this Kingdom, 

wbeneier they may think £t, at the Expence of the whole 

People of Great Britain, and to the Ruin of the Manu- 

f^ury of refined Sugars, which has fo vaftly increafcd in 

the Courfcof iomt Years pall in this Kingdom i and will, 

befides, give the Planters an Opportunity of fuppJying 

themfelves in fuch foreign Countries with many Conveni- 

cncies of Life, and the Re^^uifues for planting* to the great 

Detreafe of the Woolen, Linnen , and other the Manu- 

faflures of Great Britain and Ireland ; and that the Feci* 

t!oner& Ukewife conceive, that ali Pcrfons concerned in the 

making Sail-cloth, Cordage, and all other ihc MateriaU 

for Shippings ai well as in the repairing, viduaUing, and 

fitting out bhips in Great Britain, mall neccflarily ioJe great 

Part of their Trade and Euiincfs ; and that the Seamca on 

board all Shipa, purfuing fucb diredl Voyages from the 

Britifti Colonies to foreign Countries, will fpcnd their 

Wages in fuch Countries, where they unload the Sugars, to 

the great Prejudice of their FamiJies, and the great Lofsof 

this Kingdom ; and therefore praying, that the Houfe will 

be pleafcd to uke the Prcmifles into Confideration, and give 

them Leave to be heard by their Counfel againli the laid 

BiJL 

j^nl 26. A Petition of the Sugar Refiners in the City Of the Sagai 
of London and Pans adjacent was prcfented and read, re- ?f^2*n "^ 
prcfcming as follows, viz, that the Fetitioncirs conRantly ^ ^ " 
give Employment 10 a great Number of Trades, fuch as 
Blackfmith^, Copperfmiths, Plumbers, Back-make n, Brick* 
layers, Carpcmcrs, Potters, Coopejrs, Tallow-Chand!crs, 
Staci oners, and others, befides a great Number ot menial 
Servants, who depend, for thdr Subfiilence, on this Manu- 
fa^urei and llkewife confume \xry krge Quantiaes of 
Coals, which pay a very confide rabic Duty to tlie Public, as 
well as greatly increafc the Navigation cf this Kingdom 1 
ftnd thai fat three Years latl paU, che whole Produce of the 
Sugar Plantations h:ive been taken off the Hands of ch^ 
Proprietors at very high Prices i and hi4 the Importation 
of Sugars been much larger, they had not wamed' Pur- 
chafers ; for {not*¥ithftaiidmg the I mpgr cation of Sugars to, 
the Port of London the lait Year amoamed to upwards of 
Axty ikoufand HogH^ead^, being, upon a Medium, the ufua! 
Quamity annual 1/ imported for foroe Years pft) rn^my &m- 
gar-hou(cs are now unempIoyM, for want of a fu.^cient 
iiupply of $i»gaf at Market ; 2nd tfut* ftoidd the Bill now 

depending 
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depending in this Houfe, for granting a Libfcrty to carry 
Sugars of the Growth, Produce, or Manufadlarc, of any 
of his MajeHy's Sugar Colonies in America from the fiiid 
Colonies direftly to foreign Parts, in Ships built in Great 
Britain, and navigated according to Law, pafs into a Law, 
the Quantity of Sugars imported into Great Britain wiU ne- 
ceffarily be much lefs, and confcquently the Price of Sugars 
will' be higher, at the Expence of the Confumers^ and to the 
Decreafe of the public Revenue ; and as the Prices of re- 
■fined 'Sugar will advance, in proportion to the Price of Mu(- 
cavados, it will occafion not only lefs Confumption of this 
Commodity, as well as of feveral other Commodities which 
pay Duties to the Crown, but will prevent the Exportation 
of any refined Sugars to foreign Countries, to the great Lofs 
of the Nation and of the Petitioners, and all odiers con- 
cerned in the manufacturing of Sugars in this Kingdom, by 
enabling Holland and Hamburgh, which are already fup« 
plied with Mufcavado Sugar cheaper than Great Britain, to 
be fupplied ftill cheaper, and to fupply cvtry other Country 
in Europe, much cheaper than Great Britain: will be able to 
do, with the Manufadtury of refined Sugars ; and that by the ' 
Liberty aiked, the Difference of Price between the Markets 
of Holland and Hamburgh, and the Market of Great Bri- 
tain, will be fo great, as that it will probably be a Temp- 
tation to the Running of manufactured Sugars into this 
Kingdom, to the farther great Lofs of the Petitioners in 
particular, as well as the Nation in general ; and therefore 
praying the Houfe fo take the PremifTes into Confideration, 
and that the Bill may not pafs into a Law. 

Befides thefe, there were Petitions of the fame Nature 
with that from Briftol and Liverpool, prefented in the Name 
of the Merchants and others of the City of Cheiler ; in the 
N&me of the Merchants of the Port of I^ncafter, and others; 
and in the Name of the Merchants and others of the Town 
Whitehaven. 

Jpri/^o, The Bill was read a fecond Time, when the 
Petition of the Merchants and others of London, and the 
Petition of the Society of Merchant- Adventurers in BriftoU 
were read, and the Petitioners heard by their Counfel. 

May 23. It was read a third Time and pafied, and fent 
up to the Houfe of Lords, where fome Amendments were 
made, which were agreed to by the Commons, and the 
Bill received the Royal Affentat the End of theSeffion . 

May 3. A Medage from his Majefly, figned by his Hand, 
was prefented to the Houfe, which being read fro6i the 
Chair was as follows 1 
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George R i x, 

J S M^jeily ht'mg retrained by the Laws now in 
Being, from making Provifiona for his younger 
*' Chifdren out of tiie Hcfeditary Revenues of the Crown, 
** in fuch manner as his Royal Pxedeceflbr^ have ufaally 
** done; and being defirous that competent Pfovifiona 
'^ fhotild be made for the Honourable Support and Main- 
*' tenancc of hts dearly beloved Son the Duke of Cumber- 
•* land ; and of his dearly beloved Daughters the four 
*' younger Princeflesi his Majelly hopes that he fhall be 
*• enabled by Ad of Padiament, to grant an Annuity of 
■* 15000 A per Annum, to the Duke of Cumberland and 
" his IJtue^ and an Annuity of 24000/* per Annum to the ^ 

** four PrincciTes, to take EfTeft after hk Demife, and re* 
** commends the Confideratlon thereof to thb Houfe." 
Sir Robert Walpolc* 
Sik. 

' The MeiTage that has been read wiDj I dare fay, meet Sir Robert 
with no Obftmttion in this Houfe. It is with Pleafure, bir, Wa:puiK. 
that every good Subjed fees the Royal Line fo ihong as to 
infure a long Duration of Happinefs to thefe Kingdoms, in 
ihc Pcrfons of his Ma jelly's Defcendams ; md the Attach- 
ment of Hii Royal Houfe to the fJbertles of thi^ Nat ion j 
give as all Reafon to hope that fucceedlng Princes will 
tread in the Paths of his prefent Majefly, who has been 
hitherto fo careful of all his Sabjeds Rights, and fo 
watchful over their Prefervation, 

* SiVj his Majeily has been fo tender of a iking for any 
thing on account of his own Family, that they are now, in 
cafe of his Demise, in a more precarious Situation thaa 
the Children of any GentleniTtn of Fortune in England. 
In fuch an Event, Sir, which Heaven avert, no Gentleman 
can, from the HiHory of our Conllitutionj take upon him to 
fey m what Manner they have a Right to be provided for. 
1 Heiievc a future Parliament would refleft with Gratitude 
upon the Bleffings of his prefent Majefly's Reign, and make 
a iu (table Provjfion for his Royal Progeny ; but 1 Imagme 
no Gentleman in this Houft would chufeio leave the Pro- 
vifion of his younger Children upon a precarious Footing. 
Parliaments like other Bodies are changeable : And it would 
be an unpardonable Negleifl in his Majeily as a Father, 
ihoutd he leave fo numerous an IfTue to the Uncertainty of ' 
a Parliamentary Provifion to be made after his Deniife. 

* The only other Method^ by which his Majelly^s younger 
I' Children in Inch a Cafe could be provided for> is by the 
Ipriace upon the Throne. But, Sir, tho' I have^ and I be- 

rlicre every Genilemait has, the grcatcll Opinion of the 
^ Vol. VI, M Vinuts 
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Annoi2 Geo. Virtues of the Royal Pcrfon, who is the Heir of the Crowi^, 
II. i7;p. yet wc are to confider^ th^t his Royal Higfanefs is ble^ 

V./V"X^' with a young Progeny ; and that, as no Ma^ can anfwer 
for Events, if the two Royal tiyes fhould iall before the; 
Children of his Royal Highnefs are of Age, the Grovcrn- 
men t devolves upon a Regency; and give roe X^ave, Sir, 
to fay, that there is no Precedent in this Nation, nor an^ 
pofitive Law now in being, that can determine, ^s the Royal 
Family mu(l in fuch a Cafe (land, to what Perfon the Re- 
gency devolves. This Coniideration is of itfelf fuffici^t 
to judify the Application now made by his Majetly to this 
Houfe ; it is no more than any private Gentleman woiild 
do to put his younger Children above a precarious Depcm* 
dance, and* I dare fay, that no Gentleman will think tl^it 
his Majedy ought to be put under Difablilities, whi^h 
every one here, who is a Father^ ^Quld look upon as hard 
and unreafonable. 

< I hope Gentlemen are fully convinced, hp^y becoming it 
IS in his Majefly as a Father to make fuch an Application, 
and how becoming it is in us as a Hpufe of CoQU^ons to 
anfwer it in the moil effedlual Manner ; the only Confi- 
deration, therefore, that Gentlemen can now have, is with 
regard to the ^antum, that is demanded by this Meilagip. 
As to that. Sir, 1 will venture to fay, that when we grant 
it, it is the fmalleft Proviiion that ever was made for the . 
Crown of Britain; nay, the whole of the Proviiion for 
four Royal Perfbiiages does not amount to one Half of 
what former Parliaments have thought but a moderate Pro* 
Vifion for one. King James, Sir, when Duke pf York» 
had loo.ooo/. fettled upon hi|n by Ad of Parliament ; 
and that I think is the only Parliamentary Proviiion for 
younger Children, that can ferve as a Precedent on this Oc- 
cafion; becaufe it is the only one fiiic^ the Reftoration; 
for before that Time the Crowii had a ^reat f roperty ia 
Lands, and cpu Id without a Parliamentary Concurrence po- 
vide for its younger Children. King Charles I|d had no 
lawful liTue of his own Body to provide for; (he Cliildren 
of King James were married, and their. Settlements made 
before he came to the Crown ; King William had no Ch3- 
dren ; Queen Ann had none, that lived till after 'ihe came 
to be Queen ; and the Daughters of his late Majefty were 
married before his Acceflion to the Throne of firitain* 
Upon the whole, therefore, I believe there never was a 
Demand made by the Crown more reafonable and moderate 
than this is. It is for a Proviiion tp younger Childreo, 
which cannot be made without Confen't of Parliament, and 
a Provifion fo moderate, that I dare iay no other ObjeAion 
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to ft will be made in this Houfe, but that it is too little. 
Therefore I humbly move that Leave be given to bnng in 
a Bill to eimbJe his Maje(ly to fettle an Annuity of I 5000 A 
per Annum, upoti his Royal Higbncfs the Duke of Cum ^^^^ _ 
berland^ and his Hdrs^ and alio one other Annuity of YcVriobe"fct- 
2400071 per Annum^ ilpon the PnnctiTes Amelia^ Carolina, rltd by l^arVia- 
MAty^ and Louifa/ mtnt upnn 

The Aafwer to this was as fol lows i C^fmbrrland. 

S t ftj jp^ 241O00 1- 

* I doii'*t fland up to op^fi^ this Motion, fo fir from it a Yta^r 
thil I agree in all chat has been faid in Favour of his Ma* pf^^^^'^a 
jelly's paternal Care» both of his Family and hisKmgdonu 
i firrher agree that the Provifion to be made by Parliamenc Aafwer. 
m Favour of his Royal Higiiners is rather too fancy ; I 
wilh, Sir, the Mefligc had aCked for more ; becaufe ihe 
siore independent any Ferfon fo near the Crown is, fo 
much the more Security we have for the Enjoyment of our 
Kights and Liberties. 

* But th 0*1 have no Objeftion,yet I have fome Difficulties 
with regard to a Ell J of this Kind. The Honourable Gentle- 
man has obfcrved very properly, that this Provifjon cannot 
be made without our difpenfing with A^s of Parliament^ 
by which our Kings are bound up from difpoflng of any of 
the Hereditary Revenues of the Crown, during their own 
Lifetime. Now, Sir, I am not Lawyer enough to know, 
whether our agreeing to a Mortgage (for this is no otherj 
of the Hereditary Revenues of the Crown may no: be looked 
upon by the next Prmce as an Injury done to him as the 
Heir of Entail. This, Sir, I don't mention a« an Objcdion, 
but as a Thing that may be proper to be confidered. 

* At the fame time, Sir, I cannot but take Notice, that 
the prefent Ctrcumftances of this Nation, when a War wich 
Spain feems unavoidable, call aloud that we fhould be ai 
fparing as poiTible of every thing that may beget a future 
Bunhen to the People. I have often obferved in read- 
ing, and fometimes from my own Experience, that the 
Civil Liil is of a very growing Nature, and I am afraid 
that our paiHng this very Bill may, in Time to come, fad- 
die ihe Nation with 39000/. a Vear more than it is at 
prefent. My Reafon is, that the Minivers of the fucceed- 
ing Prince will in all Probability take Occafion to apply to 
Farliament to have this 39000 L made up to the Civil Lift* 

I for this Purpolc they will ufe the Greatnefs of the prefent 
Civii Lift as an Argument | they will infill upon it, that it 
is uQreafonable the Crown iht>utd then have a fmaller Re- 
venue than it had in the Reign of hif prefent Majefty ; and 
w$ know the Complaisance of late Parliaments too well to 
M z * doubt 
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Anno 1 2(i€o. doubt that they will ^efufe to make it up the full Siim tiia£ , 
n 17)9. his prefent Majefly enjoys. But the Misfortune to the 

i„y^y^\J Nation does not lie here only ; for when the Money r which 
we are to fettle on the younger Children of his Miyefty by 
this Bill, fhall revert to the Hereditary Revenue, I am 
afraid that the Money granted by Parliament to fupply it, 
while it was deficient, will never revert to the Nation. 
My Reafon for fearing this, is becaufe I could never hear of 
the Civil Lift giving up any thing it was once poffeft of^ 
however the Caufes for which it was granted might ceafe. 
This naturally brings me to another Coiniiderationrf 
Every-body is fenfible what a vaft Civil Lift was granted 
by Parliament to his prefent Majefty ; and that it had not 
been fo great, but with a View that the Prince of Wales 
was to have out of it 100,000/. a Year, at leaft as foon as 
he fhould be married, and have a Family to maintain. Ano- 
ther Coniideration, that prevailed with Parliament, was his 
Majefty 's numerous Family, and the Expence of the Queen's 
Houihold. Now, Sir, I believe moft Gentlemen are fen- 
fible, that the Prince of Wales^s Income from the CiviljLift, 
does not exceed one H^f of what the Parliament meaJtt 
he ihould enjoy ; and that by the Death of the lau Queen, 
there is at leaft a Saving of 500CO /. a Year in his Majefty 'a 
Expences. Therefore there is now in the Hands of thai 
Minifter at leaft loo^ooo/. per Annum more than the 
Parliament intended there (hould be» when the prefent Civil 
Lift was fettled ; and yet I don't hear of any Eaie that the 
Public has got. -I ftiould be glad to know, Sir» why tlut 
1 00,000 /. a Year is not laid up for Provifions. to the Royal 
Progeny; if it-were> I am fure in a very few Years, and 
Heaven be praifed there is a natural Probability that his 
Majefty will live a great many, there would be a very hand;- 
fome Provifiott for all the Royal Iffue» without any Burtfa«9 
to the Public. 

* God forbid. Sir, that it ihould ever be infinuated, as if 
his Majelly ought not to have the fame Privilege witii any 
private Gentleman to provide for younger Children; but I 
don't remember. Sir, any Inftance of an annual* Provifiott 
made by Parliament in Favour of the youngec Daughters of 
the Crown. The Princefs of Orange indeod had an- an* 
nual Proyifion, but that was in Confideration of her being 
the eldeft Daughter ; and to enable her the better to £ap^ 
port the Dignity of the eldeft Daughter of the CiOWB o£ 
Britain. At prefent, Sir, Frugality ought to be our fssfoatiw 
Virtue, and tho' the Sum mentioned in this MeiG&ge is verjr 
moderate, yet I hope thofe Gentlemen, who are inthw 
Houfe and io the Miniftry, wilUdvife fuch fru^ Mnk^Vf^ 



p 



(S5) 

as that a Pfovliion may b« made for the liTue of his Ma- Anno 1 2.C«j, 
jci^ff wiihout laying any additlonai Burthen upon the Nacion* "* ^ "f^^ 

Six William Voang. W'^V^'N^ 

SiJt, 

* I am gltd that the Honoyrable Gentleman who fpoke sir WUliam 
la A Sd not oppofe the Bill, for it would be very flrange, ¥oung, 
if fuch a Bill had met with the leatl Opporttton in this 
Hoiife. But if I did not miHake, he thought it would be 
a little dangerous for us to fet a fide a poficive Ad of Parlla- 
ftieiat againft the King upon the Throne, alierfating anf 
Fart of his Hereditary Revenues, As to that Poixitp if it be 
confide red f this A^ was made In the Reign of the late 
King William, and yet a very few Years after it was fet 
a fide In the Cafe of providing a Settlement in Favour of 
prince George of Denmark. I never heard that the Parlia- 
ment in thole Day* thought any Inconveniency could arife 
from that Exception ; and I am fure that on this occafion 
there U a great deal more to be faid in Favour of fuch an 
Exception, than there was on that. Befide^, this A£l was 
never meant to bind up our Princes from being able to pro- 
vide for younger Children t it was only meant to prevent 
th» Hereditary Revenues beiog difpofed of without Confent 
ef Parliament ; becaufe it may be poflible for a Prince to 
make fuch Alienations, as may not leave a fu&ient Rk* 
venue to lupport the Dignity of his Succeflbr But all that 
his Majcfty requires by this Meflagc can never aficd the 
Revenue IS i for fome Provifion to be fure would be made for 
the younger Children of the Royal Family 5 that Provifion 
xnult come out of the Pocket of the Nation ; and this Mef- 
fage is only to afcertain the ^antttm^ and the Manner of 
fuch a ProviJion, that his Majeliy may have the Satisfafl ion 
of knowing that his Children have a Certainty to depend 
itpon. 

* As 10 the Legality of giving out Content to his Ma- 
jelky's making fuch a Provifion, f cannot fee the lead Foun- 
dation in the World for doubting of it. The Honourable 
Gentleman talked of its being like making a Mortgage^ 
wiihout Confent of the Heir of Entail. Sir, under Favour, 
I think this Houfe does not need the Concurrence of any 
Ferfon to enable them to bring in a Bill of this Kind. I 

Iappfebend, that an Ad of Parliament can bind any fuc- 
ceeding Prince 1 and that the Revenue, which is to Ikll by 
this Bill to the younger Children of the Royal Family, 
will be theirs a* much as any Gentleman's Eftate is his 
own; and that they will have the very fame Right to it^ 
that tbe Prince upon the Throne will have to his Revenue, 
; The Fears which the Honourable Gentleman Teemed 
r 
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10 be under, leaH this Bilf, if it ftiall pafs into an Ad, may 
increafe the Revenue of ihe Crown, fcem to me to pay no 
great Comptiinenc to ibe UnderftandiDg or Honelly of fuc- 
cifcding Parliaments* I apprehend^ Sir, chat you have 
many InHances upon jour Journa!^ oF tht Pariiamenc^s 
making Redu£licrn& o! OrantSf when the Reafons for thetn 
ceafed. If Gentlemett ^yill forciee Contingencies, ibac are 
but juil barely poiUble, I doii*t know any thing we can do, 
to which unanfwerable Objedioos may not be made. Our 
paf]ing this Bill i^, tam fure, a rlghc Thing in icfelf, and I 
ihall never be afraid of doing a right Thing now, becaufe 
a wrong Thing may be done by others hereafter. 

* The Honourable Geutlenian mentioned the Civil Li0« 
as if k were fuHicient for fnp plying all the Ends of this 
£ilL But when Gentlemen fa&they very often do] talk of 
the Greatnefs of the Civil Li II » I wifti chat they would at 
the fame time confide r how much there is to do with it. 
His MajeRy has a more ntimerous Family than any Prince 
that hds fat for many Years upon thi^ Throne ; and if we 
confider the Expences that attend the maintaining fuch a 
Family with proper Dignity, I will venture to fay^ that it 
even requires OEconomy to make the Civil Lift, great as k 
h reprelbnted to be^ to defray them* and to anfwer all cbe 
other Demands, It has always been thought worthy of the 
Cafe of Parliament, to make fpccial Provifions for the 
younger Children of the Royal Family ; and i hope this 
Bill will pafs the Houfe with that Dlfpatch, which the ad- 
vanced Seafon of the Year, andi the Rcafonablenefs of the 
Thing Jtfelf requires,* 

The Bill was prefented to the Houfe on the 9th of May, 
and having in two Days gone tJiro* all the neccJIdry Steps, 
received the Royal Af&nc, 

Bcfides thcfe there were 35 private A^s pafTed in thi« 
Seifion i and upon Thurfday the 14th of June, his Majelly 
concluded the SeJEoa with tlie following mo^ grackiuA 
Speech^ viz. 

Mjf Lords and Qtnthmin^ 

, ' I * H E Difpatch you have given to the public Bu- 

Jl^ finefs that has been under your Confideration, makea 

* it proper to put an End to this Seilion of Parliament, and 

* to give you that Recefs, which the Seafon of the Year *■ 

* iei]uirei. ^ 
- You have fo fully declared your Sentiments, as well -^ 

^ with regard to the pall Condud of Spain, as to the Mea- 

* fures that might become neceffary to be purfucd, in con- 

* fequence of any Part, which that Court might afterwards 
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talce, and enable me to aft, in all Evrents, as tlic Honour Amioti.ncdjt. 
and Intcreft of my Crown and Kingdom fliall require, '7 59' 
ttsat no lnconve»kncies can a rife from the irnmedl.ite Want 
of j^ar further Afliflance, during ihe ReceG of Parlia- 
ment ; and I ftiall fo entirely rely upon the AiTurances 
yoti have given me with fo much Zeal and Unanimity , 
and upon your effectually fupporting me m following the 
concurrent Advice of both Houfes of Parliament, that I 
will not be wanting in my Endeavours, to vindicate and 
maintain our undo ub tea Rigkt?, and to anfwer the juA: 
Expe^tions of my People, 

GffMtkmem of thi HQuft af C^mmms, 

* I return you my Thanks for the necelTary Proviftons 
you have made for theServiceoi~ the current Tear, info 
ample a Manner* The extraordinary Supply, which you 
have granted me, towards augmenting my Forc^ by Sea 
and Land, is fuch a Proof of your Affc^lion and Confi- 
dence in me, and of your conftant Attention to the Service 
of your Country, that I cannot enough commend this fea- 
fonable Care of the Welfare and Safety of the Kingdom « 

Mj Lords mnd QtntUmiH, 

* I am perfuaded it is unnecefTary for me to recommend 
to your fcf ioQs Confideration, the fatal Confcquences that 
may threaten a Nation divided within itfelf, infttimed, 
ana mifled by all the wicked Arts and Jnfmuation?^ that 
Malice and FalJhood can fu^efl^ Jc is too obvious, what 
Advantages our common Enemiet wait to take from the 
Heats and Animofities, that, nnder groundlefi Prettnces, 
areinduftrioufly fomented, and fprcad throughoui the King- 
dom, Let all, who profefs themlefve^ zealous AiTcrtora 
of the Rights md Privileges, Laws and Liberties of their 
Country, and of the Protelbnt Rtligion under the pre- 
fcnt RJtabhiJiment, unite in the Deknce of thcfe inclli- 
m^ble BlelTings, Let the Honour, Profpcrity, and Safety 
of the Kir.gdora become one common Caufe, and rc- 
ConciTe all civil Difcord? and Diviiions; that, by yoitr 
Unanimity, you may difap point the only Hopes and vain 
Expe^atioRs of our Enemies.* 



After which, the Lord Chancellor declared, that it was 
Kis Majcfly's Royal Will and Pleafure, that the porliament 
Ihould be prorogued to lliurfday the 9th Day of Augult 
thca next V and prorogue it accordingly* 

SPEECHES 
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SPEECHES and DEBATES 

In the Sixth Session of the 
Second Parliament of George II. 

Arm013.Gco.II. /'^N Thurfday November 16, his Majefty came to 
>739- 11 the Houfe of Peers, and being feated on his Throne 

V— ---V"*-^ ^^ in his Royal Robes, fent for the Houfe of Com- 
mons, who attended accordingly, and his Majefty was 
pleafed to make, to both Houfes, the following molt gracious 
Speech from the Throne. 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 
King's Speech. ' T^ ^ ^ prefent Pofture of our Affairs has obliged me 

* Jl to call you together, at this Time, fooner than has 

* been ufual of late Years, that I may have the immediate 

* Advice and Afliftance of my Parliament at this critical 

* and important Conjundlure. I have, in all my Proceed- 

* ings with the Court of Spain, aded agreeably to theScnfc 
« of both Iloufes of Parliament ; and therefore I can make 

* no Doubt, but 1 fhall meet with a ready and vigorous Sup- 

* port in this juft and neccflary War, which the repeated 

* Injuries and Violences committed by that Nation upon 

* the Navigation and Commerce of thefe Kingdoms, and 

* their Obftinacy, and notorious Violation of the mofl Kb- 

* 1cm n Engagements, have rendered unavoidable. 

* I have augmented my Forces by Sea and L^nd, pur- 

* fuant to the Power given me by Parliament ; whi^h I have 

* done with all the iVloderation, that the Security and De- 

* fence of my Dominions, the Protedlion of our Trade, 
' and the neceiTary Means of diilreifiiig and annoying our 

* Enemies in the moil fenfible Parts, would admit : But as 
' thefe Services will be various and extenfive, they muil 

* inevitably be attended with great Expences, and fome In- 

* convenicncies ; wliich, I afl'ure myfelf, will be fuftaincd 

* with Satisfadlion and Chearfulnefs, in purfuing fuch Mea- 
« fures, as the Honour and Intereil of my Crown and King- 

* doms, and the general Refentment of an injured and pro- 
^ vokcd Nation, ivive called upon me to undertake. 

GentletngMf 
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Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons^ Anno i j.Geor 

II. I ji^. 
? I have ordered the proper Officers to lay before you — 
ElUmatcs for the Service of the enfuing Year, and Jike- 
wile Accounts of the extraordinary Expences that have 
been made this Year, in purfuance cf the Power given 
me by Parliament. And as in the Profecution of this 
War, a Number of Soldiers, to ferve on board the Fleet, 
may be requifite ; I have judged it proper, that a Body of 
Marines fhould be raifed, and have diredted the Eilimates 
for this Purpofe to be likewife prepared, and laid before 
you: And 1 cannot doubt, from your known AfFedion to 
my Perfon and Government, and your Zeal for the Safety, 
Profperity, and Glory of the(e Kingdoms, but you will 
grant me iuch effedlual Supplies, and with fuch Difpatch, 
as may forward, and give Spirit to our Preparations, and 
enable me to carry on the War with Vigour. 

My Lords and Gentlemen^ 

* The Heats and Animofities, which, with the greateft 
Induftry, have been fomented throughout the Kingdom, 
have, I am afraid, being one of the chief Encourage- 
ments to the Court of Spain, to hold fuch a Conduct to^ 
wards us, as to make it necelTary to hive Recourfe to Arms; 
and the unhappy Diviiions amongft my Subjeds are the 
only Hopes of the Enemies to my Government: But 
whatever Views and Projedts they may form upon this 
Rapture, and what Advantages foever Spain may vainly 
promife itfelf from any Circumftances in the prefent Situ- 
ation of AfFairs ; it is in your Power, by the Blefling of 
God, to defeat the one, and difappoint the other. Union 
among all thofe who have nothing at Heart but the true 
Interell of Great Britain, and a becoming Zeal in the 
Defence of my Kingdoms, and in the bupport of the 
common Ciule ot our Country, with as general a Con- 
currence in carrying on the War, as there has appeared 
for engaging in it, will make the Court of Spain repent 
the Wrongs they have done us ; and convince thofe, who 
mean the bubvcrfion of the prei'ent Eftiiblifhment, thacthifl 
Nation is cictermioed, and able, both to vindicate their 
injured Honour, and to defend themselves agaiall all our 
open and iccret Enemies, both at Home and Abroad.* 

The Commons being returned to their Houfe, Mr. Speaker 
reported his Majelly's Speech to the Houfe, and upon a 
Motion of Henry Arcner, Elq; the following Addrefs 
from the Commons v. as agreed to. 

Vol. Vi. N Mojl 
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* Wc yeur Majcfty's mod Dtitifd and Loyal Sobji^fla, tW ' 
' Commons of Great Britain in ParUamcot a fl em bled, beg 
^ Leave to return your Majefly our unfeigned Thanks, for 

* your moO; graciotis-'Spfech from the 1 hrone^ and to ex* 
^ yr^r^ our entire Sati^fniflion in your Majelly'a Declamcioii 

* of War againfl the Crown of Spain ; a War, which the 
^ repeated Violences and Depredations commlucd by the 
' Spiijjh Nation upon the Trade and Commerce of thefo 

* KmgcJomi, the netorioai Vjoktion of their moil folcmii 

^ Engagements, theii- obflmate ^efufat of making Re pa- j 

* ration for pail Injnries, and of giving Security againfl th^ 
^ like Ibr the future* have rendered jult and unaf ojdable. 

^ It is with the highef£ Senfe of l>uty and Gratitude we 

* ac k no w led gey our JV1 a jelly's Wifdom and paternal Care of 1 
' your PeopSej in making Ufe of the Power granted to your J 

* Majefly by Parliament, for the Security and Defence ofl 
*' thek Kingdoms^ for the P rote fl ion of our Trade, and for 

' the DiilrelBng and Annoying our Enemies in themofl fen- 

* fiblc and tiftilual Wanner > snd we beg Leave to afTur* 
^ your Majelty^ that nothing ihall div(.rt or deter ub from 
^ fuflaihing, with Sati^f^flion and Chearfulnefs, any extra* 

* ordinary Expcnccs and InconveniencieSi thac mufl inevi> 
' tab[y attend the various and extenfive Services^ which your 
^ Majtfly ilmll find necejiary to undertake^ in vindicating 

* the Honour of your Crown, in afiierting the Rigrit? of 
' your People, and in procuring }uilicc to arn injured and , 
^ provoked Nation. I 

* And we befeech your Majedy, to accept the flrongefl i 
< and moll affectionate Aflurancea^that, in Defence of your 
' Alajefly*s Kingdomst and in Support of the common . 

* Caufe of our Country, %ve will railc fuch effectual Supplier, J 
^ and wirh fuch Chearfalnefs and Difpatch, as will forward^ 
^ and give Spirit to your MajeAy^s Preparat'ons, and enable 

* your A^ajelly to carry on the War with Vigour* 

* And )our dutiful Coaimons, being truly ienfible of the 

* fatai Confequencescf intefline Heats and Animofjties, wiK, 

* with a Zeal becoming the Reprcfentatives of the Pto- 

* p-e in Parliament, endeavour to compofc thcfe unhappy J 

* DivifionSt which have too long prevailed among yon 
*Mi]elly's Subjc^si and we do ailure your Majefty, tha 
' nothing fhall be wanting on our Part, to reJiore to ihd 

* Nation that Union and Harmony which may effcdually 

* defeat and difappointalt the vain Projects, Hopes, and ExJ 

* peaations of your Majefty's open and fecrct Ejicmies^ 
^ both at Home and Abioad/ 
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The Motioe for ehe Addieii ^as intrcwJ^cei io a Speech Anf^oij,f?«<» 









10 the foilowing Ef&d 
Mr, Archer. 

* Ai bis Majcfty has been ptcafcd to declare in his Speech, ?Jx, A rcber, 
lliat he bas called ui together fo iituch earlier than u(ual^ 
that he might take the immtdiate Advice of hi* Parliament 
«t this crincal and impnrtanc Con|a(i£ltire i give me Leave 
to express the Joy and SacisfaOi^n whic^ I have in beholds 
ing (o full a Houre upon thb Qccafion, and parucularly In 
feeing lame Gentlemen here again ^ whofe great Talents 
ind Experience have rendered them fo able, and I hope I 
may now fay they are ^ no lt($ w\l ijJgi to d litharge ihii 
great Truft and Duty to tjieir King and Country. 

* The great Caiife ofDebateaEnongll ug the ladSefHon U 
now at ^n End : \^ e arc now engaged in an open and de- 
cUfjEd War againfi a haughty, infLjlting Enemy, whom 
neither Jollicc, nor Humanity, the Law of Natlonj^ nor 
the facred Tie^ of Treaties could retrain from commi ting 
an heard-of Violence and Cruelties upon our Fellow -Subjeds, 
and jnfulting our Flag. 

• During thefe Provocations we were ni^t infenfiblc of hii 
Majelly*s Zeal and Impatience to engage in the glorious 
Ctufe of vindicating the Honour of his Crown, and af- 
fefliflg the Righti of his injured Subjeds; l^ut, lake a com- 
mon Father and Prcfervcr of his People, tendef of their 
Xjvcs and Weifire, and gr^ioufly regarding the Advice of 
his Parliament^ he was pleiled to inierpofe his Royal En- 
deavours with th: King tf Spain, in order to obtain, with- 
oat the Effjfion of BIo^, or Calamities of War^ [which j» 
the la ft of all Remedies when other Tryals fail of Succcfs) 
that Jtiflics and Sau^futElton, which nothing but the amazing 
Fci0y and Bafenefs of the Spaniards could have refufeJ, 

♦ Give me Leave, Sir, to fay, that in this was lliewn true 
Fortitude and Great^fs of Mitidi for 'cis Ambition^ hh 
Wantonnds and Military Folly that delights in Conqueft<s 
true Valour knows no other Aim than the Pe^ce and H^^p- 
pinefs of Society . But when fach Meafures did not faceed^ 
when it was found neceffary to have recoorfe to Arms, the 
fame Zeal and unwearied Pains, which had been before em» 
ploy'd forelhblijhing Peace and publif Tranquil lit y^have been 
exerted in Military Preparations, arjd Armaments by Sea 
and Land, in order to annoy our Enemy in the m Jlt fenfible 
Part; And all Europe mutt be now convinced, not only of 
|he Juttice of our Caofe, but they will judge from our Con- 
d«^ that we have entered into the War with 1 emper» and 

1^ arc carrying it on wiih the Spirif apd RefohHion Qf a bray^ 
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j^yjj^Q , ,^gQ jind provoked Nation. And 'tis with Plcafarc, Sir, that 
II. i7jp. we muft now behold the Naval Strength and Power of our 
\^^''\J Country, fent forth to avenge our Wrongs, fpreading Ter- 
ror round the Coatts of our Enemy, and alTuming the So- 
• vcrcignty of the Sea without a Rival. On the other hand, 
were we to view the Situation of our Enemy, he who fo 
lately ufurpcd a Power over our Ships at Sea, prefcribed a 
Courlc to our Navigation, and vainly laid Claim to part of 
his Majelly's Dominions at Land ; to what is his Pride re- 
duced f Not daring to venture out his Fleet at Sea, he creeps 
for Safety within his Ports. 

< In this Situation we cannot but exprefs our SatisfafllOtt 
in his Majcfty's Wildom and Condudl, and in the Vigour 
and Steadincfs of his Refolutions ; nor can we, without In- 
gratitude, forget his Royal Clemency and Moderation in 
time of Peace, and the tender and aiFedionate Concern 
which he has Ihewn for his People ; Virtues which will al- 
ways endear a Prince to his Subjects, and. make him no left 
amiable in Peace than formidable in War. 

« And if ever there was a Tim-e which called for the 
Warmeit Expreflions of Duly and Affeftion to the Thron<^ 
this furtly is the Time ; whilft we are engaged in a War 
Abroad, and reproached, even by our Enemies, for our Di- 
vifions and Animofities at "Home. Who is there, Sir, -that 
can read the Spanifh Manifefto without the utmoft Concern 
and Indignation? Britain troubled ^ith intefiine Divijifms! 
There is the Source and Spring of our Misfortunes ; 'tiu 
from thence that our Enemies have drawn their Hopes of 
Succefs againil us, and formed fuch defpicable Ideas of our 
Strength and Power, as to dare to contend with this Nation. 
But, Sir, 'tis not yet too late ; we have it llilfin our Power 
to difappoint their Views and 'Expedations : Let us aft 
with Union and Harmony amonglt ourfelves ; let us join in 
the common Caufe of our Country, and fupport his Ma- 
jefly with Vigour and Unanimity; and we (hall ag<in 
snake the Arms cf Great Britain dreaded, and put a fpeedy 
End to the War by a glorious and honourable Peace ; atkd 
therefore I (hall beg Leave to move, as in the Addrefs^ 
Mr. Pultney. 
Si r, 
MrPultnev ' The Honourable Gentleman, who made the Motion, 
* * has (aid fo much in Praife of the Wildom and Propriety of 

his Miijelly's and his Minillers Condudl, that he has left 
Jittle or no Rooai for me to add |ny thing to his Panegy* 
rick. As to his Majefty, I know' ^hat when he is honeltly 
informed of the State of the Nation, of the DiltreiTes 
of his People, and the Caufes that produced them. 

Iione, 
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none, €Tcn of thofc who labour under the Evils, are more Annex; Ge6. 
defirous of feeing them redrcffed : As for his Minifters, ^^ '7JP- 
I have always, when I had an Opportunity, endeavoured to " '^^ 
do them Jultice ; I wi(h that to do them Juftice and Ho. 
©our had been more frequently the fame. But, Sir, before 
I take any Notice of the Motion made by the Honourable 
Gentleman, I fhould fpeak a little with regard to a Step 
taken by feme of my Friends and tnyklT laft Seflion, which 
we thougiit necefTify, as Affairs then Hood, for clearing our 
Chara£lers to Poftcrity from the Imputation of fitting in an 
AfTembly, where a determined Majority gave a Santtion to 
Meafuies, evidently to the Difgrace of his Majefty and the 
Nation. 

« This Step (however it has been hitherto cenfured) will 
I hope for the future be treated in a different Manner, for 
it is fully jullified by the Declaration of War, fo univerfally 
approved, that any further Vindicrtion will be fuperfluous.. 
There is not an Aflmion maintained in it that was not al- 
fnoft ill the fame Words infifled upon by thofe who oppofed 
the Convention. Every Sentence in it is an Echo of what 
was laid in our Reafonings againll that Treaty ; and every 
^fitive Truth, which the Declaration lays down, was denied 
with the utmoft Confidence by thofe who fpokefor the Con^ 
vention. Since that Time, Sir, there has not one Event 
happened that was not then forcfeen and foretold : But gi\'e 
tne Leave to fay, Sir, that tho* the Treatment which we 
have fince received from the Court of Spain may have 
fiRclled the Account, yet it has furnilhed us with no new 
Reafons for declaring War; the fame Provocations have 
only been repeated, and nothing but longer Patience has 
added to the Juflice of our Caule. The fame Violation of 
Treaties, the fame Inflanccs cf Injuflice and Barbirity, tire 
fame Difrc^ard to the Law of 'Nations, which are laid down 
ms the R-caions of this Declamtfon, were then too flagrant 
to be denied, and too contJ^mptuous to be borne : Nor can 
any or.e Re::lon be ajledgod for jaftifying our going to War 
BOW, that was not of equal Force before the Convention, 
After that was ratify 'd, Sir, and afcer the Addrefs of Parlia- 
ment to his Majeliy on that Head, there was indeed fon>c 
fort cf Pretevt for not commencing Hoftilitie«. becaufe y0t| 
had laid yourleives under a kind cf Obligation to fee if the 
Court of Spain would fulfil their Part cf the Stipulations ; 
but this was a Reafon that couid have no Place before that 
Condud v/as entered into and approved. It is therefore 
' evident that if the War be now neceffary, it wa«! neccffary 
before the Convention : Of this Neceffi ty the Gentlemen 
(known, however improperly, by the Name of Scceders) 

were 
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Anno 1 1 Geo. were then fully convinced. They faw, in Read of that Ar* 
11. 17^^ dour of Refencment, and thac Ztjkl foi die Honour of fixi- 
U/"V^^y tiin, which fucb Indignities ought to have prod weed ^ no- 
thing but Meannef^, and Tamenefst 2nd SubmifHort i and 
their natural Ccnfequences, a low, temporary Expedient, a 
ihameful ConventioD; a Convention which, had theSp:iniardi 
pot madly broken k, muH h^ve ended m our Ruin, mult 
have thrown our own Navigation into the Hands of our 
Knemicj* To fuch a Condu6l as this they couJd give no 
Sandion ; they faw that all Oppofttion was inrffeduali and 
thiC their Prefence wae only made ufe of, that what wat 
already determined might be ratify 'd with the plaufib!© Ap- 
pearance of a fair Debate, They therefore feceded, if that 
Word iTiUfi be ufed on this Occailon, and refufed to coun« 
ten^nce Meafures which they could nei ther appro ven^f 4&r\ 
feat, 

' The State cf A^irs is now changed } the Mtafurei of] 
t^e Miniflry are now altered ; and the fame Regard for thfti 
Honour and Wel/kre of their Country^ that determioedj 
thefe Gentlemen to withdraw their Countenance from fuchnj 
Conduft as they thought had a Tendency to destroy themp, 
the fame has brought them hither once more, to give their] 
Advice and AJFdtance in tbofe Meafures, which they thcit| 
pointed out, as the only ^^ns of averting and retrieving^ 
them- 

' Haying fatd thus much^ Sir» in Vindication of ch|t 
Step, I flxall not at prefent give myfelf ^he Trouble of en- 
quiring into the Eifefls with which It w^s attended ; or 
whether it ^;ad any Influence in producing this Declaration 
of War- Neither ftail I take any Notice of the Lfn- 
winingnefs with which a certain Right Honourable Pcrfon 
iiear me is fald to have entered into this War. J Hiall only 
take Notice of the Motion for an Addrefs now made- 

' Here, Sir, I am very willing to agree with the Hg- 
nourtble Gentleman in what he observed, with regard to the 
Wifdom and NeceJEty of the Declaration of War, and the 
lofults and Injuries we have received from that Nation, 
which is now the Objed of our Rcfentment i I ara very 
glad to hear thefe Sentiments from that Quarter. But 1 
have fomewhat to add about the Means of making i^ con- 
ducive to the Honour and Intereft of this Nation, There 
iione Meafurc, which, if conftanily and refolutcly purfu-ed 
by uSp will make this War of mott lading Advantage to the 
Nation, and that is. Sir, to takt and hold. Let u^ attack 
their Settlements in the Weft-Indies with fucji a Force as 
cannot be defeated ; and let us put it out of the Power of 
any MiniHry to give up the Conijuelts yfc ftiaU make : We 

fhaU 
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Iball then put tiie Trade and Navigation of chts Nation be Anno f ; Geo* 
yond all tuture VicjJation. II. tiig- 

* And here I beg Leave to obfcrve, tbat all the Natloii ^^^/''V'^^ 
haft juft RcafoA lo rfgret the M.lcairiage of a Bill which I 
had the Honour to bring jti two SeJIioji^ agOp by which his 
Majeily's advcntunng Subjcdls might have been encouraged 
to aiiempc Conc[ueth upon the Enemy. If it had pajTedj I 
make no doubt, bui bdbic this Time we (hould have feen the 
good E6l£l5 of Ic ; for nothing. Sir, next to our own weak 
and Inconfidcnc Condu£l» has coniribated more to the Info- 
kncc of Spain, than a Notion which the/ entertains that 
we neither cid nor dare attack them iti their mod fcnfible 
Fartt. If that Dili- had p^iiled, this Nation would foon have 
done itrclf ample Jullice upon its Enemies* ivlthout putting 
the Government to one Shilling Ejtpcnce. We have an 
inliar^cc of ihe Spirit and Power, with which the private 
Adventurers of thji Natron can a^, in the gSorlous Reign 
ol Queen Elizabeth ; Which was diftingkiifhcd by nothing 
more than the 5uccefs of our Arms and Counfels againtl thac 
h'awer which has now fo long infulted us, h was to pri- - 
¥ate Adnntafers that all theSuccefs of Sir Francis Drake 
wai owing ; and till that Spirit 15 revived, till we take and 
hold, we never can expcft to fee any Adi?antage arife to the 
Nation from ihii War : For which Reafons 1 hope to fee, 
before the End of thii Scfliois, a Bill brought in with pro- 
per Claules to encourage not only his MajcUy^s forces, but 
Iris Majcily'a Stibjeflit to make Conqnelb in the Spamfti 
WeiVlndies^ In the lail great War, bir, thit was thought 
% very proper Condud i and when one Bill for that Effe£l 
%tfa! HOE found fuifi^ient to anfwer every Objcaion that might 
ariie, another Bill was pa fled a very little Time after more 
full and more explicit, 

» Perhaps 1 have been a little too long ofi this Subjed, and 
Co hat 1 have fatd would hive Com6 much more properly 
ftom fomc Gcntleihan in the Adminiltradon ; but i thoaghe 
myfelf obliged. Sir* to lay thus much in Vindication of my 
o^n Condutt when 1 brought in chat Billi and of the Argu- 
jncnti 1 thea uicd to eniorce it. Another Reafon why I 
ha^e infilled fo much upon it, is to do Honour to his Ma- 
jfcfty, who in hi^ Speech cerrainly points to this Conduct, and 
to exprefs my Rcadinffs 10 fupport the Miniflry intliatand 
ftU other Steps Chat iliall be taken in order 10 carry on this 
Wat with Vigour and Advantage. I dare !ay, Sir, that all 
my Friends are of the fame Upinion with mylelf ; ! can 
vcAtuii to aniwer for them, tiiat there will ba no other 
Con te It an this Occafios^ but who fliaJl be moit iorward in 
aJilling hit Majejty iq a£i with the Weight that becomet 
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Annpi J Geo. the Dignity of his Crown, and may make the Succefs an- 
II. 1719' fwerable to the Jullice of his Caufe, 

SyOr^^^ • Having fiid thus mult. Sir, 1 am naturally led to con- 
fider Tome £;cpreirions both in the Speech and Motion* 
which I n.ull own I could not, at firll, hear without Con- 
cern, and to which longer Confideration has not yet recon<» 
tiled me. His Majelty mentions Heats and Animofities. 
Sir, I don't know who drew up this Speech ; but whoever he 
was, he ihould have fpared that Expreflion : I wifti he had 
drawn a Veil over the Heats and Animofities that muil be 
owned once fubfilled upon this Head; for I am fure none 
now fubfill. Was it the Effed of thefc Heats and Animo- 
fities (to ufe the Words of the Speech) indufirioujly fomented 
throughout this Nation, that Spain, for tweniy Years, treated 
us with all the Inrolence, Barbarity, and Injullice that could 
have been pradi(ed upon a Nation conquered and end.ved) 
Was it the Effe^ of our Heats and Animofities, that our 
Minillry concluded a Treaty with that Crown, which at 
once gave up all our Trade and Navigation to her Mercy I 
Was Jt owing to our Heats and Animofities, Sir, that thi| 
Treaty was ratified, approved of, and muft have been now i^ 
force, had not the Spaniards themfelves broke it ? No,Sir| 
if there were Heats and Animofities, they were occafioned 
by the Minillry*s notpurfuing thofe Meafures they have now 
fallen upon, fiut fince their Condudl is happily changed^ 
all Animofities are exiind ; nor will they ever didurb of 
again, till a Condud, as much to the Difcredic and Diiho- 
ncur of the Nation as that which gave rife to them, iha|i 
make it neceflary to revive them. 

• I will make no Motion upon what I have faid ; only 
I mud repeat it once more, that I heartily wifh, for his Mai* 
jedy^s Honour and Service, that no mention had been made 
of Heats and Animoiities ; and I think we ihould mure con- 
fult the Reputation and Dignity of this Houfe, if in our 
Addrefs we fhould take no Notice of that Claufe of the 
Speech.* 

Sir Robert Walpole. 
S I B, 

Sir Robert * After what pafTcd laft Seffion, and after the repeated 

Walpole. , Declarations of the Honourable Gentleman who fpoke lad» 
and his Friends, 1 little cxpeded that we (hould have this 
Sellion been again favouictl with their Company. I am al-'. 
ways pleafed. Sir, when I lee Gentlemen in the Way of 
their Duty, and glad that theie Gentlemen have returned \o 
theirs j though, to fay the Truth, I was in no great Con- 
cern left the Service either of his Majelly or the Nation 
ihould fufFer by their Abfence. I believe the Nation is ge« 

neral^r 
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iierally fenfibte, that the many 
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ivhtch pair<fd tdwardf; the End of Itdl SefTian were greatly 
forwarded and faciljtaced by the Seceflian of chefe Gentle^ 
men, and if they are returned only to oppofe and perplex* 
I fhall not at at! be fQiry if they fecede again. 

* The Honourable Gentleman who ipoke laH faid^ 
That cKey took that Step» becaufe he and his Friends con- 
ceived that Meafgres were purfued which tended to ruiit 
the Honour and Intereft of this Nation ; and that they 
have returned to their Duty, becaufe thefe Meafures are ncfw 
at an End. Sir^ I don^'t remember ariy one Step which 
was taken in the whole of our Traniadions with Spain* 
chat has not been fully canvaiTed in ParJiamentr and as fully 
ipproved* The Parliament can beft judge what is ht or 
DOC lit to be done, and while I have the Honour of bearing 
any Share in the Adminillration^ I ihall ilill think my felt 
(afe, and my A^ion$ complcatly jglUfied, if they are, after 
mature Deliberation^ approved by a Brltilh Parliament, 
The Aale Argucnenc of Corruption never ihalj have an/ 
Weight with me ; it has been the common Refuge of the 
Pifappointed and DifaJfe£lcd ever fince Government had a 
Being ; and it is an Accuiation, that like all other Charges j 
tho' unfupported by Proof, if advanced againll the bell and 
moil difinterelkd AdminiAration, and pulhed with a be- 
coming Violence, a pretended Zeal for the public Good 
will never fail to meet with Applaufe among the Populace. 
I cannot, however, believe that the Honourable Gentiemafe 
and his Friends have found any ReaJcn to boail of the £f- 
fe^$ produced by their SecefTion upon the Minds of the Pco* 
pie; for it was a very new Way of defending the InteretU 
of their ConlUtuents, to defert them when they apprehend* 
ed them to be endangered. I IhouJd not have touched ia 
much iipott this Subjed, had I not been in a manner called 
opon CO do it by what fell from the Honourable Gentleman 
iwho fpoke lalt 1 ihall now proceed to take fomc Notice 
of what he farther advanced. 

* The Declaration of War againft Spain is neither more 
nor Icfs than the Confeqaence, which his Majafly again 
and again informed this Houfe would arifc from the Spani- 
ards periifting in their Refufal to do Jullicc to his injured 
Sobje&f ; and what the Honourable Gentleman has faid 
upon that Head amounts to nothing more than that after 
the Spaniards had abfolutely irfufed to do that Juftice, his 
Majefly proceeded to thofc Meafures which he had thca 
more than once promifed to take* 1 am forr)- that the 
Honourable Gentleman lliould fo far diflrull tlie Royal Af- 
ittranco, as rather to abfent himfdf ftom bis Duty as a 
Vol. VI. O Membes 






Atioo T ; <?eo. Member of this Hoofe, than pat any Confidence in hi a 
U. i7;p Majctly^s Promifc, But give uie Leave to fay, Sir, tliai, 
\,y^^/^^ from the well-known Charafter of his Majefty, this De- 
clanuion of War is do more than what the Honourable 
Gentleman and his Friends had not only Reafon, but ^ 
Eight to exptft, even at the time of iheir Seceffjon, if thtf 
Continuance of che Injuilice of the Court of Spain ihould 
make it neceilary to have recouffe to Arms. So thai upon 
the ^vhole, t neither {ee how hit Majelly's not jffuing ihh 
Declaration of War, when they were pleafed to require it, 
was a good Reafon for their running from their Duty $ nof 
how its being iiiUed at laU h any Apology for their Re- 
turn. 

* The Honourable Gentleman has dwelt long on a Mea- 
fure which he af)pears to be very fond of, and that h, at- 1 
tacking the Enemy in America^ and veiling the Property ^ 
of what (hall be conquered there in his Majefly-s Subje^ls. 
Sir, I don*t think this a very proper Time Co come lo any I 
Ejcplanation uporr that Head ; if it is a Step proper to brj 
taken, the Wifdom of his Majefty and che Parliament wUli 
certainly not omit it ; and in that Cafe I chink the lefs it] 
is talked of before it is put in Execution^ the better it willi 
be for this Nation, as the more likely to fucceed. 

< As to the Honourable Gentleman's favourite Bill, whJcli 
he has mentioned, and which was, I think, with great 1 
Jufticc thrown out two Seffions ago, I can fee no Ufe it 
could have been of, fince, iho* it hadpaflcd then, it could. ^ 
not hive taken Place before the Declaration of Wan And/ 
if that Bill iliould be thought proper, we can now pafs it^ 
and let it immediately cake E^d. 

' The Honourable Genikman madcfomc Remarks upon 
that Part of his Majeily'a Speech, which mentions Heats 
and Animofitic^.and leemed to think that the^ are now ex- 
tinguished. Sir, I could wifh they were; but I think it i$ 
evident to every common Underllanding that they are not. 
Btittho^all former Heats and Animoiicics were now extin- 
guiihcd, the Caution and Advice given by his Majefty are 
v^ty proper upon this Occafion, becaufe but very lately they 
jofe to a very great Height, to fuch a Height, Sir, as in 
fome meafure even to difown ihe Authority of the Supreme 
ijegiflaturc; for what Conftru^ion can I put upon the 
Actions of Gentlemen who retire from the Service of thia 
Houfe, becauJe^ as they pretend » the Proceedings of the 
Houfc are contrary to Law and the Conftitution, though it 
U plain, that both the Law and Conflitution of this Nation 
have no other l^oandatioa than tb« DeterraiaatioJifl of Par- 
liamtnt f 
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< Sifj I will mt ky all I can upon this l-kad. TJie Anno 1 5 Geo? 
Honourable Gentleman demanded whether the Heats aj^d 1^ *75P^ 
Animofitief of the Nation made you hear with the Info- K^^Y'^^mJ 
lenccs of Spain for twenty Years ? If Spain treated this 
Isatbn with Jnfolence, If flic injured hh Majeliy'^ Sub- 
jects » her Iniblencc was encouraged, and her Fears removed 
by our Divifions. For while iuch Heats and Animojities 
ag^Inli an Adminjllratjon fubfil)^ no Qovernment could be 
iinagiiied (o mad as to rufh into a War, and expofe them* 
fclves to foreign and domeflic Enemies at once. Jf thefe 
Diviijons appear to be hid alleep at prefent^ \h only be- 
cause the Fa^ion think they cannot with the le:dl Shew of 
Decency continue their Ckmours, iince they have been 
gradhed in their favourite Meafure?, The Honourable 
Cendeman blamed the Convention, Sir^ I tlill think »s 
well of the Convention as ever I did; and 1 believe the 
Wifdom and Moderation fhewn by his Majeliy in accepting 
of the Convention as a Preliminary to a Peace have pro^ 
doced thi$ happy Eiiefl, thai you have al prefent only Spam 
CO contend with, ft was tiiis inclination for coming to 
Terms, if Terms in any Degree eqaitable could have been 
obtained^ which his Majefty had all along fhevvn, that has 
convinced all Europe that the Infolence^ Injuillce, and Ob- 
fljnacy of the Court of Spain were the only Caufes of the 
War. 

Upon the whole, Sir, I think the very Obje^ron which 
the Honourable Gentleman ha* made is fome part of a 
Proofp thai Divifion^ ftill fubfiil ; for it 19 no great Sigf* of 
Unanimity that fuch Infinuaiions an4 Objcaigns are lUrEcd 
on the firii Day of the Seflion ; efpcdally as the War has 
been hitherto fo foccefsfully and fo vigoroufiy carried on, 
3IS not to leave the leafl Ground for receding either upon 
hh Majefty or the Adminiflration. Therelorej Sir» 1 am 
entirely for ag/eeing to the Motion.* 
Sir John Barnard. 

SiR, 
* As I attended my Duty in tJiia Houfe all Jail Seflion, si^ John 
and as I am refolved ever to do fo while I have the Ho- B.irruirX 
Hour CO be in Parliament, t can with the greater Freedom 
declaj-e my Sentiments with regard to what has paifed be- 
tween the two Honourable Gentlemen who fpoke Jait 

' Aw to the Step that was taken by the Honourable Gen- 
tleman and his Friends, in abfeniing them fclves from the 
Service of this Houfe^ I have nothing more to fay, than 
that t am convinced the Gentlemen themfclves aflcd from 
good Motives, and thought it for the Service of the Nation. 
ihU^ Sir, 1 fayj Irom my perfonal Kocwledgc of thefe 
O z Gemk- 
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AnnoijGeo- Gentlemen, and of their Zeal. But whatever were the 
II. 1759. Motives to their taking that Step, I am perfuaded that they 

l/Y^^ now no longer fubfift ; and that as the Declaration of War 
has rendered us all unanimous, fo nothing is now neceiTary 
to prefervc our Unanimity but a hearty and vigorous Prb- 
fecution of it on the Part of the Minidry. 

^ The Honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft faid to- 
Vrards the End of his Speech, That the War had been hi- 
therto fo fuccefsfiilly and vigorously carried on, as to leave; 
sio Grounds for refleding either upon his Majefly or the 
Miniftry. Sir, I believe there is not a Man in the Nation 
ivho would ):efled upon his Majefly in whatever Manner it 
is conduced; but I fear, that, as it is, great Nunibers are 
diiTatisfied with the Miniilry. As I have the Honour to be 
a Reprefentative in this Houfe for the mod populous City, 
and a City of the greatell Trade in his Majeily's Dominions; 
br perhaps in the World, it is my Duty to declare, that I 
don't think the Vfar has been ca'rri^ on with that Vigour 
and Succefs that might have been expected : I ihall uke the 
Liberty to point out a few Initances wherein it appears to 
the trading Part of that City, that there has not been the 
belt Management. 

* To the Trade pf (his Nation all Adminiftrations ought 
to have the principal Regard ; and every Step, every Mea- 
fure they take ought to be with a View of protedling or im- 
proving it. But how does it appear, that the Security and 
Encouragement of Trade has been, in the Coarfe of this 
War, attended to ? Inftead of building fmall twenty Guri 
Ships, the only Ships that can mod efFedlually curb the 
Spanifh Privateers, we have equipped fcarce any other than 
great, pompous Ships of 70, 80, or 100 Guns, whicb» 
though they may be very ierviceable in an Engagement, I 
apprehend are almoft ufelefs for the Purpofe 1 have men- 
tioned. It is, Sir, from their Privateers only that we have 
any thing to dread ; the Spanifh Fleet is not at prefent, nor 
can be for fome time, in any Condition to face ours ; there- 
fore the principal View of thofe who have hitherto had the 
Diredlion of this War, ought to (lave been the Prote^ion of 
our Merchant Ships from Privateers, by a fufHcient Number 
of twenty Gun Ships. If the Government had wanted 
fuch Ships, they might have bought as many as they want- 
ed ready built; and in my Opinion, the public Money 
would have been laid out to much greater Advantage than 
we have lepn it. 

* There is another Point, Sir, in which I think there 
has been a confiderable De(e&, in our Management of the 
prefent War 3 and that is with regard to the linall Niimbct 
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Ships Cent to the Weil Indies. It u there, that we can Anno 1 1 <?e<| 



I diftrefs 

whok, or the greateft Part of otir Forces ought to have been 
em ploy *d. An § Admiral was indeed fent out, and it h ge^ 
iieralty thought he is gopc to the Weil*Indies, but we have 
not yet heard chat the Fleet he has with him his been able 
CO do any thing ; and indeed we have no great Reafon to 
expe^ that he can do much , as he carried out no Land 
Forces with him, nor any Stores that are commonly 13 fed in 
attacking or demolishing Forts, which i« the Eufinefs that 
mull be fird done in thofe Pares, 

* Another thing which the Merchants have very much 
at Heart, is the ftationing his Majefty's Ships in proper 
Places for prote£ling our own Trade, and annoying that of 
' Enemy. They obferve that our Trade has fuffered very 
fioch fpr want of Ships ftationed at proper Places ; and that^ 

accept by the Capture of two Caracca Ships, the Spaniards 

].ve fuffered very little. 

From thefe Confiderattons I am afraid it will appear 

It upon haJancing the Accounts between Us and Spain, 
Sticc diis War has commenced, the Disadvantage is on our 
Side^ There was indeed one Opportunity, which if we 
had been vigilant and adive in the TJfe of it, might have 
gone ^r towards repairing our Loffes; and that was the 
intercepting the Aflbgue Ships : But that, like many other 
M eafu res, has it fcems proved unfuccefsiuL Perhaps* Sir, 
|befort we boajl too much of the Vigour and Succefs with 

i?hich the War has been carried on, it may be expedient to 

n^uire by what Means thefe Ships efcaped, efpecially as it 

ras known that they were on their Voyage, and as the 
ICourfe which they a^ually held was that in which our Go« 

eminent might moil reasonably haveexpe^ed to have met 

Ai to what the Honourable Gentleman faid with re* 
3rd to our Divifions, really. Sir, I am of Opiniou, that 
[whatever Divifions are among us^ muA be charged upon 
Itbc Miniftry, who, whether they have raifed them or not, 
I jnay now eafily extinguiih them by fach a vigorous ?ro£e- 
I cutioo of this War, as may convince the NatioR that they 
I are in tameft- At Icaft 1 can venture to anfwer for the great 
Body of which 1 have the Honour to be one of the Rc- 
prcientatjvcs, that they will think no Expences they ftiall 
i contribute too large^ they will think no Teftimonies of their 
I Daty and Zeal for the Adminilliation too Urong, if this 
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Arnoi ? Geo- War is profccnted with as much Vigour as it has bceo uiir 

II. 17:^9. dertakcn with Jufticc. 
^y^V'^J Sir Charles Wager. 

Sir, 
Sir Charles * I ^'^^ not think that I fhould have fpokcn upon this 

Wager. Occalion, but as fome Things have fallen from the Ho- 

nourable Gentleman who fpoke lall which it is my Duty tQ 
anfwer, I (hall give the Houfe what Satisfadion I can with 
regard to the Management of the prefent War. 

* As to our being greater Sufferers by Captares than the 
Spaniards have been» that. Sir, I believe is very true, and 
there is a fuiHcient, perhaps an invincible Reafon for it, 
which is that we have a great deal more to lofe than they. 
The Sea is covered with our Ships, and the Extent of our 
Trade gives the Spaniards the Advantages of very frequent 
Captures. They have but very little foreign Commerce in 
jBurope, and the little they have is carried on in other Bot- 
toms than tbofe belonging .to themfelves ; fo that the Flag 
of other Nations proteds their Property. 

* As to their American Commerce^ but a few Ships are 
employed in it, and the great Diiftance of the Voyage, with' 
the Widenef§ of the Navigation,. renders the intercepting' 
them very uncertain. The Honourable Gentleman mei^ 
Cioned the Courfe of the Aflbgiie Ships. If I could con- 
ceive it necefTary, I could eafily cgnvince every Gen t1 email 
here, that it was not owing tQ any Defs&, either of Zeal or 
Prudence in the Adniiniilration, nor to any Negligence of 
the Admirals \yho lay on thore Coafls, that they were noC 
taken, biit ineerly to an Accident of their having met with 
an Advice- Boat fent from their. Court, which it was fijfty 
Chances to one they would npt have met with, and which 
jiiade them alter their Courfe. It was infmuated that «e 
had not a fuiEcient Number of Ships employed to protc^ 
our own^ and to annoy the Enemy's Trade in the Weft- 
liidies. I don't know what Gentlemen mean by a ibiE- 




never h^d fo great a Numbex in thofe Seas, and that in tiie 
prefent State of bur Navy, we cannot fpare a greatef: Hua^ 
ber withput neglecting the Service in other Places. 

' • The' other .Objedlion was founded on a fuppoii^ Error 
of the 'K;Iihiftry in not employing a fuificient Number of 
twenty Gun Ships. Sir, I own that twenty Gun Ships are 
of very great Service in the prefent War. But the twenty 
Gun Ships in the Service of the Government, were-not faf- 
ficient to fupply all the Services which the particular Cir- 
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cum{bnces of ihii War requited. Befidesi that a good Anno 1 ; Geo. 
Number of them had been foaDd unfit for Strvice, and muft ^^' ^J^\ 
therefore be rebuilt. The Honourable Gentleman fa id that l-'^'^^V^J 
the Government iDight have bought Ships from private 
Perfons for that Purpofe* This very Method is now pur- 
fttcd ; fome have been already purchafed i and feveral Con- 
trads arc now depending for purchaiing more; but iliU 
chere is required fome Time to fit them out, and to render 
them ferviceable as Ships of Force. 

• Upon the whole, Sir^ there is no Manner of Doubt that 
fome of the Merchants^ and trading Part of the Nation, 
have been Sufferers fince the Commencement of this War, 
and poiTibly they may fufltr flill more if it continues : But 
this. Sir, was of[cn foretold in the Houfe before the War was 
declared, and is what our Merchants ought to have charged 
their Account with** 

The Qudlion being put^ paft without Divlfton, 
Nff^^ 16* ' Mr. Foltncy rofe up, and fpoke as follows: 
Sir, 

* A* War [s at la (I declared againft Spam , it will be vtry yi^ Pultney * 
proper to pafs a Bill for encouraging our Seamen, I had * 
the Hon^Sur to prefent one for that Purpofe two SeiHons 
mgOt but it had not the good Fortune to meet with the Con* 
currence of this Houfe. It was then obj©9;ed, that bypaf- 
ling fuch a BtU we might interrupt the Courfe of our Ne- 
gotiations at the Court of Spain : This^ I prefume, was the 
chief Reafon for which it was rejeaed. But as the Ne* 
gotiatious with that Court arc now at an End, I hope the 
Propofal I now rife up to aiaJce, will meet with no Op- 
f ofition. Xhe beft Method, Sir, for making the War fuc- 
cefiful, hM carry it on with Vigour ; if therefore any Laws 
or Regulations have formerly been thought ncceilary, thcjr 
ought to be revived. For this Reafon, I take the Libert/ 
to move, that the 6th and 8th Seaions of an A£l made iti 
the 6th of ^een Anne* entitled, Jn AB fir ih ktmr fi-^ 
€urmg the frade rf this Kingdom h^ Cruizirs mid Com^f ; 
and alfothe 2d Se^ion of an A^ made in the faine Year, 
entitled. An M fir Encsuragmtnt tf^radi is America, may 
be rcad.^This being accordingly done, he defired that 
Leave might be given to bring in a Bill ' For the more if- 
« fcdual iecuring and encouraging the Trade of thcBridfb 

* Subje^» to America^ and for the Encouragement of Se** 

* men 10 enter into his Ma jelly ^s Service,' 

Upon this, the Honourable Henry Pclham, Efqt ftood 
«pp and fpoke to the lollowiDg Eifeft, vhc 

* The Ejacouragcmcnt of our Setmcn is fo ncoeflkry for Hcfif? Fd: 

prefcrvinj ^^^\^% 



mm 



( 104 ) 

Anna t;. Geo. prcfcrving the Rights, and vifidicating the Honour of thU 



It ^7}9- Nation y chat I can with the greaidl Smcency {declare, t 
C^nr^Vy no Man has a greater Regard for that ukhl Part of 

Majeily's SubjeSs than 1 have. I ihaJl always be /or givi& 
cheui al! the Encouragement that is in our Power to bellow^ 
and therefore fhall always be ready to agree to any reafon^ 
able Proportion that can be made for that Parpofe. What 
the Ho no arable Gentleman intends by the BiiJ he propoies 
to bring in, I cannot pretend to he thoroughly acquainted 
with ; but if it i^ to be fach a one as was brought in by 
him and fome other Gentlemen about two Yeats ago. I mult 
think his Motion a Httle too precipitate. 

* By otir ConlUtacion the Crown haa the fole and abfobte 
Property in every Ship and Cargoe taken from an Enemy 
by any of his Majelly'a Ships of War ; and therefore, when 
any Share of a Prize is given or promifcd to the Captors, 
it ought to be confidered as a gracious Condefcenfion in thi 
Crown, for their Eticouragement* Thi?^ $irj U the tmi 
State of the Cafe, with regard to ail Prijscs taken.by any 
his Majclly'a Ships of War ; and as all A&.% of Grace 
Favour ought to come originally from the Throne, I thinkj 
jf any Law he ueceffary Jor regulating the DiRributioti 
thofe Prizes that may, in the prefent War, be taken h 
the Enemy, or for giving tlie whole or any Share of the 
to the Captors, we ought to wait till we have a Mc^_ 
from the Crown for that Purpofe. If fuch a Bill be brough: 
into this Houfe, before we have a MeiTage from the Crown, 
it will, in my Opinion, fhewaSort of Diirefpea to his Ma^ 
jcJlyj which, I am convinced, is very far horn being thi 
Intention of the Honourable Gentleman who has made t 
Motion, It will be in fome Mcafurc fore-ftaliing the F. 
vours of the Crown, and transferring from hig J\,Tajefty to 
fome of the Members of this Houfe/ihat Popularity which 
is to be gained by a Meafure that has the Appearance of 
fo much Generofity and Bounty^ 

Jf it be proper to give the whokof every Prize taken by' 
any of his Majelly's Ships of War to the Oificeis and Sea- 
men employed in taking her, his Magefty may do it without 
Ihc Authority of an Aa of Parliament, and if any farther 
Powers are wanted for encouraging our Seamen, I am con-; 
vinced, his Majcfty will apply to us for that Purpofe in 
very ihort Tinfle. If we had fat far any Number of Day»j 
and no fuch Mejfage had been fent to us* any Gentleinaa; 
might have taken the Liberty to propofe what he thought wa# 
neceifary for encouraging our Seamen, or any other Part of 
hisMajelly*s Subjects, to attack and plunder the Enemy « 
we &ouid think the Propofition reafonable, and ncceflkr/ 
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the public Service, it would be incumhent upon us to com- 
ply with 11 ; and the performing of oat Duty, as Members 
of ihis Houfc^ can never be inconfiftent with the Refped 
that n due to our Sovereign ; but, however reafonahle the 
Propofition now made to lis may be, however neceflary foi- 
thc public Service, I am fure, it is neither neceflary, nor in- 
cumbent upon tis^ as Reprefentatives of the People, to enter 
into the Confideration of it the very fecond Day of the 
Seffion ; and as it is a PropofuJon thac^ in ks own Nature, 
ought £rli to be brought before us by means of a MefTage 
from the Crown, I think we ought to wait, at kail for a 
few Days, in order to give his Majefly Time to conJidcr 
znd communicate to us, what he thinks may be neceflary 
for encouraging not only our Seamen, but every individual 
Ferfon in his Majelly's Dominions, to concur and aiM in 
vigoroufly profecucing the War now declared againil Spain* 

* This, I think. Sir, is the leaft we can do upon this 
Occaiion ; and therefore, 1 mud beg Leave to hy^ that £ 
think it would be, in fome meafure^ caking Advantage of 
the Crown, to order fuch a Bill to be brought in, even 
before we have paid our Duty to his Majefty in an AddTc(f, 
by way of Anfwcr to his moll gracious Speech from the 
Throne. Therefore, I hope, the Honourable Gentleman 
will agree to have his Motion poUponed for a few Days ; 
becaule the Confideration of k may in that Time be re- 
commended to us by his Majefly ; or if it fhould not, we 
may refume the Coniideration of it> without any Breach of 
that Duty which we owe to our Sovereign. I know that, 
during the late War againil France, a Bill was brought in 
and paiTed into a Law, for giving all Frizes taken from the 
Enemy to the Captors, As 1 have not lately looked upon 
that Part of our Journals, I cannot politlvely fay, what it 
wai chat gave Rife to that Bill i but I am apt to believe, 
that it proceeded from fome MefTage, or Intimation from 
the Crown ; and as it cannot be more neceflTary in the pre- 
fcnt War, than it was in that, I can fee no Reafon for our 
being in fuch a Hurry, The public Service cannot fuffer 
much by a few Days Delay, and by fuch a Delay, we fhall 
avoid doing that, which may be looked on by many, as an 
evidenc Sign of Dilrefpeft to our Sovereign. 

• At prefent, Sir, I {hall not enter into the Merits of the 
Queftion; hut as I have the Honour to ferve the Crown, 
mud confequcntly mull know feveral Fa£ls, which tome 
GentJcmen in thip Houfe may not be acquainted with, as I 
sm at Liberty » I think myfeif obliged, upon this Occi lion, 
to inform the Houfe, that iv i:h regard to thofe Prizes which 
Providence has already put into our Hand*, different Ap- 
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made to hii Majefty : 



another from the fuficring Mcrcha n ti . 
I hope it will be a! Jawed, that both ought to be regarded* 
The /ormer think they have, from Cuttom, a Ti etc to a 
very large Share of the Prizes^ which have, by thcm^ been 
taken from the Eneoiy : The latter have fuffcred greatly 
by the Enemy J a ad as Reparation is one of the Ends pro- 
pro fed by our going to War, they think they have a Title 
to have feme Part of their LoiTes made goo<j, by appro- 
priating to that Ufe fotne Share of thofe Prkes that fhall be 
taken by his Majelly's Ships of War. Both thefe Petkioni 
are founded on Juilice, and for this Reafon hh Majel^y has 
already anfwered, that when a Value is put upon the Pnze$p 
and the Ships and Cargoes difpofed of to the beil Ad van* 
cage, both (halllw con&dered. With regard therefore to thtf 
Frize^i already t)aken, we neither can, confiflently with his] 
Majcfty^s Promife.nor ought we to give the whole to thsj 
Captors ; and with regard to thofe that may hereafter b^f 
taken, 1 am in great Doubt, whether we ought to do fo ' _ 
an ellablifhed Law : His Majeily will certainly do To, whcii 
he thinks they defcrve it, and as often as the Treaties no« 
fubfiiling between us and our Allies, and the JuElice that Ji 
due to our injured Merchants, will admit of it; thereforeJ 
I believe, the beH; and the wifeil Thing we can do» is to' 
leave the Law as it Hands at prefent* 1 am fure, his Ma- 
jelly will never defire to make an Advantage to himfelf by 
any Prize that iha 1 1 betaken. The Captors will always be 
fu^ciently rewarded, and the Refidue, fo far as is confi0enc 
with the Regard we ought to have for our A Hies, will be 
a p pi red cither to the public Service, or to make good the ^ 
Lofles of our K^erchants. Thus, whjift adifcretionary Power^ 
remains in the Crown, our Seamen will have a proper En- 
couragement^ without doing Injuftice to any other Part i "^ 
his Majefty's Subjects, and without giving a juft Offence i 
any of our Allies. Whereas, if by an cftablifhed and un-^ 
alterable Law we give the whole to the Captors, they may 
often have more than cughc, either in Jufliceor Prudence, 
to be given them : Injufticc will, in my Opinion, be done 
to our fuffering Merchants, and we may give foine of thofe 
who are row our Allies, or at leaft our pretended Friends,^ 
a good Pretence for joining with Spain againfi us* ■ 

* But as thefe Objedions, Sir^ will be belt undcrilood, when ~ 
the Bill comes regularly bcFore us, 1 fhall infift no farther i 
upon them at prefcnt. The Ends propofed by the Motion iM 
highly approve of* aod if the BiU be calculated efEedually to™ 
anfwer thofe Ends, I fhatl be ready to agree, not only to its 
behg broLight in, but to its being paOcd into a Law, as fooa 
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fts J J confiftcat wich the Refp«£l we owe to the Crown, and Anno 1 3 Q^q' 
wiih tW Methods and Forms of Proceeding in thIsHoufej tt> ^719^ 
but, as inch Bills ought to owe their Rife to fome fort f ViX'^N^/ 
Application from the Crown, and ^s it is a Bill of great 
Canfequencej I do not think it would be altogether con- 
lUknt with cither^ to order fuch a Bill in the very fecond 
D^y of the Sefllon* This, Sir, is my Opinion, and 1 am 
GD&vjQced^ there are mmy Gentleman in thi^ Hotife of the 
Jkoie Opinion ; therefore, I hope the Honourable Gentk- 
man will not, by infilling npon the Queflion, lay us under 
a Necefliiy of giving a Negative to a Motion which we 
Hiould otherwife mnll heartily agree to, and which^ if it be 
pofiponed but for a few Days^ wilj^ 1 believe, meet with 
EO univcrral Approbation/ 

To this Samuel Sandys, Er<|; replied as folio wi ; 
Sir, 

• When I heard the Motion made by my Hon. Friend, Mr Sandya. 
I littk expe^ed it would have been oppofcd* To fecare 
and encourage effe^nally the Trade of his Majelty*s Sub- 
lets in America, and to encourage Seamen to enter into 
hh Majcfty's Service, are Points of fych great Confequencc 
10 thi« Nation, and fo necefTary upon the prefent Ot^Ciifion, 
that 1 imagined every Gentleman would have been curious 
to fet what Expedients had been thought of for thefe Fur* 
poles, Surefy, it muH be altowed* that our Tr^dc to Ame- 
rica is of the uimoli Confequence to this Kingdom ; and I 
Em fure, it has neither been lecurc, nor encouraged for al- 
moU thefe 20 Veap pall r It mull certainly be allowed, that 
it Is at all Tiroes, but efpccially in T*me of War, of great 
Coofequence to the Nation to have our Seamen ready and 
wpling to enter into his Majefty*s Service; and I am fure, 
that for fever al Years pa ft, they have been fo far from 
being ready and willing, that m^ny of them have moll 
indullriouily, and often even pcribufly, avoided being forced 
into his Majelljf's Service, Genflemen may make Dc* 
claracioos of the Regard they have for our Seamen, and of 
their Readinefs to concur in any proper Meafures for their 
Encouragement, I am perfuaded the Honourable Gentle- 
man who fpoke laft was fincere in the Declarations he 
made. But it is not from our Declarations, but from our 
Actions, that thofe without Doors judge of our Intentions ; 
Eod uolcfa Ihey feet the good EfFeds of our Declarations, 
ibey will be apt to judge amifs of our Sincerity. I have, 
id this Houfe, heard many fanguine Declarations in favour 
of our Seamen i and y€t^ I do not know by what Milchance, 
that ufeful Body of Men have of late Years been very little 
irrgardel, whiUt ptir mercenary Troops, an ufclefs and dan- 
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Annoi^Geo^gefous Body of Men, have uiet with all poflibkFavoaraBd 
H. i7 5> EncouragemcRi. The foruier have been of late Years fo 

l/"^^^^ often preiTed into his Majeily's Service^ and difmifled again 
without making the Advantages they might expert, ihac I 
do not at all wonder to fee them now abfconding. and even 
venturing their Lives to avoid being forced into the Service. 
As the Pay in his Majcfty*5 Navy is not near equal to that 
given by Merchants, nothing can tempt them to enter on 
board the Navy, but Hopes of extraordinary Advantage by 
the Fri^s they may take : But thcfe Hopes they have been 
of late fo often difappointed of, that they began to defpair 
of ever meeting again with any fuch Opportunity i and the 
Difapp ointment the Bill now propofed met with two Years 
ago added not a little to that Defpair* Even when his 
Majefly 's Orders for Reprifal were ifTued and published, they 
doubted if they ihould be allowed to execute them as they 
oughtf or have any Share of the Prizes they might take, 
It h chieBy owing to thefe Doubts, Sir» that we ilill find 
fuch a Di^culty to man our Fleet ; and therefore, I wifh 
the Bill propofed two Years ago had paffed into a L-aw. It 
could have been attended with no Inconvenience^ and would 
have been of great Advantage at the Commencement of a 
War. We have already feverely felt the Difadvantage of 
not palEng it at the Time it was propofed, and the re fore, 
in Duty to our Country as well as our King, we ought to 
take til c fir ft Opportunity for rectifying that Mi£!ake. The 
t eft Method for fhewing our Refped to his Majcfly, is to do 
every thing we can for his Service^and to do it as foon as we 
find it is become neceffgry , To delay doing what we think 
neceflary for his Majefly's Service, till it be applied for, or 
till he be advifed by his Minifters to apply for it, may be 
a 1 eflimony of our Refped for them^ but it is a Breach of 
that Duty we owe to him* In all Cafes we ought to diliin- 
guilh carefully between the Refpeft due to the Crown, and 
the Regard that may be claimed by the Miniiters of the 
Crown* To the Crown we owe a great and a fincere Rc^ 
gard, but to Miniflers none, but what they juftly accjuire by 
their Condufl. Nay, a Regard for the latter may often be 
inconfiitenE with that Regard which is due to the former. 
Of laie Years Parliaments have fliewn a much greater 
Kefpcd to the Minifcers of the Crown, than was ufual in 
former Ages ; and I am under fomc Apprehcnfions, that by 
continuing to Ihevv the fame Refpedl for a few Years longer, 
we ihiU at bit Jofe all that Rcfpe^ which the People of 
this Kingdom ought to have for their Parliaments , If this 
fliould ever happen to be our Cafe, which God forbid I our 
hiippy Coniiiiucion would be at an End - Our People could 
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not then be govef lied by Parliaments, 6r by any fort of Anno i ;. Geo. 
CiviJ Goveriunnent: They muft be ruled by a Standing- ^^ <7|P- 
Army, and a Military Sort of Government. kp/^^^TN^ _ 

* I admit, Sir, thai fome A£ks of Grace and Favour, fuch 
a$ Indemnities and the like^ are ntually brought into Farlia* 
menc by a MeJ&ge from the Crown ; but that nothing of 
a popukr Nature onght to be brought into Parliament» 
without fuch a Mcflage, is a Dodrine new and furpri^Ing* 
At this Rate no Law for the public Service, or for removing 
a public Grievance, could be propofed in Parliament, with- 
<nit a previous Meflage from the Crown ; for every fuck 
l^aw muHf in its own Nature, be attended with Popu fa riry; 
and to introduce k without fuch a Meilage, might in every 
Cafe be called foreMling the Favours of the Crown, with 
as much Jufiice as In the Cafe now before m. Such a 
Doctrine would indeed make Parliaments very refpeflful 10 
hk Majefly's Minilkri, but it would makechem very ufelefs 
to his Maje%*s Subje^s, and of as little life to his Ma- 
jefty himfelf ; therefore, I hope, it will never gain a Preva- 
Jence in thisHoufe. As foon as we are aiTembled here, we 
are in Duty bound to confider what Laws arc necelTary for 
the public Service; and we are In Duty bound to bring them 
lOf and 10 pafs them as foon as we can. If they are fuch 
as are popular, our Sovereign will always have a great 
Share in that Popularity, by readily giving them the Royal 
AfTent: Even his Miniftcrs may have a Share in the Po- 
pularity, by readily giving their Concurreoce in pafling 
them through the two Houfes of Parliament. But if the 
King fhould, by the Advice of wicked Miniilers, refufe his 
AiTent, or if the,Minifters Should oppofe them in Parlia- 
ment, and thereby expofe themfelvea to the Hatred of the 
People, they meet with nothing but what they deferve, and 
whatever may be the Confequenccs, they have themfelvca 
only to blame. For this Reafon^ Sir, if there is any Popu- 
lariry to be gained by this Bill, I hope thofe in the 
Adminiftration wilt uke Care to have a Share of it, by 
giving us their AiTiUance to get it paJTed into a Low i and 
1 ihiokl have clearly fliewn, we can teftify our Rcfpeft to 
his Majelly no way better, than by bringing it in and pafling 
it with all imaginable Difpatch. 

' I grant, Sir, that his Majcfty may without the Authority 
of an Aa of Parliament give the whole of every Prize to 
the Captors ; and I verily believe his Majeily is of him- 
ftlf extremely willing to dofo. Where then is the Harm, 
or. where is the Dlireipcd, in doing that by a Law, which 
hii Majefty is willing to do of his own accord? It may, 
*|i4 p'ue^ be ptomifed by Proctamation : I think it ought to 

have 
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jtnno 1 5. Geo* faffered, we (hould think of having a Compaifioti for thofe 
ii T7;p. that may fuffer ; for if we do not, our future Sufferings njay 

t/Y^J for exceed ihofe that are pa ft. For this Purpofc, Sir, the 
Bill now propofcd to be brt>ught in h abfolutely neceilary. 
In the pfefent War, if proper Care he not taken, oar 
Merchants may fuffer vaftly more by the Eneray*5 Priva- 
teers, than they have ever done by their Guard a CoAa'i^ 
To prevent this, we ought by all poOible Means to en^ 
courage our Ships of War, both public and private, to attack, 
and tsSte or deftroy thofe of the Enemy. Every one knows, 
that there is very Jittle to be got by caking a Privateer ; 
and therefore we can hardly fuppofe that our Privateers 
will attack, or endeavour to take or deftroy any one of the j 
Enemy's, unlefs we give them a Reward for fo doing. 
know, that hia Majcfty*s Ships of War are obliged to atJ 
tack an Enemy^ when any one of them fall in their Wayn 
tut I am afraid, that even fome of his Majefiy's Ships of^ 
War will not be very diligent in looking out for ibch, ofl 
in cruifing where fuch only can be met with, unlefs we give 
them fome thing more than they can exped by the Capture* 
This we foon became fenfible of in the lace War, and there- 
fore, by the Aft of the 6th of Queen Anne, for the better 
fecuring the Trade of this Kingdom, by Cruifers and 
Convoy ai a Reward of ; /« for every Man on board any 
Ship of War or Privateer of the Enemy's at the Beginning 
of the Engagement, that Jhould be taken by any of our 
Ships of War, public or private, wa* given to the Captors^ 
aver and above what they could make by Ihe Sale of die 
Prkc. This Encouragement, Sir, was found abfolutely ne- 
ccflary in the late War, and by Experience proved to have a 
vtcy good Effed. And as this is one of the Encouragements 
Intended by the Bill now moved for, I am furpHzed to find 
a Delay propofed by a Gentleman, who J am fure has a true 
and fmcere Regard for the Merchants and Trade of this 
Kingdom^ To delay it but for a few Days, upon a pretended 
Fundlilio of Refped to the Crown, tnay occafion the Ruin 
of feveral honeft Merchants, and a Ruin too, which might 
otherwife have been prevented. Sir, it has already been 
delayM fix Months longer than it ought to have been. The 
War was certainly known at leaft by our Minifters, before 
the End of kft Seffion, to be unavoidable ; and therefore I 
muft fay, that if they had done their Duty, they iht^m- 
felres fhould lafl: Seftion have brought in that very Bill 
which they had fo great a Hand in throwing out hut 
ihe preceding Seffion. They had time enough after the 
24th of May 10 have brought it in, and to have had it paflcd 
into a Law before the Conclufion of the SeiHon. J am 

fure^ 



J 



("3) 

turei thofe who brought k m before wotild have be«n fo Aniioij C^o, 
" fer from envying them the Glory or Popularity of brings ^^- *7iP' 
ing »£ in a fecond TimCj ihac thejr woufd have jomeef in V-/^^y"^\^ 
getting it paflfed through both Houfei with the utmolt Dif- 
fiatcK ; and the palTing of fuch a Bill could not have tend. 
^d to alarm Spain fo much, as the Vote of Credit dld» 
which was paflcd towards the latter End of Jaft Scillon, If 
inch, a Bill had paflfcd bft SciEon, I am convinced, our 
Merchants would not have fu0eretl fo much as they have 
already done by the War. I am convinced^ the Euztny'^ 
Privateers would not have traverfed the Seas of Europe 
with fo much Security and Impunity as they have done, 
fincc the Commencement of the War. 

* This Encouragement! Sir, fo neccflary for tempting our 
Ships of Wjir to lookout for and dellroy ihe Enemy's Pri- 
vateers, is what his Majefty cannot give without the Au- 
thority of PaTliament ; at Icaif, he cannot appropriate to 
thai Purpofeany of the Money given for the public 'Service, 
He may, 'tis true, give it out of the Civil Lift Revenue, 
and in that Cafe promtfe it by Proclamation. To have ad- 
vifed him to do fo, wouldj I believe, have been one of the 
beJl and mod faithful Advices that could have been given 
by his Minifkr^ ; and I wonder that thofe^who now feem 
^ jeabus of depriving the Sovereign of that Popularity^ 
that may be acquired by Afls of Grace and Favour, did 
not advife hjm to do fo, e{pecially as they had negledled to 
provide for it, when it ought to have been done out of the 
public Revenue of the Kingdom, It might, by this Time, 
tiave amounted to a large Sum, confidering the Number of 
Privateers the Enemj^ have fitted ouiagainll us, efpecialfy if 
cor Ships of War had been difperfed, and properly Rationed 
for intercepting themi but the more i: had amounted ro, 
the more Eifccm and AfFirdion would have been acquired, 
not only by his Majcfty, but by thofe Counfellors who had 
advifed him to fuch a popular Meafure i and the higheft 
Sum it could have amounted to might, Ibclievei have been 
compenfaied by abolifhing or curtailing lome of thofe ufe- 
lefs reniions and Salaries, which are now paid out of the 
Civil Lift Revenue, and which may add to the Number of 
hh Majelly's Servants and the Minillcr's Flattercn, but 
never can add to the Number of his Majerty's faithful Sub- 
jefts, nor to that of the Miniller's fincere Friends, 

' This, I (ay. Sir, his Majefty might have done without 
the Authority of Parliament ; but as it has not been done, 
J little expe£l it will ; and therefore this Encouragenienc 
ought as loon as pofTible to be giVeoj and provided for out 
of the public Revenue of the Kingdom, which can no way 
\ at. VL Q^ be^ 
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Anno 1 zQeo. be, but by fuch a Bill as is now propofed. Befides tbis, S>r, 
' n. 1 75P- there arc feveral other Things intended by this Bill that can 
V-^''■V'~^^-' be done no way but by Adi of Parliament ; and therefore no 
Delay ought to be made, upon any Pretence whatever, in 
bringing in and pafling it. 1 he very bringing in (uch a Bill 
will give new Spirits to thofe Seamen that have entered, or 
have been preffcd into his Ma jcfty's Service, and will prevail 
with many, who are now abiconding, to appear and enter 
ihcmfclves on board fome of our Ships of War. Wc hear 
daily Complaints of the.DifEculties of manning our Fleet; 
and (liall tho(e very Gentlemen who make them, out of a 
pretended Punftilio of Refpedl to the Crown, put off, but for 
a few Days, the mod proper Thing we can do for removing 
thofe Complaints ? But fuppofe we ihould humour thoie 
Gentlemen, in their imaginary Refped for the Crown, hy 
polVpcning this Motion for a few Days, how are we fare 
, , that any Mtflage will come from the Crown in that Time ? 

And will not the Argument for putting off the Motion be 
much flronger then, than it is now ; for if we fhould now 
poflpone the Motion, upon the Pretence that it would be 
difrefpedful, I think it would (hew not only a Difrefpedt, 
but a Contempt, if we (houU at any time hereafter order 
a Bill in for thefe Purpofes without fuch a Meffage ; there- 
fore, i hope, my Honourable Friend will infiit upon his 
Motion ; 1 am fure, he (hall have my hearty Concurrence.' 
Sir Charles Wager (poke next to this Purpofc : 
Sir, 
$)r Charles • When any prefent Grievance is felt, or any future 

Wager, Grievance apprehended, and when the one cannot be re- 

moved, nor the other prevented, without a new Law for 
that Purpose, it is our Duty to think of, and pafs fuch a 
Law ; but as a Multitude of unnecefTary I^aws is as great a 
Grievance to Society as any it can labour under, we ought 
to be extremely cautious of introducing any new Law ; for 
if the Evil can be remedied by the Laws in being, this 
may, perhaps, be our Cafe at prefent : Our Seamen ought 
to be encouraged : Our Ships of War ought to be encouraged 
to do their Duty : But I ihall be againit bringing in a Bill, 
till 1 am well convinced, that the Laws now in being are in 
this Refped deficient ; for the Evils propofed by this Bill 
to be remedied, cannot be faid to be prefent Evils ; none 
of them have yet been felt ; and whether they may not be 
prevented by a due Exercifc of that Power, with which the 
Crown is now inverted, is a Queftion that, in my Opinion, 
admits of fome Difficulty. In the late Queen's lime, it 
was not fo. The War we were then engaged in had bicea 
•ariied t n for feveral Years, and the Prize-Office had been 
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foun(3 by Experience to be an intolerable Grrevatice upon Annoi ^.Gfo* 
the Officers and Seamen of her Majefty's Navy. J had, at 
that dme, the Honour of being Commander of one of her 
Majetly'a Ships of War; and with regard to one of the 
Prizes 1 had the good Fortune to take^ 1 rememberj I wai 
lb iar from getting any thing by it, that I was brought in 
Debt to the Pri^ae Office, Thia was a convincing Proof 
thac fome new Rcgutation was neceflary, with regard to the 
Priics taken by her Majeily'i Ships ot War ; and it had 
like wife been found by E?tperietice, that our Ships of War 
bad been a little negligent of their Duty in looking out 
for» and attacking thofe of the Enemy ; which at that time 
made the Parliament, as well as the Government^ think it 
fiecelTary to give the Reward of 5 /* a Man, mentioned by 
the Honourable Gentleman that fpoke laft, I'hefe wtre 
Evils that were then prefencand feverely felt, and therefore 
it became neceffary to make the new Regulations which arc 
now profKjfed to be revived ; but the ParliameDt did not 
then thinkj that thofe Evils would recur, or that thofe Re* 
gulations would he necelTiry in every future War ; if they 
had, they would have made thofe L^iws perpetual ; Where- 
as they were made temporary » and to continue no longer 
than during the War we were then engnged in* Nay, I 
believe, if they had then but thought it probible, thiit thofe 
Evils would alwaya re:ur, they would have made thoie 
Regjiations perpetoaL Thcfcfore, if we now form our 
Judgment upon the Opinion that then prevailed, we maSi 
fuppoie, that neither of tbefe EviU will probably be h\i in 
the prefcnt War; and furely, we are not to increafe the 
Number of our Laws, which is already almoll intolerable, 
by making new Laws for preventing Evils, that will pro- 
bably never happen. For my Part, Sir, I be fie ve the Evils 
cannot happen during the prefent ; bccaufe, i think, hts 
Majelly has it very much in his Power, by the Laws now 
in being, to prevent them. He has ;\Iready refolved, thai 
after refcrving fome Share for our fuifering Merchants, he 
will give the whole Refiiue of the PriztJi to the Captors, 
This, I hope, will be a fufficient Encouragement for our 
Seamen to enter into his Majefty's Service; confidcring the 
rich Prize* that may ftll into our Hands, it ^vill encourage 
the Ofiker^ of hh Majelly's Ships of War to be vigil ant in 
looking out for the Enemy's Merchantile Shipi ; and a» 
the Preferments in the Navy are all at his Ma jelly's Dif- 
pofal, I hope they will be beRowed in fuch a Manner, a» 
mui make it necefiary for every Officer in our Navy to bo 
diligent in their feveral Stations, in iooking out for, and 
taking or deilroying every Ship of War bcfgnging to iha 
Q^ 2 Enemy, 
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AonoivGeo, Enemy, that they can meet with and overcome. Thus, I 
II' '7iP' . hope; Sir, all the Ends ch.it can be anfv^'ered by the Bill 

Krt/'^VNfc^, now propofed, may be attained by ibofe Powers, with 
which his Ma]efty is invefted by the Laws now in being; 
and if thi& can be done, 1 am fare it is onTjeccfTary, and 
confequently would be wrong p to make any new liiw hr 
that PuTpcfe. 

' If there are, his MajeAy mufi be allowed to be the beft 
Judge, whether any new Powers be wanted, either for pro- 
venting the Evils apprehended, or for contributing any Way 
to the vigorous Profecuiion, and happy Succefs of the War* 
I am fare, they will be applied for by hisMajeily^ as fooii 
as he thinks It proper arid neccffary to do fo; and till theit^ 
we ougbi to foppofe, either that none fuch are wanted, or 
that it is not yet proper to think of ihem i fo that even 
from the very Nature of the Cafe, we ought to wait for a 
Meilage, or feme other fort of Intimation from the Crown, 
before we begin to think of Methods for encouraging ovr 
Seamen, or any other Part of his Maje%'s Subjeds, to dti 
their Buty, in the Profecation of the prcfent War* If we 
bring in a Bill for this Purpofe, before we have any fuch 
MelTage, or any Information, it may happen to be very 
imperfeft and deftr£live; and thus we may be obliged to 
bring in two Bills, for what might have been eafily done by 
one, which is a ConreqiieGce we ooght as much as poflible 
Id avoid,. 

' Whatever other Gentlemen mny think. Sir, of th^ 
Refpcd that is due to the Crown, I ihall always be againd 
our doing what may in the leail look like a Difrefpedl, 
when It is any wiy pofllbfe to avoid it; and as his Mft- 
jelly has, by the Laws now in being, a fort of Property 
in every Prize taken by his Ships of War, I cannot but 
think, that it will look very much like a Piece of Dii- 
refped in us, to order in a Bill for difpoiing of that Pro* 
peity, without having his previous Confent %nify*d to us- 
This, I think, may be avoided, by poflponing the Motion 
but for a Ycry few Bays, which I ihalJ grant will he a 
Belay with rcfpeft to the bringing in of the Bill, but I do 
not think it will be any Delay with refpe£t to its being 
paflfldintoa Lawi becaufe, when a Bill is haftily brought 
in, it generally requires mature Delibcrarlon, and many 
Amendments in its Progrefs through the two Houfes, which 
always takes up a great deal of Time : Whereas^ when i^ 
is maturely confidered, and fully concerted, before bdCkg 
brought in, the firi! Draught of the Bill h generally fopcr- 
fe€lt that it requires but few j^ me ndments ; and the Rapidi- 
ty of its Progrefs always bears a Proptittion to the Maturity 
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of Hi ftHt Concoaiott. For this Reafort, as the faffing of ArtrnitiGw^, 
any L^w^ neetflT^ry f&c the Puf^ofes intentlfti by this Sill, '^ ^7?^ 
will not be retarded by pollpotiing the Motion, I hope tb£ L/^V^vJ 
Hoisourabre Gemlcman wifl agree to h* 
The Right Honourable the Lord Baldm6t-e* 

S I ftp 
• Since thofe Gcntlcincn, wio lAve Ijpdk^ a^fnH ihe Lord Bald- 
Motion, feem fo vtry foTid of having a MeiEge from the ^lorc^ 
Crowit, I mtril obfervie. iMt his Maje/ly'5 Speccli is, in my 
Opibion, ^ Meflage fufficletit for warrtuxting ouj' agreeing to 
tliii Moiiotij or to any othet Measure, we tTiink may con- 
tfibtitc lowards a vigoi'Ous Profecucion of the prefent War. 
His Majefty, in the very Begirtnlng of his Speech, has 
Md uj, that he called us together, ^t this Time, fooner 
thaA h&s hitn tjfoal of late Yean, th^t he might have ^he 
ilhi^edtiTe Advite aiid AlTiiJance of hh Parliameoc, at this 
critical and important Conjun^ure; and that he nidiei do 
Houbi, but he ihould meet ^uh a ready and vigorous Sup- 
port in this jail and neceflary Wan Does oot his Afa* 
jefty, by thcfe Wordg, cxptefly fignify bis Plea fu re, that 
we fh6uld immediately eftter upon the Conlideration of 
what rfiay be necrilary foj- his Support ifi the prefent War, 
In order to give him our Advice thereupon? And does not 
be (hew, tha.t he expeds. We {hould readily agree to what- 
evCTWc think ncceffary for that Support? The prefent 
(JoeftitM therefore is not. Whether we fhall watt for a 
Meflkgje relating to the Bill novV propofed ; f^jr if it be ne- 
ceflary, or may contribute to a vigorous and fuccefifjl Pro* 
fecotion of the War, we have already, in his M'^j^^y^s 
Spctch, receiv^etJ a MeJTage ; fo that the only QiJertion now 
before us 15, Whether the RegulaiiaTis intendLd are ne- 
cdTary, or may contribute to encourage our Seamen to do 
their Duty th annoying the Enemy, and proteding the 
Trtdc of our Fellow-Subjcd^ in Europe and America, a« 
mochas ihall lie in their Power; and this» furely, n© 
Gentleman cao pretend to be a Ji^dge of, till he kcB the 
Bill w^htch the Honourable Gcntle.uan propofes to bring 
in. I think therefore, that whoever oppofes this iVIotion 
moft be of Opinion, that we have no Occafion for giving 
my new Encouragement to our Seamen to enter themfelvea 
#0}umari1y on board our Shrps of War^ or to do ihmt 
Duty when inty are eotertdj and thk k tn Opinion^ 
which no Gentleman Can be of, that coniiders the extreme 
Br r Seamen Ihcw, in entering ihemielves oa 

bo. /s Navy ; or that confiders the Inconvenir 

ende^ wt: jljjuiJ otlrfeWes expo fed to, in the Beginning of 
Quceii Aftae'i Wan The former of thcfe EviU is \Vhat %ve 

now 



^^ 



Anno I J -Geo, 



J 



f ti8 ) 
now ftt\ i«<i the latter wc muft certainly fcel, from the ^trf 
Nature of Tiimgii unkfi we make tiic fame ProviJion agatoA 
itj that was made in tbc la ft War* If no fuch Provt^on be 
made, a Prize OfBce muH be fet up; for tho* his Majcfty fhould 
give the whole to the Captorsj he cannot impower them to 
appoint their own Agents for the Sate and Piltribution ol 
the Prize, without an A£l of Parliament ; and if ft Prize* 
Ofiice be fet up, can any one expefl that the Officeri and 
Clerks of that OfHce will be more honeil, or lefs rapadoui 
in this Age, than they were in the Jalt \ I am far from 
tkinking we have improved in public Virtue fincc that 
lime : On the conErary^ I believe, that a U\B^ and rapa* 
cious Spirit is now more general than it was in thofe Days i 
therefore, 1 am convinced, that a Prizc-OfBce will be a 
greater OpprefHon upon our Seamen in this War, than it 
wai found to be in that; and for this Rcafout I tbink^ we 
caniftot provide too foon againft it. 

* Then, with regard to the Encouragement to be given 
to our Ships of War, to attack thofe of the Enemy, 1 IhaH 
grant. Sir, that if all she Commanderi of oar Navy were 
endued with a true heroic Spirit, they wguld be as ready 
to attack the Enemy where little elfe but hard Blows is vn 
be got, as where the tlcheft and mo ft defencclefa Prize may 
be acquired i but this Spirit of Herolfm is now, 1 believe; 
no more preyaknt than it wa$ !n the laft Age \ and will, 
J am convinced, be found equally incfiedluai for the End 
propofed. ff Rewards and Puni^ments were duly and 
julliy diftributed ; if Merit only were preferred, and 
Cowardice or Negligence fcverely puniflied ; I muil confrii 
it would, in this refpcd, have a very good Efi*e£t upon the 
Officers of his Majelly's Navy ; but without derogating 
from OUT prefent exceHenC MiniHers, I believe, I may fay, 
that no greater Miracles can be expeded ffom them, than 
were pretended to by thofe great Men ihat were our Mi- 
ni[lers in the Beginning of the late Queen^s Reign ; and 
they, we find, were willing to take the Aid of an Aft of 
Parliament, and a pecuniary Recom pence, for encouraging 
the Officers even of his Majefty's Navy to do their Duty. 
J hope our prefent Miniftera will follow their Example i 
for whatever Effed a juft Diftributioo of Preferments may 
have upon the Officers of our public Ships of War, it can 
have but very little EiTcd opon thefe Ships of War that may 
be fitted out by private Men ; and in order to deftroy that 
Swarm of Privateers, that have been, and may be fitted out 
by the Enemy, 1 think it is worth cur while to purchdi 
the Afiifiance even of our private Ship* of War. 

I Sir, Tiie Laws, now propofed to be levivcd, were net 
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made temporary, becaufc ihi* Parliament then thought there Anno 1 3, Geo. 
would be no Occaiion for them in any future War, but be- ■''' *>3^' 
catifc ihey could be of no Ufe but in time of War i and 
that Parliament certainly imagined » that after they had in- 
troduced the Precede ntt the Parliament would nevr r fail m 
rev^ivc theirif as foon as any new War {hould break out. 
Bat I mtiH obferve, that a l^w^i being at ^rH made tem- 
porary, i$ no Argument agatnil m being of perpetual Ufi^ 
It ht I think, a very prudcntiaJ Caution in a free Country^ 
never to make any Law perpetual ^ ^till it is found by Ex- 
perience to be a good Law, and no Via/ hurtful to our 
ConHituiion. If this Caution had always been obferved* 
fcveral perpetual Laws now in being, I befieve, would ne- 
ver have met with the Honour of being revived^ f^ lef» 
^ being made perpetual. 

* The Honourable Gentlemen who oppofe this Motioii 
ITC pleaf«d to tell us, Sir, that hh Majeity is the beft Judge 
of the QueUion, Whether the Evlls^ now apprehended^ may 
be prevented by the Powers, with which the Crown is al* 
fcady, by Law, invented, I wifh thefe Gentlemen would 
leave bii Ma jelly's Name out ot thb Queilion, aj well at 
every other. It is not his Majefly^ but his Miniflers, that 
we are to fuppofe Judges; and, I hope, hii Minillcrs will 
noi take it amifi, if J lay, that I think thiii Houfe a^ good 
a Judge of thi^ or any other Que ft ion as they are. There 
mrt JcveraL Gentlemen in tliis Honfe, that know the Powers, 
with which the Crown Hands by Law inverted, as well a> 
Minillers can do, and, 1 believe, they are more impartial 
Judges I for Miniflers are apt to be partial in Favour of 
the Powers and Prerogatives of the Crown, and to fuppofe 
ihem much more extenfive than they really are. One may 
caiity gucis from the expired Laws that have been read to 
its, that fevcral Things are intended to be done by this 
BtlJ, which cannot be dpne by any of the Powers witb 
which the Crown now Hands invelled 5 and yet they arc 
fuch Things as every Man mufl allow to be neceHary for 
encouraging hl^ Majeily V Subjefts^ of all Ranks and De- 
grees, to aSft aod to do their Duty in the Profecution of 
the prefeat War. For this Reafon, Sir, fuppofe our Mi- 
tiifters had done all that was in the Power ol the Crown to 
do, for the Encouragement of our Seamen in the prefent 
War, yet it could be no Argument a gain 11 the Utility of 
the BUI now propofed. But when we con fide r, that all 
Mas not been done that was in the Fnwtr of the Crown to 
do, it renders it not only necedry to bring in thin Bill, buc 
to bring it in as foon as poifibte. Ic was in the Power oi 
^ Crown to have promised to give the whole Value of 

ever/ 
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iit.(?to tvtry Frisfie to the Captors. This is fo far fr^ Kimgl 
XL 17 15^. been donej that we a.re told, h 15 iioc to be done. I i^elaff 
^y'^Y'^^ fenfibly as anj? Mam the SufTcrmgs of oar Merchantfi but! 
I am not for putting tHe Encourageinenc of our Seamen J 
and cctnfequemly £b« Succefe of the War, on a Bdancel 
witb giving them a little immediate Reparation i and there- 1 
fore, what tke Honourable Gentleman ^ who fpokc agiiTtllJ 
this Motion, ha$ iQld us concerning the protnifeci DifirHM^tibaj 
of the Prists alreatJy taken, is, in my Opinion^ a ftrong At- 
gynjem for our bringing in and pffing this Bill* His Ma- 
jelty h2.s cmlled us together fooner thun ufual, m order iq] 
have our Advice ; li then, his Minifters have commhicd [ 
a Millake, ought not we, in Duty to 011 r Soverecgn* col 
reftily that ^i iftakc as foon as poiaibic f With regard to 
the Prizes already taken, no Gentlemiin, I believe, wHl 
be for alta/ing any thing hh Majc(ty h^e done; bat witli 
rc^rd to all luture Prizes, I hope we (hall give the S«* 
men the whole, in order to encourage them to be vtgiUot^ 
and adive in doing their Diuy. No fuffering Merchaiti J 
that has Prudence and a Regard for his Country, wiH [^« 
pine at this ; bccaufe if we pufli the War with Vigour,] 
and Providence does not decbre againll m^ we fhall ot>. I 
xiiin fjll Reparation for them by an honourable Peaces 
before, perhaps, cvctt the Pm/ts aiready taken fhall be dif* 
pofed ot and divided amongfl them. But fuppofe. Sir, it 
were right to give the fuffering Mei^hants a Share of every 
Prize, ought not this Share to have been afcertaincd and 
publiciy declared before now^ that our Seamen might have 
known what to cxpe€t from the Prizes that were to be ta- 
ken by their Condud and Courage ? Difcretionary Powers 
are^ 1 know, of aJl Powers, the greatefl FavoiJ rites with 
Miniilera; but thofc Minilrers rauit have a moft exnravi* 
gant l^ve for difcretionary Powers, who will not depart 
*rom them or Umitthem, even by their own A8. and Deed, 
in a Caie where the Succefs of their Country depends npon 
a Limitation of fome kind or other. At prelent our Sea- 
men do not know, that they are to have any Share ol the 
Frizes they take; and this may probably be one of the 
Reafons that has made them appear fo much averfe to his 
Majeliy^s Service, If our MtnilUrs have refolvcd, after 
rcferving a fmall Share for our foffering Merchants, to gwe 
the who c Refidue to the Captors, why referve this Re- 
fnlution in Petto ? Why not publiih it by Proclamation ! 
This is what ihcy might have done by Virtue of iht 
Powers now lodged tn the Crown : This would certainly 
llflve been been more agieeable to our Seamen, than to re* 
mxiu in th^t Uncertainty, under which they labour at pi%* 
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fent; and €nce it Las not bc^n done by Proclamation, I Annoig.Geo; 
think we ought as foon as poflible to endeavour to do it by U* Z73P- 
Afii of Parliament. In fuch a Cafe, fhall we wait till the ^^^^"Y^^^J 
Alinifiers come and deiire us to redify their Millakes } 
Sorely no Member of this Houfe will fay, that fuch a De- 
by would be confident wiih the Duty, or the Dignity of 
Parliament. 

< If the £111 now propofed were a Bill that had never 
been thought of before, there might be feme Occafion for 
Biatore Deliberation. But this is not the Cafe : The Bill 
moved for is no new Bill. It is a Bill only for reviving ^ 
Law that was found necefTary in the lail War, and which 
from, the Nature of Things mufl appear to be neceilary in 
this. Beiides, the very Bill now propofed was fully conii- 
dered, and a&ually brought in two Years ago : I believe 
there will be Occafion for very little Alteration, unlefs it be 
in the Preamble; and if any in the Adminiftration think, 
that there were Faults or Deficiencies in the former Bill, it 
is to be hoped they will afiid in drawing up this in order 
tb Lave thofe Faults or Deficiencies redified ; therefore I 
can fee no Reafon for pofiponing the Motion, nor do I 
think, that the Delay thereby occafioned can be made good 
by any Difpatch that can afterwards be given in pafilng it 
through the feveral Branches of our Lcgiflature; for 
which Reafon, if the Queftion be put upon my Honourable 
friend's Motion, and I hope he will not part with it, I 
ihaU certainly give my Affirmative to the Queilion.' 

John Howe, £fq; J 

Sir, 

« I have read over and confidered his Majefiy's Speech John Howe> 
with as much Care as I ever did any thing, and if 1 may E% 
be allowed to underfiand the Englifii Language, I am fure, 
there is not a Word in the whole Speech that can be fup- 
pofed to relate to the Bill now moved for. With regard 
to the Supplies necefilary for the Service of the enfuing 
Year, the Speech may, indeed, be allowed to be feme Sore 
of Mefiage, and I hope we (hall comply with ic both readily 
and unanimoufly 3 but with regard to any thing elfe, we 
may, I think, as well call it a Prayer, or. a Command, as 
a Meflage. His Majeily has told us, *cis true, that he 
has called us together iboner than ufual, in orc^^cr to have 
our Advice at this important Juncture ; but if we have any 
Advice to offer, we ought to do it by an Addreis, which is 
the ufual Way of communicating our Thoughts to the 
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Anrro i|. Geo. Crown, with regard to any thfng we think ought to bt 
^' ^719^ done. I mutt thinks that it is a pretty odd, and a new 

K^''Y'\mJ Way of offerifig Advice to the Crown » to do it by Way of 
Bilff and by a Sort of Bill too^ that makes a dired Incroach« 
jnent upon the Prerogative Royal i for if ii be irMended by 
the Bill now propofed to give the whole of every Prize to 
the Captors, I muft fay, the Bill will be a dircdl Incroach- 
mcnt upon the Prerogauves of the Crown, among which, 
that of having the Difpofidon and DiHribution of tvery 
thmg taken from the Enemy is certainly one. 

* By our prcfent Conftitution, Sir, the Crown may dif- 
pofe of what is taken from the Enemy, a$ a Reward to the 
CaptorE, and to encourage others to take ss much as they 
tin from the Enemy ; in which Cafe, the Crown hag tbe 
Power of proportioning that Reward to the Behaviour of 
each Man concerned in the Capture^ which will alwayi 
have a great Effed opon the Behaviour of private Men ; 
whereas, if you give the whole thus by the Lump to the 
Captors, you put it out of the Power of the Public to re- 
ward the Bravery, or puniQi the Indolence of any OfHcer 
or Seaman concerned in hi$ Majefly's Navy. The whole 
will depend upon the Chance of War, which, in every 
Ibrt of War, mull be allowed to be very whimfical, 
but in a Naval War it is more whimfical than in any 
other. A rich Galleon^ or Spanifh RegiRcr Ship, maf 
efcape a moli diligent Admiral or Captain in the WeJl- 
Jndies, or about the Canaries ; and by mere Accident may 
fall into the Hands of a moll ilothful and neglfgent Com* 
mander upon the Coafts of Spain, In this Cafe, furely, it 
would be Juttice to give fornc Part of the Prize to thofe who 
had been diligent in looking out for her, and but a very 
fmall Part to thofe who, perhaps by their Sloth, and not 
by their Diligence, had met with her; but if the Bill now 
propofed fhould pafs into a Law, the llothful may have the 
whole, and thofe who were diligent, and perhaps by that 
Diligence threw the Prize in the other's Way, may have 
jioching. What an Effect thii mult have upon the Beha- 
viour both of our Officers and Seamen, I fhall leave to thofe 
that hear me [o confiden 

' In all other limited Governments, Sir, the Power of 
the Supreme Magi Urate u always made more extenfive ia 
time of War, in proportion a a the War is more dangerous* 
Amongrt the Romans, who were as jealous of their Li- 
beities as any People ought in Reafon to be, a mdft abfolute 
and arbitrary Government always took Place, when they 
found them lelves engaged in a dangerous War. What the 
preknt War may be to this Nation, no one can tell : I 
* grants 
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granif we hire yet &o great Remfon to be much afraid ofju Annof ^.G^o 
Confeqaences : As long ai Spain fUnds fingle and alone ^^* >75P' 
againit us, 1 believe we never fhaH : But who knows what ^-Z^^^TN*./ 
other Poivers may engage ? And if fome of the other 
Powers of Europe ihould engage againft U3, tJiey may 
render the War not only burthen fome^ but dangerous to 
this Nation ; in which Cafe, I ihodd not think it very 
prudent to put Reft rain ts upon the Power of our SovcreigRp 
which our Conititution h very little acquainted with, and 
who^c CoDftquenccs we had no Opportunity of knowing 
in the Jate War, both hccaufc it laded but for a lew Year a 
after the Regulations, now pro po fed to be revived, were 
madej and becaufe, from the Time they were made, it was 
rather a Land than a Naval War, the Enemy having been 
in fome Meafure drove quite out of the Seas fome time be- 
fore the 6th of Queen Anne. 

* But, Sir, fyppofe there were no Objeftlon to be made 
sgainit any of the Regulations intende<l by the Bill now 
moved for, what Occafion have we to be in fuch a Hurry, 
as to order the Bill in the very zd Bay of the SeiHon i 
Let the BiiJ be brought in, and pa^iTcd when we will, we 
cannot make it commence till after Chrijimaji becaufe by 
Treaties Jong fincc entered into, we are engaged to reftore 
all Goods and £fFe£ls found on board the Ships of any 
Nation we are pt War wlth,*jf upon Examination it 
(hall appear, that they belonged to any of our Allies, and 
that the Ship was taken within fo many Weeks in the Seaa 
of Europe, or fo many Months in the Seisof Africa or tive 
Indies, after the Declaration of War. Now^ as the War 
againil Spain was declared but the 23d of Goober laH, we 
cannot pretend to give to the Captors che Goods or Efieib 
0f our Allies, which may be taken even in the Seas of 
Europe before Chriftmas next ; therefore, if we were now to 
pais che Bill, as well as order It tube brought in, we cou'd 
not make ii begin to take Eifcd before fome Day in January 
neit i and before that time, it may be paffed into a Law, 
even though k {houtd not be brought in, or ordered to be 
brought in, for this Week or ten Days to come. For this 
Keafon^ Sir, I can fee no Occafion for being in a Hurry 
about ordering thi» Bill to be brought in, efpecially as fome 
Ge^^ilemen feem to think it tnconhltent with that Refpe^l 
which is due to Crown i for lince pafllng the Bill can hav9 
mo Effe£t till the Day of its Commencement, and fmce poft- 
poning of the Motion will not poltpone the Day of its 
Comiaencement, J think we ought to have fo much Com* 
plailance for one another, as to poll pone a Motion which 
xoay, in a few Days hence, be un^nimouAy agreed 10, even 
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Annoij.Geo.by tliofe who this Day £nd fault with its having be« 
iL »7JP- made. 

^^■VXJ « Sir, I (hall always be againft our fhewing a Refped» 

either to the Crown or to Minifters, that is inconfiftent with 

the Dignity of this Houfe ; but in the prefent Cafe, I mnft 

think the Delay defired fo far from being inconfifteni with 

our Dignity, that I think it would be inconfiftent with Che 

RefpeA we owe to the Crown, not to comply with it. I 

even wi(h the Motion had not been made, till fome Mei^ 

iage for that Purpofe had been fent to us from the Crown. 

The Bill is certainly in its own Nature a Bill of Graca 

and Favour : Oar Seamen will look upon it as fuch, and 

will think themfelves highly obliged to thofe who wcrt 

the Authors of it. For this Reafon I wifh, the firft Ste^ 

towards its Introdufiion had been made by the Crown : I 

think we are in Duty, as well as out of Refpoft to his Ma- 

jeily, bound to allow fuch a Bill to owe its Birth to him. 

If the Motion be pollponed but for a few Days, we may 

probably have a MefFage from his Majefly for that Purpofe i 

and furely thofe who think it a right Thing, will be willing 

his Majelty fhould have the Merit of propofing it. Thi 

Motion that has been made will derogate a little from that 

Merit ; but as I am convinced, that no Gentleman has a 

greater Regard for his Majefty than the Honourable Gentle* 

man who made the Motion, I hope that now, after he has 

confidered it, he will endeavour .to lefTen the bad Effedls it 

may have, by preventing its appearing in our Votes, whicfa 

he may prevent, by not infilling upon the Queftion.* 

Mr. Howe was anfwer'd by Edward Hooper, Efq; 

Sir, 

Edward « As I was one of thofe that were fanguine for having 

Hooper, Efqj ^ gju ^£ ^.j^jg |. -^j ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^^ Y^^^.^ ^g^^ ^^^^ 

it was aftually brought in, it cannot be expeded that I 
ihould be againft it now, when fuch a Law feems to be more 
ntccffary than it was at that Time. Yet, I own, if the 
Motion had not been made, I fhould have been againft 
making it fo very larly in ,the Seffion. But now, that the 
Motion is made, I (hall be againft its being poftponed ; 
and 1 hope no Gentleman will think of having a Nega- 
tive put upon it. Whether it appears in our printed Votes 
or no, it will be heard of without Doors. Even the Po*- 
pulace, and particularly our Seamen, will hear, that fuch a 
Motion has been made in Parliament, and that it was made 
without iiffeft, which will be attended with very unlucky 
Confcquences. We are engaged in a War with an Enemy 
that cannot be attacked by us, nor can they attack us, but by 
bes^. For this Reafon^^ we have Occafion for a great Num« 
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bcr of Scamco ; for without them, we can neither attack Anno t j.Geo* 
the Enemy, iJQr defend onrfeives. From whatever Caufeg ^^- *7iP' 
it roay proceed, we find by Experience, that our Seamen ^^/^^f^*^ 
are unwilling to enter into hii Majeity's Service. In thefe 
CireumftanceSj will not our putting a Negative upon this 
Motion^ or rven otir poftponing it, render our Senmen 
more backward than ever, to enter into his Mr^jcliy's 
Service? It wijl be impofiible to make them nndedland the 
Keafons aJlsgticd for poUponing it^ or to make them believe 
that k mil be Shortly reftimed ; They will look upon the 
Delay as an abfolure RefuJal to bring in or pafs fucha Bll^ 
and thereupon they will naturally reafon thus with them- 
fdves: Whi^t fhould we enter into the Kings's Service for? 
We can have higher Wages of the Merchants ; and by what 
ba$ happened in Parliament we may fee, that we are to 
have no Share, or but a fmall Share^ of any Prizes we take- 
Will not this make them avotd entering into his Adajefty^s 
Service as much as they caii ? And this muft of courfe re- 
tard, if not disappoint fome of our Dcfigns agrimll the 
Eisemy. As I am convinced the Law now propofed will 
«oc only increale the Alacrity of our People, but intimi- 
date our Enemies, 1 am forry to find no intimation in his 
Majefty's Speech relating to its b^ing revived. Had fuch a 
Law been recommended to our Confideratlon from the 
Thioue, it would have convinced the World of, what I do 
not doubt, his Majefiy*s Intentions to carry on the Wiar 
with the utmoll Vigour, 

* The Honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft has told us, 
that the bringing in of fuch a Bill can have no EfFjfft oil 
it be paifcd into a Lr^w Sir, I mull beg Leave to differ 
from him. The very Motion for bringing it in* the Motion 
{ii:tt is now btloie U5, if it be ?i greed to, will have a very 
great aiui gootl RiFeft. It will (hew our Seamen, that they 
ifC to have ihe whole of every Prize they tnke divided 
atnung fhem, and managpd» difpofed of, and d'itrjbatcd by 
Agemichisrcn by thcmjelves. This will make them con- 
fidcr, that befi^cs their Wsges thty have a goi*>d Chance of 
enriching themfclves an<i their Families by being in the 
King*% iiervke j and thii Will of courfe make them fond 
of btifig in the Service^ 1 believe there will l\iU be a 
Want of Seamen, as thore always muft be at the Begin* 
ntog«f a War, unleft wc keep in continual Pay a large 
Body o# Seamen, even in tnne of Peace ; but it will pro- 
bably rtmovc that Want of Sc:imen In his Maj ell y's Service, 
iiwhich it now lo fenfibly felt, and fo much complained of, 
tvcn by thale who atc for poi^poning this Motion. There- 
fore, 4o HQi let m do ft real injtiry to his &iT!JellyV Service* 

by 
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Afijioti^Gto, by fhewmg an mifeafo-nable, and perh&pi I m^y hf an imt' 
II. i7jp. ginary Refpcft to the Crow a. 

\,yy^^\J * I was indeed furprized. Sir, to hear it pretendedt or 
inJiiiuated, that we could not make thiB Bill commence till 
the Month of January next, becaufe of the Treaties between 
ut, and fome of ihe Powers of Europe, who are now oar 
Allies and good Friends. I know^ Sir, that by fome of 
thofe Treaties, the Goods of our Friends or Allies arc noc 
to be confifcated, tho* found on board an Enemy'« Ship, if 
it fliall appear that thofe Good^ were Airpped on board thil 
Ye^el l^fore the Declaration of War, or within fo many 
Weeks or Months after the Declaration of War as aie 
mentioned in the refpedive Treatiet. But what has this I0 
do with the Bill now propofed to be brought in ? Our Sea- 
men are not by this Bill to get any Title to a Ship or Cargo 
taken from the Enemy, till both be condemned by our 
Courts of Admiralty, as lawful ?nwe. Can the Goods of 
Friends, tho* found on board an Enemy's Ship, be con* 
demned as lawful Prize, when it appears that thofe Goods 
ought by Treaty J or by the Law of Nations^ to be reftored 
to the proper Owners fin thi^ Cafe the Law is e^ftremdy 
plain t and Care will certainly be taken in the drawing up 
of the £ill not to alter it^ or render it doubtful by any 
Ctaufe, or any Expreflions in the BilL The Bill is to te 
drawn up upon the Plan of thofe expired Laws, that hare 
been read to you ; and can it be faid that there ii any thing 
in either of them, that could authorize a Judge- Admiral 
to condemn as lawful Prize all Goods found on board aa 
Enemy's Ship, even tho' it fliould be made appear, that 
fome of them belonged to the Subjects of a Nation in 
Friendihip with us i and that they were fhipped on board 
that V eAbl before our Declaration of War againft Spain , 
or even after that Declaration, but within the Times re* 
fpedively limited by Treaty f What then ihould hinder us 
from making the Bill begin to have Effed, as foon as it 
Jhall receive the Royal Affent f Therefore, wc ought to 
pafs the BiU as foon as poUible^ becaufe it will encourage 
the OiEctrs and Seamen ot his Ma jelly's Navy to be 
watchful and diligent in looking out for j and taking all 
Ships belonging to the Enemy i and we fhould, as foon as 
pofiible, order the BiU to be brought in, becaufe that very 
Qider will induce our Seamen to enter themfelves voluu- 
tarily on board his Majelly^s Navy. And as our pod- 
poniiig or disagreeing to the Motion, now it is made^ wiU 
iave a quite contrary Effefl, when Gentlemen confiderihe 
Circumilances we are in, I hope they will depart from their 
Funftilio of Refped to the Crowot and allow the Motinn 
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to have, vfhM h ought to have, theuiunLmouiApprobatlDti Annoi} Gto. 
oi this Houfe; viJ-Xi?^ 

Then Sir John Barnard fpoke in EfEt£l as follows : ^^^^f"^^ 

Sir 

« I lind that the Gentlefneo, who oppofe this Motion, Sir John 
pretend that a Refped for the Crown h the chief Caufe of Barnard- 
their prdent Oppofuioni and that they arc not againft the 
Bill, but againft its being moved for, till we have fome Mt£- 
Jage from his Majefty for that Purpofe ; but I muft obfervCp 
that mofl of them have fa id feveral Things againU the 
Bill itfelf; and ihcreforc, as fome of them may be fup- 
pofed to have fome InflLicnce in his Majefty's Councils , I 
am afraid that, if we pollpone the Motion till we have a 
Meiiage from the Crown, we mult poftpone it till the End 
of the War. The Point really in Difpote is, about taking 
from the Crown one of chofe difcretiooary Powers, it is at 
pre fen t polTeiTed of; and in fuch a Difpute, Sir, I am no , 
way furpri^ed to hear the Continuance and Utility of that 
Power argued for by the Gentlemen, who have, or the Fa- 
vourites of thofe who have^ the Excrcife of alt the difcre- 
tionary Powers of the Crown in their Hands; for Mi* 
nifiers are extremely apt to f^ncy they fee great Advantages 
an every Prerogative of the Crown, and to be quite blind 
to the Bifadvantages it msiy be attended with. But as I 
liave not the Honour to be concerned in exercifing any 
(uch Powers ; nor, I believe, the Fortune to be much in 
the good Graces of thofe that are, i can jwdge of the dif- 
cretionary Powers of the Crown with lefs Prejudice ; and 
1 can fay without Fear, that I am againil all fuch, where 
they are not abfolutely necellkry 1 for I !ook upon a dif- 
crctionary Power to be very near a- kin to an arbitrary one t 
and am therefore for having as few fuch aspoffible. At pre* 
fent the Crown has, 'tis true, the fok Property in all Pri^jes 
taken from the Enemy by his MajeHy's Ships of War ; 
bnc I muft beg Leave to obferve, that this Property is veiled 
in the Crown only as Trullee for the Public ; becaufe the 
whole ought to be difpofed of in the mofl prudent Manner^ 
for the Bene£t of the Public ; and Miniilers may be pa* 
niihed for a Mifappljcation of that, as wdl as any other 
Property belonging to the Public s fo that the Power of 
difpofmg of thofe Prizes is not, even as the Law Aands at 
prefent, altogether difcretlonary, nor is it near fo arbitrary, 
»s fome People may perhaps imagine. As our Laws ftand 
ftl prefent, the Crown, or rather the Miniflers of the 
Crown have, I admit, a difcretiooary Power to apply the 
Produce of thofe Prices, that may be taken from the 
Enemy by his Majeily'i Ship* t?f War, to what public 
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Anno 1 J.Geo. Services they pleafe, and in what Manner they pleafc. If 
II. X7^p. I thought that the Power they have would always, ojr even 

V/V"^i^ ^or the moil Part be made ufe of, in the moll juft and pru- 
dent Manner, for the Service of the Public, and f6r that 
only, I Ihould be loth to take it from them ; I know it 
might be of great Service to leave it in the Power of the 
Crown to grant a larger Share of the Prize to fome of the 
Captors, than to others ; and fometimes to grant a Share 
of the Prize, even to thofe who were not immediately 
concerned in the Capture. I know that fome of thofe . 
who have, by a Law, a Title to their Share of a Prize, 
may iometimes behave in fuch a negligent, or cowardly 
Manner, as to deferve Punifhment rather than a Reward; 
and therefore it would be of Service to the Public to leave 
a difcretionary Power in the Crown, to re\^rd the Captors 
according to their feveral Deferts, if it could be expedUd 
that this Power would be wifely and jultly apply*d ; but 
this is not to be expefted. This Power will, I am furc, 
like all other difcretionary Powers, be often abufed, and 
it may be made to ferve very bad Purpofes ; therefore I 
am for putting an End to it, by vefting the Property of 
every Prize in the Captors ; and to this 1 am the more in- 
clined, becaufe I know, that all the OfHcers and Seamen 
in the Navy, at leaft thofe who have the greateft Merits 
would chule it. 

But fuppofe, Sir, his Majefty were to grant the whole, 
or a certain Share of every Prize to the Captors by Pro- 
clamation ; yet the Inconvenience of a Prize Office woald 
Hill remain: Without an Ad of Parliament he cannot im- 
power the Officers and Seamen to name their own Agents: 
He cannot by Proclamation order, that with refpefi to 
this Nomination, the Minority of the Officers concerned 
ihall be determined by the Majority ; or that the Minority 
of the Ship's Company concerned ihall be determined by 
the Majority ; therefore without an Ad of Parliament the 
Grievance of a Prize- Office mull ftill remain, and it can- 
not be expefled that it fhould be a leis Grievance now, 
than it was found to be in the late Queen's Time. When 
the Agents are named by Minillers, they are not only apt 
to levy exorbitant Fees and Perquifites upon the Officers 
and Seamen concerned, but they are apt to keep the whole 
Produce in their Hands for a long Time, or for ever, if 
they can. It is now twelve or thirteen Years lince our laft 
Skuffle with Spain ; and, I believe, fome of the Prizes which 
were then taken, arc not as yet accounted for : I believe, 
the whole Produce of fome of them remains yet in the 
Hands of thofe Agents, that were appointed'by the Crown ; 
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which, I sm (are, would not have been the Cafe, if the Anno i ; Ceo, 
Agenrs had been appointed by the Officers and Seamen 
concerned. 

' This Inconvenience therefore muft ft 11 1 fubfltt, unlefs 
Ibme foch fiill^ as what h now propofed, be broughc in, 
and pafled jnco a Law; and befide? thi3« feverai oiher 
Things arc intended to be eftahlilhed by this Bill, which 
witi be of great Service in the Profecution of the prefent 
Waj I and which cannot be eilablifhed any other Way than 
by an Aft of Parliament, The 5 L per Man, Reward, can 
be given no other Way ; and In my Opinion, it is abfo- 
lately necelTary to give it, in order to encourage our Ships 
of War to deliroy Ehofe of the Enemy. Prefcrnaent may 
be otie Motive, byt that Motive is not of itfelf fofHcient,^ 
even tho' duly and regularly bellowed, which can hardly 
be ejtpc£led i for true Merit h feldotn the mol\ prevalent 
Title to Preft;rmeni<. A pecuniary Reward i^ a Motive 
much more certain. Money often makes Men do what 
uochiog clfc can make them do. Without fuch a Regard » 
it u not to be expefled that any of our Privateers will at« 
tack ihofe of the Enemy, That Privateers fetdom attack 
ooe another is become almod a Proverb in every Nation 
of Europe, In King William's War the French and 
Spanifh Privateers often met in the Bay of Bifcay. They 
were upon oppo^te Sides in the War ; but did they ever 
attack one another ^ No, Sir^ when they met, they fa luted, 
like good Frieadi, wifhed one another a fuccefsful Trip* 
and went upon their refpedive Buiiners. No one of them. 
ever fought another, but once, that the Capuin of a Spani^ 
Privateer, and the Captain of a French one had a perfonai 
Qjiairel at a neutrat Port, whereupon they failed out to 
Sea, and engaged their two Ships in the Quarrel, If wc 
have a Mind iherefore to have the Enemy's Privateers de- 
jboyM y we mufl tempt our own by a pecuniary Reward, as 
well as the Hopes of Preferment, to attack them ; and i^hit 
can only be done by AdI of Parliament* 

' lAfklyt, Sir, with regard to the Encoaragtment intended 
by this Bill to be given to private Adventurers, to attack^ 
and cake feme of the Dominions belonging to the Enemy : 
This too can only be done by A£l of Parliament. His 
Majefty may incorporate them by Charter ; but be cannot 
by Charter im power them to fail within the Limits of the 
South-Sea Company's Charter, thofe Limits being exclu- 
fively eJtabliihcd and fccared to chat Company by Aft of 
Parliament, Nay, I doubt, if his Majefty's Commli^on 
can give our Privateers a Eight to feil within the Limits of 
f hat Compaoy's CJiar^er, becaufe by A^ of Parliament it 
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JLnnai I Geo. Minifter that fliaJ! dare to apply the leafl Part of it other- 
n. ij^p. wife. But as there are fevcral public Servkes, to which k 
may be ufefully applicii , applying the whole, by an ella* 
bli^ed and unalterable Law, to any one particular Service^ 
may be both imprutient and unjuft^ and I muft thinjc, that 
thofe who are entrufled by our Sovereign with the Condtid 
and Management of our pubHc AfFairs, may without anf 
Breach of Mode fly pretend, that they are the belt Judges 
of thofe public Services, to which this Property ought to 
be applied ; for they mull know many Fafls, and the ge* 
neral Circumilanccs of the Nation with regard both to 
our foreign and domestic Affjirs* much better than others 
can do - and jf they have not fo much common Senfe, the 
Parliament ought to think of bringing about a Change in 
the Admtniflration, rather than of encroaching upon the 
Prerogatives of the Crown. 

' There are four public Services at prefent to which the 
Produce of ihc Prizes taken from the Enemy may be pro* 
perly applied, Jt may be given to the Captors, in order 
to encourage our People to take as much as they can from 
thfc Enemy ; or it may be applied for giving Reparatioa 
to our injured Merchants 1 or it may be applied for defray- 
ing a Part of the ^xpence of carrying on the War, in 
order to prevent our being obliged to encroach upon the 
Sinking Fund, or to load pur People with any new or ads- 
ditional Taxes; or kLlly, it may be applied towards pay- 
ing our public Debts* If we ihould hzv^ the good Luck 
10 feiae any very valoable Prizes, I ft all be fo free as to 
declare, that in my Opinion the Produce of them ihould 
be divided, and applied in fomc certain Proportioa:! to 
mvtvy one of thefe Purpofes, or at leafl: to the fir ft three. 
I am, as much as any Gentleman can in Prudence be, for 
encouraging our Seamen > and therefore when the Prize ii 
biitoffmafi Value^ or not above a certain V'alue^ I ihould be 
for giving the WiiOle to the Captors ; but when the Prize is 
of an imme^fe Value, as fome of them rriay, and I hope 
win be^ I am (^Te^ if you give the whole to the Seamen 
conccrDcd in the Capture, they will be Seamen no more. 
There is one Ship now c^tpe^ed^ Sir, from Buenos Ay res, 
which is reckoned worth a Millioii Sterling: This Ship 
may happen to be taken by one Angle Man of War i li 
this fhould be the Cafe, in ray Opinion, any Minifler that 
Ihould give the whole of fuch a Prize to the Captors would 
deferve to be impeached by Parliament ; and J mutl think, 
ir would be a little odd for the Parliament to do by an AQ, 
^o( tjieirsj what they ought, and, J believe, certainly would 
impeach a Minifter for doing, pr advifiug bis Maje% to dp. 
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lald b« giving a moft cxtravagafit Reward to the j^nno 1 3 Geo, 
emptors, and doing, I think, an Ad of great Injuftice to IL i7jp- 
the Nation > aid in particular to the fufl'ering Mfrchants. 
If fuch 21 Prize ihould happen to be taken by one fingfe 
M^n Qf War, we might give a fufficicnt Reward to the 
Captors^ and might referve as much as would go fomc 
Length towards giving full Reparation to our faffbrmg 
Merchants, or towards faving our Land-holderfi, for opc 
Year at lea II 1 a Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax : And both 
thfifc Setts of Men have, 1 ihink^ fome Title to otir Regard, 
as well as our Seamen* Every War mull fall heavy upon 
Dur Land'holders ; and therefore* when we arc faccel'sfuJ, 
fome Part of what we get by the War ought to be applied 
to their Relief: And sl& to our ftifTering Merchants* I 
think, we are both in Honour and Juflice bound to mak^ 
good to ihem, at kaft the 95 ,000 /- which was to have 
been paid [o them by Spain, in ca.re we had not begun 
Holt ill tics again 11 that Nation. We have already got fome 
confiderable Prizes ; and his Maje£ly has given his Royal 
Word^ that our fuf^ring Merchants j}iall be confidered^ 
when thorc Prizes come 10 be difpofed of ; bat I mull ob- 
ferre, that if the Bill, which was brought in two Yeara 
ago, had pafTed Into a Law, thofe Merchants could have 
expe£ied no Share of tbefe Prizes : And if fucb another 
Bill ibould be palTed this SeOloQ, they can expefl no farther 
Keptaration till the End of the War ; and, I think, it wqu14 
roc be altogether juft to make them wait till the Cod- 
clufion of a War, which may laft for feveral Years, with- 
out any Reparation, whitit many others of our Subjeds are 
made rich by the Prizes they cake. I mull likewtfe thinl^^ 
it would be ili!l more nnreafonable* to make the Repa- 
ration of our Merchants depend upon the uncertain Event 
of a War. By fo doing, we may encourage our Seamen, 
but we fhall very much difcouragc our Merchants ; and 
let us confider, that if we have no Merchants, we can have 
no Trade» and that withouc Trade we ihali have but few 
Seamen. 

* J wift, Sir, with al! my Heart, we had already met 
with more Succefa than we have done i but thofe who con- 
fider the many Chances that are againlt us mnft give 
Tbankj to Providence for the Succefs we have already met 
^tth. In fuch a wide Sea, as that between New and Old 
Spain, Yn a great Chance If our Squadrons mret with 
any of the Enemy's Ships. And even tho* our Squadrons 
got Sight of them, a dark Night, a Fog, or a contrary 
Wind intervening, may prevent their being taken, fie- 
fides thi^j the Enemy may probably foon iind out how our 
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jLnno i^. G*o. Squadrons are Rationed, and may by {ending out feveral 
IL ]7^p. ^dviGe-Boais prevent their rich Ships from coming n&a 

LX^Y"^.^ thofe Stations ; for feveral flraggljng Advice* Boats may 
more probably meet witb a Ship at Sea than can be tx* 
pedcd from a Squadron, which miaft always keep clofc to- 
gether* By thefe means their AfTogue Ships efcaped Ad- 
miral Haddock's Squadron ; and yet thofe Ships would m 
all Probability hare fallen into our Hands, us well as the 
Caracca Ships, if Admiral Vernon had ngc been detained in 
the Channel by contrary Winds, till about the Time of tJicir 
Arnvsd ill Spain, Thefe Confiderations ibew. Sir, that it 
ivill be a great Chance^ if we meet with many rich Prissei 
during the War ; and therefore wq ought to make the beS: 
Uie of thofe we do meet with. If the difpofing of them 
be left to his Majefty, I am perfuaded, the befl and the 
moft prudent Ufe will be made of them ; but if it be 
thought nec£0ary to regulate thi3 Matter by a new l,aw, 
I think J I have Qiewn tKat it will be no eafy Matter lo 
make proper Regulations for this Parpofe ; and therefore, 
I hope, Genilemen will, by pollponing the Motion, ake 
Time toconfider of what is moft proper to be done/ 
Philip Gybbon, Efq; 
Sir, 

f hjlip Gyb- * '^^^ Objcftions ?t iirft made ufe of againft the prefent 

banj Elq^ Motion were only upon account of its being too early i 
becaufe, we were told, fach Biih ought to proceed original- 
ly from the Crown ; and that therefore we ought to wait a 
few Days, in order to give his Majefty an Opportunity to 
fend us a Meilage for that Purpofe. But the Arguments 
made ufe of by the Honourable Gentleman, who fpoke 
hi\t feem to be levelled againft the Bill ttfelf, and that 
therefore no fi*ch Motion ought to be made at this Time, 
or at any future Time, This indeed I fufpefled would be 
the Turn <^hich the Debate would take at lail i and there- 
fore I forefaw what, I think, is now evident, that poft- 
poning the Motion would be the fame with rcjedling it. 

' To veil the Property of every Thing taken from th« Ene- 
my in the Captors by Ail of Parliament, and thereby to de- 
firoy an Office which has always been a lucrative one to the 
Officers employed, who are all named by the Crown, muft be 
allowed to be a Diminution of that Power, which is now 
lodged in the Crown, and confequently in the Minifters of 
the Crown j and I do not think, that our prcfenc Miniftm 
bave given us any Room to hope, that they will advife his 
Majctly to apply for any fuch Ad of Parliament. To tell us, 
upon fuch ail Occafion^ that there is no Reafon for our being 
jeaJoui of any of the difcrctionary Powers lodg'd in the Crowa* 
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•r that his prefent MajeDy has never made an Improper Ufe Anno g i,Gt&, 

of any of cbem, is an Argument that, out of rcfpcd to his H. ^719- * 

Majclly, ought never to be made ofe of in this Hoofe. His C^'V^VJ 

Majefly never has madej bis Majelly never can» by our 

ConHitution, make an improper or imprudent Ufe of any 

of the Prerogatives of the Crown ; but Jiis Minjfters may, 

and by our ConlHtucion we may in this Ho ufe fay^ that 

they have. We meet here. Sir* to watch over and pre- 

ferve the Liberties of the People, and therefore we ought 

always to bcjcaloui of every difcredonary Power, be it 

Jodged where it will r We ought to admit of none fueh* 

but thofc that are abfolutely neceflary /or the Adminiltration 

of our Govermnentj and the Prefervation of our Conlli- 

tucion. 

' The difcretionary Power, which is to be limited by the 
Bill now propofcd, is fo far from being neceffary, that it 
ivas found to be a Grievance in the lafl War, and wiU 
certainly be ibund to be one in this. Bills in Parliament 
ETC often deiigned to prevent Grievances that are forefeen, 
as well as to remedy Grievances that have been felt; and, 
I am fnrei he mnll be very UttJe acquainted with the 
Hiitory of the la ft War, or the Nature of Things, who 
does not forefee the Grievances which this Bill is dcfigned 
to prevent* The Prize- Office wbs in the lafl War found to 
be a moll intolerable Grievance upon the Officers and Sea- 
men of our Navy ; and the Backwardnefs that was fhewft 
by our Privateers » and even by our public Ships of War, 
10 attack thofe of the Enemy, was then found to be ^ 
Grievance of very pernicious Confcquence to oar Trade- 
Thefe were Grievances ihat did not proceed from the Na- 
tnre of the War we were then engaged in : They proceed- 
ed from the Nature of Mankind 3 and will therefore be 
found to be Grievances in every War we can be engaged 
in, unlefs the fame Methods be taken for preventing them « 
that were then taken for removing them. In public Of- 
licet, the Officers will extort Fees and PerquifiCfs from 
thofe that are obliged to have recoiirfe to that Of Je, and 
tvill detain in their own Hands the Money r it goes 
through their Office, as long as they can, in fpite of all 
the Care that can be taken to prevent it ; therefore no fuch 
Office Ihould ever be cilabUihed or kept up, if the public 
Biifincfs can be carried on without it. The public Service 
may be a Motive with fome Men for attacking the Bnemy^s 
Fmateers; but the Public is generally bell fervcd, when 
Men know that they ferve therafelves by ferving the Pub- 
lic I and therefore, Care ffiould be taken to join thefe two 
ativmi together m tv^ry Ctfc where it is pollible. Thug 
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Annoi j-Gco. we may fee, that both the Grievances that were felt In tli« 
H* ^719- kll War proceeded fjom the Nature of Mankind, and 

WOPV-Z canfequentiy maft be felt in this War as wdl as they were 
in that. What then ihould hinder us from taking the 
hmc Methods now to prevent chem thit were thcti taken 
to remedy them ? Thofe Methods were then found to be 
cfFeilualj and to be attended wiih no Inconvenience ; and 
therefore it may, with much more Propriety, be a&ed, 
ivhat fhould make us naw more (hy of abolifhmg any of 
the difcretioiiary Powers of the Crown, than we were at 
that Time ? The Heavinefs of that War, Sir, might have 
been made ufe of as an Argument for being cautious of 
dimmjihingany of the difcretionary Powers of the Crowoj 
becaule in Time of War, the more abfolute a Govern mem 
is, the more vlgorouftyi and the more cxpeditioufly it may 
exert its Strength ; but thofe, we had the good Luck to 
have at that l^Jnfe in our AdminiflratioD, judged better. 
They were not (o fond of difcretipnary Powers as to op- 
pojc any Diminution, they faw woutd contribute towanft 
encouraging our Seamen to execute their Orders with V> 
gour and Alacrity, The Burden of the War, I fay, Sifj 
might have then been infilled on more properly than now • 
and our Miniflers might then, as well as now, have en- 
deavoured to recommend themfelves to our County Elec- 
tors by an affeded CompaflioQ for the Burdens thrown upoa 
the Land-holders. But they fcorned to amufe any Sett of 
Mea in the Kingdom with fuch frivolous and fhallow Pre- 
icnces. If they had, I am fure, we ihould have acquired 
no fuch Glory as we did by that War, and the Nation 
might have been put to a much greater Expence, by b&i 
ing much longer engaged in it ; for the more vigoroufly a 
War is prolecuted, the fooner it will be brought to a Con^ 
dufion ; and if, by applying to the pre feat Eafe of the 
People, what 0iould be applied to the Encouragement of 
thole empioyM in profecuting the War^ we fliould make it 
endure but for one Year bngcr than it would other w iff 
have done, the People will always find themfelves Lofen 
by the Favour pretended to be done them, beiides the 
Danger the Nation may be expofed to by a languid Pro* 
fecution of the War, and the Lofs our Trade muft fu&r# 
by not putting fo fpeedy an End to it sts we might have 
done, 

* it is certain it is acknowledged, even by thofe wh» 
oppofe this Motion J that our Seamen at prefent (hew 
an Avcrfton to his Maj city's Service* Let that Avcr£on 
proceed from what it will, we ought to endeavour to re- 
fDQve it. To aifare thQan, by A^ of Parliament, of the 

Property 
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Property of every Thing chey take from the Enemy, and 
to free them from the Pbgue of dancing Attendance 
through an Office for the Recovery and Diftribation of that 
Property > will certainly contHbute in fome meafgre to re- 
move chat Averfion ; and in framing the Bill, perhaps, 
iboie new and addicional Means may be thoqght of; there- 
fore, 1 am aRonifbed to hear a Motion for fuch a Bill op- 
pofed by thofe, who complain fo much of a Want of Sea- 
men for his Majelly's Ships of War- But I am flill more 
aHooifhed to hear them oppofe it upon a Pretence, th^t no 
fuch Bill ought to be brought in without a previous Mef- 
iage from the Crown for that Purpofe. What a dartger- 
oua Dodrine this is, every Gentleman muil be fenfible ofp 
that confiders the Nature of the BilL It is a Bill for aJ- 
terJTig, nay for abolishing one of the Prerogatives of the 
Crown ; and ihall it be admitted in this Houfe ^s a M^xim^ 
thai we can make no Alteration with regard to any of the 
prerogatives of the Crown* unlcfs we have Leave to do fo, 
by A previous Meflage from the Crown ? I hope no Gen^ 
tlemaa wall infiit upon the Nece^ty of our having any 
foch Leave. I hope it will be nnanimoii% admitted, that 
&]J the Prerogatives of the Crown are under the Cogni- 
sance of Parliaments and tha^t any one of them may be al 
tcred, reilraincd, or quite aboliihcd by Adl of Parliament, 
when the public Service, or the Safety of our Conftitution 
requires it. Sir, if I were againft the Bill, I fhouid be for 
the Motion, if it were for no other Realon, but becaufc 
this has been made ufe of as an Argument again It our 
agreeing to it; for I fliould be afraid, leH a feeming Ap- 
probation of fuch an Argument Hiould be afterwards made 
ufe of as a Precedent for ellablifhing fuch a Maxim » Bat 
at I am for the Bill, I have a two>iold Reafon for agree- 
ing to the Motion ; and as I think it nccefiTary in onr pre- 
lent Circumllance^ to bring in the Bill as foon as poflible, 
J (hail be againlt poftponing the Motion upon any Pretence 
whatfoever: For if there be fuch DifHculties as have beea 
reprefenttd, iti framing a proper Bill fur the Furpofes in- 
tended * thofe DiiHcukies can be no way augmented by an 
Order for bringing it in* Such an Order will awaken the 
Attention of the Nation^ and may probably bring in Af- 
Mance from thofe without Boors, which we cannot ex- 
fed till we have once ordered the Bill to be brought in ; 
and the fooner it is ordered to be brought in, and Perions 
appointed for that Furpofe, the fooner thofe DifHcufiies will 
be got over; for lili then, the fohing of thofe Difficulties 
may be faid to be every Man's Bufinefg, and we all know, 
fc £lut what ia Everybody's Bufmefs k Nobody's Bnfinefs. 
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I can rot, ir deed, fee any of the Difficulties the Honourable 
Gentltman iuggelted : We have a Plan before us in what 
was done bit War. Befides^ the whole ASair was fally 
confidercd, and a Bill actually framed and brought intothb 
Houfe, two Years ago; I wiih that Bill had been then 
pafTed into a Law : U it had, we might not now have been 
at War, At leait, we {hould have found lefs Difficulty in 
getting Seismtn to man our Fleet at the ^rft breaking ouE 
of the War i and 1 cannot yet 6nd ouc^ tbat our paffing it 
at that Time would have been attended with any Incon- 
venience, 

* I am furprbed, Sir, to hear tlie Honourable Gentle- 
man fay, that if the Bill had been then paffed into a I^w, 
our fufFc^ring Merchants could have expe^\ed no Share of 
the Pri7,es we have already taken. Surely he cannot far- 
ger^ I hat the Bill ^vas not to take EfTed till feveral Week* 
after his Xlajcfty^s Declaration of War ; therefore, it could 
no way rebct; to any of the Prizes already taken ^ or t% 
any we Ihall take for fome time to come. But furely, 2. 
Share in thofe Pn%'^$ would iiave been of fmall Account In 
Comparifon of the Advantage which the Nation would 
have gained by our paffing thac Eill, or the Advantage 
which the Merchants themfelves might have made, by af- 
iociating to fit out Privateers, or make Conquelh by hii 
Majdly's Ships of V/^r. For this Reafon, Sir, neither the 
Honourable Gentleman, nor his Friends, can now have any 
Keaion to exult in thdr having then thrown out that BlUi 
and if they now throw it out a fecond Time, I bclievep 
they'd £nd themfelves very much difappointed^ if they ejc- 
pe£l Thanks for fo doing from our fuffeitTig Merchants, or 
from any Sett of Men in the Xingdom/ 

William Puhney, Efqs 

S IR, 

' As I did not expe^ an Oppofition to my Motion, I» 
at firlt, avoided taking up your Time with faying any 
Thing in k$ Favour j but now it has been oppofed by fo 
ma^ny Gentlemen, and by Gentlemen erf fnch Weight, I 
hope I Ihall be indulged the Liberty of giving you my 
Keafons for making it, and of adding foniething to what 
other Genclemen have done me the Favour to fay by way 
of An Aver to the Objeilions made againlHt. 

* J freely own, Sir, that If I had not made this Motiou^ 
J fbould have been mighty eafy about delaying it for a fewf 
Days 1 1 ihould have moit readily agreed to iuch a Delay* 
if it had bteu for no other Reafon but to oblige thofe Gen* 
llcmcn near jiK, %vho have always feemed fond of Delay? 
Wiih reg^ird to every Meafu^g ihat had |he Face of War; 
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bat as they have reftlved upon, and adually declared War, Annp i j Geo- 
Unce I lall had the Honoar to meet them in this Hgufe ; ** ^755^ 
J prefumcd, they had altered their Affcftions, and that 
they would now be fond of every Meaftife that might 
contribute towards a vigor-ous Profecutlon of th:^c War^ 
they had at lall agreed to declare. If I had but fufpeded 
thai it wos otherwife; or, if they had any Way Signified 
their Defirc to me, before I made my Motion, I ihould 
have waved it for a few Days ; but now it h made, J can- 
not part with it ; becaufe, as an Honourable Gentleman has 
aiready obferved in this Debate, the poilponing of it, af- 
ter it has been once moved, will be looked on withoac 
Doors, as putting a Negative upon it ; and this in our pre*^ 
fent Clrcumilances may be attended with moR terrible CJon- 
feqaences» 

* If the Motion be popular. Sir, I am glad to hear it : 
It is, in my Opinion, a very ilrong Proof cf its being 
right; but I did not make it with any View of Popularity^ 
and Jhould have been glad to have ihared the Populdrity 
of it with the Honourable Gentleman near me, and with 
cvtry Member of this Houfe; which would have been 
the Cafe, If it had not been oppofed. It will fill I in Jbine 
meafure be the Cafe, if it happens to be agreed to ; be- 
caufe it witL then be the ^^ of the Houfe, a.nd every 
Member will have a Share of that Popularity which may 
be acquired by it. But I muH think the Conduft of fome 
Gentlemen, who generally agree in Opinion, very fingular 
upon this Occafton. Some of them fay, the Biii 1 have 
pmpofed is fo right and fo popular a Meafure, that we ought 
to allow the Crown to have the Credit of propoiing its 
whiJll others rife up and tell us, that it is quite wrong, 
that it would be an unneceiTary and dangerous Incroacti- 
mcnt upon the Prerogatives of the Crown, and that it 
would be doing an Jnjuflice to our fuffering Merchants, to 
our Land-holders, and tQ the People in general. 

' Thefe two Methods of arguing, I profefs. Sir, I do not 
know how to reconcile. If we fhould refolve to poll pone 
the Motion, and wait for a MeiTage from the Crown, I 
am afraid, it would occafion a Divifion in his Majfrty's 
Councils I and therefore, to preferve the ufual Unanimity 
there, I believe it will be the beft Way for us, not to wait 
for fuch a MeJTage, but to enter immediately into the Me- 
rits of what I have propofed, and if it be rightt agree to 
it. For this end, I ihall lay before you the Reafons that 
induced me to make this Motion, and anlwer fome of the 
Objedions that have been made to it. In the late War, 
Str, I mean that in the late Queen's Time, we had fq great 
T 1 Succei>, 
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Succefs, and gained fo much Glorf> tliat I thoughc the 
be ft Tiling we could do in tbe prcfent War would be to 
confiier our Conduft in that War, in order to make ic a 
Rule fjr our Condud in ihh. With this View, Sir, as 
foon as I thought that a War with Spain was become un- 
avoidable, which was above two Years ago, I began to re- 
colle^l the feveral Steps that had been taken for carrying 
on the late W^ar, One of the Supports we had in that 
War, 1 mean a powerful Alliarc: upon the Contmem, I 
fore fa sv, we could hardly expefl in this, and that therefore 
n would be necelTary for us to make the beft Ufe cf our 
o vn Strength. Among the other Methods taken in the Jaft 
War for exerting our own Strength, I obferved, that two 
Laws had been made for encouraging oar Seamen to do 
iheir Duty s and for encouraging private Men to join to- 
gether in Societies for attacking and making Conquefla 
upon the Enemy. As thefe Laws were made to continue 
only during that War, I thought it would be neceffary to 
revive them in cafe of a new War with Spain ; and for 
this Purpofe I did, with the AfTiftance of fome other Gen- 
tlemen, bring in a Bill two Years ago. The BUI was then 
rejected, becaule we were not come to an aftual Rupture i 
but that Objefllon being now removed, I thought it in- 
cumbent upon me to offer my Bill again to the Houfe; 
and for this Purpofe I made you the Motion now under 
your Confide rat Ion* 

• To encourage our Seamen to do their Duty, and to 
encourage even private Men at their own Expencc to at- 
tack and diftrefs the Enemy, mull neccflirily contribute 
greatly to a vigorous Prolccution of the War ; and if it 
be vigoroufly profecuted, it cannot be of long Duration^ 
Sir, as the Affairs of Europe arc at prefent drcumflanced, 
our very Being depends upon bringing this War to a fpeedy 
Conclusion, There is a Spirit of late Years raifed in every 
Ivation of Europe for improving their Trade, Navigation^ 
and Manufadures. AH the Powers of Europe » except 
Spain and us, are now at Peace amongft thcmfelves : Our 
two great Rivals in Trade, the Dutch and French, are in 
perfctl Tranquillity. What then will become of our Trade, 
if by a languid Prorecution of the VVar* we allow it to be 
interrupted for feveraT Years by Privateers under Spatiiih 
Colours, whilil our Rivals in Trade are carrying on theirs 
without any Dillarbance? By the Difference of Freight 
and Infurarce, they will be enabled to underfell us, and in 
a few Years to turn us out of every Market in the known 
World, I'hus our Trade muft be undone, unlefs by a vi- 
gorous Profecurion we bring Spain to a fpcedy Compliance* 

Spain 
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itn has no Trade to lofe: She lias no Trade Co be in* 
rnipeed, but that betiveen one Part of her own Domi- 
ijona and another; and this Trade m^y be fufpendedt but 
i0DQt be toll by the Interruption* The Spaniards there- 
»re can lofe nothiag by the Continuance of the War, but 
irhat we take from them ; whereas We may be undone by 

long Continuance^ even tho^ we fhould be fuccefsful 
mgainii the Enemy. It is therefore our Bufmef^ to take 
every Method that can be thought of for bringing die 
Tar to a fpeedy^ as well as honourable Condufion i and 

the mean Time, to take as much Care as pofHble to pre- 
en t our 1 rade^s being interrupted by the Enemy ""s Priva- 

Kothing can be more effe^ual for preventing the Inter- 
aptionof our Trade, than to encourage our Seamen by a pe- 
cuniary Reward^ to be diligent in looking out for^ and alert 
in atucklng the Enemy *s Privateers, wherever they can be 
Uiet with ; and as the Enemy mull have their Treafure 
brought from the WeftJndies to Spain in draggling Ships, 
(for chey caunot have it In Fleets or S<|uadrons) one of the 
beft Ways we can take for diflrefllng themi and thereby 
compelling them to agree to reafonable Terms, will be 
to intercept and take as many of thefe Ships as we caii« 
What can be more eiedual for encouraging our Seamen to 
be diligent in cruizing, and looking out for thefe Ships, 
than that of aflUring them^ by Ad of Farliamentj that all 
they take fhali be their own f 
- * But, Sir, as this will not of ttfelf be efTedual enough 
■for forcing Spain to a fpeedy Compliance; and as it is in- 
"eumbcnt npon us to think of gaining fome national Advan- 
tage by the War, in order to com pen fate the great Ex-^ 
pence the Nation mull be put to in carrying it on ; and 
naoreover, as no fuch Advantage can be gained, but by at- 
tacking and pofteOing ourfelves of fome of the Spanish 
Settlements in America; we ought to think betimes of 
carrying fuch Piojed^ into Execution. I do not fay, that 
we ought to think of conquering and holding the whole 
Spaniih America i but if we ihould lake PoiTeilion of the 
whole* or greateft Part, which, I believe, is lar from being 
impoITible, we might pretend to hold it till the Court of 
Spain agreed to give us Satisfadion for all pail Injuries, 
and Security againii all future, Nay, we ought to iuiift 
opon keeping PofleSioD Of fome Parts of the Weft- Indies, 
and upon having the abfolute Property of them yielded 
fo us, not only as a Compenfation for the Expense ^e have 
been and may be at, but as a Security for our Trade in 

Cine. As long a^ we keep to a naval War only, 
the 
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Arifioi j.ffco* tbe Spaniards can be no great Sufferers by it; On the con* 
II. fiip. tr&ry, I believe, they will always be GsdatTij let us take 

^/"V^^ what Care we will. But if we Jhould once turn them out 
of the whole, or a great Part of their PoCefTions in i^me* 
fjca, they would then immediately fuhmit to any Terms 
V^e Ihould propofe, in order to have that PoiTeirion reftoroi. 
I am fprry to find t!iat no Mea fores were concerted fac 
this Furpofe^ before we began Hoilirities again ft them ; 
for by the Execution of fiich Meafures we ought in good 
Policy to have opened the War* It is hy thefe Means 
alone we can force them tp a fpeedy and honourable Peace : 
It is by thefe Means alone, we can procure any Security 
for our Trade in Time to come ; and k h hy thefe Mean^ 
alone, we can propofe to get any Compenfatton for che £x:<^ 
pence wc muft be at in the Profecution of the War- ^ 

< If this be the Cafe, Sir, and that it h^ muft, I thmkj ' 
appear evident lo every GentlemaD that confiders the Cir- 
cumftances of the two Nations, ought we not to encourage 
private Men to aiTill the Public by endeavouring to mafee 
ConqueQs upon the Spaniards in America ? Would it not 
be of great Service to any public Expedition we may un- 
dertake, to have a Sett of private Adventurers attacking 
the Enemy in one Place, whiM his Majefty's Squadrons 
and Armies were attacking them in another? Does not 
this fhew the Expediency of reviving that Law which wis 
made in the late Queen's Time, for encouraging private 
Adventurers to attack and make Conquefis upon the Ene- 
my in the Well Indies ? It had then no great EffeQ, becaufe 
People that had Money made fo much by turning it in the 
public Funds^ that no Man thought of putting his Money 
10 any other Ufe; but as that Trade is now, thank Godf 
not near fo gainful as it was then^ if this Law be revived, 
the War profecuted with Vigour by the Public, and our 
Councils dircdcd by thofe upon whom the People may de- 
pend, 1 am convinced, the Law will now have a much 
better Effba. We have all the Reafon in the World to 
expcft, that private Adventurers will unite for making Cou- 
quelU upon the Enemy, if they be convinced, that we are 
ferious in carrying on the War; and that after they have 
been at a great Ex pence, they Ihall not be prevented in - 
rheir Attempts by an unfeafonable Sufpenfion of Arms, nor 
their Conqueib facrliited by a di (honourable Convention. 

* We may remember^ Sir, chat foon after the Revo* 
lution there was a Corporation cflablifhed in the Northern 
Part of this Ifland, for making a Settlement in a Part of 
America, which the Spaniards pretend to belong to them, 
thg* they never had^ nor have now, the kail Right or Tide 
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'^to it That Corporation did accodtngljr make their dtftgn- Anno i ;.Geo. 
ed SetiJement, after having by fair Purchafe got a good Tiik l^_' 7ii?' 
from the Natives lo whom it belonged ; and, I believe^ 
they would have kept PofTeflion in fpice of the Spaniards, 
if a very prepoRcrous Sort of Jcalotify and Envy had not 
at that Time polTcfled us in this Part of the Kingdom, 
Whilfl the two Crowns were difunitedi f do not wonder 
that there was a mutuaJ Jealoufy between the Southern and 
Northern Parts of this Jfland ; but after the two Crowns 
came to be united, I cannot comprehend, how a Difunioa 
and Jcaloafy ilill fubfilled between the two Nations, Two 
Nations inhabiting the fame Spot of Earth, and that Spot 
diilin£l and fcparated from all other Parts of the Earthy 
ought furely to have united, and to have removed all Sorti 
of Jealoufy, as loon as poifible ; that the Northern Part 
might Bot be left as an Inlet for an Invafion upon the 
Southern ; and yet, I do not know how that jeaToufy re- 
miined for fome Time after the Revolution, and was the 
Caiife of defeating that Project, which would now have 
been of great Advantage to the whole I flan d, U the Bill 
1 have propofed ihoufd pafs into a Law, that Society may 
again revive, and may be encouraged lo take Pofleifeon of 
what belongs to them, I am convinced, they would now 
be power fully affiled by the People in this Part of the 
Ifland I and, I hope, our Government would like wife give 
ihem all proper Encouragement and AiTiflance. 

• From what I have fajd, Sir, I hope it appears, that. 
the Bill I have propofed to be brought in mult contrrbuto 
greatly towards a vigorous Profccution of the prefeat War, 
and confeqyently towards procuring us a fpeedy, an ho- 
ifcoarable, and an advantageous Peace, This was the Rea* 
Icn that induced me to move for its being brought in; 
mnd my Rcalon for making this Motion fo early, proceed- 
ed from the great Dillrefs we are in for want of Seamen* 
and the Unwiliingnefi they generally fliew to enter into his 
Majcfty*s Service. That we are in a very great DiHrefs 
for want of Seamen, will not, I believe, be denied even by 
thofe who hive the Honour to be employed in our Ad- 
minil^ration i for they would not furely have put fuch ft 
Stop to our Trade by Prefftng and Embargoei, if a fuf- 
ficient Supply for his Majclly's Navy could have been got 
by any other Means* This Diftrefs, Sir, 1 think it no very 
difficult Matter to account for. Our Seamen have for 
thefe twenty Years been not only negleded, but ill-treated. 
They have been upon every Occafion^ and often without 
Occafmn« prefled and hawled Jike Slaves on buard our 
^f n of War^ without allowing them fo mu^h ai the Li- 
berty 
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Anno T^.Gea be r(7 of chufing which Captain they would krve nn^cTf 
IL i7^p- They have been difcouraged from entering into his Ma-* 

l.^'V^O je%'3 Service by fending chcm upon Expeditions with fuch 
InliruftionB, aa fome times expofed them to great Dan- 
gers and Hardiliips, and at all times difabkd them from 
gaining either Riches or Renown, They have been often 
diimiiTed, before their Wages would anfwcr the Charge of 
Auing themfeWes ont ; and they have been difmiiTed at 
Forts, from whence they had many Miles to travel on 
Foot, perhaps without a Penny in their Pocket, before they 
^ould come at any Place where they could exped to get 
into the Merchanc-Sexvice, or into any other Euiiners. 
Thefe, and many other Hardfhipa put upon tkem> drove 
fome into foreign Service^ made others leave the Sea, and 
betake themfelves to fome Employment at Land^ and di^ 
couraged all in general from breeding themfeves or their 
Children to the Sea-Service. By thefe Means, our nationil ' 
Stock of Seamen, if I may fo exprefs myfelF, has beta 
greatly diminilhed ; and tbofe that remain^ have been made 
to conceive fuch a Dilkite of his Maje/ly^s Service, that 
we iind^ they often run the Rifk even of JPeath itfelf ratheir 
than be forced into that Service. 

* From thefe Caufes, Sir, our prefent Diftrefa for ws8t 
of Seamen proceeds ; and as I think the Bill intended by 
this Motion wilt be a great Encouragement to Seamen, M 
like wife to Landmen, to enter into hts Majefty'a Sea^ServicCt 
I refolved to move as foon as polTible for its being brought 
in, becaufe I was, and am Hill convinced, that the v^ry 
Motion for bringing in fuch a Eilf, if it be agreed to, 
will contribute not a little towards removing our prefent 
DiHrcfs ; but if it ihould be either refufed or pollponed, X 
ihall be extremely forry for having made it. It will dif- 
fpirii thofe Seamen that are already in the Service j it will 
prevent our Seamen that are Abroad from having any 
Thoughts of returning Home rand it may probably make 
fome of thofe that are tiow at Home fly into foreign, that 
they may not be preffed into hb Maje(ly*s Service, 

* Having thus, Shr^ laid before you fome of the chief 
ReafoGs that induced me to make this Motion, and to 
make it fo early, I iliall next sake Notice of fome Oh- 
jedions that have been made againll it ; and I mail fay, I 
was a little furprized at the firll that was made. As I 
was confcious of the Innocence of my Intentions, 1 could 
not but be furprisced at my being accufed of Shewing a fort 
of Difreipe^ to the Crown, by moving for fuch a Bill 
without a previous MelTjge from the Crown for that Pur- 
pofc, 1 am no Aliniil^r, Sir i 1 have no Share in any of 

hii 
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Kfi Majelly's Councils, and therefore I cannot certainly Anno 15, Geo 

know what may be agreeable to the Crown; but as a ^^-^7^9- 

Country Gentleman and a Member of this Houfe, I Tup- V.^'NIT^^, 

pofed, that a Bill for promoting the Service of the Crown 

could not but be agreeable to the Crown ; and I could not 

fuppofe* that in fuch a Cafe it was neccfliiry to wait Tor a 

Meilage ; efpecially when I coniidered, that Bills of the ^ 

ibme Nature had before been brought in and pafTed into 

Laws, without any previous MeiTage from the Crown. 

Nay, the very Bill now intended was brought in two 

Years ago without any fuch Mefiage, and not the leail 

Complaint made againll it on that Account. The offering 

fach a Bill at that Time, might perhaps by fome be thought 

premature; but now it mud be agreeable to every one 

who wilhes to fee the prefent War vigoroufly profecuted» 

and honourably and fpeedily concluded ; and for this Re.i- 

Ibn, lam fure, it will be agreeable to his MajeOy, if the 

Intention of the Bill be honeflly and hirly reprefented to 

him, whatever it may be to fome of thofe who have a 

much more free Acccfs to him than 1 have. 

• So much I thought myfelf obliged to fay, Sir, in my 
own Vindication; and as this Objedion has already been 
ihewn to be nothing but a Pretence, I have no Occafion, I 
think, to take any farther Notice of it., The other Ob- 

'jedioni arc of a different Nature: They a^-e Objeftions 
againft the Bill itfelf, as well as againd the Motion ; and 
were chiefly infilled on by the Honourable Gentleman that 
fpoke laft on the other Side of the Qurllion. Thofe that 
fpoke before him, infilled principally upon the Unfcafon- 
ablenefs of the Motion ; but he threw afide all Difguife, 
and diredled his whole Arcillery againll the Bill itielf; 
and therefore, [ mull add a little co what h^s been cK- 
cremely well faid by my worthy Friend luat fpoke lall, by 
way of Anfwer to his Objedlions. 

• The Honourable Gentleman endeavoured, Sir, to (hew 
a Difference between tur prefent Circumltanccs, and the 
Circumftances we were in, when fuch a Bill as this was 
pafled in the laie Queen's Time. Does he :hink, that if 
the Grievances which were afterwards felr, hud been fore- 
feen at the Beginning of that War, thofe B lis would not 
have been brought in and pafTed the very next Seflioa 
after that War broke out ? The Inconveniences he has 
mentioned, would no:, I am fure, have been thought of 
any Weight by that Adminiilration, whatever they may be 
by this. The Difficulty about Goods put on i"»oar.d an 
£nemy*8Ship before the Declaration of War, or within the 
'rime limited by Treaties, hasalreatly been fully anfwered; 

Vol. VI. U and 
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Anno rg, Ceo. and as to the Difficulty about Inforancc, Fbclicve, all the 
IL 1739. Spanifti Ships, upon which any Infurance was made be- 

KyV'^KJ fore the End of May laft, arc now arrived at their dc- 
figned Pores. If the Infurance was made fince that Time, 
the Iniurer ought to fufFer ; becaufe it was then evident 
that there would be a Breach between Us and Spain : But 
in order to remove this Difficulty, and to gain the Ho- 
nourable Gen&leman^s Approbation of what I propofe, 
which I believe ts extremely neccflary for fecuring its Suc- 
ccfs, I fhall be ready to agree, that the Bill (hall not com- 
mence oj" begin to take EfFeft, till fo many Weeks im 
Europe, and fo many Months in America after his Ma^ 
jelly -s Declaration of War, as arc llipulated by Trcatic* 
between us and any of our Friends, or Allies. / 

< As for our Merchants, Sir, that fuffered by the Spaniflk 
Depredations in time of Peace, I wifh we had (hewn a pro- 
per CompafTion for them feveral Years ago : If we had, 
I am fure they would not have fuffered fo much ; and 
they might probably have got full Satisfadlion before thil 
Time. But when we are thinking of fhcwing Compafiiqi 
for thofe that have fufFcrcd by our peaceable Meafures, wc 
ought to think of fhewing Companion for our Merchant 
and l>ade in genera], which mufl (uffer and may be tu- 
done by a long Continuance of the War. If we do chis^ 
we ihali think of nothing but of putting a fpeedy and faor 
Bourable End to tiie War. This ought to be our principal 
Aim ; and if we allow ourfelvcs to be diverted from thi?^' 
by a Regard for any Thing elfc, wt may probably fina 
ourielves difappoinced of both, which, in the end, will be a 
* much greater Lofs even to our filtering Merchants, thin 
the Advantage they can reap by having a Share of fuck 
Prizes as may be taken during the War. And as to our 
Land-holders, or any other Set of Men in the Kingdom^ 
that may be relieved by applying a Part of the Prizes to- 
wards defraying the Expence of the War. If the Hon. 
Gentleman has a real Concern for their Relief, and for re- 
iieving them in fuch a Way as may not interrupt our Pro- 
Tecutfon of the War, he (hould agree to this Bill ; becaufe 
it may be the Caufe of the War's bdng carried on principallf 
at the Expence of private Men. It is remarked bv all 
HiOorians, as a Piece of good Condud in Queen Elia^aqeth^ 
that (he often got her War againft Spain carried on at ithe 
Expence of private Adventurers, who did infinite Mifchicf 
to the Enemy, without putting that wife Queen to mr 
other Expence, than that of lending them a few of Kr^' 
^ Ships of War. But I queflion much if this Example wilf 

be followed in the pre/ent War ; for fome People a;«'& 

fond 
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fond of toachicg public Money, that thcf arr, t believe^ Annoij^Gto' 
sifraid Idt any Money Ihoultl now be laid out in the Pro- ^^' i^i*?* 
fecution of the War, tliat does not pa(s through their 
Fhigers, 

• J belle vtt no Man will doubt of my rejoicmg in the 
Succcfs wc have already had in fhe War; bat I mult ob- 
fcrve. Sir, that if it had been begun, s$ it was either in 
Queen Elizabeth's J or QHvcr Cromwclpi T/me, our Sue- 
cefa might probably have been much greater. We might 
have been by this Time in Pofleffion of fome of the Ene^- 
mjr'a Provinces, as well as fome of their Ship^; and if 
j^roper Care bad been taken » I am fure, they could not 
have been in Pofleflion of fo many of our Merchant Ships 
4is they are ; lor, nDt^^ithllanding the Succefs we have had, 
1 believe, tbey ate pretty equal with us upon the Balance, 
al lea ft in the Seas of Europe^ whatever they may be m 
thofe of America i for as that Part of the World h not fo 
HTi mediately under the Influence of our domeflic Coimctls, 
I do not know but that the War may be carried liu there 
with a little more Vigour. But whatever Prizes we may 
meet with, either in the Seas of Europe or America, I am 
forgiving the whole to the Captors, let It be ot what Va- 
lue it wiiL Whoever has it, it will be (o much taken from 
the Enemy, and added to the Weahh of this Nation ; for 
whaceirer belongs to private Men, belongs to, and may be 
reckoned a Part of the public Stock of the Nation. Jf it 
b« divided among our Seamen, it will (oon circulate, and if 
<onr;derable, may contribute Eo reduce the IntereA ol Mo- 
ney, which will bean Advantage to our Trade in general, 
and to every private Man in particular, except Ufurera 
and Pawn brokers. Suppofe fome of our Seamen ibonlJ 
hy a rich Priate get great Fortunes, and ihoutd take fuck 
Care of what ibcy get, (which is ieldom the Cafe) as to 
prevent their going to Sea any more: Inllcid of dimi' 
tiiibing, it would increaie our Number of Seamen i Jor if 
we fliould lofe z or 300 Seamen by fuch a lucky Accident, 
their good Fortune would fend ia,ooo to Sea In their 
Room; fo that the Nation can no way fuffcr by giving 
the whole of every Pri^e to the Capr'Hs, and jt will con- 
. fribute a great deal cowards a vigorous Profecution of the 
War- 

« However, Sir, as I am wti!ing to gain at any reafon* 
abk Rate the Honourable Gentleman'^ Approbition to 3 
Bill# whicn I think fo necefliiry la our prefent Circum- 
ihncesp if he chinks it too much to give the whole of a 
Oalkon or Regjfter Ship to the Captors, we may eafily 
guard agaiaft this Inconvenience by excepting fuch Ships 
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Anno 13, Geo out of the Bill, which I fhall, for the fake of having hi» 
II- I73P- Concurrence, agree to ; tho' I think it not quite fo right, 

K^Y^^^ becaufe I am afraid, it may be the Caufe of fomc of thofc 
Ships efcaping, when they might otherwife fall into our 
Hands ; which will be a double Lofs to us, by preventing 
our adding to our own Wealth,^ and by adding to the 
Wealth of our Enemies, whereby they will be enabled to 
continue the War longer, or to profecute it with more 
Vigour againfl us. 

• I fhall readily grant, Sir, that, notwithftanding the bcft 
Meafure we can concert, and the utmofl Care we can take, 
jnany of the Enemy's Ships may efcape us by various Ac- 
cidents at Sea ; but this, in my Opinion, ought to be an 
Argument for our giving the greater Encouragement to our 
Ships of War to be diligent in cruizing, and watchful in 
looking out for them ; and therefore, I think, our giving 
the whole of -every Prize as an Encouragement to the 
Captors, is the beft Ufe that can be made of thofe Prizes 
we may have the good Luck to meet with. To this I 
muft add. Sir, that this Uncertainty of meeting with their 
Ships at Sea ought likewife to be an Argument for our re- 
folving to attack them at Land, as well as Sea; and that 
therefore, in order to fave the public Expence as much as 
poiTible, we ought to encourage private Adventurers to at- 
tack and make Conqueils upon them at Land. So that 
this Uncertainty, inftead of being an Argument agaioft 
the Bill, is in every refped an Argument in its Favour. 

• Thus, Sir, I hope, I have fully anfwered every Ob- 
je(!lion againft the Bill, that was not before. fufHciently re- 
moved : 1 hope, I have fhewn, that the Obje&ions arc fuch 
as do not in the leaft afFedl the Motion, becaufe they may 
be efieftually removed by proper Claufes and Expreffions 
in the Bill ; and therefore, if a Negative fhould be put 
upon this Motion, I fhall look upon it, I believe mofl Men 
will look upon it, as a moft terrible Omen with refpedt to 
oup future Condod in this juft and neceflary War. To mofl 
People without Doors it will be a Confirmation of wha^ 
his Majedy has been pleafed to tell us in his Speech from 
the Throne. They will from thence conclude, that his 
Majcfly has fecret Enemies, not only at Home, but in his 
own Councils ; and I wifh the Obflinacy of Spain, and the 
Cohdud fhe has of late Years dared to hold towards us, 
may not be more owing to this, than to thofe Divifions aD4 
Animofities that fubfifted amongft us before the War broke 
out; for as thpfe Divifions and Animofities were entirely 
owing tofome of our People's fhewing too great a Fond- 
nefd lor Peace> fhe could from* thence ej^pedt no Advantage 

nftcf 
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.fter a Declaration of War, unlefs fhe had Reafon to beljcvc Anr^o i3» Ge» 
that thofo very People would betray us into an im prude nt^ ^i«J2if* 
puCIafiimous, and deiUuflive Method of profecodng the V-/T^xy 
Wafi in order to joftifyj by our Misfortunes and Want of 
Saccefs in War, the Fondnefs chey had^ before fhewn for an 
iniamoui! and ruinous Peac6. 

N^^emhr 36. This * Bill being read a firft time, HoraiJO Debate on tlie 
^WaJpoIc^ Efq; fpoke ae follows : ^^ ^1^*"« 

* I fhriU very readily own, that it may be necefiary to Horatio Wai- 
fs a Bill of this kind at the prefent Jun£iure ; but I T^^^- 
ibink at the fame time no Bill ever wa^ brought ia Jlnce I 
had the Honour to fit iti thb Houfc, which dclerves a more 
nature Deliberation. Gentlemen, 1 obferved in thclaftDe- 
"bate upon this Bill, talked of it, as a veiy right Thing to 
bring in fuch a Bill, becaufe the like was borough c in and 
paficd three or four and thirty Years ago. But Gentle- 
men Will pleafe to confider thiJt there is a great Dilierence 
betwixt that Jan(flafe and the prefent. We had rhen been 
at War with Spain and France for feven or eight Years i at 
prefent we have nor been at War with Spain above fo many 
-Weeks; agd we are as yet at Peace with France. Now^ 
WSxTt. tho' I know that Gentlemen fay upon this Head, We 
■ lissve no Reafon to be afraid of France; we arc at War 
■with Spain, and we wllldillrefs her ^vtiy way we pofTibly 
Bean ; I fay, Sir^ tho* this is the Language of Genikmeii 
I upoji this Occafion, I can by no means agree tknc we ought 
always to do in Prudence what we may do with Jufiice, I 
am afraid^ Sxr^ that tho* hy Treaties with Spain all other 
Nations are precluded from having any Concern in their 
Tre^fkjre, ihnt Pr*i flic e and Cuibm baveeilablifticd a kirid 
ef Right, acieaft^ Sir, they have come to look upon it as a 
Right, to a Share in the Trcafure of the Plate Fleet, Jt is 

I no Secret, Sir* that the French have thought this Right fo 
well ellablifhed, that they have actually claimed their Shares 
by Memorials at this Court, when a Part of that Treafurc 
felHntoourHands while we were at War with Spain. Now,, 
Sir» tho* 1 am f^ir from being of Opinion that v.e ought not 

Iio diftrefs Spain for fear of France, yet I think we ought by 
nq means to provoke France wantonly, without being able 
lodilirefs Spain the more. The French, asl am intornsed 
by People who know vej-y well, have feven in nine Pans of 
tJM^Galleons that center with them, and moll Part h a^uaUy 
ijirir own Property Ijefore it is landed in Spain* — ^* We 
>rc oow at War with Spain We pafs this Bijl ^-^ We 
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Antso i9»<leo fix alimhed time for its taking Effe&^ as' by the Nature olf 
!'• ^719' all our Treaties wc muft. What is the Confequence, Sir? 

^|^^/^^'>^ Why the Confequence is, that France will look upon thil 
Bill as aReding her more than it does Spain; (he wiU look 
upon it as a kind of Tr^p laid by the Parliament of Bri- 
tain for intercepting her Property ; for I obfcrvc that, by 
this Bill, the Crown has no Power to reflore any Part of 
the Treafure taken by our Ships, even tho* it ihonld be 
proved to belong to France or Holland ; nay, tho\it (houid 
belong to our own Subjeds. Don't Gentlemen apprehend 
that this dull alarm France ? Suppofing at the Time the 
Bill takes EffeA the Galleons are coming Home, and oqr 
Ships intercept them { every Shilling of the Money then^ 
muft fall to the Sailors and Crews of our Ships. Neither 
the French, the Dutch, nor infhort any body can reclaim a 
Farthing of it. How would this Nation, how would cor 
Neighbours take itf Would not our Merchants think that 
fome Part of it fhould repair the Lofs they have fuftaincd 
from Spain ? Would not our Neighbours think that it ,w» 
little better than robbing of them ? Confider, Sir, that the 
l)iort time fince this War has been declared, has not given 
them any Opportunity of taking thefe Precautions with re* 
^rd to. Spain, that they might and certainly would other- 
wife have taken ; and I believe, if the Cafe were our own, 
we fliould think ourfelves very hardly ufed. Therefore, Sir, 
tho* I don't fay but that this is a right Bill, I think Gentle- 
men ought to confider whether it is not wrongly timed. We 
are to confider. Sir, whether fome Part of the Money which 
may be taken from the Enemy nJay not be better applied i 
nay, whether our fufferrng Merchants have not a juil Claim 
to fo much of it as may repair their Loifes. We are like- 
wife to confider, whether our pafiing this Bill may not lofe 
you a great Number of your Selamer, by making them toe 
rich to go to Sea ; for I remember to have heard my ♦ ho^ 
nourable Friend who fits by me fay, that if at the Time he 
took and deftroyed the Galleons in America, he had done 
it but fix Weeks later, by which Time the Bill for encoo- 
raging the Trade to America would have taken £fie£i,tliat 
his Share of the Prizes muft have amounted to half a Mil- 
lion of Money.' 

Mr. Pulteney, 
Sir, ^ 

^weyVwbl'*' ' I ^^^"^ all the Confiderations that the honourflfe 
Gentleman has talked of, can no way afteA this Bill. .If 

then 

* Sir Charles Wagtr. 
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ft h any ihing in them, tbc proper Time for ihe ko- Anno i|, Hsm 
iourable Gentleman 'o mcntioQ them, is when the Bill 1*- *7J^ 
M be coininUtcd, I don't fay. Sir, but that ihis Bill may V-Z^YN^ 
ceive great Amendments in the Committee i I dare fajr 
fctf fcveral Gtndeinen over the way who are capable of 
iving U5 great LigKts how to make the BUI a uiefal one* 

' A^ to whiit the honourable Gentlemafi hai Jatd with re* 
;ard to France, I think I remember^ Sir^ fo me what of aa 
bticic m one of our Treaties that the French ihall not 
iccept of any Trade to the Spanifli Weft in<Jie«, I thtnk^ 
Sir* it 15 high time for us now to take Care that they may 
have as little as poflible. The honourable Gentleman be* 
hin4 us has mentioned forae Confiderations ; let me in my 
Itirn beg leave rhac Gentlemen wiN confidcr what we arc 
doing, if we don't check any Power that fhall trade to the 
SpaniOi Weft Indies, Why, Sir, if we don*t, we put it Iti 
their Power to bring Home their Trealnres, and to carry 
^n their TraJe in the Bottoms of neutral Nations; lo that 
Spain cxn never feel the Misfortune of being at War with 
115, and our Neighbours may^ at our Expence^ bid fair for 
tunning away with all the Trade both in Europe and Ame- 
lica. I could fay a great deal more upon this Head^ Sir^ 
but I think it unnecffTary at prefent, Jf, when the Bill 
Ihall be commuted, Gentlemen fhall have any Objeflionf to 
offer, I will do my beQ to clear them : In the mean time I 
hope, that nothing that h^s been y«e throwtt out thai will 
pf^vent its being i^ead a fecond time/ 

Mr. Corbet, 

' I own, 1 lie under feveral Difficulties with regard to Mn Corbet, 
the Bill ; but as the honourable Gentleman who fpoke 
laf^^faid that there will be an Opportunity of debating upon 
the Amendments that may be thought proper, in the Com- 
mittee, 1 fball now mention but one i which one I cannot 
focntion in ll^e Committee, It is with regard to the Method 
of bringing in this BilK Gentlemen have fpoken a gooi 
deal of the Bill pafled In the 6ch of Queen Anne i and we 
bavc been told that thii Bill is the lamej but Gentlemen 
will pleafe to eonlider, that that Bill came before tbU 
Houfe in confequence of the Crown'* rcfigning, and th? 
Lord High Admiral of England's refigning, prcvioufly, a.11 
their Share in the Captures. I dpn-c tell Gentlemen that 
thii was done in any formal MeBage at the time when thi* 
fiil cook Place i on the contrary,! belicye^ thli Rcligiiation 

was 
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Annoij,Gco. was made three or four Years before: Bat if GentlemM 
llfVflp: will give thcmfclvcs leave to confult the Hiftory of/ that 
l/'V"\J Time^ they will find fuch a Ceffion was adually made. 
Now, Sir, tho* there is at prefent no High Admiral, yet I 
conceive the Commiifioners of the Admiralty have thatPoft 
in Truil for any future Admiral ; and I think they iiave 
a Right to take Care that his Privileges do not fuffer ; I am 
not (ure, Sir, but that they have a Right to be heard by Coon- 
iel upon this Point- In any Ihape I apprehend we ought to 
wait till we have a MefTage from the Crown, which I am 
perfuaded we (hall have if his Majetly (hall think that this 
Bill is of any Service to ,thc Nation.' 

Mr. Sandys, J 

Sir, 

^ What has fallen from the Gentleman who fpokc lafl, 

dlj^T iLqT' '^^"^^^ ^^^s Point to thisfmgle Confideration, Whether it is 

' in the fower of the Parliament of Great Britain to dlfpofe 

of the Pi'opcrty of Prizes taken from an Enemy ; or whc* 

thcr they belong to the Crown or the Nation ? Sir, I never 

thought that this could have admitted of any manner of 

Doubt ; and I have looked over the Hillory of the Time 

the honourable Gentleman has mentioned, but I cannot £od 

^ that this Houfe ever made any Application for leave to 

bring in this Bill. I can't find that either the QuecD, or 

Prince George, who was then Lord High Admiraf, were 

confulted about it ; I cannot find that any MefTage or Speech 

was delivered, which could give them a better Right than 

they had before to difpofe of Prizes. The Parliament 

thought it a right Bill» they therefore paiTed it without con- 

fulting either the Queen or the Admiral ; and the Meflage 

mentioned by the honourable Gentleman will be foain 

upon your Journals to have had no manner of Inflaeoce 

upon th«ir Proceedings at that time.* 

The Bill wa« afterwards ordered to be printed ; and ha?' 
ing paiTed both Houfes, received the Royal A (Tent. 

The 27th the Houfe proceeding to take his Majefty's 
T^ttg^zSodf Speech into ferther Confideration, Mr. Sandys cxprcfid 
of Marines, himfelf as/ollows : 

Sir, 
j^ g * His Majcfty, in his Speech from the Throne, having 

4y3 fif^"" been fo gracious as to tell us, that he had called us together, 

J Since Chancellor and Under-Treafitrer of the Excheqtuf^ 
mnd one of the Lords cf the Treafury; on fbe RefignatUM ij 
Sir Roiiri Walfole^ (Earl of Orfird.) 




f '53 ) 

Ittinrttme, fooner ibati has been ufual of Ute Vears^ that Annoij^CeoJ 
lie might have tbe immediate Advice and Aflillance of hii 11 * 7 IP- 
Purl iajn en t at this critical and important Conjuncture, f^ from L/'Y*Ni-' 
thencr^ thought it was the Duty of every Member of thi* 
Houfe, to confider our prefenc CircumftanceSj and* if he 
could think of any thing that might contribute 10 our Sue- 
ccfsin the prefent War, to lay it before theHoufe, thatj m 
Ctfe it fliooM be approved of, it might be offered as the "Ad- 
vice of this Houfc Co his Majelly . 

* For this Reafon, Sir, I hope I ftiall Hand excufed, m what 
I am to c#ffer to your Confideration ; for, I think, no Gen- 
tleman can be accufed of Prefumption, when he does no 
more than what h bis indtrpeni»ible l>aty, and what hia 
Majfily has told us he e^epefl^ from us, as Members of this 
Houfe. VVe have already in one Inflance anfWered hia 
Maje*ly*« Expeflations. We have laid before him the Ad- 
vice of his Parliament^ with refpefl ta the Conclufton of the 
War; What I am to offer, relates to the Method of con- 
dueling it. If the Advice 1 am to offer be approved of by 
this Houfe, I am convinced it will be blfowed by his Ma- 
jelly i and if it be followed, it wil! contribute towards the 
War\^ being brought to that Conclufion which we have 
advifcd his Majelly to a»m at. 

' Jn the Profecution of this War, Sir, there are two Things 
chiefly to be regarded. That is, the carrying it on in 
fach a manner^ as may be moil effedlual for compelling 
the Enemy to lubmit to reafonable Terms of Peace, and 
kail burdenfomr,and leaft intonveniem to ourfelvcs. 

• ¥ibm tbii Confideration* Sir, I^cannot but highly approve 
of what His Majerty has likewife been plea fed to communi- 
cate to us from the Throne ; I mean the raEfuigof a Body of 
Marines. At the Beginning of every War we mull necef- 
ikrjly be in fome Diltrefa lor want of Seamen ; bccaufe iti 
Time of Peace, no morAlen will breed themfclves up CO 
3ei, than are neceCiry for fupplying the Merchant Service, 
and the few Guard Ships and Men of War we keep in Com- 
mljEon in a Time of profound Tranquillity i which mull 
of courfe occafion a Dciiciency of Seamen when a War Hril 
breaks out ^ efpecially after the Nation has been, for a great 
Namber of Years, in a continued Sratc of Peace* This 
Deiiciency, which proceeds from the natural Courfe of hn* 
man Affairs, we can no way fupply at the Beguinui^ 0/ a 
War, bur by fending a Body of Land-Soldierscr Marineai to 
(crve on hoard our Men of War; unlcfs we (houid, Jof thh 
fake of fappiying our Men of War with all thorough bred 
S^ameo putati entire Stop to our Trade, which ought n«vcr 
Vol, W. X 10 
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Anno rj, Geo. to be dofie, but in the Cafe of imminent Danger firomiB 
II. i7jp. impending In vafion. 

O'^VX-^ * This is a Danger, Sir, which is far from being the certain 
Confequenct of every Wat we can bo^ engaged in; and 
. therefore, at the Beginning of every War which is not at- 
tended with any fuch Danger, as we have then no Occafion 
for keeping up a large Body of Land Forces at Home, we 
ought to indulge our Trade, by fending Land- Men, or 
Land Soldiers, to ferve as Marines on board our Men of 
"War, in order thereby to leave a fufficient Supply of expert 
Seamen for our Mcrchant*Service, and for carrying on ooir 
Trade ; for, as it is not our Intercft to make any Conqneft 
ufon the Continent of Europe, the Proteftionof our Trade 
is the only Motive, peculiar to onrfelves, that we can have 
for going to War ; and it would be very ridiculous in as to 
carry on a War for the Proteftion of oiir Trade, in fuch 
a manner as to dedroy it. And this, of putting a great 
Numl)er of Land Soldierp, by way of Marines, on board 
our Men of War, is the more prudent and the more neceO 
fary, becaufe, as few of our Merchant Ships carry more 
Men than are barely fufHcient for navigating the Ship, they 
can employ none but expert Seamen ; whereas a Man of 
War do;;s not require above one half, or one third, of her 
Complement, to be thorough bred Seamen. With regvd 
to the other half, or two thirds, as they are to be etnployed 
in Fighting, and are not neceflary for navigating the Ship, 
Land' Men may, in a few Days, be made as fit for the Ser« 
vice, as the moil expert Seamen whatever ; and, if^hofir 
Land-Men be fuch as have been bred to military Bffd- 
pline,they will be better, and more ufeful for making Ittva- 
iions and Incurfions upon the Enemy at Land, than the 
moft expert Seamen, very few of whom are ever bred to that 
fort of Difcipline, which is n^ifary to be obferved in 
Land Engagements. 

' Every Gentleman muft therefore highly approve of his 
Majefty*s having refolved to raife a Body of Marines ; and 
the manner of raiiing this Body of Marines, is what I am 
now to prppofe to you for your Confideration. In my Opi- 
nion, Sir, this Body of Marines ought to be raifed by mak* 
' ing proper Draughts out of the regular Regiments now ott 

Foot in Britain and Ireland; becaufe, I think, a Body of 
Marines raifed in this manner, will be more ufeful agaidft 
the Enemy, and not only lefs expenfive, but more convenient 
to oucfelves, than a Body of raw, undifciplined Men, newlj 
raifed for that Purpofe. As the Spaniards have no Tradv 
and very few Ships at Sea, we cannot prcrpofe to forae theitf 
to agree to iJKch. Terms as w« can fafely or honoarably 'ac- 
cept 




cept of, TSTiIefi wc attack them at I^nd, In fomc Part of A»noij,Cea 

their Dominions* I think we ought to attack them in I^^ ^UP- 

every Part. When I hy fo, Ido not mean, that we ihoadi L^t'^Ni^ 

endeavour to make a Conqueft of any Part of their Domi^ 

nioRs in Europe; but, I think, we ought to have a Flec'^ 

with 5 or 6000 Marines und Land Fo^c^^s, continujilly 

hovering aboac the CoaHs of Spain^ and making Jijvafjona 

at tvtry Place where they can find a proper Oppormnity f 

for, DOtwitfefiAndjag the naoierous Land Ann ^ now kept 

up JA that Count ry^ they cannot have 5 or 6000 Men at 

every Place whe^e our Troops m^y land, and therefore^ 

with fuch a Body of Land- Forces we may plunder aod de- 

ftroy many Parts of their Country, and kerp their inaritime 

Provinces in a continual Alarm: aijd, far this Purpore, I 

am fure a Body of Marines drawn from dur regular^ and^ 

I hope, well-difdplincd Regiments, will be much more fcr- 

vic cable, than a Body of Marines compofcd of raw and 

undiicjplined Men* 

^ A» for the Spanifh Dominions in America, Scr, I believe 
DO Man qncilbns but that we ought to attock them. Niy, 
we ought not only to attack tncm, but ue ought to fake and 
hold iome of them^for the future Security of our Trade in 
that Part of the World ; and, if difcipiined Troops are not 
bcuer than raw and undjfcip lined Men for that Piirpofe, I 
am lure we have been at a great £x pence in keeping up 9 
numerous Army for many Yeari to no Purpoie, 1 indeed 
wonder* that a large Detachment of our regular Troops ha$ 
not been already (ent into that Coontry. In my Opinion, 
If we bad contldered wh^t we were about, or what was thf 
mod probable and effirdual way, either of diibe fling the 
Enemy, or gaining an Advanuge to our{eIves> we Ihoufd 
h*ive begun Hofliliticf^by fending a wclUproviuctl Squadron 
ifld Army to America. This we might have done without 
declaring War, Ii was time enough to declare War whrn 
they were arrived there and ready to attack the Enemy* If 
we had done this, we might in a thorttime, perhaps before 
now, have been in PoiklBon of what would h^ve forced 
Spain to agree to our Terms, 

* But this. Sir, is Time pad, which ts not to be recalled ; 
let U5 therefore look forward, and 4o the beft we can. in 
Time to come, J have fhewn that a Body of Marines, drawo 
from our regular Regimi^ni*, will be the mofl ferviceable for 
attacking the Enemy, and it is certam, that tliis Method 
wiU be the leall expenfive, and moll convenient for ourfelves. 
By this Method^ the additional Charge will be but very 
inconfiderable ; and the Country will be freed from the In- 
convenience and Ex pence of quancfing a great Number of 
X z ^ ufcicfs 
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-AnQo i;, Gcb. ufelefs Troops. I fay ufelefs, Sir, and, I think, I may moft* 
^^73P- jullly fay fo; for, in a War with Spain, every Man that if 
^**^»"*^ kept in this lAand, above the Number that is abfolutely 
ncceffary in a Time of the moft profound Tranquillity, muft 
be allowed to be ufelefs. We cannot be in the leaft Danger 
of an Invafion from that Country, confidering the prefent 
Circumftances of the two Nations. We were never more 
united amongll ourfelves, than we are at prefent. There 
is a mod general, and, I am fure, a moft juft Indignation 
againft the ^.Spaniards, ftirred up in every Corner of the 
three Kingdoms, and among all Ranks and Degrees of 
Men ; and therefore, we can be in no Danger of an Invafion 
from thence, unlefs it were to be made with fuch a Number 
of Troops as would be fufficient to conquer the three King- 
doms, This we know they cannot accomplifh : There is 
not in all Spain, Ships enough for tranfporting fuch a Num- 
ber of Troops; and, if they had Ships, they could not, in 
the whole Kingdom of Spain, find Provifions enough for 
vidlualiing fuch a numerous Fleet of Tranfports. 

/ We can therefore. Sir, have no Ufe for fuch a numerous 
Army here at Home ; and, fince we have no Ufe for them ' 
here at Home, for this Reafon alone, if we had no other» 
we ought to fend a great Number of them to ferve as Ma* 
rines on board our Men of War. But I have already 
fhewn, that they mufl be of more Service both at Sea and 
at Land, than raw, undifciplined Men can be fuppofed tobe ; 
and therefore I (hall add no more, but conclude with mov- 
ing, That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, 
Jiumbly to lay before him, as the Advice of this Houfe, that 
he would be pieafed to give Dircdlions, that the Body of 
Marines intended to be raifed, may be done in the moii' 
frugal manner, ancf put upon the lead expenfive Eilablifli* 
ment, by having as many private Men, and as few Officers, 
.as the Nature of the Service will admit ; OEconomy at 
firft fetting ouf^ being abfolutely neceflary to enable us to 
fupport his Majefty in the vigorous Profecution of this War ; 
and as Draughts from the prefent Regiments of Foot, which 
are all equally proper to be employed, either- by Land or 
Sea, will be" attended with the leail Expence, as well as be 
molt expeditious for any immediate Service, humbly to re- 
commend that Method to his Majefty, in tender Compaifioa 
to his People, already burdened with many heavy and grie- 
vous Taxes ; and, to affure his Majefty, whenever he ihall 
judge it neceffary to increafe the Corps, from whence fuch - 
Draughts are made, that his faithful Commons will moft 
readily enable him to do it i being fully convinced, that their 

Safet}', 
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Safety, and all that is dear to them, confift in the Prefcrva- Annoi3,«eb. 
tion of his Majcfty and the Protellant Succefiion.' i>^rv 1 

Philip Gibbon, Eiq; * vxy 

Sir, 

• The Method propofcd by my Hononrablc Friend for PhillnGibboa, 
laifing a Body of Marines, I el ways thought fo reafonable, ^^ 
chat when the Regiments were lali Summer brought from 

Jrekod, I imagined they were brought over for that very 
Parpofe; and therefore, I could not but be in fome fort of 
Surprize to hear fuch Complaints for want of Seamen, and 
CO fee oar Trade fo much interrupted and diftrefTed by Pref« 
fing and Embargoes, whilft thele Regiments, and all oar 
other Regiments of Foot in Great Britain, were lying idle 
in their Quarters, and oppreffing all the inns and other 
PablicHoufes in the Kingdom. Nay, even when I heard, 
by hit Majefty's Speech from the Throne, that we were to 
have a Body of Marines, I ftill imagined, they were to be 
raifed by fending fome of our Foot-Regiments, or Detach- 
ments from all of them, to ferve on board our Ships of War ; 
and this continued to be my Opinion, till I faw the £iii- 
Ynates which have been delivered inio this Seilion of Par- 
Uamenr. 

• Bnr, Sir, when I faw thefe Eftimate?, I was aftonifhed to 
CO find, chat what was to be called a Body of Matines, was 
to confift of fix Regiments of Land* Forces, all to be new 
raifed, and to confilt mollly of Men never trained to any 
lore of martial Diicipline either at Land or Sea. This cer- 
cainly is loading the Public with a very great, and, in my 
Opinion, a very unneceffary, additional Charge, and forming 
a new Body of Land-Forces, which are not, I hope, to be 
employed as Marines, or in any other manner fent againli 
Che Enemy ; for, furely, if we have a Mind to profecVice 
che War with Vigour ; if we exped, or intend to have Suc- 
cefs in the War, we ought to employ our oldeft and beft 
Cbrps in the Profecutioo of it, and keep our youngell, or 
new-raifed Regiments at Home, till they have made them- 
lelves fo much Mafters of military Difcipline, as to be fit to 
be employed againft the public Enemy. This was the Me- 
Chod we took in the Profecution of the laft War : We were 
not then fo much terrified with Invafions, tho* we were often 
chreatened with them, by an Enemy that had fome fort of 
Power CO pat fuch Threats in Execution ; I fay, we were not 
chen fo much terrified with fuch Phantoms, as to keep our 
beft Troops at Home to defend us from them. If we had, 

we 
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Annot},Ceo.we (hoold not have had fuch Succefs in the War Abroad t 
II' 17 ^f- where^ if we had been anfuccefsful, the Danger of an Inva- 

(/'V'^J £on at Home would have become not only real but irrefif- 
tible. 

* If it be really neceflary to raife new Regiments of Xaiidr 
Forces, let them be raifed.upon the fame Footing with the 
other Land Forces, in ox:der to re-place thofe that are to be 
fent againil the Enemy, or employed on board our Ships of 
War. Even this would fave the Public fome of that Ez- 
pence I find calculate in the Eflimate, for the fix new Regi- 
mentSy which are to be called Marines. But do. not let iit 
fend raw and undiiciplined Men upon any Expedition againft 
the Enemy, when we have fuch a Number of old Rest- 
ments, that mud be allowed to be more fit for that Purpofe. 
Thefe we ought to fend Abroad, even fuppoiing that we 
were in immediate Danger of being invaded with a formi* 
dable Number of Troops, and therefore obliged to keep fuch 
• numerous Land-Army at Home as we now have in Bri- 
tain and Ireland ; becaufe, by carrying the War to the Ddort 
of our Enemy, we may prevent its being brought to our 
own. But, as I think we neither are, nor can be in any 
fuch Danger, as long as Spain continues alone in the War 
againil us, I cannot think we have as yet any Occaiion fi>r 
raiiing any new Regiments: I muft think, we can fpare, oat 
of thofe we have pow upon the Eflabliihment, a fufide&t 
Number for our Ships of War, and likewife tor invading 
the Enemy both in Europe and America; and therefore I 
ihall conclude with feconding the Motion^ which my worthy 
Friend has been pleafed to make.' 

Sir William Yonge. 
Sir, 
Sir William ' ^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ heard that, according to the old Maxim.of 
Tonge. our Conflitutioo, the King isinvefted with the fole Power df 
making Peace and War ; but, from the late Condud of 
fome Xjentlemen in this Houfe, I begin to doubt whether 
this ought to be allowed as a Maxim in our Conftitution. 
There are fome amongft us who, of late Years, have taken 
upon them to prefcribe to his Majefly not only' when, but 
iK>w he is to make both Peace and War. In the laft Seffioo, . 
there were, among us, many Gentlemen who feemed willing 
tfi prefcribe to his Majefly, when he was to make War: la 
this Seffion, we have already, by an Addrefs, prefcribed to 
him how he is to make Peace ; and now it is propoledf 
that, by another Addrefs, we fhould prefcribe to him how 
l^e is to make War. Our iafl Addrefs, tho' Icould not thuk 
it altogether fo decent^ I did not oppofe, becaufe I (aw no bad 
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eqnencei it cooM be attentlcd with, anc 
lirved* that what was^ thereby re com rn ended, was what his 
MajeUy had prcvicmfl/ refolved on, as a Rale from which 
he was not todep:irt in any future Treaty of Pe^ce; ^nd, as 
1 did not then oppofe ic^ I fhajl not now dnd fault with it, 
cfpeciallyfince it is become the AH of this Houfe^ by being 
onanimoufly agreed to; fur \ (hiU never rncfulge myfelf in 
chat Liberty, which h too often taken by others, of finding 
fau!r with any thing that has once had the Sandion of this 
AiTembly. 

* But as to the Addrefs now propofcd, Sir, I (hall becx- 
tremely forty, if it Ibould be approved of by the Majority 
«f thfa Houfc. Let it be confidered in what Light yoa will, 
it is fach a one as I mnil oppofe. If it be confidered as a 
Rule to be prefcribcd to his Majefly, wi^h regard to the 
Methods of CJrrytng on the War^ I muft Jook upon it aa 
difrefpeflbl to the Crown, and an gfiirping of a Province, 
which, by our ConiUtuiior, does not belong to this Houfe. 
Arvd if it is to be confidered as an Advice humbly offered to 
the Crown by this Houfe, I mull be againft Jr, becaufc I 
think k would be a very bad Advice, and fuch a one as 
might be attended wich the moll fttal Confequencei. Bur, 
fuppofe It did not appear fo to me ; fuppofe I could not de- 
termine wherher the Advice be right or wrong, yet I 
Ihould oppofe rtj becaufe I Ihall always think it wrong in of, 
and inconfitlent with the Dignity of this Houfe, to pretend 
to give Advice in any Cafe, where it is impoHible for us ca 
be proper Judges. We may judge of national Rights, and 
may advife his Majejly not to agree to any Terms of Peace, 
nnkfs thofe Rights be fuITy eilabtifhed ; but it is impolEble 
for us to judge of the proper Methods for profecuttng a 
War, or of the Number or Nat si re of the Troops that 
ought lo be employed in that Profccution. It isimpoffibie 
for us to bt compeEcnt Judges in this refpe^l, without 
knowing all that fecret Intclh'gcnce, both from Spain and 
from the other Parti of Europe, which his Maje%,and thofc 
rhiefly employed by him^ may be fuppofed to be Matters of; 
Slid this, I think, no Gentleman, that wifhes welt to bii 
Coun try, would defire to have bid before us* If it wcrr, 
wc could not exped to make any future Advantigc of that 
Iniclligcncf J and much lefs could wc cxped to have anj 
eiorc (uch Intelligence; for it generally comes frv^m thofc, 
who would never give any Tuch, if they thought it could 
ever be diicovered from whence it came ; which would fooa 
he the CafCj if it were to be laid before fuch a Dismtraiw 
_ Aifcmbly, 

■ * Thuf , I think. Sir, it h evident, that, tbo' the Advicie now 
I |>ropoJed 
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Annojj.Gco.propofed fhould even appear to us to be right, it would be 
IX. J739. wrong in us to offer it: But from the Confidence J havcjin 

i/'^NOO his Majefty's Wifdom and Conduft, the Advice itfelf muft 
appear to me to be wrong. I very well know, that public 
OEconomy and Frugality are fine Topics for Gentlemen to 
}iarangue upon. Frugality in the Management of public 
Affairs will always, I know, be a mod popular Pretence for 
, finding fiult with, and traducing the Condu6l of Miniflers; 
fthd 1 (hall readily grant, that it is in itfelf a very commend- 
able Thing. But it mult be allowed, that it may be puihed 
too far ; and . then it hemes ridiculous. It then deviates 
into that contemptible Quality called Miferlynefs ; which 
in public, as well as private Life, may prove the Ruio of" 
thole that are governed by it. Such Men often allow them- 
felves to be dellroyed, .rather than be at the Rxpencc of 
faving thcmfclvts. §lu'id refert tnorboy an furtis^ pereamm 
rapinis? was the Refledtion long fince put into the Mouth 
of a Mifer, who would not be at the Expence of purchafing 
the Medicines that were proper for removing a moft dange- 
loas Diilemper. War I look on as a National^ DiHemper, 
and it is always a dangerous one. The proper Medicine* 
are Fleets and Armies. If you will not be at the Expence 
of providing thofe Medicines, you muft be deftroyed; and; 
if you do not provide a fufficient Dofe, thofe you are at the 
Expence of, lofe their Effeft and you ruin yourfelf into the 
Bargain. 

* This I take to be our prefent Difpute. For my pwn 
Part, Sir, I do not pretend to know what Number, or what 
Sort of I'roops may be neceflary, either for our, Safe-guard 
at Home, or for attacking the Enemy Abroad ; becaufc, I 
neither know the Danger we are in, nor how our Enemies 
are provided to repel our Attack. But I prefume, and, I 
think, r ought to prefume, that his Majefty is well ac- 
quainted with both ; and therefore, I am willing to fubmiC 
to his Judgment, both as tq the Number and Quality of the 
Troops that are to be employed, either for our Safe-guard 
at Home, or for attacking our Enemies Abroad. This»I 
think, is a Sjbmiffion which is the Duty of every SubjeA} 
but with regard to the Nature or Quality of the Troops to 
be fent Abroad, or kept at Home, I think we muft concJude^ 
even from the Nature of the Thing, that, if we are ia 
Danger of being invaded, our beft Troops arc to be kept at 
Home for our Defence. The Circumftances of the prefent 
War, are very different from thofe of the great War in 
the Queen's Time. We had then a nomerous and powerfiil 
Alliance : Our Enemies were attacked in their own Donii* 
nions, with as numerous Armies as they could provide ftc 

(heif 



( i6i ) 

thcif Defence I fo thatthejr could not f pare an Army for Anno q, Geo. 
Imrading us : The Troops we fent Abroad, went but a jttilc HiJ^' 
mray off from ibis IfUnd^ and therefore could be re-c^Ued at V-/y^^> 
a fliort Warning. AIL thcfe Circamllances arc nowdireftljr 
otbcfwifc; and thercfarewe cannot, in Pruticnce, hold ihe 
faincCon<Jo£l. Bafj if our Condu^ in that Warmer jn any 
other War we were ever engaged m, is to be a Rule for ouf 
Condu£l in this I am furc we cannot agree to the prefcnt 
Motion. Jn the War in the late Queen's Time, vvc were 
fo f4r (rem making Draughts from our ofd RegimeriM, for 
the Service of our Navy, that we not only railod fix Regi- 
ment of Marines, but alfo fix Regiments cf Land-Soldiert, 
to ferve on board our Ships of War. I believe, no Prece- 
dent can be ftiewn fjr what is now propofed : I am con- 
vinced no Example an be found, of our having ever made 
Draught* from regular, w'cll-difciplined Regiments, to older 
to emptoy them as Marines on board our Navy. I muft 
beg leave. Sir, to fay^ that, in my Opinion^ it would be ri- 
dicitlonsj for I cannot but think, that new- railed Troops 
are as good on board a Man of War, as wcH-dirciplined 
Soldiers. In fighting a Ship, there are no MarcheSp or 
Counter- marches ; There is no Part of the Land-Difcipline 
re4^utred^ but that of loading and firing the Muflcet ; and h 
Country Fellow fronl the Plough » may, in three Dsys, be 
taught to do this as adroitly a$ the moil expert Soldier in 
the Afmf . 

« It feems to be granted on all Sldes^* Sir, that the raifing 
of^ a Body of Mannea is necefli ry* The only Queftjon is^ 
wbetJier that Body ihould be formed by making Draughts 
ffOOlt aad coitfequently diminjlliing our Army, or by ratfmg 
ttew Corp» for that Purpofe ; and, the Decerminfition of 
thJa Queltion muft depend upon the Danger we fcem to be 
In of being attacked at Home. I fttould think we are in 
tfome fuch Danger, if it were for no other Reafop but be- 
C^afe his Majefiy fcemi to thtnk, that we ought not todioii- 
nifli our Army ; bat there are, in my Opinion, fcvciaj other 
^ery faficient Rfafons for thinking fo. I fti;ili_idmn, that 
Spain cannot invade us with fuch ah Army ai would be fuf* 
ficieni for conquering the three Kingdoms; but even Spaia 
m^y invade us with luch an Army a* may be fufHcient for 
flixring upa Civii War in every one of thetJirce Kingdoms. 
We appear, it jotrue, at prcfcnt^ very much united amongll 
ourfelvei j but I doubt much jf we at^ fo. There arc IbU 
gieat Niimbert of Men, in every one of the three King- 
domt, dififfe^cd to ha M^jtily and hit Family. Tbfi 
SiCalSedtoti, all of them that have any Wifdom will uk* 
CAre not to Acw till they have a good Opportujiuy : They 
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AfiiiOM>6eo.wil) appear an ited, and will join with the reft of their 
"• *7i^ Coantrymcn in the general and juft Outcry againft theSpa- 

V-/^V"'^^ Diards ; but if even a fmall Body of Spanifh Troops were 
landed in their Neighbourhood, they would foon change 
their Note : They would then take off the Mafk, and 
join with that Body in endeavouring to force the Pretender 
upon us. Thus the Flame of a Civil War would be blown 
op in the Kingdom, and, whilft we were engaged in a Civil 
War at Home; I believe it will be allowed, that we could not 
profecute the War with Vigour Abroad. 

• I muft, upon thisOccafion, Sir, obfervc, that Miniften 
are generally treated in a manner not quite fo candid. With 
regard to Dangers, and Preparations againil thofe Dangers,' 
it IS impoflible for them to guard againit thofe who arc wil- 
ling to find fault with their Conduft. If impending Dangers 
are prevented from falling upon the Nation, by the Prepa- 
rations our Minifters make againft them, which, I have 
good Reafon to believe, has often been the Cafe within thefe 
twenty Years, it is then aflertcd, with great Confidence, bjr 
thofe who have a Mind to find fault, that no fuch Dangers 
ever exifted ; and that, therefore, the Nation was pat to a 
needlefs Expcnce, by thofe Preparations that were made for 
preventing them. On the other hand, if any Danger or 
Misfortune fhould ad^ually fall upon the Nation, the* pro- 
ceeding from the moft fudden, unforefeen, and unexposed 
Caufe, which, thank God ! has not been our Cafe forthet^ 
twenty Years, it would then be pretended, that the Danger 
or Misfortune might eafily have been forefeen, and our Mini- 
fters would be blamed for not having forefeen and provided 
againft it. In our prefent Cafe, the Dangers of this War 
may blow over ; we may, at laft, force Spain to agree to 
reafonable Terms, without being invaded by that Power, or 
attacked by any other Power in Europe ; and, if this fhoaM 
be our good Fortune, as I hope it will, I expert to beat 
warm Harangues againft the needlefs Expence the Nation 
was put to during the War; by maintaining greater Armies 
and Squadrons than were neceffary in a War agaiQ^ Spain. 
But I fliall never allow fuch Harangues to have any eftfi 
upon me. f believe we are now in no great Danger oif 
being invaded by Spain. I hope we are in no great Danger 
of being attacked, during this War, by any other Power in 
Europe ; but I am fully convinced, that this happy Socnritf 
proceeds from the Preparations we have made, and the Mca« 
fures we have taken. At the Begihning of the Raptnrf» 
Spain feemed to have fome View of invading us. This we 
rouft fuppofe, from their having marched fo many of thejjr 
Troops into Gallicia^ which is the Province th^ lies next to^ 

and 



and m&ft cOEivefiirne for invading Britain or Ireland* By Anno r;,0^ 

the IVrpirftiions wc have maae, they now fee they cannot n^7l^. 

cmrry their Dtfjgn into Execution i bgt, if wc fhould diml- C^r^N./ 

oiih our Anny, by fending a great Number of our Troops 

to fervt on bt^uid our Men of WsTp or toiittack the SpaniJh 

Dominions cither in Europe or America, thev would ccr* 

Wimiy refumc their firll Defign, and might land fuch a Body 

Qf Troops, as, tii Conjun£lion wirii the Difef!c£ted ai Home, 

mighc liir up a dangerous Coniidl in the very Bowel i of 

our own Dominions ; and in that C^fe, I do not know but 

tliat tho^e very Gentlemen who arc t)ow for fending guf 

IVoop* nut, would re fled upon our Minii!erB» for having 

advilcJ hU Miijody to comply wkh their Requcft. They 

would then of cour(e hy^ that our Miniilers ought to have 

known i>ettcr th^^n ibey^ md that they ought to have in* 

fyiinicd them of the Danger, in which Cafe they would noc 

have made fuch a Rf quell. 

* fhif^, Sir, might be tho Confequence of our diminifh- 
ing our Artnyi wuh regard to Spaing but there h another 
iJiirigcr we lie expufed tOp and which we ought co gttard 
agniiiU. Spain it as yet alone itt the War ^igdinfl ua, and 
v/hAt the continues fo* I hope we may with Reafon flatter 
our fe]ve0» that ihe willjind herielf unequally matched; but, 
tjicre arc other Poweri in Europe who would be glad to fee 
ihi* Nation humbled » and confequcntly would be glad' of zn 
Opportunity for bringir>g it about. If we fhould leave 
cmflelvei defcncclefs at Home, it might encourage them to 
join with Spain ag:iinll us; for, the firii Eftcd of that Con- 
federacy woutd cerr.iinly be an Attempt to invade thit 
Kingdom, Kor this Re;iron, we oughr to be io much upon 
our Guard, a^ to be prepared againlt all poffiblc Event*. 
Nay* J do not know, but that the Preparations wc have 
made, tnd the other wife Mcafure» his Mn^eily hai been 
pleaded to lak;, are the chief Caufc of Sptiiu's being ycc 
afone in the War agiinft us* 

* From thefc Confiderattoni, Sir, I mud be of Opinion, 
that this Motion really ij, humbly todciirc hi& Majcily, that 
lie would be pleafed lo letive his Kingdom defencdels, and 
our prefeni happy EAablifiiment agaiu expofeJ to the doubt- 
Ail Chancf of a Civil War h has been once already ex- 
pofid 10 ihii ChAncei and we mull ilill reflet with Ter- 
for, <h»t the Scales were pretty near equal* tho' the Difaf- 
leatJ had then tio foreign AihlUncfp nor was fomuchai 
C4^tinrcf)cificed by any Potentate in Europe* Cod knowa 
what might be the Confrq^jenct, if a Body of foreign Vc- 
ttf an* f>rtre thrown into the Rebel-Scale* and the Kebeli 
codtiunanocd aaJ fupporteii by one at le;^llj perhaps by two 
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Annoi;,Gco. of the mofl formidable Potentates in Eorope. I am- ^ 
II. I73P from thinking, Sir, that the Honourable Gentleman wi(} 
made, or the Honourable Gentleman who feconded this 
Motion, had any bad Intention, or that they viewed theiy 
Motion in thfe Light I do ; but as I view it in the Light I 
have mentioned, I mud think it would^ in ifie^be contrary 
to my Allegiance to agree to it.' 

George Lyttleton, Efq; 

Sir, 

GcorgiLyttle- * I hope I need make no Profeffionj of my Attachment 

ton, Ef^ to the King and his Family. The Honour and Duty I owe 

to their Perfons (tho* no Man living has more) are yet the 

lead "ind weaked Bonds to confirm that Attachment. It is 

the Conftitution of my Country which they came to pre- 

fiei ve, that ties my Allegiance to them, for the Sake of tjjc 

Whole. This, Sir, is my Principle ; and upon thif, I hope, 

I may found as high Pretenfions to Zeal for their ' Service 

and Glory, and for the Support of his Majedy's Government 

againdall his open and fecret Enemies, and be believed a| 

fmcere and warm in them, as any Gentleman here. And, 

S* erefore, if I could think, that my Compliance with the 
otion made by my worthy Friend, could poffibly afled the 
Security of his Majedy's Crown, by leaving him without a 
proper Defence, the Hon. Gentleman himfelf could not b(S 
moreaverfe to it than I. But fure. Sir, out of an Army qf 
eight or nine and twenty thoufand Men,^ Draughts might be 
I made for our Sea-Service^ without leaving the Kingdom de- 

fencelefs. Sure, there would remain difciplined Troops 
enough to fecure us till Recruits cpM be raifed. If the Hon. 
(jentlemah thinks not, it is the word Compliment that ever 
was made to the Army. 

' No Man can be more zealous than I, for drengthening hi| 
Majedy^s Hands as much as is poflible ; but, upon the fame 
Principle from which I declare for fupporting the War, from 
the fame Principle, from which I ihall agree to the Number 
of Men afked by his Miniders, I am for raidng them in 
the manner that has been propofed by this Motion. We 
may play with Words as we pleafe, but this and Marines 
that are to be raifed, are no more Marines than every Regi- 
* inent of Foot in the Kingdom : The only Difference is, thit 
the new^aifedMen will have all their Bufinefs to learn, 
iyhereas tlie others have^'learned half of it, and are ready at 
hand ; the lall are Soldiers, tho' not Sailors, but the others 
are neither Soldiers nor Sailors, and to make them either, 
^ . will take up a great deal of Time; fo that if there is any 

service to^be done by them, it is very evident which we 
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ftooid chtife. If you had a Journey to make, an^ fix good 
Horfes v/cll in the Stable^ woufd yon ftay to buy and break 
px ficw on^s before you fei out? 

* Bat 10 talk of this Thing upon the Foot of the Ex- 
pence of it alone. As the Nation gives whatever h ougKt, 
this M aillry ftiould fave whatever ihey can. We are niofi 
Willing CO forniih his Majefty with all the \foney his Ser- 
vice requires ; but certainly, Sir, we have not more than 
we want i and, thereforCj good OEconomy, tho* it be at 
ill times a n^ceflary Virtue, is more indifpcnfab'y fd now, 
when our Expfnces inuft be fo great, and when we may feci 
the Lofs of every Shillingshat we throw idly away, in fome 
eilential Service that may ft^ier for want of it. Sir, God 
forbid that in a War like the prefers t, which ocrr Mini- 
Iters did not enter into lightly or wanfonly, but in mfre 
Conformity to the known Scntimeot^ and Defires of the 
Nation, God forbid that, if any finitVer Accident, any Mis- 
fortune fhould happen, they fhouSd he charged with ic, or be 
to anfwer for any Event wjrich, it ihr*]l appearj thry could 
DOC command 1 but what they are jallly refponfible for W^ 
that the public Money tliould not be fquandered ; and if, 
in any Particular, it be found that they have failed in thrs 
Part of their Duty, that they have not adviM his Majefly 
witb a due regard to thi& Principle, then diould this Great 
Council interpofc, and give fuch Ad vice^ &5 they ow'c to 
their King and Country in thisimporfant Coujunaurei and, 
in this Light, I fee the Motion made by my Honourable 
Frjeod. But, it is not only the E?f pence, prefent or future, 
the needkf* Pay of fo many Officers, their Half pay here- 
after. Pay Mailer, Deputies, and all the reft of that Equi- 
page ; it i& not only thfs which we have to coofider ; There 
IS another Point before us of Uill greater Importance, What, 
Sir* at a Time when the whole Nation is fo ftrong!y a- 
iarmed at the Influence attending fo ni:iny Places, civil and 
milirary, without any Colour of Neceflity, agairtft all Rules 
of OEconomy, wantonly to add to that influence, to create 
new Places t new Dependences! How wilt this be thought 
of? how will this appear to the World f Won*t it look like 
taking Advantage, an unfair, indecent Advantage of the 
generous Confidence placed in his Majefly by his People and 
Parliament, upon aU Demands made by him for the Support 
of this War, to increafe that Power in the Crown, from the 
Growth of which they dread fo many Mifchiefs ? 

* Sir^ no! for the prcfent only, but for all our future Deli- 
berations concerning Supplies, there is one Caution [ beg 
H leave to recommend to this Houfe, and that h, always to 
■ p^vc k ia our Thoughu^ thai 10 3 free Coallitution of Go^ 
H veramenta 
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^nnA 13, Ceo vernment, there is no Seafon fo dangerous, as the Time of 
U' I7JP- a popular War ; for, it has been in the Heat of fuch Wars, 

Vi/V^.^ that almoft all free Sutes, ancient and modern, have been 
induced to make Conceffions, wink at Encroachments awl 
eUablifh Precedents, that have ended afterwards in the cn« 
tire Lofs of their Liberties. Sir. I hope the very Reverfe 
will happen here, and that we fhall, at the fame time, at- 
tend to the Recovery of fuch of our Rights as have been 
invaded Abroad, and to the fecuring of fuch as may hlw 
been weakened at Home. I think it js the Defign of this 
Motion, to prevent* our being in Danger from the further 
Increafe of Influence, of their (our Rights) being weakened 
yet moce. 

* As to the Pradice of former Times, it muft be coafi- 
dered, that we never had any thing like fuch an Army at 
Home in thefe Kingdoms before, and therefore targe 
Draughts out of the Forces here could not have been made 
then, fo fafely as now; the Remainder would not baT% been 
a fuflicient Guard to us till Recruits could be raified ; bnt^I 
apprehend, we make fuch Draughts in full Security now; 
and this, 1 think a fufficient Anfwer to what was faid by the 
worthy Member who fpoke )aft. Sir, I (hall trouble yttt 
no farther now, but heartily concur wUh this Motion.* 

Henry Fox, Efq; 
Sir, 
Henry Fox, < It is a general Obfervation in all Debates, that thbft 
^% who fpeak upon the right Side of the Queition, are geso- 
, rally the moft moderate and cool in the Argument.^ uA 
this, I think, was never more apparent, than in the prtfeat 
Debate. When I firft heard the Motion, 1 thought it wis 
a Motion that could not poffiMy occafion any Heat or Aai- 
iDofity amongft us ; but in this refpe£t I fiftd myfelf di^ 
pointed, as I have oftei^ been upon the like Occafions } it 
' fome of thofe that have fpoke in favour of the Motion^ have 
beeta pleafed, I think mod unneceiiarily, to make Ufe of 
Ibme very warm Expreffions. As the prefent QnefUon caa, 
in no Light, be confidered any other way than as a DiffMo 
about the moft proper Method for raiiing or fbrnfinga Bodjr 
of Marines, I can fee no Reafon Gentlemen have for roi* 
ning themfelves into a Heat upon the Subjedl, or far mak- 
ing Ufe of any warm Refledion againft thofe, who difir 
from them in Opinion ; and, I am fure, if Gentlemea 
would keep clofe to the Subjeft, and take Care to makf no 
Exciirfions into Matters that have no Relation to it, the 
Ptbate would be foon esdiaoftcd ; becaulf I aauft think it a 
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ate quite foreign lo any thing tbat can properly come Anno 
I Day hfifore us?.' II 

No Gcndcmafi, I find. Sir, has queftioned its being 
icceilary for us ta mtfe or form a Body of Marines. If 
^if had bctn the Qucftion, we might have taken it into 
^onMcration, even before ivc had reud or considered any of 
the Ejlimitcs for the enfuing Year'; but the prefent Debate 
i muU took upon as anticipating the Confederation of the 
Ediijiates laid before a* for ihe Service of ihe cnfuing Year, 
before they have been read, I believe, by any Gentleman in 
this tioufe ; for if a 5ody of Marines is to be formed^ tt 
itmnft be formed either by raifing new Corps f*>r that Pur- 
pc^fc^ or by employing fome of the Ri^giments we have al- 
ready on Foot in that Service, [f you chufe the latter 
MethoiJ, you diminifh the Number of l.and Forces that are 
CD be kept up for the enfumg Year ; and is not eh is, there- 
fore, debating the Qucilion about the Number of Land* 
Forces that are t6 be kept op *br the enfuing Year; be- 
fore you have fo mu:h as read the Edtjnate of the Charge 
of the Guards, G^rrifons, and oiher his Majelly'i Land- 
Forces, for the Year 1740, which wai but YeAerday laid 
before you? Some Gentlemen, who ate more diligent than 
1, may perhaps already have csifl their Eye upon this 
Eftimate, but I mild confcfs, that I have not fo much as 
looked at it; nnd confidering its being fo lately laid be^ 
fore us, and that there was no Probability of its coming 
under our Confideraiioo before Ta*morrow, I cannot, in thii 
fefpefl, accufe myfctf of any Negleft of Duty, But 
whatever may be in this, whether t am guilty of a Ncg* 
left or no, as 1 have not feen the Ell 1 mate, 1 cannot take 
upon me to determine, whtcher the Addrefs propofed be 
proper or not, and therefore I cannotat prefent agree to it. 

f* Thb^ Sir, muii with me be a prevailing Reafon for being 
DOW againft the Motion, and ought, I think, to be fo witli 
tvery Gentleman that is in the fame Circumftanccs with me, 
whatever they may be hereafter i boc there is another Rca- 
fon, a Reafon arifing from our ufual Form of Proceedings^ 
that makes me againlt the Motion at prefent. I think it 
was wrong to introduce fuch & Motion , and it would be mor* 
wrong to enter into the Merits of it, whilft we are in a 
Houfe. As it 13 a Motion that iclaies to the Number o! 
Troops ED be kept up for the enfuing Year» it h proper 
only for a Committee, where Gentlemen have Leave ta 
fpeak feverai times upon the fame Qucilion. and may rift 
up ai of^cnas Occafion requires to explain Fa£ts, and anfwer 
Arguments or Objeftions, th^t cnn, perhaps, be explained 
and anfwered by none butthemfclvei. I have not, indeed, 
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AhnoigytieoKeard nny Arguments made ufe of in favour et the QaeP 
^b^^^ tion, but fuch as, I think, may be eafily anfwercd by any 
"*^ ' Gentleman in the Houfe ; but others may be of a different 
Opinion ; and one Gentleman has already fpoke againft the. 
Motion, who, couid he b'2 allowed to (peak again, as he 
would be, if we were in a Committee, would, I am certain, 
be able to anfwer every Argument in favour of the Motiony 
to the Convidioh of laofi Gentlemen prefent. 

* Whether out of 28 or 29,000 Men, a fuftcient NaxA' 
ber may be. fpared for Sea-Service, without leaving the 
Kingdom defenceJefs, isa Quedion, St, which, I think, we 
cannot enter into at prefent. The Eilimates are, it is triiCi 
before us, but as I have not, and, I be'ieve^ few Gentlemen., 
have, looked into themy I. do not know what Number of 
Land-Forces we have on Foot, nor do I know what Nam- 
ber his Majeily thinks neceffary for the enfuing Year. 
From what I hive heard, I believe, his Majedy hasoiDg* 
mented his Land-Forces: I think it was neceilary M 
ihould ; and when I look into the Eftimates, if it From 
thence appears, that his Majc^fly thinks 2S or 29,000^ 
Land' Forces neceffary for the Security of Great .Bri-' 
uin, during this next Year, I am not afhamed Co fay, it 
will be a lirong Argument with me for thinking fo tool 
becaufe his Majeily mull know our Danger better than I 
can. And if we ought, for the Sake of our own Secaritjy 
to keep fuch a Number of Land-Forces here at Home, 
what fignifies the prefent Motion ? What would it fignify 
to prefent the Addrefs thereby propofed ? If the Body of 
Marines, allowed to be neceffary by every Gentleman that 
has fpoke in this Debate, ihoui« be formed from Dranghtl 
made out of the Regiments of Land-Forces we have now 
on Foot, thofe Draughts muil, even according to the Mo- 
tion, be immediately re-placed by'raifing Recruits. 'What 
then can it dgmfy^ whether thofe Recruits be raifed fiw 
Marching-Regiments, or for Marines ? As Mankind tre 
fjnd of every Thing that is new, and as common. Fellowi 
will be readier to enter into the Sea than the Land-Servioe, 
I believe the neceffary Number of kecruits will be more! 
caiily and quickly raifed, when they are all, or moft of 
them to be lilted for Land-Service; and as the War It al- 
ready declared, I think the moft fpeedy way is th« bcft, ef- 
pecially as it will be the cheapeft ; for the more ready Men 
are to engage in the Service, the lefs we (hall have Occafioa 
to give by way of enlifting Money. 

For my Part, Sir, T do not really well know what tte 
Ponoorabic Gentlemen mean by Draughts from thcf prfr; 
fent Regiments of Foot. I hope they WQuld not have the 
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V Jeers drawn away from our Marching- Regi in encsv If Anno t;^ Geo- 

youdo^ you muil immediaiely appoint others iix their ftcad. J^^' ^TJP' 

For, I hope, ic will be allowed^ thar every Regiment of ^/'Y"Ni-^ 

X^od' Forces muft Jiave ks full Complement of Officers ; 

aJid if you are refblved to make your Marines whatM<irineE, 

ought to be i I meanj ii you arerefolved to make them gt 

for Land Service, as well as Sea-ServicCi you moil form them 

bto Regioients, andin that Cafe each Regiment of Mafines 

muil h^ve iu full Complemem of OfHcer^^ the fame as if jc 

were dcJigned tot a Marching- Regiment to ferve at l^nd t 

only. 

* Thus, it appears. Sir, that with regard to the Expence* 
k k the £ime Thing, whether the Body of Marines pro* 
pdedj be formed by Draughts from our Foo:- Regiments, or 
by raiiiQg new Regiments for that Purpofe; and a^ to the 
Service, his Majelly b certainly the beft Judge of the moft 
proper Method for forming the intended Body of Marines^ 
bet^ofe it mull depend i^pon the Service in whicii they are 
to be empSoyed. Jf our Marines are to be employed at Sea 
only, in order to make up ue Complements of our Men of 
War, and lo leave Seamen for the Merchant- Service, new- 
xaifed Men are every bit as proper as old Soldiers ; Nay« 
they are rather better* becaufc they wjjl gencraUy confift of 
younger Men » and this Cafe, I Otal) grant, there would be 
110 Occafion for fo many Oncers. But if our Marines are 
to be employed likewife upon Land, and to be feijt upon any 
Expedition againU: tiie Enemy, » they mull be regimented as 
other Land -Forces are ; and in this Cafe I make no Que II ion, 
but that his Majelly will, without any Addrefs from us, 
order the Regimenu of Marines to be formed partly from 
Draught* of private Men from old Regiments^ and partly 
by new Recruits; in which Cafe, they will, with refpe^t 
10 Service, be upon the fame Footing with our old Regi- 
ments ; for every Regiment of Foot now in the Service, 
mail neceflarily, by the kie Augmentation, have a great 
Number of raw, nndjfcip lined Men in it. 

* For this Rcafon, Sir, J mull think, that the only Quef- 
.tion now before us is. Whether the Number of Land- 

Forces, propoied by the Eftimite now upon our Tabic, be 
the leall Number that ought to be kept up for the Defence 
of this Kingdom ; and as this Quellion was never, I believe, 
caovailed, bat in the Committee of Supply^ I cannot thirtk 
it proper for our prefent Confidtration, 

* Gentlemen lind, Ssr, are mighty apt EO^£nd fiultwith 
ihe Number of our Officers ; and I do not in the U^l won* 
4era£]t: The Expence and Danger of luch, arc popular 
Topki that will fl believe, be made ufe of agalnlVevery fu- 
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Arnofj,Gtro turc, as well as thev have been againft every pad Admini- 
IL i7jp. ftration. Some of chofe, who now infill upon thofc To- 

\^y^^>r'\J pics, may remember their having been made ufe of againft 
thcmfelves ; but, I am fare, no Gentleman will fay, chat an 
Army can be kept up without Officers : I believe it will be 
generally allowed, that the more Officers there are in an 
Army, the better it will always be. The French have a 
greater Number of Officer* in Proportion than we have, 
aiid it is this that makes their Armies fo formidable ; for 
their common Men are rather worfe than thofc of any of 
their Neighbours. It is their great Number of Officers 
that hiS generally made their Troops fuperior to the Ger- 
mans ; and as the French Nation has always been our moft 
formidable Enemy, we ought to take care to render oar 
Troops, at lead, as good at theirs : If we can fkW upon any 
Method to render them better, we ought to make uie of it ; 
becaufe our Troops are not near fo numerous. 

* We have, it is true, Sir, and muft have a great Nninber 
of Officers, as long as we keep up either Fleet or Army ; 
but I do not know, that the Nation is alarmed at the Infla* 
ence attending fo many Places Civil and Military. I know 
great Pains have been taken to raife fuch an Alarm ; hot, I 
hope, without any EfFed ; for Government cannot be fop- 
ported without Places Civil and Military, and the Nftmbei 
of them mull always bear a Proportion to the Largenefs of 
the Society to which they belong, and the Ufe that Society 
may have for them. Wicliout a proper Number of Offi- 
cers in a Society, Diforder and Confufion mull enfue; and 
therefore, I canno^ think it right to endeavour to alarm the 
People of a Society with the Number of Officers Civil and 
Military, unlefs there were really a great Number more than 
were neceffary for fupporting Order, and preventing Coofb- 
fion, which, I am fure, is not the Cafe of this Nation at 
prefent. In War we mud have more than we have Occa- 
fion for in Peace ; therefore I am furpriied to hear thoic, 
%vho were fo fanguine for a War, pretending to be alarmed 
at the Influence of fuch a Number of Officers. They 
could not but forefee, that; in Time of War, we moft increa^ 
both' our Fleets and Armies, mull always produce aa In- 
creafe in the Number of our Officers, both Civil and Mili- 
tary. 

* But this, Sir, is departing from the Queflioa in Hand. 
If we are to have a Body of Marines, we muft have a pro- 
per Number of Officers for commanding that Body; and as 
no Gi^ndeman denies our being under a Neccffitjr to efia- 
blilh a Body of xMarines, no Gentleman can doubt of our 
being under an equal Ncceffity to appoinf afafficicntNom- 
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fcef of Officers hr commanding them* The only QuediDn Anno i j^Gca 
flow before us is, Whether we fhall diminifh che Nund^er ^^ *7ii>- 
of oar Land-Forcci, by drawing from thence a Body of 
Marines; and thb being a Qucfliion doc yet ripe for our 
Corfideration, nor proper whje we are in a tloufej as I 
haveulieady Hiewn^ 1 cannot agree Co it' 

Jofeph Dan vers, Efq; 

S I K, 

• I am glad toHnd thaE every Gentleman, who has fprike jj^f^^pj^ y^^^J 
it] thij Debate, feems convinced of the Ntcfinty of our vtr>, fSa 
raiiing a Body of Marines, They are, in my Opinion, Sir, 

ib neeellary, that I fhall be not only for raifing. but keep- 
ing them, After chey are once properly dlfciplincd, they 
will do a& well at L^nd, as any of the Regiments we h^ve 
now on Foot, and always when we lland in need of it, they 
will be of great Service at Sea. 1 have had the Honot]r, 
Sir^to ferve my Country at Sea. It h now^ md{.ed, a long 
while ago, afmoli five and thirty Years i but 1 have not quite 
forgot what I then obferved ; and, as I have been at Sea j and 
Jiave feen Marines on Ship-board, I ktiow better what Ufe 
they may be of, tharv thofc who never were in that Service. 
Sir, there are many Services on board a Man of War, which 
Marines in a very ihort time become a& Bt for, as the belt 
and moHtborough-brcd Seamen. They canm?fj i»ideed, go 
aloft, but they can foon learn to manage the Guns, hawl m 
the Anchors, and, in ihort, every othci Service (Kat is to be 
performed upon I>eck»orany where between Decks. 

• It is true, Sir, that even for thefe Services, Men mull 
liavc Ibme Experience: They mtift be for a few Da^f, or 
perhaps for a few Weeks, at Sea, in order to feafon them to 
that Climate^ to learn to ibiad upon their Legs, and to make 
the mfe Ives acquainted with the fevcraf Services that are to 
be performed on Deck, or between Decks. A Soldier, 
therefore, let him have been trained to military Difciplinc 
as loiig a£ you will^ is as nriit for being a Marine, a% any 
Felbw jull taken from the Plough, ora&the qieerelt Vaga^ 
bond that can be picked up in the Streets Sir, a Soldier 
and a Marine are, I may fay, quite ditfcrcnl Crcatiirea : 
They are as different as an Otter and a Fox. Whv then 
Ihould youdiminifh the Number of yourdifciplined SotdierSi 
for the fake of forming a Body of Marines* when new* 
laifed Men arc every whit as fit far the Service ? As we 
have now had along Trad of peaceable Times, there muH 
be in every City and Town, and in every Corner of the 
Country^ a great Number of idle Fellows, who are not only 
a Burden I buttery troublefome aiid dangerous tocheCoun- 
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Anno ijyGeo. try where they at prefent refide. It will be a public Bene- 
^^' ^7JP« fit to rid the Country of them, and they may be ufefully 
^"V^J employed as Marines on board our Men of War. It wonld - 
therefore, in my Opinion, be a double Prejudice to the 
Country, to form a Body of Marines by making Draught! 
put of our Foot'Regimehts ; becaufe it would be drawing 
away from us thofe Men who, in cafe of an Invafion, would 
be of great Service to their Country^ and leaving at Home 
thofe, who are at prefent a Burden, and who, in cafe of an 
Invaflon^ would be very apt to join the Enemies of their 
Country. 

< I ftiall grant, Sir, that the regular Troops we have now 
on Foot/ would be better for immediate Lmd-Servicc, than 
a Body of Marines wholly compofed cf new-raifed Men r 
but un^efs we fhould be invaded at Home, I can fee no Rea* 
fon to fuppofe, that we (hall have immediate Ufe for either. 
We are not, I hope, to paake any Attack upon the Spani- 
ards at Land in any Part of Europe; and if we fhould re- 
folve to attack them at Land in America, we cannot propoie 
to fend out a Fleet with Land> Forces on board for that Ptir- 
pofe, till towards the End of next Summer, becaufe the 
Heats in that Pare of the World are fo exceffive in the Sum- 
mer-Time, that our Troops would probably fuffer more by 
them than they could by the Enemy. Confidering the Hd- 
mour that, at prefent. prevails in the Nation, we may, I 
hope, be able to compl^at the Body of Marines propoMt 
by new Levies, in a Month or two ; and, in that Cafe^ thef 
will have feven or eight Months to learn their Difcipline, 
before we can fend them out upon any ExQ^dition againft the 
Enemy, where Land- Forces are requifite. In that Tiimt 
^hey may be as expert in the Difcipiine proper for Lsiid* 
Service, as any of the Regiments we have now on Foot, 
and would, I hope, behave as well as could be expeOed 
from any Body of Men whatever; but as it will, probably, 
be neccflary to fend a greaterNumber of Land-Forces Abroad, 
upon any Expedition wa may undertake, than the whole 
Number of Marines now propofed to be raifcd, I believe 
our Marines, go when they will, muft be accompanied bjr 
fome of the Foot- Regiments now in the Service ; which 
fliews, that we ought not to diminifh our prefent Quota ef 
Land Forces, by drawing fuch a Number oat, in order te 
forai a Body of Marines. 

« Whether 28,000 Men be necellary for oar Defence at 

Pome, is not now. Sir, the Queftion. Suppofc that fo gfcat 

a Number may not be neceffary ; yet, furely, in Time of 

War, we ought to raife and keep ap a greater Noinberef 

^ Land-Forces than is barely necei&ry for oar Dekneoian 

at 
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"St I^oif. We eughc ro have inch a Number on FDot, as Anno i;, Ceo 
may enable his Majedy to fend % or 10,000 Abfoad upon U i-jp* 
any Expedicion he may think fit to undertake, for dillrelTing v,.yOf X^ 
£he Enemy in their own Dominions. Sir, as I mail hear- 
tily With to fee the War profecutea in the moft vigorous 
manner, and as I do not know but that we have more Ene- 
miei than we at yet know of, I iliall be fo far from refolir' 
ing to grant no greater Number of Land- Forces than ara 
JEilt taeceiTary for our Defence at Home, that I am rcfoIved» 
J came here^ this Sefllon, refoJvedi to grant as many Land- 
Forces, Seamen, and Marines, as his Majefly ihould defirei 
and fince I came here, I have heard nothing that can in 
the leafl fhake this Refolutjon ; for if more Land Forces 
be dcfircd than are nceeffary for our Defence at Home^ I 
ihali fuppofe his MajeJly intendft to fend out a fufBclent 
Number of them for attacking the Enemy Abroad; and I* 
am fare no Gentleman would defire, that his Majedy JhouJd 
cominunicate to us his [ntenuons in thb refpefl, or fhould 
tclJ us what Number of Land- Forces he propofea to fend 
Abroad for this Purpofe« 

« 1 have not as yet perufed the E (I [mate 5 that were laii 
before us Yefterday» no more than the Honourai>Ie Gen tie - 
man that fpokc Jail ; but, Sir, I am extremely glad to hear, 
that his Majefty deiires no more than 28 or 29,000 L^nd- 
Forces, and 6 or 7000 Marines, for the Service of the enfu* 
ing Year* It is to me a convincing Proof, that we have no- 
thing to fear, for next Year at leaU, but from Spain alon^ 
and if chat Nation l^ands alone againJl gs bat for one Year, 
1 hope we fiiall be able to give a very good Account of our 
Campaign. I expeftcd, indeed, that the Dera\nd would 
have been muck greater^ and therefore I am furprized to 
hear Gentlemen boggling at fuch % Demand, and endea- 
vooring to perfuade this Houfe not to agree to it ; for this 
I take to be the pfain Meaning of the Motion now under 
otir Confideration. His Majefty has defired 28,000 Land- 
Farces ^ and 6000 Marines ; and we are delired to tell him 
by way of Addrefs, that we will grant him the 6000 Ma- 
rines, but tbrn they muii be draughted out of the 28^000 
Land-Forces, Is not this an abfolute Refufal of the Num- 
ber of Land Forces defired ? Js it not di redly telling him, 
thai we will grant him but 22,000 Land -Forces ? I'hrs is 
certainly the Light this Motion ought to be confidered in; 
and in this Light^ I hope there are not many in this Houfe 
thmt will agree to it. 

* I am as much, Sir, as any Man* againil keeping up & 
nnmerons Sranding-Army in Time of Peacet I wilh there 
were not 1 nd Coat to be feen within the Kingdom* A 

Standing- 
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Afinoi), Geo Standing- Army is in all Countries an Evil, and in a free 
II 17)9- Country it is a greater Evil than in an/ other ; boc it is an 

^/''\r\J Evil we muft fubmit to, for the fake of avoiding a greater; 
and, in Time of War, when we mail always be in more 
Danger of that greater Evil; than in Time of Peace, I 
Ihall never be for diminifhing the leiTer Evil ; for if onr 
Army were ten times as numerous as it is, we ought to fub- 
mit to it, rather than expofe ourfelves to that grtaccr, I may 
fay that greatefl of Evils ; for this Reafon, I cannot agree 
with that Part cf the Motion, which advifes the Marines to 
be formed by Draughts from the prefent Regiments of 
Foot ; nor can I agree with that Part of the Motion, which 
adviies to have as many private Men, and'as few Officers, as 
the Nature of the Service will admit ; becaufe it feenis to 
infinuate, as if fewer Officers in Proportion would do for 
Alarines, thin for Land Forces. What other Gentlemen 
may mean by Marine?, I do not know; but by Marines I 
mean, a Body of Troops that may be employed either at 
Sea or Land, as Occafion may require ; and if they are ever 
to be employed at Land, they muft be regimented, and mnft 
i)ave the fame Number, and the fame fort of Officers that 
are necefTary for Land Service. Thus, Sir, I have given 
you my Reafons for being againfl every Part of the Addreii 
propofed, and for thefe Reafons I fhall, moil heartily, ghre 
my Negative to the Queflion.* 

William Pulteney, Efq; 
•^ Sir, 
WilliamPnlte- * It is a little furprizlng, that a certain Set of Geatle* 
ncy, Lie]; men, notwtthftanding the many Admonitions they have had, 
fhoald always bring his Majelly's Name into every Debate 
that happens in this Houfe. As a private Gentleman, Sir» 
I fhould be ready upon all Occafions to put a full Confi- 
dence in his Majefly : To believe we are in Danger, whe« 
he fays, he thinks we are ; and to believe that the Sums he 
demands, and the Number of Troops he propofes, are ne- 
- cefTary for our Security. This, I fay, I fhould think my- 
felf obliged as a private Gentleman to believe^ onleft I 
had very good Reafon to think his Majefly had been mifin- 
-formed and impofcd on. But, as a Member of ihis Hode^ 
as a IVuflee fot the Purfes, the Liberties and the Privileges 
of the People of Great Britain, I am under an indifpeniable 
Obligation, not to allow myfelf to be an hnplicit Believer, 
even in my Severe gn. As fuch, I am, in Duty to thofe I 
rcprefent, bound to fuppofc, that every Speech his Majefly 
makes from the Throne, every MefTage he fends under his 
Hand in Writing, and much more every Demand made in 

his 
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Ills Ntiite, tstlieSpecch, the MelTage^ or the Dffnitntf, not Annor^^dei. 
of my Sovereign, but of hisMinilicr ; and that, therrft+re, H. ly?^- 
I noi orily may, but otighc toexaaiine it whh g^eat Free* kyVNJ^ 
dom, and to believe in notliing bit wh^t I am convinced of 
by ineonteiUble Fa£ls, or unaniwerable Arguments. 

* This, Sir, is my Duty as a Member oJ this Hnufe^ and 
■9 aTruiiee for the Purfes, the Libcnie?, and the Privjfege^ 
of the People of Great Britain ; therefore^ when a Demand 
comes to tbb Houfe for loading the People with a heavy 
Burden i tnd endangering our ConltLlution, by raiilng^ or 
keeping within the Ifland, a. numerous StAnding-Army, 
under Pretence of our being in Danger of an Invafion, tho' 
it be made in hh Majcrty's Narne^ I am to fuppofe it cornea 
originally frojn the Miniiler ; and, upon thai SuppofitloOp 
1 ought to confide r, whether that Army be demanded far 
'preirenttng or defeating an Invarion insend^ to be made by 

Foreigners upon our Territories, or for encouraging and 
rendering fatcel'sful an fnvafion intended to be made by Mi- 
ni fters upon our Right* and Privileges. Gentlemen flnay 
talk what they will about reafonable Fears, and caufefefs 
leatoufies, but, in this Cal'e, every Man ought to be guided 
by hiaown Cofiicience, and to take particular Care that his 
Judgment (ball not be dircfled by any felfi^ Con fide rat ion ; 
and, were I the molt intimate Friend of a Miniiler, as the 
Ifivafions of Aliniilers have been much more frequent thari 
the Invaftonf of Foreigners, I fhould rather cbgfe to be di- 
re^ed by my Jcaloufjes than my Fears : Nay, were I a Mt- 
Gtfler, or even a Primc-Minifter, whkh, I trutt in God, I 
HiaU never alfetl to be, I {hould think him an honell Man 
that (hewed more Jealoufy of me than Apprehenfion of 
foreign Danger j and as long as roy Defigns were bondl 
and juil, 1 ihoufd trull mure upon his Friendihtp, than in the 
Friend (hip of thofe i found ready upon all Occasions to re- 
ceive whatever ImprefTions I had a Mind to make. 

• £ fay. Sir, that, as tbclnvaiioiis of Minifteri have beea 
itiuch more frequent than the Invsilions of Foreigners, wc 
ought, at all times, to be more jealous of the former, than 
affftid of the latter i bat when Dangers are pretended, 
wbkh we h^ve no Reafon to be afraid oJ^» at kafl no Reafon 
but fuch a one at mud al\«ays fubfiiU and an Argument it 
drawn from thence lor convincing us we ought to load the 
People, and endanger our ConUitution, by keeping a nume- 
roui Standing- Army within the Kland^ there is then no room 
Ibr Jcabufyi the Intention become* evident, which, in my 
Optnion^ is the C^feat pretient* ft is ridiculous to imagine, 
that the Spiniards ever defigned to invade aa with tbofe 
Troopi that havt licely marched into OalJJdt. When they 
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imoi|,Ce(>. ha?e^real Defign to invade us^ they wlW never prepare ^r 
it in tfcit Quarter, as may be fuificiently convmced by Ex* 
perrencei becaufe their preparing a Fleci of Tranfpom at 
any Port in that Province, or in the Bay of Bifcay, muit 
always give us a feafbnable Alarji), There fore I muA fup 
pofe, that their marching Troops into that Quarter, was 
either to guard againit our invading them, or to give feme 
People here a Pretence for frightning us with the Danger of 
OLJr being Invaded by them ; but this Pretence can be of so 
Weight with thofe who confide r, that Troops without Ships 
can nevfr be of any dangerous Confequence to this Iftand. 
The Annies of Spaiiir nay, the Armies of France, let them 
march where they willi can never give Terror to any Man 
of Cotnmon-Senfe in this lAand, unlefs weiind they are pre* 
paring Shfps for tranfponing them hither i and this, I hope, 
we ihill alwayi hear of time enough to prevent the Ar- 
te mpt, which we may eafily do as long as we have a fupcrior 
Navy. 

* Suppofe, Sir, the Spaniards have 2 real Defign to invade 
D^^ and that they have marched their Troops IntoGalticia for 
that Purpofe ; we know they have no Fleet of Tranfport* 
Ships either in the Ports of that Province^ or in any other 
Ports within their DominiortSj for tranfporiing thofe Troopi 
CO this Jiland. If they defign to invade us with fuch & 
Number of Troops, as ought to give us Uneafinef^, tliey 
cannot in lefi than three or /our Months, provide a iufficicnt 
Fleet for tranfponing them ; and in that Interval, as fuch 
Preparations cannot be privately madej we fhaH have time 
ttot only to provide for our Defence, but to put it out of 
their Power to make the Attempt. This they know very 
well, and therefore, I am convinced, they wjII never give 
she leall Countenance to fuch a ridiculous Projed. But fup- 
pofe they intended 10 make an Invaiion upon us with 4 or 
5000 Men, which is the grea tell Number they could provide 
Tranfports for, without giving us timely Notice of their 
JJciign ; are we to keep 28,000 Men* or even i S,ooo Men 
here at Home, to guard us againll fuch an Attempt? Arc 
ihe Numbers of the Difaife^eS here h Home fo great, that 
4 or 5000 Men would enable them to overturn our Govern- 
jnent, tho^ fupported by more than double that Number of 
regular Troops in Ireland, and more than treble the Num- 
ber in Great BHtain ? This is what noMan, who is a Friend 
to the IlluUrious Family now upon our Throne, will afTerti 
and therefore, no Mao that is a Friend to our prefcnt EM* 
bllihment ought, I thinks to pretend that we are in thekiH 
Danger of an Jnvafion. 
< An InvafiDUi Sir^ with fuch a fmall Number of Troops^ 

would 
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Would hardly raife any Commotion, much lefs a dangerous Anno 13, Geo. 
Civil War in the Bowels of the Kingdom. Even the few ^^- ^7iP' 
Difaffcfled we have amongft us would be (hy of joining '^-^i^^'^ik/ 
fuch a fmall Body of Troops : I am convinced, no Man of 
Family or Fortune would ; and, therefore, 1 am convinced 
they would re-imbark, if we gave them leave, as foon as 
they found themfelves difappointed of the expedled Aflift- 
ance, or would furrender to the fifil Body of our Troops 
fent igainfl" them, in cafe they found they could not re-im- 
bark. From hence I mull conclude, that, as long as Spaia 
continues alone in the War againil us, we are not in the 
leail Danger of an Invafion ; and fuppofe France Ihould 
join with Spain, we fhould have no Occafion to provide 
againil an Invafion, efpecially by raifing a numerous Army 
to be kept within the Ifland, till they had begun to make y 

I'reparatioos for that Purpofe. I do not fuppofe that France 
will join in the War againil us: I am almoll certain they 
will noCy if we take right Meafures to prevent it. But, if 
they (hould join, or if we have now any reafonable Caufe to 
fafpedthat they will, I am fure we have not yet provided, or 
propofed a fufEcient Number either of Seamen or Marines ; 
and as France has not yet joined, nor probably will for fome 
Months to come, inilead of being fo curious and nice, as we 
have been, fince the Beginning of this War, about having 
expert Seamen for manning our Ships of War, we Ihould 
)iave begun with taking as few expert Seamen as poiTible, 
and £lhng up the reft of every Ship*s Complement with 
Marines, or able-bodied-Landmen. This, 1 fiy, we ought 
to have done, becaufe, whilft we were at War with a Nation 
that could make no Head againft us at Sea, we ought to 
have taken the Opportunity to increafe our Body of Sea- 
men, by inllrufting and feafoning Landmen to the Service, 
in order to provide againft a Nation's entering into the War, 
chat could make feme Head againft us at Sea. If we had ■ 
done this, neither our Seamen nor ourTrade would have been 
fo much diftrcifed, nor would the Enemy's Privateers have 
traverfed the Seas in Purfuit of our Merchant- men wiih io 
much Safety and Succefs; and in a Year or two's time, we 
ihould have fo much increafed our National Stock of Sea- 
men, as to have ytiy little to apprehend ^froni the united 
Power of France and Spain. What the Event of the War 
may be, God only knows ! I wifh it may be fuccelsful ; bi.c 1 
muft fay, that, in my Opinion, we have notTiithcrto taken 
one right Meafure in preparing for it, nor one vigorous Step 
in carrying it on. 

* But now. Sir, fuppofe France were already aftualfy 
engaged in the War againft us, 1 (hall grant, that wc ought 
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Anno I), Geo in that Cafe to have a greater Number of Land-Forccs ©» 
II. 1739. Foot than we have at prefent ; but (hould thofc Forces b^ 

K^'^Y'^^ kept at Home to defend us again ll Invafions ? No, Sir, a» 
long as we are Mailers at Sea, with regard to Invafions, we 
have almoft as little to fear from France, as from Spain : 
Neither of them can invade this happy Ifland with any 
confiderable Number of Troops, without a long and cxpen- 
five Preparation ; which Preparation can be made 00 where, 
but in one of their Sea-Ports, and there we may fend and 
deilroy it, or lock it up, as foon as we hear of it, which we 
fhall always do long before it can be ready to pat to Sea. 
Even in this Cafe therefore, inilead of keeping our Troops 
encamped or quarter*d at Home, we ought to fend the greateft 
Part of them on board our Fleet, or to our foreign Domi- 
nions, from whence they could eafily make Incurfions or 
Invafions upon the Enemy. For our Security here at Home, 
if we keep u (Irong Squadron in the Channel, with a good 
Number of Ships ready to be put in Commiffion, we fliall 
never have Occafion 10 be afraid of an Invafion ; and if we 
would but take a little more Care of our Militia, than wc 
have done for many Years paft, we (hould always be able 
and ready to repel any fudden Incurfion, nay more ready 
than we can propofe to be any other way ; for we cannot 
propofe to keep 4 or 5000 regular Troops in each County f 
whereas, if Pams had not been taken to render our Militia 
defpicable, in order to make a Standing Army necefiary, 
the Militia of any one County in England would be able to 
encounter, and probably defeat fuch a fmall Number of In* 
vaders, without the AFiflance of our regular Army. 

< Thus, Sir, it appears, that for the fake of defending ni 
againft an Invafion, we have not the leaft Occafion for 
keeping a Standing-Army of 28 or 29,000 Men here at 
Home ; and therefore, as we have that Number now on 
Foot in this Ifland, we may eafily fpare to fend 6 or 8000 
of them to ferve as Marines on board our Men of War. 
But now fuppofe we intend to make an Attack upon the 
Enemy, as I hope we do, the Gentlemen who h^ve fpoke 
upon the other Side of the QueHion have told as, we can- 
not propofe to fend out any Troops for that Purpofe befbfe 
the End of next Summer. If this be the Cafe, why fhooM 
we raife any new Troops before the old are fent ont ? It wiH 
then be time enough to confider, whether it be neceflary for 
us to replace them, and in cafe it (hould, it may foon be 
done by new Levies, and in the mean time the Pay of a 
Number of ufelefs Troops will be laved to the Nation. I 
hope we do not intend to fend our new-raifed Troops^ caH 
them Marines, or what you ml], upon any Expiraidpn a- 



gaiiiU the Enemy* What will ihofc Gentkmen fay, who Annorj.Gc^, 

Kave fgjr tnin/ Years been telling u^, that new raifed Troops ^^* ^7i;>- : 

are ggod for nothing, arid that thtrtforc we oughr to'keep W^f^N^ 

A ntijnerous Standing Arm)' always on Foot ? How cati 

thefc Gentlemen, 1 fay, anfwer for it, if they fhould now, 

to Time of War, fend new- raifed Troops upon the moll 

dangerous ScrvJce^ and keep at Home, where there is no 

l>aiig<r, ihofe Veterans, for whofe Skill in m.artial Difci* 

Inline the Nation has, for fo many V^eara, paid fuch lar^e 

annual Sums of Money f Will tt not then with Juftke be 

fa id, that our Veteran Troops are kept at Home only for a 

KarceShow; and that our new-railed Troops are fent 

Abroad againll the Enemy, becaiife ihey cAnn«t fo hand- 

fomely dance thro' their Exerctfes at a Review ? 

* Sir, this may, perhap», look a liale ludicrous ; but if 
we conlider what an EfFi^ft this Confidcration may have 
npon Men, who have atiy regard to their Hoiiouri it mofl 
appear fcrions to every Man, who has a regard for our 
prcfcni happy BiiabliJhment. in Tours of FatiguCj a Sol- 
dier, or & Regiment of Soldiers may excufe their not l^Jng 
employed ; but in Tour* of Danger, efpccially where 
Glory and Riches may be acquired, every Soldier, and every 
Corps of Soldiers, that have any Honour, mud look upon 
k as an AiFront, if they are not employed in their Turn, 
This, Sir, may make our Veteran Troops our greateil Ene- 
mies; and by fuch Me;ins, that very Army, which^ for fo 
many Years, has been kept up for the Security of the Royal 
Family, may be the Caufe of its Overthrow, and may pro^. 
ducc as great a Revolution in this Kingdom, as ever a Mu^ 
liny of the J«ni:£aries did in Turkey. 

* For this Reafon, Sir, as well as for the fake of Succcfs, 
I hope our btil Troops will be Tent out upon any Expedition 
we mtend for attacking the Enemy, either in Europe or 
America. But I am furpri^d to hear Gentlemen fay, we 
cannot propofe to attack Spain in Europe, or lend ouc any 
Expedition againft them til! the End of next Summer, I 
fb^li grant it is notourBufinefs to attempt making any Con* 
quells upon them in Europe i but is rhts a Reaion why we 
fliould not annoy them as much as poMle, by making In- 
curfions, and plundering the Coalb of their Dominions, 
even in Europe ? Can they prevent this as long as we are 
Mafleri at Sea? No, Sir; notwjth Handing the numerous 
Army they have, they cannot prevent it ; becaufe a Fleet of 
Ships can fail f^fter from one Part of the CoaH to another, 
than a Body of Troops cin march; and therefore, if we 
had 7 or 8000 Land- Force* on board the Sq^jadron we now 
have upon their Coafts, they might often Had an Opponu- 
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Anno ig,Geonity to land, and ranfack a great Part of the adjacent 
n. i7i9' Country, and to retire again with Safety on board their 

^^^T'N^ Ships, before the Sp:iniards could gather together a fufficient 
Body of Troops tooppofe them. By this Means, we might 
harrafs their Troops, and keep their whole Sea Coaft in a 
perpetual Alarm ; and; perhaps, find an Opportunity' to de- 
ilroy thofe Works our Tamenefs fome Years (ince allowed 
them to ereft, within Cannon-Sfiotof Gibraltar. 

* Is there any Reafon to be affigncd, Sir, for delaying to 
fend Troops upon fuch an Expedition, till the End of next 
Summer ? Can a Reafon be affigncd for its not having been 
already done ? I know that the Month of July, AuguH, or 
September, is the proper Time for fending out a Body of 
Land Forces to attack the Spaniards in America; and I 
likewife know, that, if we had followed the Example either 
of Queen Elizabeth or Oliver Cromwell, we fhould have 
begun the War with fuch an Expedition. I hope to {ec 
more vigorous and better-concerted Meafures taken next 
Summer . I hope to fee an Expedition fent out for annoying 
the Spanifh Dominions in Europe, and another for conquer* 
ing iome Part of their Dominions in America; but both, 
I think, may be undertaken without raifing fo much as one. 
new Regiment; becaufe out of 28,000 Men, the Number 
of our regular Forces now on Foot in this Ifland, we may 
fpare j fufficjent Number of Troops for both. As we havp 
now fuch a prodigious Novy at Sea, I do not think we have 
Ufe for a greater Number of Troops at Home, than we 
ever had in Times of the moll profound Tranquillity ; and 
therefore I think, we may fpare to fend af leaft i6,ooQ 
againft the Enemy, which is a fufficient Number for both 
thefe Expeditions, and a fufficient Number for any Occa- 
fion we may have, as long as Spain Hands alone in the War 
againft us. If France, indeed, Ihould declare in favour of 
Spain, we muft then augment our Land-Force both*Abroad 
and at Honie ; but this we may eafily and almoft inflantly 
do by new Levies, and by taking foreign Troops into our 
Pay; and, till this Event happens, we ought to/ave all wc 
pan, in order, to be the better able to fupport fuch a heavy 
War, when it happens to break out. 

' Frugality, Sir, is extremely neceflary at the Beginning 
of every War ; becaufe, after a War is once begun, no Man 
can tell when it will end. The prefent War may be of 
longer Continiiance than fome People imagine, I have 
more Fears that way, than 1 fhall now explain. I Ihall 
now only fay, that, if we accept of no Peace but an ho- 
nourable one, the War will not, I believe, be foon over; 
^d;^ thereforci we oiight to take Care not to run ourfelves 
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oat of Breath in the Beginning of a Igng Courfe. Spite of Anno i),Geo. 
the mod vigorous and beft concerted Meafures, the War li- ijip- 
may laft for feveral Years, and may become much more 
JieaiTy than it is at prefent; but, if our Meafures fhould 
hereafter be as much influenced by our Fears of an Invaiion, 
as they feen^ by this. Debate to be at prefent, I may pro- 
phefy that we Ihall never be able to bring it to a happy or 
honourable Concluiion. If our Fears of an Invaiion at 
Home fhould fo much engrofs our Care and Attention, as 
to prevent our being able to take due Care of our Trade or 
Dominions Abroad, the' War may, perhaps, end in th^ 
Defirudlion or Lofs of a great Part of both ; which God, 
in his infinite Mercy, will, I hope, prevent ; for, befides 
the Ruin it would bring upon this Nation, it would very 
much endanger our prefent happy Eitablifhment, and con* 
feqaently the ProtelUnt Religion, and the Liberties of 
Europe. 

* For this Reafon, Sir, we ought not to allow ourfelves to 
be induced, by groundlefs Fears, to be at the Expence of 
raifing or keeping up more Forces, either at Home or^- 
broady than are absolutely necefTary ; and thofe we do keep 
up ought to be employed in the molt vigorous manner, and 
in thofe Places where they can moll annoy the Enemy, or 
contribute moft to the Advantage of their Country. It is 
our Bufinefs in this Houfeto grant what Supplies are necef- 
fary for the public Service ; but it is likewife our Bufmefs 
tp advife his Majefty to make ufe of the moft frugal Me- 
thods, and even to point out thofe Methods, which we think 
may be the moft frugal and cfFeftual. For this Purpofe we 
Hand in need of no fecret Intelligence; and therefore, tho^ 
we cannot prefcribe, we may give our Advice with regard 
either to Peace or War. This is our Duty ; this is all that 
is attempted at prefent ; and if doing our Duty in this re- 
fped is to be called Animofity, it is a laudable Animofity : 
It is fuch an Animofity as, I hope, will ever prevail in this 
Houfe. An Honourable Gentleman was pleafed to make 
an Obfervation, that thofe who have the right Side are gene- 
rally the cooleft in the Argument: I fhall give him two for 
bis one ; tho* I am far from faying, that either of them is 
applicable to any Gentlemen in this Houfe. One is, that 
the Deceitful, who have a mind to impoie upon the Under- 
ftanding, are always extremely cool in their Arguments; 
and the other is, that the Advocate who fpeaks for his Fee, 
feldom (hews fuch a natural Warmth, as the Man that 
fpeaks in his own Caufe. In this Houfe it would be in 
yain for any Man to attempt to impofe, and I hope I (hall 
fierer fee any Man in it ipeak for his Fee ; but 1 do not at 
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Aanoij, Ceo all wonder to fee a decent Warmth exprefled; for 1 hope 
I^ 1739- every Man thinks he fpeaks in his own Caufe, becaufe it is 
^/VN-y the Caufc of his Country. 

' The prefent Queilion, Sir, is, I think, as much the 
Caufe of my Country as any Queftion that eyer happened 
in this Houfe, The War we are now engaged in is, it ii 
true, as yet but a Bauble : It is as yet a fort of Toy we naf 
play a little with ; but it may become one of the moft 
heavy and dangerous Wars this Nation was ever engaged 
in ; and then we may have Caufe to repent of every Shil- 
ling we needlefsly threw away at the Beginning. There 
is as great a Difference between beinz a Mifer and being 
frugal, as there is between being frugal and being prodigal. 
Frugality is the Mean which a wife Man will always chuie, 
but the Fool generally launches out into Prodigality, ia 
order to fhun the Imputation of being a Mifer. In this War, 
I hope, we (hall put ourfelves to no Expence for the fake of 
Shew: We have had Raree-Shews enough already : I hope^ 
. we (hall now make the heft, the mod effedlual Ufe of every 
Squadron we fit out, and every Regiment we raife or keep 
on Foot; and I hope we (hall neither fit out, nor raife or 
keep up any more than we have immediate Occafion hr. 
In Time of Peace, thefe expenfive Raree Shews only pre- 
vented our paying off our old Debt ; but in Time of War, 
they will make us contract new, and, by breaking our Oc- 
dit, may bring fudden Perdition upon the Nation. 

' This^Sir, is one of the greateil Dangers we lie expofed 
to ; and to obviate this Danger is the Intention of the Mo- 
tion now under our Confideration. It has no Rdation to 
any Ellimate: It relates only to his Majefly's Speech, in 
which we are told« his Majeily had judged it proper* thit a 
Body of Marines ihould be raifed ; therefore, we have no 
Occaiion to look into any Ellimate ; for this Motion might 
have been made and agreed to, tho* none of the Eftinates 
had been laid before us. But I am furprized to hear any 
Gentleman fay* that fuch a Motion cannot come properly 
before us, till we take the Edimates into our ConfidcratioB 
in the Committee of Supply. If it had been debtyeddU 
* that Time, lam fure, it would have been called a veryfwe- 
poilerous Motion, perhaps, even by thofe who now oiil it 
premature. In the Committee of Supply we mnft. either 
approve of, or rcjedl the Eftimates : 1 hope the Gemlonea 
who now think this Motion improper, would not have Bif 
whtn we go into the Committee of Supply, to rejcA tke 
Eflimate £5r Marines, in order to confidcr of and «gp«e to 
this Motion ; and, I am fure, it would be ridicalons to make 
•r agree to fuch a Motion, after we have approved of tt 
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Eftlmatefor raiJing the Marines bj? new Levies, Bjt if Anno ij* Gc9* 

this Mouon ftxciuld now be agreed to, we may put off tak- 11^ 17 jy. 
log the Marine-Ertlmate into our Coniideration, till we have i^^^'Y^'^J 
& Return from his Majefty 10 this Addrefs ; and if he ihould 
approfc of our Advice, he would cerrainly order a new Efli- 
iHpUr* conformable thereto, to be laid before as, 

* The prefent is, therefore^ the only proper Time for 
taking this Motion into our Confideracion ; and as I have 
Ihewn, that we can have no Oceafion for fuch a great Num- 
Iser of Land Forcei, befides Marines, I think the Motioa 
ought to be agreed to» I fhall moll reaciiiy join in Opinion, 
that a Body of Marines ought to be formed ; and that it 
Qught to be fsich a one as may, upon Occafron, be fit for 
Land as well as Sea Service. But Gentlemen feem to mif- 
uke the principal Defign of having a Body of Marines : 
They ought to be principally defigned to come in Aid of 
our national Scock of Seamen, and that we m3.y not b& 
obliged to draw away from our Trade too many of that 
necejtary Body of Men, If this be, as it oughr to be, the 
ehief Deiign, there is no Oceafion for forming them into 
Regiments, or for putting ourfelves to the Expence of hav- 
ing any Gcnerah or Fic!d->Dfficers of Marines, Such Ofil- 
ccrs of Marines are no ways neceflary for any Service, un- 
Icfs It be for tke Service of MiniJlers in this Houfe. The 
Expence of fuch Officers is, therefore, what we may and 
ought to fave to the Nation, h h an Expence in which 
we have been long moll extravagant, even with refpe^ to 
om Land Army* We have- long hpen at as great an an- 
naal Expence for oar Land Army* as would maintain double 
the Number, according to the Elbbiilhment in any other 
Country ©f Europe. In France, it is true, as they have 
Ofltce/s en Sit^u^e, they may have as many, perhaps more 
Officers than we ; but the Pay of their Officers h not near 
e<ias! 10 ours; and if it were, France would be but a bad 
Example for us. In that abfolute Monarchy, they have a 
great Number of OlRcers, in order to have a great Number 
of their Nobility employed in their Army, and thereby 
kept dependent upon the Crown. 

* This, Sir, is the true Reafon, why the French have fuch 
sNnmber of Oincers, and not, as an Honourable Gentleman 
has been pleated to affcrti bccaufe it makes their Troops 
fttperior to the Germans | for it is not really fo in Faft, In 
the bit Age, the French Troops were better than tb« Ger- 
mans, beciiufe they were much better difciphncd ; but now 
tlut the Germans are equally difcipUnei^ tho* not equally 
o^ocred, they are rather better than the French » as appeared 
m Che Jaft War between chef« two Nations^ when the French 
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Abho 13, Geo trufteJ more to their Numbers, or to their Art and Intrcnth- 
^^7|P- ments, than to the Bravery of their TroopS. But the very 
""^ Reafon that induces the French to have a great Number of 

Officers, ought to be a Reafon for us to have as few as pof- 
fible ; for a great Number of Officers, whether Civil or 
Military, as they are all, by our prefent Conftitution, in the 
Nomination, and mofl of them removable at the Pleafure of 
the Crown, mufl create fuch a Dependence upon, and there- 
by eftablifh fuch a Power in the Crown, as is inconMent 
with a free Government or limited Monarchy. I was really 
furprized to hear an Honourable Gentleman fay, that he 
knows of no Alarm fpread among the People by the great 
Number of Officers, Civil and Military, we have at prefent. 
One would from thence be apt to fufpedlj that he keeps 
•■ Company with none but Officers, Civil or Military; fori 
will venture to fay, that no Man can go into any other fort 
of Company, without hearing fome of them exprefs their 
Fears upon this Head: And yet, from his faying, that we 
have no more Officers, Civil or Military, than are neceflary 
for the Ends of Government, one would be apt to fufped^ 
that he knew very little of the Nature of thofe many new 
Officers that have been of late Years created, or of thofe 
old Officers that have been fplit into feveral Parts, in order 
to increafe the Number of Officers. 

* Every Man, Sir, that knows any thing of our prefent 
Circumllances, mud know, that we have a vail Number of 
Places that are abfolute Sine-Cures ; and thefe, I am fure^ 
can be neceiTary for no End of Government, whatever they 
may be fur the Ends of Corruption. Of this fort. Sir, was 
our late General of Marines; and in the fame Light fhall I 
look upon every General, Field-Officer, Pay Mailer, Com- 
xniflary, and Chaplain of Marines, that (hall be hereafter 
created or revived. [ know that Marines ought to be Men 
bred to Land, as well as Sea-Difcipiine ; and for this Rea- 
fon, Men who have already learned the Land-Difcipline 
are more fit for Marines, efpecially as we have immolate 
Ufe for them, than raw or frefli Men, that know nothing 
either of Land or Sca-Difcipline. But Gentlemen, I find» 
miftake the Land:Scrvice, which Marines ought to bede* 
iigned for : If Marines were to ferve a whole Campaign at 
Land, and to be made a Part of a regular Land-Army, I 
ihall granr, that they ought to be formed into RegimentSi 
and be officered in the fame manner as other Land-Forces 
are; but this is a Service that Marines ought never to be 
employed in : When fuch an Army is to be formed, a- fu£- 
cient Number of Land-Forces ought to be fent oat for that 
Turpofe. The only Land* Service that Marines aught to be 
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deiigiied fur, or employed in, is to Tuppon oar Seamen m Anno n <»eo, 
Horniing a Town or Callle, alfcer a Squadron of Men of ^r. i7|p. 
War has fo battered and bombnrded ir, ds co make an Ai- C/^^V^NJ 
fault pHiiijcable ; or to make an Incudion upon fome open 
Country J where there are no regular Troops, or not fucli' 
a Nuinber of regular Troops aa can be called an Army, tcr 
oppoie them j and for both rhefe Services a Body of Ma- 
rinesp fbnntd Into in Jependctit Companies, are a& good ai 
if ihcy were furmed iruo regular Reg j menu. 

* For this Reafon, Sir, if we are to raife 6 or 7000 Men 
formed info fix Regiments, and rtgtjiarly officered as other" 
Land 'Forces are^ 1 fhall confide r them as Land- Forces, 
and as an Addition to our L:ind-Ai'my. You may call 
them by ibir favourite NaLiic^ Marinefj in order to put a 
Cheat upon tic Pubfic, whjch I think no way neceflary^^ 
wpon the prefent Occasion , but you cannot employ tlicoi 
Sj Marine*: Atkafi if you do, the Field-Ofiicers belonging 
to them Will be quite ufe els, 2nd their Pay an unneca&ry 
Eifpence to [he PubHCj as long as their Regiments arc 
crapfoyed as Marines. I fball readily agree 10 tne farming 
3 Body of 6060 Marines, cr doabk that Number, if if 
fllou'd appear to be neceiTary ; but thnt Body ough% 1 
chink, to be Tormed into independetii: Companies^ and 
brought in Aid of our national Stock of Sea men j in order^ 
. ii I have faid, to prevent our being forced to draw too 
many Sailors away from our Trade ; and, as we have 
immediate Occafion to employ them at L^nd as well as 
Sea, the private Men ough , J think, to be drawn from the 
Regiments now in our Service^ and our befl and moft 
cxpei icnced Captains and yub:il terns appoiftted to command 
them Tijis is the Defign of tne prefent Motion, an^ 
therefore I cannot but approve cf it. 

' Having 11 Iready troubled you too long, Sir^ for which I 
beg Pardon, I fhall conclude wirh obfervir.g, that, by the 
^^ethod of arguing made ulc of ia this Debate, by thofe 
who have fpoke upon the other Sde of the Qui-ftion, they 
htve not only condemned alt the Argnmsnis they have 
ihdnfelves been making ufcoffor chefe 20 Years» in favour 
of a Standing Army, but atfo they have condemned the 
Meafures Uteiy taken for mitnning our Navy, I believe^ 
there is no experienced Officer in our Army^ but will con^ 
ftfs, that 13 retjuiftis longer Pr. f.-ice and more Pains to 
teach common Vfeti a n/nural and quick Ufe of the Mulket 
and Bayonet^ fo^s tkat they may exercTTe tbcsn iti a Body 
regularly and without Confufion^ thtin to make ihLm Malters 
of all the Marches and Counter-M.-Eiiics, for Involution^ 
nfid Evolutions, that are praftifed mthc moft legular Army 1 
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Anno i;, Geo and accordingly at all Reviews we find, that Regiments 
^^73P' ofCener fail in their regular Firings, or in Charging and 

^-r^ ^^^ Difcharging, than in any other Part of the Exercife : 
Therefore, if new-raifed Men can in a few Days, or i few 
Weeks, fufficiencly learn the Ufe of the Mufket and fiayo- 
net, which is the mod difficult Part of Difcipline, I am 
fure, we have no Occafion for keeping a Standing Army 
always on Foot ; and however much we may neglefl re- 
gular Firing on board our Men of NVar, I muft take Notice, 
that when one of our late Spithead-Expeditions, for, I 
think, we have had feveral, was joined by a fmall Squadron 
of Dutch Men of War, it was obferved, that the Men on 
board the Dutch Ships were daily exercifed in the Ufe of 
the Fire lock, and that they charged and difcharged aa 
•regularly and as quickly, aa could be expeflcd from 
regular Troops. 

* Thus, Sir, have thefe Gentlemen condemned the chief 
Argument they have been making ufe of for thefe 20 Years 
in »vour of a Standing Army ; and by the Argumentf 
they have now made ufe of in favour of Marines, and for 
our fupplying that Service by new Levies^ they have 
condemned the whole Tenor of our late Pradlice for manning 
our Navy. The Hon. Gentleman who fpoke laft, who hat 
himfelf had fome Experience in the Navy, has told u.% 
there are many Services on board a Man of War that may» 
with a little Experience, be performed by Landmen as well 
as Seamen ; and that this Experience may be fogn acquired 
by a Fellow juft come from the Plough, or by a Vagabond 
juft pick'd up in the Streets. I believe what the Hon. 
Gentleman fays to be true, as I (hall be ready to do any 
Fadl he advances : I believe a Ploughman or a Vagabond, 
if he be an able-bodied Man, may much fooner learn to 
to hawl in an Anchor, or to perform any fuch Service on 
board a Man of War, than he can learn the Ufe of the 
Fire-lock; but if this be fo, why, accept of none, or a 
very few, for our Ships of War, but fuch as were expert 
Seamen ? Why, refufe many able-bodied Vagabonds, that 
were pick'd up in feveral of our Counties, and (ent at a 
great Charge to the Sea- Ports, where our regabting 
Captains were polled, and many able-bodied Landmen that 
came to offer themfelves to the Service ? Why, offer 00 
Reward to Landmen, as well as Seamen, that fhould volun- 
tarily come to lift in his Majefty's Service? Sir, what 
Inftrudlons our regulating Captains had, I know not; bat 
I know, that they refufed or rejedled a great many Landmen, 
and not a few Seamen: Whereas, in the Time of fuch 
Diilrefs, tvery Man that had no infedtious Dillemper upon 



( i87 ) 



1 



Kim, nor any natural rn^rmityj ougbt to have been ac- Anna 19^ Cveo- 

ccpted* And if we had begun with foirming a ^ody oF '^iJlif' 

Marines by Draughts from our reguhr Regiments, which "^-/^r^/ 

his Majerty might have done, as foon as he foi^nd a War 

unavoidable i we might hare replaced them by new Levies* 

and might by this 7'ime have had in the Wcft^fndies fuch 

a Numher of Marines^ as would not only h^ive taken, but 

J)eld ^ny Place we thought fit to attack; /bras our Squadron 

in that Part of the World can meet with Ho Oppofition at 

SeSj they might, as {bonai they arrived, have fent every one 

ofcheir Marines upon fome Expedicfon at Land ; and as 

die Enemy has no regular Army there, a Body of difciplined 

Soldiers, formed into independent CompaniesofMarines* 

would have been as fit for the Service, as the bcil and 

fnoft regular Regiments we can fend thither 

' I think I have now anfwered every Objeflion that has 
been made to the Motion; I hope. Sir, I have given (uch 
Arguments for it, as are convincing, and therefore, I hope, 
every Gentleman that hears me^ will join with me in giving 
Ills Affirmative to the Quellion/ 

Sir Robert Walpolc, 

S t R, 

* Whatever other Gentlemen may fuppofe with regard 
10 the Speeches or Demands of their Sovereign, I think ic 
if the Duty of his Majelly's Servants j even tho* they be 
Members of this Houfe, to talk with great Refped ofchofc 
Speeches that arc made by him^ aad of thofe Demands that 
arc ipade 'm his Name, as well as of thofe Meffages that 
aire iigncd by him ; and when they know, which fome of 
chem may do^ that they are not the Speeches or Demands 
of MmilUrs, but the real Speeches or Demands of their Sor 
vcrcign and Mailer, they may, I thiqk, make ufe of his 
Majcfly'5 Name, even in this Houfe^ without incurring 
any jull Ceo fore, I know that no Member of this Houfe 
ought to have an implicit Faith in any Man, or in any 
Opinion : We ought to give Credit to no Fa£t, unlefs it 
be vouched by undoubted Evidence, or fup ported by proper 
Authority, jn Cafes that will not admit of Evidence ; 
Neither ought we to aflent to any Opinion, uniefs it b? 
rdablifhed by folid Reafoning. But in State-A£nr5, par- 
ikuhrly in Time of War, Fads may arifc^ which may be 
certainly true, and may havefufficient Vouchers* and ytt 
ihofe Vouchers may be fuch as cmnot be laid before v 
I^rlrament : J n fuch C^fes, we mult depend upon h is 
Majelly's Authoricy * and the only Mechod by which that 
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Anno 13, Geo. Authority can be commanicated, is by Speech, MeSafit^ 
'^»7>9. pr Demand. 

C^V'N.i^ ♦ Every Gentleman will, I believe. Sir, allow, that 
defigned Invaiions atid Infurredlions are Fads ot this 
Nature. There may be fuch Defigns, and more probably 
in Time of War, than at any other Time j there may be 
fufficient Vouchers of fuch Deiigns, and yet thofe Vouch- 
ers may be fuch as cannot be communicated to Parliament; 
therefore, had I not the lead Concern in the AdminiCLra- 
tion, or in his Majedy's Councils, I fhould be apt to 
believe any Infinuation of fuch a Defign, if fuch an Iiifi^ 
Siuation fhould be made by his Majeily, either in exprels 
Terms, by Speech or Meffage, or tacitly, by deiiriog (uck 
a Number of Forces as might be neceffary for defeating oc 
preventing the Execution of fuch Defigns. This ought at 
all Times to be an Argument of fome Weight for prevailing 
upon us to grant the Number of Forces, both by Sea and 
Jjand, which our Sovereign may think neceflary ; bat in 
Time of War, this Argument ought to have a much greater 
Weight ; becaufe our Sovereign may then have in View, 
not only to defeat the fecret Defign? of our Enemies againft 
us, but to execute fome fecrec Defigns againft them. 

* I (hall admit. Sir, that it is our Duty in this Houfe to 
be jealous of the Liberties and Privileges of the People^ and 
to be asfparing of their Purfes, as is confident with cbeir 
Welfare and Security. But both Jealoufy and Frugality maj 
be puihed too far : Jealoufy otten prompts the Sufpe£ted to 
that which would never have entered into their Heads, if 
they had not found themfelves caufelefsly fufpe£ied ; and 
by not giving a little to thofe that arc to defend us, we 
may have the Whole taken away by thofe that are to attack 
us. I am certain, we had never lefs Caufe to be jealous 
than we have at prefent : No one Step of his prefent 
Majefty's Conduft could everfurpilh us with the leafl Inti- 
mation of his having a Deflgn to incroach upon our Liber* 
tics and Privileges, or to make a bad Ufe of the regular 
Troops we keep on Foot. Nay, if he had any fuch 
Inclination, the Complexion of our pretent Arn^y would 
prevent his indulging that Inclination, by forming Defigns 
againft our Liberties : The Education and known Seoti- 
ments both of the Officers and Soldiers of our Army, nuft 
convince us, that they are as great Enemies to arbitral^ 
power, as any other Set of A^en in the Kingdom ; 
therefore, I fhall always look upon our Army as a Guard 
to our Liberties, and the more vumerous it is, the better^ 
) ipuft fuppofe, our Liberties will be guarded* 
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« It is not, Sir, ftom any Apprehenfions I haTe of otrr AAnoijfGea. 
Army» witii regard to aur Liberties, that I am againlt its ^ iTlF^ 
being jjiadc more numertnis iban is now propofcd. It is the K^r^\^ 
Expedce alofie that gives me any Concern ; end upon ttiis 
ilccount only^ [ ftiall always be againll our raifing or keeping 
pp a greater Number of Troops than I think abfolutely ne- 
ctSkry for the Security of our Liberties, Privi leges ^ and Pro- 
perties , But my Concern, in thi^ refpe^, i {hall mvtr allow 
to carry mc ib lar, as to expofc the People to be iQvaded and 
plundered by their Enemies, for the fake of favii^g ihcm 
that Trifle of Expence, whicb may be neceiTary for keeping 
on Foot a few more Troops, or for maintainirig a few more 
Officers ; and confidering that the Saving to be ms Jc by 
what is now propofed, would amount but to a mere Triile, J 
fhould never forgive myfelf for fuch a trifling and ill-umetf 
Frugality, if any Corner of oac Dominions fhoilld be ptun- 
dercd and laid wafte, for wane ot a ftiffictent Number of 
regular Troops to repel an invading Enemy ; or if the Ma- 
rx dc Forcea we fend Abroad ihould, upon any £ngagement» 
jun into Confufion, and be deflroyed, for want oT Fietd- 
Oflicf rs to command them, and keep them in ordcr^ 

• J know. Sir. it is our Duty in this Houle, to give our 
rood fmcere Advice to ourSovrercign^ a< often as any im.- 
poriant Occurrence makes it neceiliLry i but, in order to 
give that Advice its proper Weight* we ought to take Carp 
that it ihall always be attended with Dignity ; therefore, we 
ought not to inter pofe with our Advice too frequently, or 
upon rriiling Occafions ; and we ought never to give it but 
upon full and mature Deliberation, The Affiir now before 
as is, r think, of too trifling a Nature for us to interpofe 
with our Advice, cfpccially as it has not been particularly 
afked upon the pre fen t Occafion i and lam lure it cannot 
be faid, that we have fully and maturely con fide red what we 
arc about. The Addrefs propoled muH be allowed to be 
fomcibing very diffefcnt from an humble Advice, As rhe 
EUimate for Marines, prepared by his Majeily*s Orjcr, is 
now before us, this Addrefs will be looked 00 as a Con- 
demnation of fhe Eilimatc j for if that Eftiraate be pro- 
perly drawn up Jf the Method thereby propofed for raifing 
Marines be the moll proper and frugal that can be thought 
of, what Occafion can there be for fuch an Addrefs ? it we 
approve of the Eftiraate. it would be ridiculoas in ui t» 
prdeot fuch an Addrefs ; therefore our agreeing to, or pre- 
ieoting fuch an Addrefj^ muA be confidered as a Condemjaf 
tion of the Edim^te now before us; and J appeal to every 
Gentleman of this Houlc, whether he has lufficicntJy ex- 
amined that EilmUQ for cfiablipg him to pats Sentence of 
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Anno I g,*Gea Condemnation upon it. Such a Sentence ought not, f think* 
^^73P- to be pafled till the Eftimate has bien aAually read in the 

^>i^y^\J Houfe ; but fo far from being read in the Hou(e, I ielim^ 
it has been read but by a very few Members of the Home s 
and therefore, if no Gentleman give his Vote for the Ad- 
drefs or Sentence of Condemnation propofed, but lie that 
has read the Eftimate, I believe, I may eafily gaefs what 
will be the Fate of the Quellion. 

< Sir, I hope I may fuppofe, that, in order to fix upon the 
mod proper Methods for railing and forming a Body of 
Marines, thofe who have the Honour to advife the Crowa 
took Care to examine the feveral Eftablifhments of Ma- 
rines made in former Times, and the feveral Services they 
were employed in; and as there are feveral Perfbns fJJl 
alive, who were in the Service in King William and Queen 
Anne's Time, I may fuppofe thatthofe Perfons were ex- 
amined, in order to know, from them, how the Marines 
performed the Services they were employed in; and the 
Defedls or Advantages that were found in the Eftabliihments 
then made. This, I mufl fuppofe, was done by thofe who 
have the Honour to advife the Crown, before th«y could 
think themfelves qu:ilifi^d for giving a proper Advice ; and 
this I think we ought to do, before we can agree to facha 
Motion as the prefent. But can it be faid, that we have 
made any fuch Enquiry, that we have examined any one 
Perfon, or that we have before us any one of thofe Paperi| 
which we ought to look into, before we prefume to give hb 
Majefly any Advice upon this Head ? Therefore, this Ad- 
drefs, call it an Advice, as fome Gentlemen pretend it is, or 
call it a Condemnation of the Eilimate now before you, as I 
think it really is; in (hort, call it what you will, it cannot 
be faid to be the Effed of a mature Deliberation ; and there* 
fore, it cannot be attended with that Dignity, which we 
ought carefully to preferve in all our Applications or Ap« 
proaches to the Crown. 

' For this Reafon, Sir, if I approved of the Advice pro- 
pofed, I could not approve of this hafly and inconfiderato 
manner of refolving upon it ; but the Advice itfelf is fuch a 
one as I cannot approve of It is to me, indeed, a very 
new fort of Dodlrine, that, in Time of War, we have no 
Occafion to keep within the Ifland a greater Number of 
Troops, than in a Time of themoft profound Tranquillity. 
When we are at open War with a Nation that has a confi- 
dcrable Navy, tho' nothing equal to ours ; when that Nation 
had a great Number of Veteran Troops in their Provinces 
that are next to us; and when they are every Day both 
fitting out Men of War and Tranfporcs, I fhoald think it 

very 
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very an wife in us, not to keep at Home, for our Defence, a Anno 
more numeroas Army than we afually have in Time of Jl^ "73P 
Peace. We may defpife the naval Power of Spain in oar 
Speeches and Converiacion here at Home: 1 fliall grant, it 
J5 no way equal to ours: I (hall grant^ they have but f€W 
Ships of their own fit for being made Traofports i but there 
ts always a grc£>t Number of foreign Ships in their Har- 
bours : Before the War broke out, there were often more 
Briti fit Merchant Ships in their Harbour of Cadiz alone* 
than WQuid have been fufH^ent for tranfponing 10,000 
Foot CO firltam or Ireland; and aa that Tr^de mdft Hill be 
carried on, and will now be carried on by the Merchant 
Ships of Holland, France, and other Nations, we muftfup* 
pofe, that there will always be more foreign Ships in the 
Forts of Spain, than are neccfTary for traofportbg lo or 
12,000 Infantry to this Idand or to Ireland. Thcfe Ships 
the Court of Spain may, by an Embargo^ force into their 
Service ; and as onr Fleet may be locked up in the Channel 
by ctmrary Winds, it may be impoflibSeforys to fend out a 
Squadron, either to intercept their deijgned Armado, cr to 
lock it up ordellroy it in their Harbour* This is an Acci- 
dent we can provide agai lift no other way, but by having at 
all times a Land Army equal to any they can invade us with, 
for oppofing them at, or foon after their landing ; apd 
therefore, I JhaH always be for keeping a more numeroua 
Body of Troop? within the Hind in Time of War, than 
was ever thought neceifary in Time of Peace. 

• Butbeiides the Number of Troops neceilary to be kept 
at Home* for guarding us agalnft Invafions or Incurfions, 
furely, Sir, in fime of War, we ought to have fome ccr- 
lain N limber of regular Troops ready to be fcnt out upon 
fuch Dtlign^ agaijiit the Enemy, as future Incidents may 
encourage us eq undertake. As the Winter- Time is the bell 
for attacking the Enemy in America, we cannot, perhaps, 
fend out any Land*Forccs for that Purpole before the Month 
f>f J lily nc Jit ; but there are other P J aces where we may, 
perhaps, a I rack the Spaniards with Advantage to ourfelves, 
and great Prejudice to them; and, for this Purpofe, it may 
be proper to fend out a Body of dtfciplined 1 roqps early in 
the Spring, I do not know that his MajeAy has, at pre- 
feot, any fuch Project in view ; but, fuppofe he has not, 
yet many Accidents may occur before that time, for rendering 
tke Succcfs of fuch a ProjeQ not only probable but certain? 
and could any one approve of our Condufl, if we Jhoul<i 
Jofe fpch an Opportunity, by not having a fpare Body of 
I^nd-Forccs ready to be fcnt upon the Execution ? Could 
the faviog of So or ioo,oool, which is the ytmoft we can 
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Aiirtoi},(Sco.favx*by what is now propofed, any way, counter-balance the 
ft, 17 jp. Advantage we might reap by the Succefs of fuch a Defign } 

^"V^^^ ^ r cannot pretend to fay, Sir, whether this War can be 
of a long Continuance or no ; but, I am certain, that the 
lAoIl infallible Method We can take, for making it of a 
long Continuance, is to be fo fforiimoniousat the BeginniBg, 
a$ not to make the proper Proviiion for carrying it on with 
Vigour. We are told, by the higheft Authority, that they 
who go to War ought to confult, whether they be aibltf with 
10,000, to meet thofe who come againd them with 20,000. 
Bat, it feems, we mull be able to do a great deal more ; for 
with 28,000 Land-Forccs, we propofe to overcomie Spain 
with above ioo,coo. It is true, our Navy is much faperior 
to theiris ; but, by our Navy alone, we cannot propofe to 
force theifi to a Peace : We muft attack them at Land fom'e 
^here or other ; and, for this Purpofe, we muft have a 
Efficient Land-Force. [ believe ihey have not at prefent 
any great Number of regular Troops in the Well-indici, 
dnd we may prevent their fending a great Fleet and Army 
thefe at one time ; but we cannot prevent their (ending fmail 
Detachments in fingle Ships, or in half a dozen Ships at a 
time ; and, by fuch means, they may confiderably increafe 
their regular Troops in the Well-Indies, even before we can 
fend any to attack them. It is, therefore, nc-^v xmpoffibleto 
tell, wliat Niimber of Troops it may be necefTary for us to 
fend thither, either for attacking the Enemy, or defying 
our own Dominions, in that Part of the World ; and, if we 
fend Veteran Troops thither, the new- raifed Troops thit are 
to replace them here at Home, ought to be levied ibmc 
Months before, in order that they may be trained to Difci- 
' pline, and ready for Service, before we fend away the old ; 
fbr tho* we ought, and certainly mufl fend out Troops for 
attacking the Enemy, or defending our Dominions Abroad, 
I hope no Gentleman will fay, that we ought, for that Pur- 
pofe, to leave our Dominions at Home defencelefs. 

< I (hall not fay. Sir, that a Body of 28 or 29,000 Men 
is abfolutely necefiary for our Defence at Home ; hot, I 
will fay, that we ought to have that Number at leaK, befidet 
the Marines now propofed to be raifed, in order to be in a 
Condition to fpare 8 or 10,000, as Occafion may require, 
for didrefling the Edemy, or defending our Dominions 
Abroad. And now, Sir, with regard to the Method of 
raifing and forming the Body of Marines propofed, «» no 
Gentleman queftions its being necefiary to make them fit 
for Land as well as Sea- Service, I am furprized to hear any 
Gentleman fay, that they ought to be formed into indepen- 
dent Companies, rather than Regiments. I believe, every 
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Cientleman that hm ever Teen arjy Service, will Tay, tli^t a Annorj, Ceo. 
Body of Men formed into Regiments, are betritr for Land- 11- 173^?- 
Service, and lefs lhb\e tp Confufion, than a Bijdy of Men V^/'VX^ 
formed into iodepender^t Companies ; and this h coniirmed 
by the present Pradice of every State in Europe* In Jitde 
Attacks 3-nd Skirmilhcsj where there are not above z or 
^00 Men of a Side, independenc Companies m^iy do as well 
as a Detachment trom a Regiment ; bat where the contend- 
ing Armies amount to Thou land ^, it Is certain, that RegU 
inents are more proper than independent CofP parries » and* , 

as this Jaft may very probably be the Cafe of our Maruies, 
J itiuft think they ought to be formed into Regiments. I 
(hall grant, that, whiJil thofe Regiments are on board our 
Men of War, the Field-Oflicers can be of no Service; but 
I hope ihey will feldom be for any long time on board our 
Men of War: They will be thtre only during the time of 
traniporting them from one Place to another; and wherever 
they go, the Field-Ofiicers muft go along with them, in order 
to take the Command of them as foon as landed : There- 
foie, 1 hope, no Gentleman will grudge the Expence of i Jt 
or 20 Field-Officer% when k comes in Competiuon with the 
Behaviour of our Troops and the Glory of our Counlry. 

* Now, Sir, M to the other Officers, if Gentlemen will 
but take time to look into the El^tmate upon our Table, and 
compare it with former Ellabliihmeats of the iame Nature, 
they will fee that the Body of Marines, now to be raifed» ia 
to have no more Officers of any kind thaji former Experience 
has fticwn to be neceifary. I know, that the Marines railed 
in 169a, had 200 Men in each Company ; but Experience 
foon ftiewedj that fucb Companies .were not fit for Land- 
Servke, therefore they were reduced long before King 
William^ Death to too Men in a Company; and in 1702, 
ihe Mirines thai were then raifed, conftfkd but tf 60 Mca 
ID a Company; whereas^ by tiie Euimate upon our Ta- 
ble, if I may have leave to mention an Etiimate not yet 
read in the Houfe, the Marines now to be railed, are tocon- 
Bi\ of 70 Men in a Company, wnict\ is thchighclt NuniDer 
that, as all experienced Officers fay, any Company of Foot 
ought to con fill of. 

* LaJlIy, Sir, as to the private Men, of which this Body 
of Marines is to be compofed, I muti think his Majelfy if 
this bell Judge, whether they ought to be ail new r^iifed Men 
Ofo!d Soldiers, or partly one and ptiitly the other j becauie 
he knows betl what Service they are to be fcnt upon, and 
when they i!ic to be fcnt. ft they are not to he fent out till 
lour or hve Months 4f«cr they arc raffed, it does not figmry 
much, whether they beall new railVtl Men orno, bccaufc J» 
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ATino 15, Geo t rat time, tlicy wVA W prerry well Jirciplined ; efpeeiafTy If 
lliJiV* they are to be frnt to the VVelt Indies, because I hey wilf 
have no Enemy to encounter there » bat the Milftia of the 
Country^ or I'ome of the wotti of the Spanffti Troops ; for, 
whatever ^%^ msy do, I am confident the Spaniards wiU 
keep their b*ll Troop* at Home to defend their Mother- 
Country. If the private Men fhould be all ciraughted out 
of the Regimt^nts now in our S^rvice^ it would be a Lofs 
rather thrrn a ^sving to the Nation : b^caufe an equal Nuta- 
ber of Recruits mull be immediately niifed, for completing 
thofe Rcgi mentis fom ivhich the Marines arc draughted ; 
»nd, as i^ wi!l be more diiHcalt to find Recruits for March- 
jng Regiment*! than f^r MarineSj we muil give a greater 
Uewartj for cnliliing. Thus, if we chtiic the cheapcit wiy 
of forming a Body of M^rints, we mail take as many new- 
raifed Men a5 hist Msjeiiy may think confiftent with the 
Service itpon which lie is to fend them ; and, J am lure, it 
will be thequiekeflj for a great many Fellows that called 
Ihfmfelvea Seamen^ have been rrj<?£li;d or turned out of ot>r 
Men of War, bec^ufe they were found not to be expert Sea- 
men, nor any way fit for their Bufmefs. Thefe Men wiJJ all 
immediateSy lifl as Marines^ and wiJl make good Marines, 
tho' they couTd not be accepted of as good Seamen ; for tho* 
ft Capcain r-f a Man of War, after he has got a fufficjent 
Number of expert Seamen on board hb Ship, may accept 
#jf ahk'bodied Landmen or Seamen, that are not expert in 
their Bufinefs, in order to make up his full Complement, yet 
the regulating Captains could accept of very few but expert 
Seamen, becaure they could not know how they were 10 be 
difporfd of^ and by accepting of too many Landmen, or 
urflciUoI Searrren, fuch a Number *f them mighty by Acci- 
dent, hfive been put on board one of our Men of Watj a» 
might have been the Qiufe tf lofing the Ship, 

• Upon this Occafion* Sir, I muft defire, that Geotlemen 
wouidconfider, which of the two Services, rhe Public or the 
MercliHiu-Service, ought, in Time of public Danger, to be 
preferred. As we do not| in Time of Peace, keep a Nombef 
*>f Seamen in Pay, ftiBicJent for manning our Navy in Time 
cif War, %vhcn a War firft breaks out, the Public-Service 
jnii(^ be negltfted, or the Merchant Service mtill be di Href 
fed. This is a Confequence which it is impoJIible to avoiiJt 
any way, but by keeping in continual Pay fuch a Number 
of Stamen, as may be near Aifficient to m.^n the moff nume* 
roos Fleet we have occaiion to fit out in l*i me of War; aa<j 
until this i? done, I ^m fure, tv^ry Gentleman that hai » 
trne reg=std for hia Country, will chofe to have a iliort Stop 
or Inieriuption put to Our Trade, rather than to have our 
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Whole c^ppred to itnmmcni Danger, by not fiulng out fuch Antio j|, Geo, 
3 Number of Mea of War as may be iufficicaE for our i>e- ^^^ ^719^ 
fence. 

* f hope, I have now {hewn, Sfr* that, were the Advice, 
propoft;iJ to be given by this AjJrcfs, in itfdf right* it 
would be nrrong in us to give it wichouca more maturt De- 
liberation; and, f hope,fhav(i hkcwifc (hewn, that It up* 
pears to be wroog in every Partic^ilar, i^'H fure, no Gen- 
(Itrman that thinks F am right in cither of ihele Cafes^ can 
give his Affirrtnacivc ro the Queilion ; and I ih.ill thiuk my- 
ielf very unlucky, if ihe MAJoTny of ihia Houfe ihouJd 
ihink r am wrong in both. A^ for the dj^clam^iory Excor- 
fions that have been m:idc about the Alarm given to the 
People by the great Number of Ofncers, Civil and Mili- 
tary, we have ac present, and abouc the Danger our Liber- 
ties and Conllicmion may be titpo^ed by corrtij^ Pra.dices» 
they may be, and I (ind they are^ jntfoducej int<.> *v<jry De- 
bited but a» it would be an cndkfi liJk to ariiw^r them 
upon every Occafioo, all \ (ball i^iy to them upoir ihis, is, 
rhac we arc here in the propi^r Phc? for enquirmg into fuch 
Things : If any Gentlenijii ttnows of an unnecelfary Office 
that has been lately fet upt or an unnecefTfiry OiScer aji- 
pointcd ; if any Gentleman know/s of any Attack that h^^< 
been lately maile, or attempted, upon our Contliitition i or 
if any Gentleman knows of any corurpt Praflices lately in- 
tifoduced, or made ufeof, he tt^^y, nny, as a Member of this 
Houfe, which is the grand li>quel^ of tne Nntton^ h^ b in 
Duty bound to take iiotice of it to the Baulc t But then he 
ought to be particular : He ought to name the Office or 
OSi:tr fee up or appointed, the Attack that lias been at- 
lempteJ, Of the corrupt Prj^fiice that has bcL-n m^de ufe of ; 
and he ought to move for an Enquiry into what he liud^ 
faute with i fur by thus declaiming in general, he an do 
no Service ta his Country, he can give jIic Houfe no Infor- 
mation, nor correct any Abufe. He does nothing bjt take 
upihe time of tSiis Hojfe molt anneceflirily j for he cannot 
cxpetl tliat iucb gt^neral Decbmat(Ons, thu* they may pleiifc 
the Galleries, ftould have an influence upon any Ger.{:eman 
that has the Honour of beit g a Member of the Houfei and 
much leU can he expcfl their having fuch an Iniiuence m 
this Queiiion, where the vigorous Hroftcuaon of the War 
is at S.aUe* than in any QueHJon of a diflirrent Nc^ture that 
can come before us/ 

The QjicUion was then put and pifled in the Negative^ 
Ayes 9;, Noes 177. 

The i^fb, Refolded, Tkit an humble Addrefs be pre- 
dated to his M,-jeJiyi /or a Cory of an Euimate of I'ne 
C c 2 £a**blifiw 



(19^) 

Anno n,GcaEftabIiftmenc of the fix Regiments of Marines for tlicYea^ 

IL i7^P* 1740, to b' laid btfore ihetp* 
\^'\^\m/ Th^ 29th- A Motion was macTe, and the Qiieflion be! tig 
put. ihat his Maje(t)* be addfefled for Copies or Extra^s 
of fuch Mcmomlsj or 'R^prefentarions, as have been made 
10 the King of S^min, or his MioilUrs, from the Treaty of 
Seville ca the 9th of March 1738, relating to Spanifh Dc* 
prcdaiions ; It pafled in die Negative. 

A Motion was made, and the Queftion being putp to 
Addrefs hii Majeily, for Copies or Ex trails of ail Letters 
written, and InJlrudlions given by the Secretaries of State* 
&:c. to any of the Governors of the Britifh Piantations in 
America, &c from the Treaty of Sevitlc to the £pil of 
January 1738, relating to the Spanifli Depredations: It 
pafied in the Negative, Ayes 55, Noes 9^. 

A Motion was niade, and the Qqelbon being put» to 
Addrefs his Mijeily, for Copies of all the tnftrudions and 
Letters fent to Mr. Keene by his Majelly's Miniflcfs^ 
autborisiing him to conclude and fign the Convention between 
his Mrtjeily and the King of Spain, on the J4th of January 
1738 9» N» S. It pafied in the Negative, Ayes 98, 
Noes 172. 

The 30th, Read a firft time the Malt BilU 

Received an Acconct of the Eitabl^fhment of the fix 
Hcg indents of M^uinea id i 704 

Agreed to the Keporc of Wtdrjcfday's Refolutions, viz. 

Reio^ved, That 28852 Men be granted far Land-Forcet 
for the Service of the Year 1740* 

That 860,150/. 10 /. ^^^ be granted for maintaining 
them. 

Ktfoh'edj That^Sgo Men be employed as Marines for 
the Seiv tee of the Year 1 740. 

That u8, 214 / I /. be granted for raifing and main- 
taining them irom Otiober 25, 17S91 to December 24, 

J 74O' 

Jjec. 5d< Read a fecond time the Malt-Bill. 

The 4th, Agreed to the Report of Yeilerday'* Refdo- 
tion, in a Committee on W^ysand Means, viz. Refofv^'d, 
That towards' raifing the Supply granted 10 his Majdly, 
the Sum of four Shillings in the Pound be raifed as Land- 
Tax for 1740. And a Bill was Ordered in accordingly. 

Read a fccond time the Bill far themoreeflTeaual fccuring 
and encouraging the Tr^dc of his Majefty's Britiih SubjeQ^ 
to America, and for the Encouragement of Seamen to cntCf 
into His M.^jiiij'a Service. 

The 5th, Read a ikft time the Land- Tax Bill. 
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In a Co mm lute, went through the Malt Bill^ «iricii feireral Anrnif^^Gco, 
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The 6th. Agreed to the Report of the Malc-Bill, and ^_A>r">b-*' 
ordered It to be ergrcfled. 

Read a lecand tiiue the Laiid*Tax BUf . 

The jth. Rc3d a third time and piifM the lVLT?t*Bflf* 

In a Committee wc;nt through the Land-I^ax Gill, with 
fcverai Amendmtnts, 

7 ht^ loch, Kead a firft time a BIH, for the better Supply 
of yariners and Seamen, to Tcrve in hb Majriiy^s Ships 
of War^ and on board Merchant Shi ps^ and other Trading 
VeiTeh, and Privateerg. 

Received a Petit ioti from the South Sea Company, 
agiiintl the Bill for the more efFedual Tecuring ^iid encou^ 
raging the Trade of hh Mpjdly's Britifti Subjeds to Ame- 
rica, and flir the Encouragement of Seamen. 

Received a Petition of WiHrnm MitcheN Efq; complain* 
irig of an undue E!e£ltun and Return for the County ol 
fiuntingdon. Which was ^r^^ered to be heard cit the Bar 
of tfie Houfe upon the i4.th of January, 

Agreed to the Report ut tne Land Tax-Bill : And 
ordered it to be engrolfed. 

The 1 1 th. Read a iecond time a Bill fut* better Snppl/ 
of Mariners and Seamen. 

The 1 3th. Read a third time, and puffed the Land-Tax- 
fillK 

Went thro% in a Committee, the Bill for better Supplf 
of Manners and Seamen, with leveril Atncndments. 

The 13th. Agreed to the Rtjport of the Btll for better 
Supply of Manners and bcamen, and ordered it 10 be en- 
grolled. 

The 14th. Received feveral Kilimates of Accotants, 

Read a Ihird Time and piafTed a BilJ for betrer Supply of 
Mariners and Seamen to lerve in hk MajeUy's Ships of 
War, and on board Merchant Sijips^ and other Trading 
VeiTels, and Privateers, 

The t7th- In a Committee of the whole Houfe upon 
the Biil for the more eHtfiu^l kcuring and encouraging 
the Trade of his Majerty*s Brittlh SubjeL^s to America, 
ind for the Encour;igement of Seamen to enter into his 
M"i<ily'^ Service; it was moved that.aClauie be added 
to impower the Lords of che Admiriitty totmprets one Mau 
out at hve, out of the Merchanc-Sbips trading to Jmerka, 
wiiich, wflcr Tome Debate, p^iiled in the Affirmative, on a 
Divifion, A>es 86, Noes 60. 

Thty rio took into Conftderntion, the Petition of the 
South S:a Company, claiming the lolc Trade to America^ 

within 
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Anno i|4 Gfio tvtthiti the LtmUs, ai prefcribcd in thdr Charter. And 

n. i75p. went chfo' the Bin, and mide fcTcral Amendnifots to tfa« 
fame** / 

The iSch. A Motion W25 made, and the Qaeflion hemg 
put, thut the Ho Life be calkd over upon ch^ i6ch gf , 
January. M 

It p:iCtd in ibc Negative, on a Divifmn, Ayea 6 1 , ■ 
Noes 136. 

The 19th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill, for the 
more effectual fccurmg our Trade to America, and for the 
Encouragement of Seamen, with the Amendments. Antl 
ordered it to be engrciTed. M 

The zoch. The Houfe took into confideratmn, laV 
Amendment made by the Lords to the Bill for the better 
Supply of Planners and Seamen to ferve in his Majeft^'j 
Ships of War, and on board Merchant Ships, and other 
Trading VeiTeb and Privateeri f. And agreed eo Efa§ j 
&me. ■ 

His MajcHy came to the Houfc of Peers, and g^ve the " 
Koyal Aflent to the MaU-Afl, to the Land-Tdx A^, to 
the Ad for the better Supply of Mariners and S^amtn^ and 
to one private Afl. 

Read a firJl time^ a Bill for Naturalizing fuch far^ign 
ProteJIants, as are lettled^ or Amll iettle, in any of hts 
KL^jefiy's Colonies in America. 

Read a third time and paSsd a Bill, fur the more efe* 
tuai fecuring and encouraging the Trade of his Majcfty's 
Brilifh Subjeds ;o America, and for the Encouragement 
ofSi^amen to enter into hia Mnjelly^s Service. Ojdei^d it 
to the Lords, 

Refolved, That an humble Addrefs be pre Tented to his 
Majelly, that a Lift of all the Officers of his Ali^j fty*j 
Potcea, on the Britiih and IriJli EtUbliHiment, with the 
Dates of tfjeir iirit Commiirions, may be J aid before chein. 
And then the Houfe adjourned to the 8th of January, 

January 3th- Ordered, That feveral EHtmatea of Ac* 
Counts, relating to the Debt of the NFavy, ^c. f^t liie 
Year 1739, be laid before them. Alj'jurneii to the \^ih 
of January, 

The 1 4th. Received a Petition from the Commiffioncn 
of WeftminHer- Bridge, giving an Account that they b!d 
difpofed of great Part ul the Sams already granted thcfd, 

atid 



* 'T/je Biil imk upji<vt DiJjs Cf^Jideratim in 4t Cemmiii«\ 
af the iihaU Hmfi, | 

f This Bid NnfurtiJizei ali Foreigmri wi-* fj-iH ///n m | 
Smmtit in tht Briftfo Ssf^iapr i'w§ Tmrs iiirmim^ 
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8n2 tliereupon praying for fuch further Powers and Sums Afinoij, Ge4^ 
nt the Houfe fliall j*idge moft proper, &c- Referred to a U- '75P- 

Ordered the Thanks of the Houfe to be given to the 
Reverend Dr. Barton^ for his Sermon preach'J before them 
upon the 9th Inft^nif being the Day appointed far a Ge- 
neral Fatl, and that he bedefirfd to prim the fame. 

Read a fvcond lime a Bill for Hataralizing fach foreign 
Prnteftants as are fertled, or (hdll fettle* in any of his Ma* 
jelly *s Colonies in Amcnca, 

Heard Counfel upon the Petition of William Mire hell, 
Efq; agaiull Charles Clarke, Efq; returned duly eleded for 
the Conn ty of Huntingdon » relating to his Qua! iAcaiions* 
which being fully proved, Mr. Clarke was declared duly 
cleaed. 

The ijrh. Read a firH time a Bill for prohibiting 
Commercl with Spiifl. 

Ordeied feveral i^ciopnts relating to the Proceedings of 
th& Coramlflioners of Wcllminlkr- Bridge to be laid before 
tbem, 

The Houfe proceeded to the Heariivg of the Matter of 
the Petition of Charles Vanbrugh Efq complaining of an 
undne Ek^ion and Return for the Borough of Plymouth in 
the CoQTjty of Devon. And the Counfel 00 both fides were 
called in : And the fa id Petioon was read. And the laft 
De term inat Ion of the Houfe, concerning the Right cfek£ling 
Burgefles to fervc in Piirltament for the fa id Borough, 
made ilie 9th of June 1660. which was then refolvcd to 
be in the Mayor and Com mo natty of the faid Borough, wai 
alfa read. 

Then the Counfel for the Pettcioner were heard, and 
infined that the Word Commonalty, in the faid Jafi Deter- 
mination, extends only to the Freemen of the feid Borough, 
exclufiire of the Freeholders thereof. Which being denied 
by the Counfe] for Juhn Rogers, Efq; the iittiag Member, 
who infdled that the Word Commonalty incbdea the 
freeholders of the faid Borough 1 the Counfel for Captain 
I'^anbrugh the Pet it f oner proceeded to give Evidence* in 
fopport of their Conftruflion of the faid Word. And a 
Charter granted by K. William III. and feveral Copies of 
Rerurtis were read ; and the Queftion being put, That 
the Counfel for the fitting Member be admitted to produce 
in Evidence a public Book of the Corporation of Plymouth, 
contain ifig Ablira6s of Leafes granted by the faid Corpo^ 
ration, and feveral other Matters ; in which Book, the faid 
Counfel al ledge, there is a Memorandum of a Form, made 
ja the Yenr 1676, by t^c then lown Clerk of thcfaid Cor- 
poration, 
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Q^opo^^t^o^* ^^^ Return cfMemberi to (ervt in Parlfament 
far ihe Uid Borough of Flyraoutb^ bu: with aMemorawJ«m 
alfftin the laid Book, that the faid Form was not madeufe 
of, but the old form ufed ; Jt pafled in the Negaiive. 

The i6Lh» Petitions horn the unhappy Prifoners for D^bt 
in the VVooJltreet- Compter, Yqrk:, Staffbrd, and Mar0ia!lca 
South war k, were feveraUy prelentcd to tfie Houre, and read» 
compUiajng ol their Diilref?, and praying Relief. And 
they were IcVcraliy ordered to lie on the Table. In a grand 
Committee on the Supply, came to feveral Refolations, 

The 17th. Agreed to the Report of yeilerday's Refolu* 
tions on the Supply, vh. refolvcd chat 260,2031. ^s^ id. |, 
be granted for maintaining his Miijeily's Forces and Garri* 
ions in the Plantations, Mintjrcaand Gibraltar, and for Pro- 
visions for the Garnfous at Anapolis Royal, Canfo, PU- 
Centia, Gibraltar and Georfia, for 1740. 

That 599HI. be granted for maintiining the Widows of 
fwrh reduced Officeis of his Majeily'a Latid-Forces and Ma* 
fines who dieii upon the EiUblitbment of HnH^pay in Great 
Britain, and who were married to them before the 25th of 
December I7r6, for 1740, That 94,07 r I i is. 3d. be 
granted for the Charge of the OfHce ol Ordnance for ijaod* 
5ervicej for 1740. That 46* 362 L 13*. ^d. be granted for 
defrayini^ the extraordinary Ex pence of the Office of Ord- 
nance for Land'Service* not provided for by Parliament 
That 20, 000 f. be granted to replace to the Sinking- Fusid, 
the like Sum paid out of the fame to the Bunk of Engbnd 
for one Year's Jnterelt on 500,000!. lent on the Credit of 
ihcS.^lr Duty towards the Supply of 1735. 

ThLit 586: I. 1 8&* 9d. be granted to replace to the Sinking* 
Fund, the like Sum paid out of the fame, to make good 
the Deficiency of the Stamp Duties at Chrillmas 1738, 

That 5^,333^. be granted on Account of Subfidy payable 
to the King of Denmivrk, purfuant to a Treaty dated the 
14th of March, N. S for 1740. 

Then the 13oufe proceeded to the further Hearing of the 
Matter of the Pet a ion of Charles Vanbrugh, Efq; com- 
plaining of an undue K!et\ioti and Return for the Borough 
of Piymoiith in ihe County of Devon, And the Counfel 
were Crdl^'d in: And the Counsel for the futing Member 
proceeded in their Evidence, in fupport of their ConllruflioK 
of the Word " Commoimhi' in the h\\ Determination of 
the Houfe, concerning the Right of ckfting Burgeflcs fbf 
£he fa id Borough, made the9ch D^y of June 1660* 

And the Report from the Committee of Privileges and 
E'edicjns, in the Retgn of Witliam and Mary, was read, 
And tile Coutifciou bjth Sides were diredcd to withdraw. 

Reiolvd, 
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Refolvcdj That in the hH Determi nation of this HottlK Annofj.dfeciw 
cf the Right of tileftbn of Members :o ierve in PArliament ^^ *7ii^- 
for the Borough of Plymouth m the County of 0evon^ 
made the gtb Diy of June j66o, which h aa Ibllowcth, 
•' That the Mayor and Comraotialty of Plymouth, have 
*' Right to citft \kmbers to iervc in Parliament foj that 
•* Borough I it appears to tbb Houfe, that ihe .WofJ,C?w- 
monai^t tliereio incodonedi exteiidcd to the Freemen onlyj 
of the faid Borough. And the QaelHon "being pac^.Tha£ 
John Rogers, Eiq^ is dyly eleded a Durgtrf&to Ibrve in this 
prefent PiVflbmcnt for Plymouth : It pftiTt^d lU the Ncgative^^ 
upon a Divifion, Ayt%^i\g^ Nt^^s iSq.. Riifolved^ That 
Charicfl Vanbrugh, Ef^j ii duly elei^ed^.JeCi 

7"be J 8th. Received fc vera! Accounts from Greenwich* 
Hofpital, bow the Money far the Year 1739 had been ex** 
pended. 

The 19th. Read aBrf! time* a BHl to indemnify PerfonSp 
who have otnicfcd to qualify thcmftlves for OfBces, withiii 
ehe rime Jimitedt by Law, and for allowing a further Time 
for that Purpfife. 

Agreed to tKe Report of Friday's Refolution, In a Com- 
mtuee on Ways and Means, viz. ReialvptJ, that 88»72zL 
7&« lod» now remaining in the Exchequer, being the Oi^er* 
pltis of tS.c Grants for 17391 ^^ iJTued and applied cowardl 
mjkinggood the Supply granted to his IVLijeliy in this Se^ioii' 
of Parliament. 

In a grand Committee, went thro* the Bill for natnra* 
liz^ing fuch fijrelgn Protcftants as are fettled, or fhall fettle, 
in any of his Majeily's Colonies in Amrica, 

Read a fecor.d time, a Bill for proliibiting Commerce 
wj;h Spain, 

Rect:ivcd Petitions from Prifoner* eonijned for Debt m 
the jiiU of Norwich, Lincoln, Wofceiter, and No^fb^k, 
prayiug Relief: And ihey were ordered to Uc on the Tables 

The 23d, Agreed to ,lhe Report of the Bill fornatura-^ 
lining foch foreign Protclkntt a* arc settled, or fh-l! fettle, 
in any of hii Miijeliy's Colonies in Amerka, with fev^rali 
Amendments* And ordered ihc BJl with the Amendments 
to be engrolTed, it 

The z4.ch. Read a firH time the ED! to explain atnd. 
amend an Ad for preventing Abates and Frnuds in the* 
WiioUen, Luincn, Couon and Iron Minufaifturcs. 

Rc4^ a fecond time the Bi!] to indeoinity Perfons whci 
have omiittd 10 take the Oaths, &c. 

The 25th. Read a third time, and paiTed the Bill for nam-- 
falixiug flircign PfODcftams, who Ihail Itttlein America. 

Agreed to the Amendments made by the Lurda to the 
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Bill lor feciinng and encouraging our TraSe to Amtriaj 
and for the Encouragement of Seamen lo enter into hb 
Maji-fly*^ Service, with an Amendment. To which Amend- 
ment the Hoafe dciircd the Concurrence of their Lord (hips. 

Tht 28 ch. Agreed to the Report of Friday's Refolutioiii 
in a Committee on the Supply, viz. 

Rtft^lved, that 33.439!. be granted, far raifing and main- 
taining 3040 Men J OiHct^rs iDcluded, to be added to the iise 
Regiments of Marines for 1740, 

That 2450!, be granted for maintaining one Company o£ 
Invalids to be lonhwith raifcd,and for making an Addition 
of twenty Men to each of the four Companies of Invalid* 
raifed in November 1739. in all to i3i Men for 1740. 

That 10,347! be granted upon Account for Out-Fcnfioneri 
of Chelfea Hofpital for 1 740. 

The a 9th. The Members having been fidi fummoned' 
from the H^ill, Court of Requeib^ ^c, by the Serjeant with 
the Mace, Samuel Sandys, Elq; ilood upland expreiled him^ 
feJf in Subtbnce as follows : 

Sir, 

* I am now going to lay before you a Propofition, which 
hat already been feveral times made to you, without meeting 
with that Succefs, which i thought itdeferved; but as I 
think It a good one^and abfolutely neceflary for the Preferva* 
t ion of our Conllituuont I am f^r from being difcouragcd by 
iu former bad Succefs.nor fhall I be difcouragcd from a 
future Attempt, even tho' it fhould now meet wnh as bad a 
Reception aa heretofore; becaufe Tarn fa My convinced of 
the J roth of that Obfervation, which was Ior»g ago made 
by one of our belt Lawyers, that a good Bit! or jMotion 
once propofed in Parliament, and entered upon oar Jonr. 
nals, can never die: It may at firil meet with bad Succefs: 
It may meet with repeated b;id Succefs j bat^ tinlefs our 
Conftitution be abfolutely and irrecoverably deftroyed, it 
will by its own Merits at lall force its way thro* the feveraj 
Branches of our Leg filature* 

• The Propofition I am to make, Sir, is plainly, and in 
flinrt this, that Criminals may not be allowed to be their own 
Judges, and that our Ltbeicies may not be committed to the 
Keeping of tbofc, who are retained to deftroy them. It is 
the i>uty of Parliameni toredrefs all public Grievances, and 
puhlfh a!l high and heinous Offenders who have been artful 
or powerful enough to evade the Laws of the Kingdom, ft 
h the Duty of Parliament to grant no more Money for th* 
Pyblic^Service, than what is abfolutely neceiTary, and to fee 
chat Money poperly applied, and dufy accounted for ; And 
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ft is the Duty of Parlament to watch ovfr the LibcftieB ani Anno,ii^ Cto. 
Privileges of the People, by cakmg care not to pafs ary n. 17 ^p. 
Laws ihat arc jnconrillenc with the Liberties snd Privileges t/V^^NJ 
of the People t and by providing fpeedy and elFi^dLiaL Rcme* 
diet again it :iiJ Encroachments th3t have been, or may be, 
made by ambitious Princes, or guilty MiniAers. Thefe, Sir» 
are among the chief of the Duties of Pari j:i men ti but how 
can wc expeA a Performance, if a Majority of the Mem. 
bex^ be fuch^ whafe Self- pre fervation or Security dependi 
upon their negJefling, or ading contrary to thefe Dutieii^ 
Can we e;£peA» that public Grievances will be redre^ed, 
if a Majority of Parliament be fuch as have thcmfelvc* 
been, or fuch a& are the Fj'iends and Confederates ct 
thofe th»t have been the Caufe of thefe pubJic Grievances? 
Can i^eexpefl^ that aoy high Offender will be punifhed by 
ParJiamenCi if the Majority of it befach asiinve been Com- 
paniom and Sharers with him in his Crimes, or Tuch whofe 
chief Subfiilencc depends upon fcreening him from JuUice ? 
Cifi we cxpeft, that any Supply demanded by the Crown 
Will be reiufcd^ if it is to be granted by thofe, wbofe chief 
Sabiltkncc depends upon making the Grant ; or that the 
Pubiic Money will be properly applied, or duly accounted 
ibr, if tho(e that have applied « or may apply, it to their 
own Ufe, are to be the only Infpeftors of the public Ac- 
counts^ Or laii!y. Sir, can we expedl, that a Parliament 
Will guard agHinIt the Encroach rr^ en ts of an ambitioui 
Prince, or guilty Minifter, if the Majority of that Parlia- 
ment be fuch ai have the WhoU, or a neceflary Part of 
their SuhfiUence, from the Places or Penfjons they hold a| 
Ihc arbitrary WjII of that ambitious Prince, or guilty Mi- 
sifter f 

* Thefe arc Queftions, Sir. which, jn my Opinion, can 
be anf%vered in the Affirmative by no Man, that will and 
dare make ufc of his Reafon ; and yet every one of thefe 
Queftions mult, I think, be rmfwered in the AfErmative by 
thofe who afHrm, that our Conftilutbn can never be in any 
Danger from a Majority, or near a Majority of thia Houfe*s 
being compofed of fuch as hold Places and Penfions at the 
arbitrary Will of the Crown, i ihall grant, Sir, that it may 
be neceflkry for us to have amongll us fomc of the chief 
Offiteri of the Crown. It may be neceflary to have always 
in this Houfe fome of the chief Officers of the Treafury, 
Admiralty, and Army, as weil as Jcveral others of thtfe 
that are employed by his Majeity as chief Officers in the 
executive Part of our Government. Thefc^ I fay, it may 
be neceCary to have amongft us, in order to give us fuch 
, Informatjonj, a« may often become necciiary in the feveral 
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Anno 1 1, Geo Bnnches of Bdfmers £hit come regularly before this Houfc j 
IL173P- bot, r am fure, it is no wny ntcefTary, and quite incon- 
fiftcnt with the Dtgnity of ibis Houle, to have it fiUci 
with Clerks of Offices^ and inferior Ofltcera of oirr Navy 
and Army, I confefs, I have the gr^neh Regard for 
fuch ofthofc as we have at prefent amof^gft us j becaufe, I 
hope they have all fo much Honour * that they would 
difdain to fscriBce their Duty^ as Members of this Hoofe, 
for any fe^fiih Confide ration ; but, we cannot be afTured, 
that thofe who fuccce^ them in their Offices and Eroploy- 
iTients, win be Gentlemen of To much Honour, and as they 
may like wife fucceed them with regard to their Seats in 
this Houfe, our Conllitution may be thereby brought into 
Itheutmoil Danger ; for, if I were not well aflured of the 
Honour of thofe Officers we have now amongfl us, we 
have already fuch a Numberj that I (hould think our Con* 
ftitution upon the Brink of Deflru^ion; and, as thU 
Number may increafe fo as, in a {hort Time, to become 
the Majority of this Houfe, whilft we have it our Power, 
v/e ought to take care to provide againft this Danger, by 
IrmJting the Number of OfKctr* that are to have Seats in 
this Houfe I for, if the iVIajority of ihjs Houfe {hould once 
come to be compofcd of OiHcers* and thofe Officers fuch at 
had a greater Regard to the Places they poilefs, or Prefer- 
ments they hope for, than to the Liberties and Condirution 
of their Country^ it would be ridiculous to thluk <itf getting 
the Approbation of this Houfe to any fdch Et^gulattoit, 
iThercfere, Sir, a& this is not yet, I hope, our unfortunate 
Cafe, I fhall beg Leave to move, Thqt Leave may be' 
given to bring in a Bill, for the better fecurmg the Freedom 
of Parliaments, by limiting the Number of Officers to iii 
in the Houfe of Commons, 

John Sciwyui Junior Efq; 
Sir, 

Jolin Selwyn, * I fhould readily join not only in bringing in but in 
Jum iiiq^^ pailing fuch a Bill as the Hon. Gentleman has been pleafed 
ro propofe, if I thought it were neceflary for the Prcferva- 
non of our Conflitution : Nay, I fliould join with the Hon. 
Gentleman in his Motion for bringing it in, in order to fee 
what fort of Remedy he has a Mind to propofe, jf I 
thought that the Contlitution were now, or ever could be 
in any Danger from the Number of Officrrs in this Houfe; 
Nay ffirtber, I fhould probably join with him in this 
Motion at leafl, if T were not fully convinced, that the 
excluding of any OiEcer who may have Fortune and Intercll 
^enough in his Country to get himfdf chofen, would be a 
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pidll dangerous Infrisgeme^nt of our ConAttutmn^ and at AnTioii^ O 



V • The Hon, Gentleman ha*j hmifcif, SEr, farnifhcd us 
Jififh what I take to bean ujianfwerabte Argument againftthc 
^rll he propofea : He fays, and, indeecf, ic muft by ever/ 
■€>ne be granted, that no Danger can enftie from the Number 
of Officers in this Houfc, unlefs chat Nuniber be fo great, 
«j CO make a Msjorhy ; and that even in tiiJiCale, no 
Danger can from tfience ci^fuef unlefs that hfajoricy conifilU 
of fuch Men, as have a greater Regard for the OiHces chey 
poltefi, or the Preferments they hope for, thnn they have 
fbr'iheir own Honour, or the Liberties of their Country, 
Thefe^ therefore, are two Cafe?, whkh we muH fyppnfc 
inay happen, before \vc can fay there h any KcceiTicy for 
fucti a Bill, a$ he held been plcafed to propole; and thefe 
two Cafes are* in my Opirvlon, of fuch a Nature, that we 
Connor fuppofe h pyfTible, tiiat either of them fliould ever 
happen, and much leh can we fuppofe^ that both may 
ttappriL ajt one and the fame Time. 

* Wt know J Sir, that a great Number of thofc, who 
have Ofiiccs and Employmenti under the Crowm, I mean 
mil the Officers of Eke Revenue, are already excluded from 
having Seats in this Houfe ; and as for the Officers of our 
l^avy and Army, and aH thofe that belong to any of the 
Offices kept htre ai London^ they are, by the very Nature 
of their Office, iind by the Attendance they mu(t give» 
prevented from having any Intimacy or Correfpondencc 
with the Centlemen or People of our fcveral Counties^ 
Citiesi or Boroughs, and confequcntiy it mull be; extremely 
difficult fjf any gr<'at Number of them to get themfelvoi 
Chofen ; tor the People in all Places of the Ktngdom are 
fond o* fhofe that live amongft themj and converfe with 
them 4^dy, and will always chule one otthem, rather than 
any Stranger that corner to let up ae a Cundidute at an. 
tleaion. 

* For thefe Reafon^, Sir, I think it tmpoflible tofuppoft* 
chat ever a Majority of this Houfe Ihould confifl ot fuch» 
as hold Offices or Employments at ihe arbitrary Will of 
the Crown ; and as for Penfioners, they are already ex- 
cluded from having Scats in this Hotife, as effcftually as 

* It is pofiiblc for you to exclude them by any Law you can 
niake. tfutthisisnot the ot^ly impoflible Suppofitii^n we 
' jTiiJll make, in ordef to frighten ouHelves with the Uangem 
we are expofed to by a great Number of OfBcers having 
Scats in thj» Houfe ; Wc mtift not only iuppofe, that they 
piake a Majority of the H'>ufe, but that ihey are all fucb 
,ave no Regard t^ <hcif Honour^ oj? their Country, 
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JLnpoj^Ceo whtcli, I hope^ Will appear to be a Suppofioort impofllMc 
iJ. i7^p* to be mAde^ wUh regard to ftich a Number of Gentlemen 

^^'V^'^^J of Family at^'i Fonane in ikh or any other Kingdom upon 
Earth i fur Gemlcnjcn of Faniily and Fortune they m«ft 
be before they can get themfcSves chofen, unlefs you fup- 
pofe tbeij' Coniiitiienu to be as great ScoundreU a^ theiB- 
feJves, which h I ike wife a Suppi>fition th^t, I hope^ cin 
nevei be miide ; at Jeail, X am fore, if there (hoa Id ever be 
Ground for making fuch a Suppoliuon, it would be ridi* 
culous CO talk of preserving the Liberties of fuch a vicioQi 
and abandoned People. 

* But, Sir, before we can fuppofe our Conliitution in Dan- 
ger from a great Number of OHi<ers having Seats in tbit 
Houfe, we muft, in my Opinion^ iuppofi?^, that aU thoie 
Officers are not only regard left of Honour and their 
Country, but downright FoqJa and Idiots, with regard to 
their own Interert, Every Gentleman that can have a 
Si^at in thi^ Houfe, mufl now by Law be poifefled of lo 
Bftate of 600 /. or at leajt 300/. a V>ar, in his own Right* 
Whiirt our Confiitution is preferved, he may call this his 
tropeny, he m^y tranfmit it to his Pofterity. But if our 
happy ConRimtion fhould be deilroyed i if an abfolute and 
arbitrary Government ihould be fet up, he could do neichcr 
with any Certainty. Jn fuch Governments there k no 
Property, there ia no Man can with Certainty depend upon 
being able to tranfmit any thing to his Pofterity ; wid 
would any ATan but a Fool and a Madman render a certain, 
real, tranfmilTible Eft rite oi 600 /. or 300 /. a Year prea- 
rTouEj for the kk^ of a Place or a Penfion of double ihc 
Value, which he held at the mere Will of another, and 

^ which he knew lie could not tranfmit to his Pofterity ? ThiSp 
Sir, is fo contrary to common Senre^ that it h impo^bte 
10 iuppole, that any great Number of Men in any Age, or M 
any Country, could be guilty of futha Piece of Madnels. m 

* From htnce, I think, it is evident, th?it our Conilitu- 
tion can never be in Danger from any Number of O&ers 
that may have Sears in this Houfe ; but if you fhouid by a 
new Law exciudc all thofe in any Office or Employment 
tinder the Crown, or all but a very few, from having Seats 
in this Houfe, it would not only endanger, but, in my 
Opinion, certainly deltroy our Conflitunon, Siri I believe 
it will be granted, that fince the happy Acceffion of our 
prefent iliuilrious Family, a^ great a Regard^ as great t 
Refpefl has been ihcvvn by the Crown to Parliament, najr 
greater, 1 believe, than was. ever, fhewn in any former 
Period of Time. Tocompafc i: with that Period in which 
©ur CoDllitutioa feems to have been moftpcrfed, andour 

Govern- 



i 



I 



( 2^7 ) 

Goverflmentrooft wifely admiiiirtred, I mean the Retgn of Anno !j,G^a. 
ihc glorious Queen Etizabeih ; Every otieknowSj that fhc JI H^P- 
ofccti crcaied her Par] laments with more If aaghtiiicr^ than ti^'^V"^^ 
Ii^ lately bfcfi fo much as thotjg he of r N.iy, (he foinctTmes 
tteated them in (uch a manner, as wpM now be ex- 
claimed againU, t^s ihe higheft Infult, the mof! dntigeroui 
Encroachmcnc upon the Rigbti and Libcrtica r>f Pa rli iment ^ 
and yet the Parlkmcnti In her Time behaved in a more 
obedientj I may fay, a more fervik Manner towrirds the 
Cfo^n, than they have ever done in arry Reign iiticf; ihaJt 
Time: From i^hence ImallconCiude^ that^fo far from being 
bruught under any fervile Influence by the Number o( 
Officers we have now in the Houie, h corttrrbutes towards 
enhancing that Regard, which the Ctown flnd^ necefTary 
to (hew touj ; and, I think, very good Heafon it fhouid t 
for furefy a Gentleman who, befides hb Scat in thb Houfe 
and hi) perfonal Abi litres, hss a great Share in the Go- 
vernment and public Counfel! of hi a Country, or a great 
Command and Interclt in the Navic* and Armies of hii 
Country, is more to be regarded than a mere Country 
Sqtiire tfr City Merchant, who has nothing to recommend 
him, but hi* own perfonal AbiJities,- and his being a 
Member of this Houfe. 

* Therefore , Sir, if you exclude all Officers of the 
Crown from having Seats in this Hoipfq, yoa will, of one 
Side. felTcn that Regard which the Crown now hnda 
necefTiry to fliciv to you ; and of the other, you will 
introducr, and in a mnnner ellablifh Fa^ion and Sfditioti^ 
liOt only in this Houfe^ but in every Part of the King* 
dofti. 1 he chief Guard we have again It ^^^fll6n and 
S^itton hag always confifle^J in thofe Honourf, Pol!s^ and. 
Preferments, which the Crown has the folc Power to 
bellow: if you remove that Guard out of parlbmeniv^the 
ftdrtiou* great Men, who may be the Hea^s of Fa^ionp 
may probably, in a (horc Time^ get the Direction not only 
cf thff Houfe, ^«t of moil of the Eleftmns in the King- 
dom 5 the Conftquence of which would certainly be a 
Civil War between this Houfe and its Followers of one 
Sde, and the King and his Officers and their Fotlowers, of 
the other; and by the llfue of this War. let which ever 
Side prevail, our Conflitution would ceru inly be undone. 
Thin, Sir, was the Cafe in the Reign of Henry HI. Thli 
was the Cafe in the Reign of Charles J. In Henry 1 1 Id's 
Time, the great Earl of Lctcefter, who was Head ot the 
Party agamll the King and his Miniikrs or Officers, noc 
on!y got the Dircdion of the Parliament, but, by his own 
Authority, nominated many of thofe that were to be chofen 
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^ ?eo. as Members of this Houfe i and if chat hadghry Earl M J 
11^ 1 7 19 not been deferted by the Duke of GlRticdlcr, and dtf^ted ] 
'^•^'t^'X^ by the Courage and Condu^ of the Frinec of Walc^, aftet- 

wafds our great Edward I. that Conteil would probtbly j 
have ended in a Lotal Overthrow of our Co.nllitatioij, a&the M 
other 1 have mentioned did, in the Reign of Charles J, | 

' From all which, Sir, I mutl conclude, that the OHket 
or Empioytntnts* which are or may be pofTeiTed by Mem- 
bers of this Houfe, may fervc to- keep up fuch a Corrc-, 
fpondence and Connexion b^twe^n \hp Crown and Pjfjia- 
mtint^ AS will (ecure the Tranquil fity of the Nation againi 
Faflion and Sedition, bat can never enable any Prince or 
Miniiler to deflroy our Liberties ;,becaure as fo on as any 
fuch Oeiigii becomes manifeU, moll of the OiHcers who, 
have the Honour to be M^rmbcrsof this Houfc^ will decltr^,^ 
and thereby turn the Majority of this Houfe againft the 
Court; and by that means we (hall always have it in our 
Power to give a Check to the wicked Befigns of any aai*^ 
titious Prince or guilty Minifter, There can, therefore^ 
be no Nectfiity for fuch a Bill, as the Hanour,abIe Gentfe- 
jnan has been plealed to ^rnpofei but on the concraryr I 
muft think, it would be of the moll dangerous Conre<|ucrcc 
to our Coniliturion, and for this Reaton I mull declare 
again ft his Motion/ 

George Lytt!etoD> Efqj 
S t R, 
George Lyr- ' -^^ Honourable Gentleman, at the fower End of the 
tkton, E% Houfe, threw out a Proposal, to fend us aU to School again 
for the reforming our Manners. Sir, I think, our Care 
ihould be to prevent Members of Parliament trom being at 
School, when they are here, from being under the Lath of 
an infofent Minister, as, if we may credit Hillory, has hap- 
pened infome former Parliamcnu, Sir, 1 do not mean the 
Parliament in Queen ELzabeth'^s Reign, however fervife they 
are reprefcnted to have been, by an Honourable Member 
over the w^y, I am afraid the Pradice of Minifters nam- 
ing Members to Boroughs at their own Will and Plcaf«rc, 
which he told us was ufed by the Earl of Lciceller^ has not 
been dropped fince th^tTime; and i wifb our Polk-rity may 
never fee Days lefs adviiucaguous to Liberty. Elizabeth 
loved her People, de fired their Honour, regarded their 
Intereft, (he heard their Complaints againft the greatellj the 
mod favoured of her Minillers; and yet I will own. Sir, 
there were many wr^ng Things done in her Reign, be- I 
caufcfufficient Reftraints were not then la^d upon the Power ■ 
«f the Crown ; And therefore the Example of her Reign 
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It olds out a Vittfa) LeiTon to us, that e^cn to the bell of Annor^^ ile^ 
Princes^ we llioufd no; allow fuch a dangerous Tnfiacncc, as ^^- ^^ii? 
may tempc them, by the Advice of bad iViimflers, to en- V^T^^i/ 
croich 00 013 r Freedom, 

* Sir, confiderjng how this Bill comes recommended, I 
Jhould have iiuagmed, Gemlemen would have chough t k 
owing to t hem fc Ives, if not to their Country, to feem to 
t^eat it with a Httle Refpeil. But not fo much as to allow it 
to be brought into the Hoafe, to oppofe the Principle oMe, 
h indeed very extraordinary. There have been Times,- 
when I only for the fake of that Principle, BilU of n much 
ler moderate Nature, and to which there lay many Objec- 
dons that^nnot be made againU thia, have pa^ed here with- 
out Oppoliuon. Sir, for my own Part, I thii:k, when I ani 
promoting this Bill, chat 1 am contending for all I ever 
thought myfelf bound to contend for ; that I am oppofmg 
all 1 ever thoughc it my Duty to oppoie: All Faults and 
Mifmanagements in the Adminiflration of Government, 
the Mifunderilanding, the Neglcd, the giving up of all 
national IntereUs, Difcontent at Home, DirtianoLir Abroad, 
wharevercan be conceived moft detrimental to the Good of 
chc Public, is all fo clofely inwoven with the Evil this Bill 
would prevent, that it can be guarded againfl, or remedied 
by no other pofTible JWeans. Sir, how far I am from fup^ 
pofing, that merely to have an Employment, without other 
Caufe of Sufpicion, implies any Notion of Guilt or Corrup- 
tion, I need no other Proof than the Scafe 1 myft have of 
my own Situation. But tho' I have an Employment myfelf* 
1 think it fliU undeniably true, that the Nation has Realon to 
be jealous of the Number of Placemen in Parliament j be- 
caufe Nations always regard Things, and not Perfons; be- 
caufe they confider the Temptation in general, not a parti- 
calar Power of refitting it; and becaufe the public ^fdom 
ought to proportion the Degree of Reiiraint to the Degree 
of Danger, that is cither felt or forefeen, 

• While this Houfe h full of independent Gentlemen, or 
with fuch Placemen only whofc Ptaccs arc not fo much tho 
be$ of their Property, that they cannot rifk ihe Lofs of 
them without a Spirir of Martyrdom, who have fomething 
of their own fufficicnt to outweigh their Employments, and 
while the Numt>cr even of chelc Ihall be confined within 
forae moderate Bounds, a Minilter mull: regard this Affem- 
bly as an awful Tribuua!, before which he is conllantly to 
account for hii Condu^l: He muft rctptd your Judgments, 
he mull dread your Len fares, he mull fed your Super-incen- 
dency. But I can imagine, a future Houfe of Commons (a 

. crowded with Placemen, that a Spc^ator in the Ganevy 
■ Vol. VI. E e mrghf 
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Anfio t^i Geo m^ght be apt to miRake, and think him felf at the Levee of 
II 17 iP* a MiniHeritiHeadof a Parliament. The Benches here may 

^^^-/t^"^*^ be covered not only with Officers of Rank in the Govern- 
ment, not only with the Servants of the Crown, but with the 
Servants, perhaps, of thofe Servants j and what Sent i-raemsi 
Sir, have we Rcafon to think the Sight of a Houfe To Elkd 
would ejcciEein a Mimiler ? Would he think hiixiTelf in the 
Frefence of his Country, or in the mid A of a Gutrd that 
would enable him to d^(y it's Juflice, and deride its Reicnt* 
ment ? The Poifibility of this happening hereafter^ is the 
Ground of this Bill, which thcicforethePerple of England 
do not only confider as a fingle Point to be gained for them 
upon any pre fen t Neceflicy, but as a general Security a gain it 
all they apprehend for the fmurc. 

• Sir^ my worthy Friend who made you thk Motion, in 
tht opening of it, explained to you fu^ciently, that there 
11 no Intent of running into any Extremes, If F thoeght 
there was« f would oppofeit as much as any Man here I 
know biit one Thing more prepofterotis than fuch a general 
Place* B ill ^ as would exclude all Perfons in Office from a Seal 
in this Houffpand that h^ to leave the Number of them under 
no Limitation at all, Butijor fear of llarving^ mu£t we die 
of a Surfeit? Between thtfe two Abfarditjes, can no Me- 
dium be found ? Can^t we continue thole amongll us who are 
of any Ufe to the Kouff-, who can give any Affiliance, any 
Weightj any Facility, any Grace to our Proceedings, and 
fiiut the Door again A others whom it is neither decent, nor 
Jafe to admit? Sir, thedoing thisiseafy ; it will be done by 
this Bill I it is what the Wifdom of fcrmer Parliaments 
would have done long before now. But the Reafon they did 
It not was, it never entered into their Thoughts to conceive 
that fome, who have fince fat in Parliament, could attempt 
to come there i I do not mean from any perfonal Incapacity, 
but from the Nature ttfelf of their Offices, ir.compatible 
almoft with the very Idea of a Member of Parliament. It 
is a fur pricing Thingj but it is verified by what we fee every 
Day, that the common Praflice of foroe Ages goes beyond 
even the F«ars of the paft. We mult therefore fupply from 
Experience what our PredecfiTors faiJed to forefee; and we 
are called upon to do (o by the unanimous Cry of the Na- 
tion. Sir, the greatell ^£iirs before m are of lefs Impor- 
tance than this : it is better Spain Ihould invade the Free* 
dom of the American Seas, than the Crown of Englind 
violate the rndependence of Parliament, It is not Sp^fh 
or French ArmSj but Spinifh and French Maxims of Co- 
ver nmenr, that we ihould have mo ft to fear from, if the 
ififiiUnt Caution^ the jealous Spirit of Liberty ia this Houfc 

did 
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did Qot coDCur With the Goodnefs, the natural Goodnefi of Anno 
hi^ Majefly, to fccure our free Conftitudon* Let the Cor- 
tvs of Spain, ler the Parliament of Paris be a Warning to 
thb I [ct thenn ilievv us what we mny come to, if we dos*t 
prevent the Growth of Corruption, tiefore it produces here 
the inlenfibie, gradual, fatal Change it did tlicre. 

' Sir, I am trying to recoiled what Objcfliiins have been 
made to this Bill, and 1 proteft lean fiod none thatfeein to 
me to want a. Reply ^ One chhUy inlilled upon h, that it 
carries an Air of Sufpicion. Sir^ in all the States that I 
have read of, antknt ajid fnoderHj the moil {ufprcious Pco^ 
pN have been always th-e lateA enslaved. To fufped huniaci 
Fraiky in tempting Circum dances is a very natural Jea- 
loufy^ and a too kcure Confidence will hardly be thougnt a 
Parliamentary Virtue, it is pauiful, indeed, to be (urptded, 
but the greater the Pain, the greater the Dcfire Should be to 
ranove that Sufpiclan. But, Sir, againftche prefent Houfe 
of Commons, no fii£^h Sufptcion can be conceived. ^-> Upon 
what Grounds fhoutd it be founded f Upon what Probability I 
Has the private Difcourfe of fuch Gentlemen here, ever 
been differear from their ptiblic Behaviour ? Have they ever 
talked one way, and voted another ? Have there been any 
Indications of a private Intercft, that of any one Man ever 
prevailing over that of the Nation, a gai nil Fa6l^ Re:ifou,or 
Julbce ? Have not |he Majority here conftantly fliEvvn the 
Itrongeli Coavi£lion, that their Condudl was firidly con- 
formable to the moft djfinterefted Love of their Country ? 
Such a Houfe of Commons ought not to be, is nnt fufpefled ; 
But granting fuch a Doubt to have been formed, is this the 
way iQ remove hi Will the rejeding this Bill clear our 
Charader, or can all the Art and Power of Calumny give 
half tut Weight to an Imputation of that kind as fuch a 
Proceeding? 

' Sir^ to thofewho treat this Bill as a chimerical Thing, 
an idlcj fpeculativc Projeft, I will fay but one Word, that 
the I3jaft2!iimerical Thing in Nature^ is the Notian of a 
iftc Conttitution, where the retraining Powers are not en* 
tirely exempt from Dependency* Such Liberty is, indeed, 
a Speculation fit fox School boys ; for what would Terms and 
Appearances avail, if Independence were loll I You might 
letain the v.iia Enfigns of your former Authority, but 
would they give you any Dignity, would they be of any Ufc 
to the Public? The Mace there upon your Table, what 
would it fjgaify ? It might be borne before you with ridicu- 
lous Pomp, but it would be what Cromwell calkd it once, a 
xnerc Bauble; or if it had any WeighCt it would be only to 
opprefij not to protcfl. 

E c z * Sir. 
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5 Sir, the prefcnt Form of our Governmentf keep it 
bur free from Corrupt ion » is io witeljr conliitutcd* tli« 
Pijwers in It are fo happily mjx'd, that it has all the Ad- 
yant;ige9 of a Republic, without the Defed^ and EviTs 
attending one. But^ on the other Side^ I mult fay, thai 
if it fbould be corrupted, if the Cotitroul of Parlramcnc 
fhould be bought off by the Crown, the very Reverfc 
would be true i and h wouJd have all the Dch&.^^ all the 
Evifs of an abfoJute Monarchy, withoat the Advantagej^ 
It would be a more cxpenfive. and worfe admin iftered 
abfolute Power, Sir, I hope it is underrtood, that in what 
I have faid, 1 ^m only contending for a provifxonal Security 
againft @ Mifchief notyet fekin all its Maltgntty, but yet, 
pi fo ircreafing a Nature, and fuch ruinou& Confe^^uences, 
that we muQ: be blind not to forefee them, and worfe thaa 
carelcfi not to prevent. Iwitt only add, ihat every Year 
we d^^ay thir. Security^ may probably add both to the Ne- 
fefiity and Difficulty of obtaining it ; and that People oat 
a-doors may be apt to judge from the Succefs of this 
Quclftan To day, if even now» it does not come a little 
too late/ 




I 



Sir Williaiji Yonge. 

S J R, 

"Sir W=l!'ain ' 1 am very ready to allow , that it is laudable in a 
^ongc* People to be jealous of their Liberties ; and to be ready to 
repel the leall Atnck that can be made upon them, But 
1 cannot think it very prudent to Qiew any outward Signs 
of this Jealoufy, without fomc real and immedrate Oiufe; 
and when Diviiions and Animoiitiei are ftirred up amongit 
a free Peoplcj about guarding againll an Attack that was 
never m^ide nor thought of, I fhsil always be incJined Co 
impute it to any thing, rather thfn to a true and difmtc- 
refkd Regard for the public Good. All ConteHs about 
pUcring or amending our Conftitutioii efpecialJy when 
they arenurfed up, and carried on without Doora, as weE ■ 
as within, I mult look on as a political Sort of Warfare i m 
andx I think, no Sort of War ought ever to be begun, 
without fome rea! Offence of one Side or other. If the 
Nation h to be fet in a Fermenr, about providing againlt 
every imaginary Danger that m.iy be fuggefted by a 
melancholy and gloomy Difpofmon, we fhnll always be fq 
much taken up with providing -gainft imaginary and diilant 
jomeftic Dangers, that we may probably, fome Time Of 
other, overlook, and negled to provide againft a real and 
imminent foreign Banger; snd thus, whi 111 we are engaged 
|a nceiicf^ Contelb i^bout guarding our Libf rtia md Pro- 
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ptrties agaioll the Tnvafioo^ of on^ another, we^may at laft Antia n,Gco. 
find both left cndrely at ihc Mercer of (omc forergn ^^ ^7 19^ 

' For this Rcafon, I am not for endeavouring to be fo 
qukk^iigbiet} as fome Gentlemen pretcod to be, nor fhalZ 
1 ever be for makiog an Aiferation in our ConMitution, in 
order to provide agaioll any Danger it may be expofed to, 
till that Danger begms to be in fome Degree felt, a^ well 
as forefcen i and therefore, I think, no Gentleman can 
rjcpefl, that I fhould agree to the Motion now under our 
Confideration* Whatever may be our Fate in future Times, 
I am fiue, it cannot be faid, that in his prefent Majeity's 
Reign, or nnder the prefent AdminiilraeiDn, the lea[l 
Attempt has been made upon the Freedom of Parlia- 
ment, or to gain a corrupt InEaence over any Member 
of this Houfe, If our Pariiaments had ever once of 
Jatc Years, at the InAigation of the Crown, agreed to, 
0r approved of any Thing that lookM like an Kncroaeh- 
ment, either upon the Rights and Liberties of the People, 
orupon theProperty of any private Man in the Kinjgdomt 
chat Agreement or Approbation might have been fdpefled 
of proceedmg froi^ fome corrupt Infiuence. But as no fucb 
Agreement or Approbation has ever been obtained, as no 
Attempt has been lately made by the Crown to obtain any 
fiich, I can fee no Reafon for the preient Motion, or for 
that Outcry againlt Corruption, that has been of late fo 
iodtittrioufly propagated all over the Nation, 

« Corruption^ I know, Sir, like arbitrary Power and 
wooden Shoe«, i* a moft hideous Word, and I ftiall grant, 
that It may be of a dangerous Confequence to the Lihertiei 
of a free People ; but there are two Things that mull 
concur, before it can ever become dangerous, and that if, 
a general Depravity of Manners among the People, and 
a wicked Defign in thole that govern them* If Virtue 
prevails among the Generality of the People^ if they are 
not generally guided by fellifti and corrupt Motives, an 
ambit:ous Court can never propofe to fucceed in tbeir 
De&gna, by Meant of Corruption, let their Fund for that 
Fujpofe be never fo eattenfive; and if the Governors of a 
fpce People have no ambitious or wicked Defign^, no Fund 
ioT Corruption can ever be dangerous in their Hitnds i but, 
oa the contrary, it may be ntitjfaij for preferving the 
Happinefs and Tranquillity oi ine People; for, if the 
People be generally corrupt, if they be generally guided 
by (elfiih and corrupt Motives^ their Governors mult hava 
itihirenA/iihal iQ/titisfy thofe Vjews, which, with moil Men, 
are their only Mouves for A£Iioq * otherwlfe it will be 

imppolfiblc 
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;,Gco smpofliblf to get a Mjtjori/y of the People to concur ^ even 
^7^9 ifxthote Mea lures that are abfoIuteJy nccejiiry for their owji 
Preiervalion, 

• It h therefore evident , Sin that tbofc who thick we 
are in any prHcni Danger from Corruptior^ mail be of 
Opinion, that a general Depravity of Manners has of late 
crept m among the f^eople of this Kingdom, and thai his 
Majdly, by the Advice of evil Counfcjlors, has formed 
Befigni againlt the Liberties of his People ; which ii an 
Opjnion, th^t, 1 hope, is far from being entertained by 
any Gentleman In thisHoufe. Whatever Opinion wc may 
have of the Generality of our Countrymen^ I hope no 
Geiulcman thinks, that his Majcfly has any Defigns 
agatnR the Liberties of his People, or that he woaJd harbour 
any fucb, were it in his Power to carry them into Execu- 
tion. What are we then to do by the Bill propofcd ? If 
a general Depravity of Manners does not prevaijj we are, 
witlioot the leail Shadow of Rcafon^ to deprive the People 
cf the Service of thofe, who, if they are honeft, are cer- 
tamiy beilable to ferve their Country in Parliament ; and 
if a general Depravity of Manners docs prevail, we are to 
deprive his Majelty, who, we are certain, can have no 
bad Defign^", of the &n/y M farts he can have for .carrying 
his good l>el!gna into Execution, or, indeed, for anfwerbg 
any mf End of Government. 

' But now. Sir, let me fuppofe, which, lam fure, there 
is no Grourid for, that a Majority of this Houfe not 
oaly think J that the People of this Nation are gene- 
jallv governed by felHfh and corrupt Motive?, but alfo, 
that hjs Ma jelly has, by the Advice of evil Ccmnfellors, 
formed Defigns againft the Liberties of the People; Even 
in u.is Cafe, can we (uppofe that this Bill would be 
a proper Remedy I From Experience we mull conclude, 
ihat it would have a quite contrary EfFeft : Like the feif- 
denying Ordinance in Cromwell's Time, it would not only 
f^ c i i i I a LC, b ut h alien that very Con feqn e nee 1 1 is J n tc nd ed to 
prevent. The f^afling of fuch a Bill, would be an imme- 
tliate snd infallible Caule of a Divifion and Contention be- 
tv^een the King and his Parliament, which would ofcourfe 
drive borh to Extremes ; and as we have fuppofed both 
Sides governed by ambitious and felfifh Views only, which* 
ever Side prevailed, the Contention would end, as it did 
in Crom well's Time, in the Eitablifhment of arbitrary 
Power, Therefore, if there were any prefsnt Danger 
fvom Corruption, the only Method for providing efle^u^ 
My againii it would be, to take proper Mea lures for 
reltoring the Virtue of the People, aad for rciaovi tig evil 
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Counfellors from the King, bgth which mny he done by Anno 15, Geo 
Parliament, bat can never b« done by fucKa Bilt as is now H. iji^- 
pr6pofcd ; and thercrore, I mull be againft givmg Leave 10 ^^-/'Y^^^ 
bring in a Bilf, wKich, I thinks can in XiQ Cafe be of an)r 
Service, and which may, probably » be auended with molt 
pernicious^ Con fequencC4»^ , 

Edward Southwell^ Efq; 
•Sir, 

• The BjU now moved for, is of fo great Confeqacnce, Edw. Sonth' 
fo ardently dcfi red by the Nation in generalj that 1 c^innct wtU Ei^ij 
fatisfy myfclf with giving a bare Afienc 10 the Amotion for 
bringing it in, and cb«irelore, I muA venture upon the 
hard irtfit of betray ing my oivn Inability, rather than fiC 
fiknt in a Debnte, whereon, i thinks the Freedom and 
Independency ol Parliament^ and the very Being of our 
ConUitution deper.d. A Debate, Sir, which, by its Event, 
iniiil, in effed, determine,, whether the Cotr^mons of 
Grc3t-Brrtitjn are crer hereafter 10 be properly re pre fen ted 
in this Houfc, whether we are really po be any longer 
a free People or no, 1 

« It woaki ill become me, Sir, 10 dare to ioiinoflte the 
leall ReHc^ion upcmany of thofe Gentlemen who have the 
Honour to be employed in his Majjcllj^^s Service, or to be 
diilmgui{hcd by his Royal Favnar. Their Rank and their 
Station claim a due Refpeft, and I have ever paid them fack 
as becomes a Freeman. As Gentlemen, and as Individuals, 
J kave a great Regard for them ; but ss Legifktors, and a* 
an aggregate Body, I mail own, their Numbers^ their Power, 
and their Influence here, may give juft Grounds of Jealouly 
and Apprchenfion, to every Man that underiiands the Na- 
ture and admires the Wifdom of otir happy Coniiitution; 
efpeciaily if weihouid ever happen to fee an Union, or Coa- 
liuon of their feversl Intereds, for thetr mutual Support, 
and, as it were, m one common Caufe, whenever the State 
of otir Army, or Navy, of our Treafury, or Revenue, or cf 
the Nation in general, ihall come under the ConlKkrat on 
of this Houfe, 

» We juiUy value ourfclves on the Wifdom ard Equity 
of our Laws, for trying the Life, Liberty, and Property of 
tlie meaneH Subjefl, by impartial Judges* and difimcreJ^ed 
Juries, Shall we be thus careful of the Liberties and Pro- 
perties of private Men, and take no care of the Libertits 
and Properties of the People in genera! ? Shall we remove 
a Juror, in a Cafe of private Property, if it appears that he 
has an Intereli in either SiJeof the Ciueliion i and in a Ca.fe 
gf public Property, (hall wc admit a Majoriry, or near a 
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Ann'> i|i GcoMajoflty of thofe that are to be Judges, to conM of fucTi as 
IL 1719* have the whole, or the grcatcil Fart of thcii Subfiilcnce^ 

^^^"^^*^,?* depending upon one SiJe, perhaps the wrong Side, of the 
QuekWii ? barely. Sir, chb great CounciU which is mtniltoi 
witii the Happincis, the Property, and Piiric of the Natioot 
demands, ac leiftj equal Care and Attention : The Gmr* 
djans of the Laws, Liber ties* and publK Intereit, ought, 
aboveall Men, to bedjiintereiccd and independent ; fjeen<^t 
only from the Imputation, but even from the teait Suljkicioii 
of any pecumary Biafs whatever^ In private Life, it would 
be abJurd to allow any Man to fit a£ judge ^nd Jury in hi» 
own Caufe j and in this Houie, ivhere our All is at Stake, 
h it not equally ablurd^ may it not be delbudivt ? 

* Sir, there is no Design to turn out of this Houfe, every 
Gefitieman that has a Place or Office under the Crown, fiy 
the Bill now moved foTjail thofewho have Places orOfficn 
under the Crown are to be excluded from hiivjiig Seats la 
thiis Houfe^ except fuch Pincemen and Oncers as ihall be 
named In the BilE; and when this Exceptien comei to be 
iiifed up, it will ^pear, that there may IHU be at leaft 150 
Pbccmcn and OJficers in this Houfe, which forely h i 
Number fufficleot for antwering all the good Furpofes of 
the Crown; and, I hope, no Gentleman will fay, we ought 
to have iuch a Number of Placenien and Officers in this 
Houfc, as may anftter thofe bad Purpofes which fomc future 
ambitious King, or bad Minilkr, may happen to have in 
View, or may be prompted 10 have in View, when be con- 
fidcrs, that he has fuch a great Number of Placemen and 
Officers in this Houfe, 

* The long and expenilve Wars this Nation has been 
obliged to carry on, for the juft Defence of our ReHgioOf 
our Laws, and our Liberties, have engaged us in immenfe 
Ikbts : Thefc Debts ftili fubfilt, and have had this &til 
Ooafequence, that, while they have fettled the Balance of 
Power Abroad, I fear they have overturned the Balance of 
Power at Home. They have raifed a numerous Swarm «f 
Revenue and Excife^ Officers, and other Tax-Gathererf, 
who have overfpread the Nation like Locufts. It is well 
known what InAuence thefc Officers and Tax-Gather«Ti 
have upon Eleaions, and I may alfo fay, it is well known, 
what Ufc they make of it. They inEucncc our BledioDt, 
not only while they live, butalfowhen they die; for many 
Eieftors arc influenced by the Hop^ of fucceeding them. 

* We are again engaged in a juft and neccffary War, 
whereby our 1^'t^ets are become mure numerous, oor Land- 
Forces greaUy increafed, a^d more and more Levies of A^Ia- 
rines t^eey Day made, Thefe AugmentatloRs mull tbmw 
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El new Wcjglit of fower into that Scale, wHicli Teems al- Aiinoi3»Gea- 
ready to be chargeti beyond m due Proportion, anj of M- ^719- 
courfe the Freedom of Parliament* and the Security of l^y^'V'^^^' 
our Conftitution^ will be thereby more endangtred* whkli 
liat raifed great Jealoufies all over the Nation, 

* This Bill* SiFj feems to be the only furc Method to 
w}hy tbefe Jealoufus^and to prevent thefe Dangers. It h 
not meant to exclude all Placemen from Parliament: h is 
meam only to reilrain and limit the Nomber of Plucemen, 
which vn future Parli^menrs may become fo great, as to be 
InconfilleQt with the Freedom of ParlSamenit or the Prefer- 
Vation of our CoQlHEution. This FlTe^l the Bill wiJl have, 
if, luckily for us and our Poftcrity^ it be pafled into a Law; 
but this is not the only good Effe^ it will have. BelKJea 
lliis, jt will have many other good Effc£ls : It will not only 
limit the Nun f'-^r of Pkcemen in Parliament i but it will 
alfo foon leJTen their Number^ and their Expence in general. 
If this BiU ftiould be pafled, new PLces would not be 
created^ many old ones would he aboliihcd, no more Oificers 
would be employed than were abfolutely neccHary ; and, I 
verily believe, no more would be allowed them than they 
ftrii^Iy earned: A imall Salary would then faiisfy a Cterk 
in an Office, who might now, perhaps, reje£l it, aa a Mem- 
ber of this Houfe ; and Men might well afford to kivG for 
half Pay, who had no Jmerert to fupport, ;^nd no other Mcric 
ueceiTary for the PoU they enjoy, or the Pott they afpire to^ 
than the bare Qualification for that, and that alone. They 
would then become Men of one Calling, and of one Bufi* 
nefs : They \voU'd be more diligent and faithful in the Dif^ 
charge of their Duty, becaufc they would be more afraid 
of being Ciillcd to Account. 

* The NaEion, Sir, grows daily more jealous of its hi- 
benies, and more zealous for the Security of ihem, by the 
Succefs of this Bill ; and, therefore, I hope that, at leaft, fo 
much Deference will be paid to the Voice of the People, as 
to admit their Reprefentatlves fully to debate the Meriti of 
this important Caufe. The Voice of the People is well 
Worthy the Attention, the ferbus Attention of a wife J.egi* 
flaturc : It is a Voice that firlt or laft will be heard, amiwill 
have its EfFifd : It is a Voice that is not to be lilenced, that 
is not to be fmothercd, much tefs to b? rejeded with Con- 
tempt 

* Therefore, Sir* to Duty ro hJi \fajefty,' that he may 
Tclgn happy In the Hearts, in the AfFedions^and Confidence 
of bis People, which alone can render him poweiful at 
Home, and formid.ible Abroad i in Juilice to my Ccuntry, 
that ihefe valuable Rights and Privilegei, derived to us 

Vol, VL F f itom 
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Anno r3[, Geo from our AnccHors, may be tranfmitted down to Pofteritjr; 






Henry Ve\- 



in Bifcharge of my own Confcience, and of the great Trull 
reporcd in me by my ConRitucnts, I thought myfcSf oblig- 
ed, notwUh (landing the juft Senfe I have of my Inability* 
^p give thi^ public Tedimony of my Approbation of what 
u propofed, and I do moft heartily join in the Motion for 
bringing In this important and moil ncceflary Bill*' 

Henry Pdham, Efq; 

Sir, 

• The Honourable Gcntlej^en, who in thii Debate havi 
^olic in favour of the Motion, feem all, by their Argu- 
ments, to prefomej that every Gentleman, who has a Place 
or OiEcc under the Crown, is to receive Dir^fljons from the 
Crown, with regard to his Behaviour in this Houfe^ and that 
he will always vote and ad here according to ihefe Dircc* 
tions. S^^, if there were any Ground for fuch a Prefump- 
tbn, if 1 thought that there could ever be any Ground for 
fnch a Presumption,! ftiould mofl readily iigrce to this Mo- 
tion : rOiouid not only be for excluding all fuch Gentlemen 
from having Seats in this Houfe, but I ihould be for laying 
them under all the Incapacities which Excifc- Officers ate 
already by Law fubjeded to. I fhould be for preventing 
their endeavouring to perfuade any Eiedior to yive, or to 
Biffjade ;iny from giving his Vote for any' Candidate at an 
Ekaion. But I am very far from fuppofing, that the 
Crown, (irany Miniltcr of the Crown, will ever attempt to 
give Dircdllons to any Member of this Houfe. with regard 
JO hi5 Behaviour here i and much lefs can I fuppofe, that 
any Gentleman, who has the Honour to he chofen a Mem- 
bo" of this! Houfe, would fubmit to foOow fuch Direfiions, 
for the fake of any Place or Office he can have or exped 
»om thii Crown, When a Gentlcmati i&chofcna MembeF 
of this iioafe, he thereby becomes a Coanfellor for hh So- 
vereign, as well as a Truflee for the People, and, in both 
thefe relpetls, he is in Honour bound to give his Opinion 
fre^ty and fincerely upon every Queftion that occurs. A 
Place or Office under the Crown may prevent his alTocJa ting 
}ih^*\f with thofe that appear to be dJfafFe£tcd or difcon- 
'tented J or it may engage his AKcnt in Things that appear 
to be indiilerent, or of no great Moment; but it can never 
engage his Approbation of any Meafure that appears to be 
'Inconjiiknt with the Liberties of the People, and confc- 
quently* with the Security of the Crowns for ihefc two 
have now fuch a mutual Dependance, that no Attempt can 
be made upon either, without at the ^me time weakening 
the other. 
"^ iFoi 
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For this Reafon, Sir, I ihoald think our Liberties and Anno^ig Ceo# 
Conftjcution in no Danger, even tho' a Msjority of this ^^* ^7i9i- \ 
"loufc confiiledl of fuch as*hcJfii Places and Offices under the t/^'V^J 
Jrown, provided they were reguiarJy and hhly chofen, 
"which chey could not be, unlcfs they were Gentlemen of 
good Charaflers, of good Fortunes, and of a g^od Family 
"pitereQ: in their Country : With fuch a Parlfanicnt, if the 
_ ^rown (bould begin to form any arbitrary Dcfigos, fome 
few of this Majority might, perhaps, be brought QVcr, by 
the Hopes of greit Prefermcni, or by the Fears of lofing 
what they poffeflVd j but the greatdl P.irt of them would 
certainly join the Party againft the Caurt, for ihis very good 
Ee^fon, becaufe it would be the muff jfcrtain way of pre- 
fer ving not only their oxvn Fortunes', but atfo the Pi aces and 
Offices they enjoyed. If they fhould join with the Court 
in givmg a P^rlmtnentary Sandion to fuch Defigns, and 
ellablifhing an iirbitrary Power in the Crown » they would 
not only render their own private Fortunes precarious, but 
they would pm k in the Power of the Crown to turn them 
out of the Places and Offices they poffefs without any Dan- 
|rer ; and tbb wunSdi probably, be the C^ufequence; for 
ihe lowelt i^nd moll uplbrt Fellows are generally the bell 
Servants, and moJt humble Slaves to a haughty Prime 
Mini tier of an abfolute Sovereign. Thrs* I hy^ would be 
the Cafe^ with regard even to thofe Placemen of Fumily 
and Fortune, who had concurred in the Ellabiiftiment of 
arbitrary Power: They would be ali turned out, and more 
humble S avea^ or at kail, S'aves to whom the Crown and 
its M in liters did not owe fuch Obligatbns, would he put 
into tbcir room» as fooo as it could be done without Danger 
of overturning that lofty fabric of Power, wh^ch by their 
Affiilance had been e reeled. 

* This J Sir, would be the certain F^te of all Gentlemrn 
of Charadler, Family, and Fortune in the Country, if they 
fliouid, for the fake of preferving their Polls or Offices, 
join with the Slaves of a Court in giving a Parliamentary 
Sandion to, and thereby ellaWifliitig an arbitrary Power, 
On the other hand, if moft of them ihould declare againft 
the Court, HB, I believe, would be the Cafe, they would 
immediateiy put an end to fgch a wit:ked Adminiitration. 
The Parliament would immediately remove all (uch evil 
CounrelloTS from about the Throne, and probably fend 
them where they dcfcrved ; in which Cafe, it would be out 
of their Power to advife the King to remove thofe Piacemen 
that had vntcd againft them ; and the new Adminiltration 
would be bound in Gratitude, to continue in Office thofe 
that had conuibuted to their Advtnctnient, and to the Re- 
F f a ii^f 
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AniioijtGeo. Itef of their Country, Nay, for their own fakes they 
ij^' '7 IP* would be obliged to continue them, and to rellore fuch at 
l/^/''^J had been removed, becaufe thofe Placemen and Officers who 
had given fiich a T^ilioaony of their Honour, and of their 
generous Love for their Country^ would thereby become fo 
popular, and acquire fuch an additional fnterelt in tlieir 
rcfpe^live CountieSj that it would be very dangerous for 
the new Admin iRration to do cbem any Injuflice. 

* From hence, Str, I think u is cvidentj our Conftim* 
tiot* can never be in Danger from any Number of Placei 
and Offi..es chat can ,b6 held by the Members of this Houfe. 
On the contrary^ \ think, the chief Security of onr Con- 
ftitutionconfills in this yer/ Power or Capacity* which the 
Members of this Houfe have, of enjoying Places and 
Offices under the Crown ; becaufe, the Crown is thereby 
obliged to employ Gentlemen of Charade r, For tone, and 
Inteieft, in the executive Part of our Government. When 
two Gentlemen are Candidates for any Place or Office in 
the executive Part of our Government, both equally qua* 
lifted as to perfbna! Abilities, but one, a, Gentiemaii of 
good Fortune and Family, the other of neither^ I believe it 
will be granted, that che former ought to be preferred • 
and as long as Placemen or Officers are allowed Seats in 
this Houfe, or Vote* at Eledions, the Crown, or the 
Minifiers of the Crown, will certainly prder the former, 
m order to prevent his appearing againfl them, in sH 
Matters of an indifferent Nature, cither in this Houfc, or 
at Eledions ; but if by preferring him, they ihould render 
itimpoiTible for him to do them any Service, either in this 
Houfc, or at Eledions, they would certainly prefer the 
other, becaufc he would be a more obedient and fubmrfEve 
"Tool, and much more attached to their perfonal Jnterctr 
and Safety. 

* The Confcquence, therefore, of excluding moll Placemen 
and Officers from having Ssats in this Houie will he, thm 
m a (horr Time, none bur Men of low Birth and no Fortune 
will be employed in our Army and Navy, and in every 
other Poll or Office* that h neceflary for the executive Pai t 
of our Government i and if this fhoi^ld ever happen to be 
the Caf?, I Should think our ConlUtution in much greater 
^ Danger, than h could be, ihould every Member of this 
Houfe have a Share in the executive, as well as he haj 
5n the Jcgiflative Part of the Government of his Country. 
For this Reafon, L mull be of Opinion, that as bng a& 
you Jeave the executive Part of your Government in the 
Crown, you ought to leave the Conftjtutitjn upon the 
Footing it liovv Hands, if you have a Mind to preferv^c k 



{ 221 ) 
from being overtBrned by an Army commanded by Officers, Annoij,G«v 
3nd alTiiledbya great Number of Placemen, of no Birth or' '^ 'Tiff- 
Fortaoe in theirCouTitry, and consequently, ready to join L<^"Y"'X-^ 
with an ambitious Prince or MimAei^ m o^erturntng the 
Liberties pf their Counfry, 

* Whilll we have Par lament?. Sir. and thofe Parltaments 
regularly chofen, according to rhe Laws already in being, 
1 can have no NotioWi that the Majority of fuch a Par- 
liament can be prevailed on by Places or Preferments, lo 
join in arbitrary Defigns or oppreffivc Meafures i ihe only 
Danger we are Iti is, left the Crown fhoutd be tempted, 
or obliged to govern without s Parliament ; and this 
even the julkft and wifeft Prince may find himfe!f obliged 
to do, if you Ihoald take away all ihofe legnl Powers, 
which our Anceilors have found oeceiTary to be lodged in 
the Crown, in order to enable it to withftand Fadion and 
Sedition* We know how giddy the Populace arc in every 
Country : We know how apt the People arc to be led 
aftray by the artfal Heads of Fadionp whofe fee ret De^gna 
arc generally very different from their public Profeflions, 
All wife Governments forefee Dangers and Inconveniences 
at a great Dii^ance, andj in order to svid thcfe Dangers, 
are often oblfged to take Mcafures^ that may (eem wrong 
gr opprcflive to the Ignorant: They niay often have wife 
and good Reafons for what they do, and yet thofe Reafons 
may be fuch as muft not be public!/ explained. Thefc 
Circtimtlances the Heads of Faftion, the Difaffeded^ and 
the Diicontented, take Advantage of, in order to mif- 
repre^ent the Government to the Multitude; and bythefe 
MeanSp trven againll a juit and wife Prince^ a general Dif- 
content may be made to prevail for fome fhon Time^ and 
until the Eyes of the People be opened. If fuch a Prince 
had no Honours to beftow, nor any Rewards to give to 
fuch as do not allow themfelves to be led away by 
popular Clamours, his Government would be tore to 
Picceji by a fadious Parliament, or he would be obliged 
10 carry it on without any Parliament at all i and in either 
Cafe, our Cbnllitution would be undone. 

• Againft ihia Danger we are* guarded. Sir, by the 
Honours and Favours which the Crown may beftow upoa 
thofe Eleftorg and Members who do not, out of an A9e£lt* 
don of Popularity, chime in with every popular Dif- 
content ; and this^ f think, i^the only Ufe the Crown can 
make of thofe Honouri, Places and Offices, which it has, 
by our Conftitution^ at m Difpofal. Thefc iionoun. 
Places, and OfHces, may be a Support to the Crown againft 

t*ar frenzy or Delidion, and may fupport it in a 
legal 
■ L 
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Artiioi|jGcD I«gal Way, tiH the People have Lelfurc to coniider, and 
!L 17 ^f, return to their Sen fes. By thefe^ many Ger^tlemeti may 

Vn^lr*^/ be prevented from joiDirjg with a popular Fad ion, either 
ac E led ion 5 or in Parliament:, and may at both be kept 
£rm in their Duty to their King and Country ; but by 
thefe, no Gentlemaa of any Family or Fortune can be 
prevailed en to join i^ith the Cro^yn in dellroymg tb^ 
Liberties of his Country, 

* I hope J Sir, our Liberties and Priviiegcs are as yet iq 
©o Danger. As long as the People are guided by a Spirk 
of Virtue and public Good, their Liberties and Frivilegpi 
never can be iu Danger from any Honours or Rewards the 
Crown has^ or may have in its Power to bellow. But if 
ihe People {hould ever become fo abandoned^ as that % 
Majority of them ihould be ready to facrifice their Liberticp^ 
«nd Privileges for a prefenr Reward^ it would, 1 think^ 
be a very ridiculous Undertaking, to endeavour to guzri 
againil Jt by Laws, which the People would certainly repeal 
as foon as iheir Purchasers de fired it. Nay» in foch 1 
Cafe, I ihould think, it would be happy for the People to 
liave their Liberties and Privileges taken frorn them ; for 
virhen the Individuals of a Community make no other Ufc 
of the Liberties and Priviiegcs they enjoy, but to prey 
upon the Public, I am certain thofe Liberties and Pri- 
vilege* muft be taken away, or the Community itfelf will 
Jbon be delhoyed. Therefore, if it be fuppoJed, thai the 
Crown may, by means of Places and Offices, get a Ma- 
jority in Parliament, that» for the fake of the Places and 
OiKces they enjoy, will facrifice the Liberties and Privi- 
leges of their Coantry, it may be an Argument for 
putting an Eiul to all Parliaments, and eflabliibing an nn^M 



limited Power in the Crown^ but it can be no Argume 
for the Bill now propofed; for if we can ruppofe, thai a 
Majority of any future Parliament will be fuch, as are 
entirely governed by their own immedbte Intcrelt, I 
fure they will make ufe of the Privileges they are inv'efli 
with as Members, in order to accomplifh that which 
their on fy Aim, and if they find they cannot accomplilh it 
by ferving the Crown, they will endeavour to accompiifli 
it by defEroying the Crown, and, probably, by overturning^ 
our prefent happy EJlablifliment. 1 1 

' This, indeed, is the Confequence I chiefly apprehca^. 
We know, Sir, how numerous the Difaiefled llill are ii 
this Kingdom; and they p we may fuppofe, are not infea' 
iibleofthc Prejudice that has been done to their Fa&ion* 
by the Places and OfEccs which are at the BKpofai of 
Ihe Crown* I'hefe Places and OiEces aie^ as 1 have (ai^f 
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fiF great Ufc to the CroWn^ and, I think, to the Nation, Armai^,(Jed 
tn prevencing Gentkmen from joining with a PafliQn^ or il-^7ip- 
ivinQing them away from k s a ad the Jacobites are feniibTe, 
ih^y have loll many by thh Means, iome, perhaps^ after 
ihcy had got them a Seat in this Houfe* For this Reafon, 
Ive findj they are, in tvcry P^rt of the Kingdom, great 
Patrons of this Bill. I hope, we have none of them tiovv 
in thi^ Hoafe ; I am fare the Hon. Gentlemen who have 
propofed and promoi^ed this Bill, can lie under no fuch 
Imputation, nor can chey be fufpe^led of any fuch Mo* 
tives ; but we know, that without Doon, tbe C]!:iioar$, 
far thi^ Bill are a^alouHy promoted by the Difaffedled, 
which cannot proceed from any Principle of Liberty^ 
becaufe from their Principles^ they mull be for enlarging* 
inltcad of diminishing, tlie Power of the Crown, h can 
proceed from nothing, but an Oprnton, tt^at it woald 
promote their Caule : And, as I happen^ in thh C^(e, to 
be of the bme Opinion with rhem ^ as I am afraid that^ 
if the Bill fhould pafs into a Law, we might have a 
Majority of Jacobites, inftead of Placemen in this Hoiife^ 
therelore, I mail be againA giving it any Countenance^ 
and conkquentiy^ againit the Motion^ for LeaVe lo bring 
it in/ 

William Palteney^ Efqj 

S I K» 

■ The Oppofition made to this Motion is, in my Opi- 
iiton, one of the flrongell Arguments that can be made ufe William Pvdt- 
pf in its Favour, a no mui^ I thinks appear io to every nty, Efqi 
Man, who confiders the PeHons concerned in ihdc Oppo- 
litionj and the Argaments they make ufe of for iup- 
porting it. Who are the Perlons chat oppofc this Mu- 
lion f Who were they that have always oppofed fuch 
Motions f pJaccmen, Miniftcrs, and the Fiivourites or 
Penil oners of Miniflers, What do they fay for jui^ifying 
their Oppofition } They deny a Principle, a Maxim, 
which^ in all Ages, in all Countries, has hitherto been 
acknowledged, and, upon which, many of our Laws now 
in being are founded. That a Gentleman's Beh.iviour iti 
this Honfc may be influenced by a Pkce, or a Penfion^ 
is a Maxim univerfaUy acknowledged^ and in this King- 
dom fo much etbblilheu, that we have, already, by Law, 
excluded many of the former, and all the latter,' from 
having Seats in thi$ Houfe. We have, already, by Law^ 
excluded all Pensioners from having Seats in this Houfe i 
and, I fhould be glad to know tiic DiiFerencc between a 
Ffofion of looo/. a Ytikt, and » Placf with a Salary of 
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"^iiino 15 , CtD. ! ooirrt Tear. 1 know of no rc, fave onJy that the letter 
ILt75p. is geccraUy more valuable than the formers and, rt^re- 
^^''Y'X-/ fore, a Genckman will be more Joth to Jofe it, or to give 
a Vote in this Houfe, ehat ni^y difoblige a Minuter wIiq 
can take it from bim . 

» I fay. Sir, that 3 Place, with a Salary of loool 
Year, ts more valuabia than a Pcnfion of loool. a Veir* 
becaufe a Piace furniibes a G^nUeman with an Opportunity 
to ferve his Friends, and, perhaps, to provide Tome q\ 
them with little Places or Offices under him. To which I 
muft add, chat a Place often fiirnifhes a Gentleman, who is 
not VQTy fcrupulous, with an Opportunity of plundering bit 
Country yearly, of twice^ perhaps ten times, the Value of 
lis Salary j and this, I mull obferve, makes another very, 
material Difference between a Place and a Fcnfion : A Place- 
man may very probably be a Perfon, whofe Coada^ this 
Houfc ought to enquire into: He may l*c a pablic Cfimi- 
ml» and sherefore he will crrtatnly be againft an jm partial 
and aria Enquiry into the Condudl of any MlnSHcr, Officer* 
or Placeman, left the Enquiry ftiould at Iqll light upon hlm- 
felf. There is, thertfore, greater Reafon for excluding all 
placemen, than for C3f eluding all renfioners froin having 
Seats in thb Houfe, Our admitting fome of the former, 
does not proceed from an Opinion ^ that a Gentleman'i 
Behaviour may not be infltieneed by a Place, as much at by 
a Penfion, but from the Neceility we are under, of having 
fomc great Officers amongft us, in order to give us proper 
Information and Diredlion, in many Affairs that mull comc 
uijder our ConfidcratiOHp 

' For this Reafon, when I hear Gentlemen, who have 
very good Places, gravely telling U5, that no Gentleman of 
Family or Fortune can, by any Place he may enjoy or eat- 
pe^, be induced to join in Meafures, that may be of dange- 
rous Confequence to the Conllitution or Liberties cf his 
Country, I think it is a clear Proof, not only that the Beha- 
viour of a Gentleman cf Familj^ ahd Fortune may be inBa- 
cnced by the Polls he enjoys or expeds, but alfo, that hi* 
Judgment may bebiafled. He may be, thereby, induced to 
think thore Things indifferent, or of no Moment, that are 
far from being fo : He may be, thereby, induced to think 
the Liberties of hij Country in no Danger, when they ate 
upon the very Brink of Dellru£iion, I Ihall grant. Sir, that 
wc ought not rafhly, and without juft Caufe, to make any 
Alteration in our Conftitution^ nor ought we 10 frtgbteo 
ourfeives with finciful Dadgers j but if the Danger we new 
apprehend, from the great Number of Officers and Place- 
men in this Houfc, be fuggelled only by a melancholy asd 

gloomy 
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glnomy Difpo^tJoOi that Dlfpofition is, I am fare, now be- ATrnorj, Geo 

come cpidemicsi ; for there Is not^ I believe^ a Man m the 11^7 ^P- 

Nation, Tioc poirefffd, or in Expedladon of fonie Polt or V./lrN^ 

Peisfion under the Crown, who does not apprehend thia 

Danger, or who is not convinced of its being not only reaf, 

bye iniminent. Placemen and Feniioners may, it is true, be 

cf a more gay DKpofuion than others, and therefore not (o 

apt to apprehend our Coni!itutton^$ being in Danger; but for 

this very Reafon, we ought not to have a Majority of them 

in this Houfe ; for if everwc (hould, I mty pfogirtofticate, 

chat their Gayety will give ihe reU of the Naiion good 

Canfe to he melancholy < 

* An Honourable Gentleman who has had feveral, and 
has now a very good P ace, has been pJeafed to tell us^ that 
we ought never to think of providii^g againll any Danger, 
till it be felt^ as welt as forefeenn I do not know, Sir, what 
thai Gentleman may feel, orforefee; but I can afTure him^ 
the Nation thinks it has often felt the Influence of Places 
and Penfionsin this Houfe. 1 jhall not undertake the invi- 
liioua Taflc of (hewing how, or when, that Influence hat 
been felt i but I mny fay in general, that even of late 
Year?, there have been many Queilions in this Houfe, which 
wou7d not have gone as they did, had we had few or no 
Officers or Placemen amonglt usi and if all the Officers and 
Placemen would now retire, or refufe to give their Votes in 
this QuelUon, in which they may properly be fa id to be Par- 
tics concerned* I fliould not doubt the Succefs of my Ho- 
nourable Friend's Motion, In this Houfe, we ought to (ce 
with the fame Eyes our Contliruents fee with, and weoughc 
to feel what the Nation feels^ which is a good Reafon for 
our admitting but few Placemen, and no Penfioners amonglt 
us ; for both the leeing and feeling of him who receives 
500!. or tooo), a Year, will always be very different from. 
I he feeing and feeling of thofe that pay it. The Diffe- 
rence between the Forefjght of Placemen, and that of the 
Nfltion, is notorious, and very remarkable, in this, that the 
former are mighty quick at forcfecing thofe Dangers, which. 
oceafion the keeping up of a Standing- Array, but with re^ 
gird to thofe Dangers that threaten our ConilitJtion, they 
have hitherto appeared to be almoll quite bimd ; whereas 
the Natioo has always been, and, I hope, always will be, 
quick- fighted with regard to thofe Dangers that threaten 
our Conititution, and never very apprcheniive of any of 
thofe Dangers that are u(ual)y pretended for our keeping 
up a numerous Standing Army* This, I fay, h a remark- 
able DifFerence, with regard 10 the Faculty of feeing or 
fjorefeeing any Danger i and ivicU regard to that of fctling. 
Vat VI. G g it 
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Anno i)^ Geo it is certain, a Gentleman of loool. a Year Eflate, who* 
^j^7i9' pays 700I. a Year towards our national Taxes, and has 

^^yy''^^ a Penfion or Salary of loool. a Year paid him out of thofi: 
Taxes, can never be fo fenfible of their Weight, as an- 
other Gentleman of loool. a Year Eftate, who pays but 
500I. a Year towards our national Taxes, and has no Penfion 
or Salary coming in. Therefore, I hope, the Honourable 
Gentleman will forgive me, if 1 fay, that our Liberties may 
be in the moll immment and real Danger, tho' neither hCy 
nor any other Placeman, either feels or forefees it; and 
this, I think, is a very good Reafon, why our Libtprties 
fHould not be committed to their Keeping. 

* I fliall admit, Sir, that a Gentlemen of Family, For- 
tune, Charafter, and IntercA in his Country, is not fo liable 
to be influenced by a Place he may enjoy or expedl, as one 
who has none of thefe Advantages ; but will any Gentleman 
fay, that none but Gentlemen of Family, Fortune, Cha- 
raifler, and Intereft in their Country, can get themfelvet 
chofen Members of this Houfe ? Do not we know, that a 
Miniiler may get a Man chofen, tho* he has neither Family, 
Fortune, Charadler, nor Intereft to recommend him? Do 
not we know, that moll of the little Boroughs upon our 
Coalls, are already, by means of our Cullom -Houfe, and 
Sea-Officers, brought entirely under the Diie^ion of our 
Adminillration? And if the late Excife Scheme had pafled 
into a Law, I believe, the Cafe would, by this time, have 
been the fame, with regard to mod of the little Inland Bo- 
roughs in the Kingdom. Suppofc this (hould hereafter be 
brought about, by means of fomc fuch Scheme, pall into » 
Law» at the End of u SefTion, and before People had time to 
confi-Icr its Confequences : Could we fuppofe, that a wicked 
or ambitious Miniiier, would evtr allow a Gentleman of 
Family or Fortune to he chofen by any of the Boroughs 
under his Diredion, unlefs he were fuch a one as would be 
iiiflucnced by the Place the Miniiler had given, or could 
give him ? 

* In this Cife, Sir, let us confider, that of the 513 Mem* 
bers th:it reprefent England and V^'ales, there arc but 9?: 
chofen by Counties, and of the remaining 421, there are at 
lealt 350 chofen by Cities, Boroughs, and Cinque*Ports, 
where the Adminiltration wouid have the abfolute Com- 
mand and Diredtion. If this fhould ever happen to beoor 
unlucky Fate, can we fuppofe, that any Gentleman would 
fet up to be a Member of this Houfe, or a Keprefenttttvc 
even for any oi our Counties, but fuch asrefolved to fHbmi^ 
with reg:ird to their Behaviour here, to the abfolucc DiRC- 
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•tfon of the prime Miniflcr ? For no Gcntjeman of Hoftour Anno i^, Geo 
would put himfclf to Expence, or cxpofe himfelf to the I'- »73p- 
Rcfentment of an alLpowerfuI Minifter, if, by fetting upas V>Or*X:/ 
a Candidate at any Eledlion, he were abfolutely certain that 
Tie could thereby do his Country no Service. Inllead of 
Gentlemen of Family, Fortune, Charr^dlcr, or Intereft in 
their Country, we (hould then fee this Houfe filled with the 
lowed Tools, and vileft Sycophants of abfclute Power. 
Inflead of this Houfe's being a Check upon Minifters, it 
would then, like the Parliament of France, or the Roman 
Senates under their Emperors, be an Inftrament for the Op. 
;.preffions of Miniflers, and a Cloak for their Crimes. The 
inoft rapacious Plunderer, the moft tyrannical Oppreflbr, 
would then infolently boaft, that he did nothing but accord- 
ing to Law, that the public Treafure was regularly ac- 
coonted for in Parliament, and that he was at all times r^ady 
to fubmit his Condudl to a parliamentary Enquiry. 
. ' Surely, Sir, no Gentleman <ian think, that the Liberties 
of this Nation confirt in our having the Refembknceof a • 
.Parliament. We may have a Parliament, that Parliament 
may be chofen once every feven Years, may fit annually ais 
it does now, may pafs Laws, grant Money, receive Accounts, 
and evtn make Enquiries, and yet we may have neither 
Conflitution nor Liberty left; for if it fhou Id once come to 
be in the Power of the Adminillration., to have always a 
Majority in Parliament, ready to obey the Diredions given 
them 'by the Minifters, there wou'd be no Ncceffity for de- 
flroying the very Form of our Conftitution, or for making 
a dircft and ablblute Sarrcndcr of our Liberties : Without 
either of thefe, our Sovereign would be as abfolute, and 
might be more tyrannical than the Grand Signior himfelf. 
Such a Parliament would grant him ss many Spahis and 
■Janizaries, as he thought neccfTary for keeping his Slaves 
in Subjedion, would give him any Revenue he pleafed to 
demand, and would pafs whatever Laws he might p!eafe to n 

propofc; and the Judges, being under no parliamentary 
Reitraint, would^ in every Fart. of his Dominions, giw 
Judgment according to the Dirc6lions of the Prime Vizir, 
or governing Bafhaw. Thus Oppreflion would be counte- 
nanced by the Forms of Law, and the Ptople plundered, 
the Innocent murdered, by the Adminiflration of Juftice. 

« Ft is this fort of Ruin, Sir, we hiVe chiefly to appre- 
hend, and this fort of Ruin we may. Step by Sep, be 
led into, without our being fenfible of the fcveral Steps. 
Wc (hall certainly be led into it, if we truft, any longci, 
the Guardianfhip of our Liberties to thofe, whofe Forefight 
is blunted by the Places they enjoy orexpe^. IfaMiniiler 
G g 2 were 
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Annti ii. Ceo were to propofe a. Law for giving the Crown a Power oFoi^ 
IL i75j!r (endiog to every County, City, and Borough in the King-«^l< 
K^^^r^J dom, fucb a C^flgi itEiirt lor the Choice of MembcTs «|^ 
Parliamcnr, a& isi now (bnt to a Dean and Chapter, for tbe 
Choice of a Bifhop, I believe, very few Gcndemen of 
F^inily or Forcane would, for the 5j.ke of any Placf, 
^grte to it ; but an ^qtiWalent Power may be got by mut- 
ti plying penal Laws, and increafing the Nuinber and Power 
of OiHcers ; and a Gentkman ol Fa uily, Fortune, Cha- 
radler, and Inrcrclt in his Coiiotry, may, by a good PlacCf 
be indyced to beiit^ve, that fuch a Law, or fuch an 
Jncreafe of the Number and Power of Officers* is ncceffiir^ 
for preventing fraudulent Pra dices, or the like i and may» 
therefore, agree to it, without feemg the Danger our Con- 
Aitution may bs ihereb/expofed to: Thus by Degrees ht 
may be made to agree to fach Propi^fitions, one after 
anothL-r, ilU he has thereby elUbli[lie:d in the Crown, tUe 
abloiute Direflion of molt oftheEletlionsin the Kingdom. 

* I'hiE, Sir, would have been the certain Confequence of 
the late Exciie Scheme ; and y«t there were man> Gentle- 
jncn of Family and Fortune that approved of it. I am 
convinced they did not rorcfee this Consequence,, NaVp I 
have fo much Charity as to he lie ve^ that the chief Patron 
of that Scheme did not foiefce this Confcquence ; but eveiy 
jtnpartiaE Man in the Kingdom is now, i belie ve^ lenfible 
of it. That Scheme W4S, indeed, fuch a large Step cowards 
giving the Crown the Direftion of moll of our Ekftbm, 
and by good Lack, was io choToughly conQdered, before 
it was brought into this HoulCp thiit mojt Gentlemen 
became kufible of the Danger^ befuic it was too late ; 
and til is was rhe C-ufe of its meeiing with the Fate jc 
defervcd i but its F^te will be a Warning to future Kh' 
niilers, not to attempt making fuch a large Step at once ; 
They wiU from thence fee, that they mult grafp at tlija 
Power by iittle and little, which they wiil certainly do, 
and as certatnJy, at lalf, accomphih, unlei? we tjke care 
to exclude from this Houfe, moil of thole who, by th« 
Places they enjoy, arc induced to have a better Opmioa 
of Mitiilters, than any Man ought to have, that is eiitrdled 
wuh the Guard ianfolp of the Conllitutioa and Libenica of , 
his Country. 

'TheQucillon is noi, Sir, whetl.er a Gentleman may be 
induced, by the Office or Place he holds or expeib^ to 
make at once, and in an open and dired Manner, an ab* 
iolute Surrender c»f Jie Liberties cf his Country : No Prince 
or Minifler of common Senfe, will ever deiire fo^h a Sur* 
fender i beuuf^^ if he can get into his Hands , an uncon* 

trouble 
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foIdbV Power over moil of our Elt^fllonip and, confc- Anno i ;, Gca^ 

|u£injy, the DireifUon of the Parliameiits cholen by this ^l ^719- 
UdCOntrolablc I*iawer» his Power will, in every refpfd, be ^-•'^A-i' 

dbfolute, and may be exe re ifed iri a mare arbitrary 
yaoncf , and wkh greater Security to himfelf, than it coulJ 
wJtl'iOuE the Appearance oh a parliamenfary j^uthorjcy ; 
fbr every unpopuUr and opprefTtve Meafure wuuld then be 
pDade the A^ and Deed of [he Purliumeiit, and theLcnicy 
of the Miaifkr in the E.\ecution gf thofe penal Laws 
:n*i(Med by Farliamentj or in ihe Excrcifif of chofe Powers 

B;r^Dted hitJi by Padi-aienc, wooM &e fet forth and e^ttoUed 
y hit Tools in a G:i2ctteer, orfome fuch Paper, publiibed 
|>y ills Authafity» and difperftd through ibe whole King- 
dom at the pubJk Ex pence. The QydUon, therefore, 
pow before us If .-^Whether a Gentkmaii*s Eyes may not, 
1/ a lucrative and honourable Poft orHmployTnent, be fa 
iverdouded, as to prevent hh feeing through the p!au^ 
Sfible PretcnLC-s that may, fiom Time it-} Tiiiie^ be aiadu 
ufe of, by an ar:fal Minrikr, fjr geitmg inio his ti^ndit 
or into the Hands of the Crown, fuch an unconirolablc 
power, ks f have meut toned ; and this Queit ion p even with 
^fpctl to G^Dtlemea of Family and F^rtune^ wllf^ l am 
fure, be anfwered in the AfH^niative, by evc:ry Man in 
aUc KingJotn, who does not pofTcfs or expt-ft iome Pott, 
fir EmpJoymentj or fojne of tliofe Titles tf Honour, which, 
by oirr CotLllituNonf a^ hh now model l42d| ihe Cfovvn lui 
^tbfolutcly at its Difpofal. 

» To ttfU usj Sir, Edut eur Liberties can never be in D.ingfr 
from a XLji^rity of Placemen in this Houfe, un'cW the 
People be generally abandoned, as to ali Principles of 
Virtue and publjc Good, and unlcfs the Crown ha^, ac 
the fame T^me, formtci Dcii^os againll our Liberties ; and 
that the only Method for removing ihis Danger, in cafe 
we jhoufd, ac any Time^ be rhreatncd with ft, would b^ to 
take proper Meafurc^ fjf refloring Virtue, and public 

I Spirit among the People, and far removing evil .Coun- 
cilors Iron* about the Throne : To tell ua thii, I fay, 
Sir^ in a ferious Manner, is Something very extraordinary: 
It is futilaking the Effi:d for the Caufc, and dt firing uj ii> 
begin at the wrong End. Corfuption, Sir, is not the 
EJed» but the Caufe of a general Depravity of Alanieri 
among she Peopleof any Country » and basin dU Couniries, 
as wtll as this, been firll pradifed and cncourjged by 
Miaiilcri and Courtiers. If woufd, therefore, be ridjculuus 
in ui, to tiiink of rcitoring Virtue among the People, till 
we have once made it impcfEble for Miniilcrs md Cour- 

ticri 
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Anno T3, Geo tiers to corrupt them; and, I am fure, would be ftill 
^iJ^i^' ^^^^ ridiculous in us, to think of removing an evil Coan- 
fellor from about the Throne, till we have once removed 
his Creatures and Tools out of this Houfe. 

« I hope, Sir, there are at prefent no evil CountelloK 
about the Throne : If there were, I am fure, no fuch Coun- 
iellor has a Majority of his Creatures and Tools in thii 
Houfe. If this were the Cafe, it would have been very 
ridiculous to have made fuch a Motion as this now before 
us. It would be very ridiculous to think of reiloringour 
Confticution by any legal Method : It is this Misfortune 
^c intend to prevent by the Bill now moved for. It is « 
Misfortune now forefeen by all unprejudiced Men in the 
Kinfldom. I hope it is not yet too late to think of prc- 
ATcnting it by a legal Method ; for after we have once fallen 
into this Misfortune, it will be impoflible to recover. If 
an ambitious Minifler fhould once get a Majority of his 
Creatures and Tools into this Hor»fc, can wc fuppofe they 
would confent to impeach, or remove him from the Throne? 
Can we fuppofe, they would ever confent to any BiU chat 
might tend to diilrels the Adminiilration of their Mailer? 
Can we fuppofe, they would refufe any Thing that might 
tend to prolong his Adminiilration and incrcafe his Power? 
Every Attempt to reilorc the ConAitution, would be branded 
with the Name of Republicanifm : The Difcontents of the 
People would be called Difaffedion and Jacobitifm : Every 
Oppofiiion would be faid to proceed from Malice and 
Kelentmcnt ; and the Misfortune would be, that many 
honed well meaning Men, induced by their Places to 
have a better Opinion of Minifters than they ought to 
have, would give Credit to thefe Pretences, and would be- 
lieve, that by agreeing to the Miniller's arbitrary Schemes, 
they were only ilrengthening the Hands of the Government 
againd Republicanifm, Jacobitifm, and Sedition. 

* \£ it were poffible to be merry in a Debate of fo great 
Importance, it would be diverting to obferve the Contra- 
didion in the Arguments made uie of againft this Motion. 
By fome, our Gentlemen of Family and Fortune arc le- 
prefented to be Men of fuch ilridl Honour, and fuch clear 
jkeadsythat no Place or Penfloncan miflead their Judgment, 
or diredt their Will ; no fel£(h Confideration can make 
them overlook the Danger our Liberties may be expofed 
to, or confent to any thing, they think may in the leaft 
endanger our ConRitution. By others again, our Gentle- 
men of Family and Fortune are reprefented as fuch' felfilh. 
mercenary Creatures, that nnlefs the Government would 
give ihcra fome Poll or Fenfion, they would refufe to con. 
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ent to thofc Things that arc abfolutely ncceffary Ibr the Anno i%, fie« 
Ends of Govemmc^nt, and ihe Prcicrvation of their Coun- **^ ^7i*' 
tr]^. Now thefe two contradictory Pofitions^ tho* they VAtt^V' 
cannot be cqualJy true, may be, and, 1 belkvCj they arc 
equally falfe. We have* I believe, fome Gentlemen amongft 
ms^ vvhofe Judgment cannot be biafled, nor their Will direct- 
ed ^ by any felhlh Canfiderauon. Such Men, I hope^ we 
^ail always bnvt !□ roine of our highcR OfHces, and thefe 
arc DoC designed by this Bill ro be excluded from hairing 
Seats Jn ihis Houfe ; but their Number wtll alw^^ys be fmall, 
and, therefore^ not fu^cient by themfelvcs alone, to fupport, 
the Conftitution agiiinila Combiaitioo of all the Fooli nnd 
Knaves that may hereafter get in Eo this Houfes therefore^ 
we mtsd endeavour to prevent this Combination, and this 
can only be done by fuch a Bill as is now propofed, 

* Oa tbe other band, Sir, 1 believe there may be fome 
amoogil us J who propofe nothing by their Service in this 
Houfe^ but their own private Advantage] and whilst we 
have Placemen aod Penfioners amotigfl us, fuch Men will 
endeavour all they can to get into Parliament. Nay, it 
may become lb cuUon^ary for every Man that votes with 
the Court, to have a Place or a Peni^on, that no Man will 
do fo without iome fuch Reward. But if ever this felftfti 
Spirit ihould get into Parliament, our Conttitution will be 
u.:done; .'ind to prevent this, is the Defign of the Bill now 
moved for: If no Man could, by being a Member of Par- 
lument, propofe to get any PJace or OiSce, or any Advan* 
tage to himfelf, the Mercenary and Selfifh would feldom 
tftdeavour to get tlicmleives chofen^ at leaft they would pie- 
VLT be at any Expence for this Purpofej and as fuch Men 
h:we feldom a grea: natural Intereft in any Part of the King- 
dom, there would always be fuch a fmali Number in Par- 
liatnent, that their Oppofition could never obftru£l or retard 
any thing that Teemed necclTary forthe julT: Ends of Govern- 
fJient, or for the Prefervation andHappiocfs of the Sqciety. 
The Public Good would then be the only Aim of Mmiilers^ 
as vvell as Members, becaufe neither of them could hope 
for Succeia in any other; and as Men of good Senfe and 
i\u€t Honour are the bcft Judges of, and the moft ready to 
pgrte upon what is necdfary fji the public Good, it would 
tlien b^ as much the Bufinefs of Minilkfs to get fuch Men 
chofeo» ai it is now their Bu fmefs to get Inch Members 
chofen, as are Men of mcicenary Tempers, or (hallow 
Underibndings i for all Minlilers will have Jobbs to do 
in ParliamenE, as long as they have any Hope* of Succeft, 
find the Weak or Mercenary wil alwiiye be the moll proper 
for this Porpofe. 
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Anno M* Geo * I am indfed, furprized, Sir, to hear it faid by an Hon. 
IL I73P* Gentleman, whofe Attachment to the prefent ElUblifhrnent 

K,^'\r\^ >s not to be doubted, that if moft Placemen were excluded 
from this Houie, there would foon be a Majority of Jaco- 
bites in ir. Such a Suppoficion is not to be made, withoat 
firlt fuppofing, that a great Majority of the People art 
jacobires; and to fuppofe this, is, 1 am fure, no G>in- 
pliment to our prefent Royal Family, and much Icfs to the 
King now upon our Throne. As long as our Parliament! 
are independent, and our Eledlions free, there can never 
be any confiderable Number of Jacobites, either in this 
Houfe, or in the Nation ; but if there (hould once come to 
be a Majority of Placemen and Officers in this Houie, that 
Majority would foon create a Majority of Jacobites in the 
Nation ; and in that Cafe, tho* the Majority within Doors 
might be a good Security to Minifters againft parliamentary 
Profecucions, yet it wou'd be but a bad Security to the Royil 
Family, againlt an Infurredion of the whole People witboot 
Doors. The Army, upon which we now feem fo much to 
depend, or a great Part of them, would, probably, joinwitk 
the People, and the certain Confequence would be the Orer- 
ihrow of our prefent Eltablilhment. This Danger, I knofr, 
a guilty Minilter will always chufe to expofe his MaftertD* 
rather than expofe himfelf to a legal Trial, before a free and 
independent Parliament : Becaufe in a general Conflagra- 
tion, he may, poffibly, efcape Notice, or may, perhaps, be 
able to facrifice his Mailer, by way of an Atonement' for 
himfelf; but thofe who fupport him in thus expofing his 
Mailer, can have no great Regard for their Sovereign, and 
in fuch an Event, would certainly meet with the Contempt 
and Punilhment they fo highly deferved. 

* For this Reafon, Sir, as I have a greater Regard for the 
Security of the Royal Family, than 1 have for the Security 
of our prefent Minifters, or of any Set of Minifters that 
(hall ever get into the Management of our public Afiain, I 
(hall be for putting it out of the Power of any future Mi- 
niiler, to overturn our Conllitution, by getting a Majority 
of Placemen and Peniioners into this Houfe. This, I think, 
is now become abfolutely neceflary, for preventing oar 
being brought under one of the worft Sorts of tyrannical 
Governments that was ever contrived' or eftablidied. For 
this Purpose, the Bill now moved for is one of the moft 
certain, and one of the moH obvious Methods that can be 
thought of. ft can be attended with no Inconvenience. It 
is impoffible to fhew fo much as a plauiible Reafon agaioft 
it; and, therefore, if this Motion be rejefled, it maft aflbrd 
a moil melancholy Reflc(^ion to every one that onderfiinds 
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Sir RobcrE Walpole. 
: S t It, 

• * 1 was a llu^c furprized to J^ear it fa id, by the Hon. 
GcDcleinan whofpoke latl, that this Motion's being oppofed 
by Mimikra and Placemen, is a flrong Argument in its 
Favour* In my Opinion^ thi^ is a Sort of begging the 
QueilJott* Eefore we can fnppofe this to bean Argument 
in Favour of the Motion, we miift fuppofe^ that MiniQers 
and PJacemen oppofe it, not becatifa rkey think it wrongs 
buit becjafe chcy are Miniflers and Placemen, which is 
the very Qucftion now in Debate. I do not believe, 
that ever any Miniiler or Placeman oppofed, or fupported 
a Quell ion in thi» Houfe, contrary to his private SeA* 
eitnent$, and only* becaufe he was a Mmiller or Place - 
mail. I am fare, their Conduct of late Years has givea 
ui no Room to chink fo i nor can we ever have Room 
ta tbsnk fot as long ai none but Gentlemen of Credit 
and Honoiir are employed in the Adminiftration, or In 
tny Place of Honour and Proht under the Crown. If 
mere tJpllan?, or Perfons of no Fortune or Credit in their 
Country, were employed, and by illegal Methods brought 
inio this Houfe, for by fair Means they 'could not, there 
might be fome Room for making fuch a Siippofition, and 
then there would be fome Ciiife for bringing in fuch a Bill 
as is now propofed ; but when I look round me, and con- 
fider the parti cuiar Circumftances of thofe Gentlemen now 
here, who have the Honour to be at the fame Time in the 
Service of the Crown^ ! m-iil look upon the Danger, now 
pretended to be fo real and imminent, to be as chimerical 
M I>angerr Z5 the moil luxuriant Fancy can invent. 
. ' I (hall agree with the Hon. Gentlemen Who feem (a 
fond of this Bill, that if the Crown could gain an abfolute 
and uncontrolabic Power over all, or a Majority of the 
Eledions in the Kingdom, every Parliament thus chofen 
by the Power, would be under the J>ire6lion of the Crown, 
and in this Cafe our Con Jli tut ion would be at an End; but 
this I think impofiable* Whiltl the Crown purfues right 
Meafurei; whilft none but Gentlemen of good Cred't and 
Fortune are employed in the Admmiftraiion, or in any fa- 
perior Poll or Office under the Adminiilratbn, the Crowa 
will certainly have a grcr.t Influence both in Parliamenr, 
ftjtd at Elediona ; but this proceeds (torn the Wtfdom and 
UprightneCs of ita Meafures, and from the natural Weight 
«f ihofc that arc employed ; and it would cer^inly cciife. 
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Anno 15, Geo. as foan as the Crown began to parfuc contrary Meafure&i 
IL 17-iP' becaufe, we ma ft fuppofe, the Adminiilration would then 
l./'^VX.^ certainly be deferted, and oppofed by all, or mofl Gencle* 
men of any Fortune or Credit in their Country. Thisj 1 
fey, we maft ftippofe, unlefs we can fappofe, that Gcntk- 
mcn of Fortune and Credit in their Country, would unite 
in Mcafores for making a Sacrifice of themfelvcs, as well 
as their Country ; which is a Suppofitlon that cannot, I * 
ihmk, be made, nor pretended, by any Man whofe Head 
is found, and Heart fincere* 

' In all Queftions, Sir, which do not admit of Demon- 
lira t ion, there muit be a Variety of Opinions; mnd as 
Que ft ions of a political Nature are left capable of Demon- 
stration than any other, it is natural to fee a Difference of 
Sentiments in every Country like this, where the People 
have not only a Power to judge, but a Liberty to talk and 
write a gain ft the Meafures purfued by the Government : 
This is natural, and even neceffary, in tvery Country 
where the People are free ; and as every Man is fond of 
his own Opinion, and fully convinced of his having Rcafnn 
on his Side, he is apt to imagine, that thofe who diier 
from him, mull be governed by fome Prejudice, or by fome 
felfifti Con fid era ti on. From hence it is, that all thoiewho 
difapprove of the Meafures of the Government concluEJe, 
that the Approbation of thofe that differ from them, pro- 
ceeds from the InEucnce of fome lucrative Poft they are in 
PoiTeilion or Expeflation of; and on the other hand, thofe 
that approve of, and fupport the Meafures purfued by the 
Government, are apt to conclude, that the Oppofiuon is 
entirely owing to Party- Prejudice, or to Malice and Re- 
fcntmcnt. For my Part, I fhall always endeavour to keep 
in the middle Courfe, and to believe that both are tn the 
vvrgng; and, therefore, I ihali always be a gain ft any 
Alteration in our Conftitution, when I think, that the 
Alteration propofed, is founded upon one or other of thefe 
Miilakes. 1 fhould be as much againft reftraining the 
Liberties of the People, in order to prevent that InHuence 
which is fuppofed to proceed from Party-Prejudice^ Malkc, 
and Refcntment, as I ihall be agjainft retraining the Power 
or free Choice of the Crown > in order to prevent that 
Influence which is fuppofed to proceed from the Difpofel 
of Places and Preferments. There may, perhaps, I believT 
there always will, be a little of each in the Nation ; bm 
neither can ever be of any dangerous Confequence to our 
Conllitution : On the contrary, they ferve as a Balance to 
tach dther i fo that by nmQv'mg diher, without removing 
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the other «t the ^fa me Time, the CaniUtutioJl will run a Anno, ij Ceo. 
great Rifk of being overturned* W' *7JP- 

' There are many Caufea, Sir, which naturally raife a ^^^^"^^ 
Party againil the bell and wifeft -A dm i nitration* In this 
Life, it is impoflible for us to be compleatly happy- All 
Men feel fome Wants, Prefliirest or Misfortunes ; and very 
few are wilting to impute them to their own Polly, or to 
any Milbke in their own Condud. To fuch Men, 
the AdmlDillration is in Politics, what the Devil h in 
Religion ; it h the Author of all their Mifdeeds, and 
tbe Caufe of all their Sufferings : This naturally breeds 
Id them a bad Opinion of the Adminiflration, and then^ 
of courfe, tbey not only condemn^ but oppofe alt its 
Measures. This muft raife a great many Enemies to 
the Adminiftration in every Country » and their Number 
will be confiderably increa fed by thofe that are difap^ 
{>ointed of the Honours or Prefernnents they expefted, and 
juftiy, as they thought, defervcd ; as well as by thofe 
that wiGi for a Change in the Adminilirarion, for no other 
Reafon but becaufe they hope for a Share in the next. In 
ajl Countries it h honourable to have a Share in the Go^ 
vernment of one*s Country : In rich Countries it is pro- 
itable as well as honourable i and as there are but a very 
few In any Country that can have a Share of the GoverA- 
jaent, and Hill fewer that can have fuch a Share as, they 
think, they deferve, there mull be many Candidates for ^ 
every Title of Honour, or Poll of Profit, that is to be dif- ' 
pofed of Of thefc Candidates, one only can be chofen, 
and all the rell will, of courfe, think they have had 
Injuflice done them ; for few Men are fo modelt as lo 
think fuch a Difappointment owing to their own Want of 
Merit, or to the fyperior Merit of rheir Rival i and from 
thence they will begin to entertain a fccrec Animofity, 
nay, perhaps, they will declare an open Enmity to thole 
at the Head of the AdminiUration, 

* By thefe two Sorts of Men united together, there will 
always be a confiderable Party in every Country, ready fo 
condemn and vilify ihewifeCl Meafures that can be purfued 
by the Admin iftrat ion; andj as in every free Country there 
are different Parties, as in this Country there are at pre- 
fent, and, I believe, always will be different Parties, the 
Parties that are by their ProfeSion and Principles op- 
pofite to the Party in Power, will be ready to find Fault 
with every Thing done by the Adminiflration, In this 
Country, I fay. Sir, there are, and, I believe^ always will 
be different Parties : There are at pre fen t, and will be, as 
long a^ our prefeat bappy Eltabliflimcnt endures, three 

Hh a different 



Afwio 1 3, Geo. different Parties in tKIs Kingdom: The Jacobites of oil 

"' ^7JP Stde, the RepubHcans of the other, which I rnay call the 

^/^/""^J two Extremes ; and the Parry for fupporting our prcfem 

happy EIbblifhmt;nt, which may be jtiftly called the proper 

IVJean between thetc two Extremes. 

* Thus, Sir» we may fee what a numerous Party, our 
AdminidraCJon mull always have to ftruggle with- All 
thefe Sort5of Men, the Difcantented, the Difap pointed, the 
J^cobiteSf and the Repablicans, will always be ready to 
condemn and oppofe the Meafures of the Adminiftratron, 
let them be never fo wife, let them be never fo juft ; and 
by their Argamenta they will often be able to prevail 
with fome well-mearing and ui^thinking Men, or at Icaft 
to ftagger them in their Opinions. With regard to 
Parliament?, and the Choice of Members of Parliamem, 
0!xr Adm in ift ration has no Defence again ft this formidable 
Union of Parties, but by the Wifdom of their Meafares to 
engage moft Gentlemen of Ciedit and Fortune in their 
Incereft. WhiUl the Adminillrat'on purfues right Mea- 
fures, fach Gentlemen will be ready to join wnh them^ 
and by this means the Ad m in ifl ration will always have a 
prevailing Influence, both in Parliament, and at Elections | 
for when a Majority of tHofo who have the bell Portunei» 
and grcatell Intereft in their fefpeftive Countries, are Friends 
to the Adminillration, it is not at all furprixing, that an 
Administration, by means of fuch Friends, {hould have i 
"prevailing Influence at Eleftions^ as well as in Parliament* 
But fjch Friends, or at leall a great Number of fuch, no 
Adminiflration can have, that purfues Meafures inconfiftent 
with the Good of the Community in genera). 

' I ftiall grant, Sir, that a Title of Honour, or a lucra- 
tive Poll or Employment, may be of fome Service tfi pre- 
vaiHng with a Gentleman to judge favourably of the Go- 
vernment's Mcafures ^n all Cafes where he is wavering 
iiL hii Opinion ; but a bad Government can never, by this 
Way, g;iin many Friends; even a good Government can 
^ jyever gain near fo many Friends, as it will iofe by caufe- 
jefs Discontents andjuft Difappoiniments j and if you tlioufd 
take away from the Crown the chief Advantage it can reap 
by the Difpofal of Polls and Employments, not only a good 
Adminilhation. but even the Crown itfelf, may fink under 
the Weight of Party- Prejudice, fupported by cauiefcfs Dif- 
Contertr^ and jult Difappoiniment s therefore, to fopport 
the Crown a gam ft the Dj fad vantages and Oppofition which 
the wifefl and befi; Adminillration mult always have to 
ftrug|g?e with J 1 think, yoa ought to leave it in the Power 
of t^c Crown to difpole of all FoiU and Employ ment^i in 
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iTie fame manner tliey have been hiiherta, without any bad Anno j^, Ceo. 
EFca, difpofed of. I^ I71P. 

* If you fhould, by the Bill now propofed, cxctiiJ« all ^w/^V^'V/ 
Gentlemen in any Place or Office tutder Ehe Crown, from 

Jiaving Seats in thisHoijfe, you would, in my Opinion^ Sir^ 
bring the Conllirution into inpch greater D^inger, than ic 
can ever be brought into, by any Number of Piacemen and 
Officers that can be in this Houfe; for the Crown would, in 
that Cafe, be laid under a Neceflicy to employ none bat Men 
of low Fortunes and no Intereil ; becaufe, if the Places and 

-Offices under the Crown Ihould be given to Gent'emen of 
Chara£ier and Diftin£lion in their refpcdive Countries, and 
they thereby excluded from having Seats in this Houfe, the 
chief Friends of the Government being thus rendered inca- 
pable of ftandfng Candidates at Eleflions, ihedirafftifted, or 
difcontented Jnterell would prevail in every Part of the 
Kingdom; and in chat Cafe, this Houfe would foonbe filled 
with ftich as were declared Enemies to the Adminiftratjon. 
1o prevent this Confecjuence, the Adminiftr^iion would ^ 

therefore, be obliged to empfoy none in any Poll or Office 
under the Crown, but fuch as had neither Fortune norlnce- 
reU in their Country, in order that their Friends might be 
in a Condition to get themfelves chofen Members of this 
Hoiife ; for» I believe, it will be granted, th?.t no Admini- 

H ration could fupport icfelf^ or anfwcr any of the linds of 
Govcrnmenr, if ihe Majority of this Houfc confilled of 

'foch as were its declared Encmiei, 

* From hence. Sir, I think it is evident, that if th»s Bill 
vfhduld pa fs into a Law, the neceffary Confecjuence would 

be, that in a very fhori time our Armies would be entirely^ 
.commanded by Officers of no Fortune or Jntereft in their 
Country i Our Navy would be in the fame Condition : All 
Foib and Offices under the Crown would be fiUed with Men 
of ihe fame Stamp; and in thefe Circunillince*^, if an am* 
bitious, or a hot, paffionste Prince JhouM fucceed to the 
'J h rone, 1 mnft deft re Gentlemen to confider, whether our 
CcnJtitution and Liberties would not be in more Danger, 
than thty can ever be, as Jong aa our Army and Fleet are 
commanded by Officers, and at! other confiderabfc Portt 
under the Crown filled with Gentlemen, of fuch Fortune 
ftnd Intcreft in their refpcflive Countries, as to be able to 
get them felvcs chofen Meoibers of this Houfe, It has been 
generally admitted in this Bebare, that Gentlemen of no 
Fortunes wilt always be more ready to fecund (he ambitious 
Dcfigna of a Court, thin Genilemen who have good For- 
tnne&of their own. the Security of which murtdepeod upon 
the Pfclervatifto of our Conliitution i and fgr ihia very Rea- 

fon. 
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LnroijjGeo fon, zn ambitious or hea^ltLrong Prince can never haveuy 
II i75j^. great Affe^lion for Parliaments or Senates, cooftimted n 
ki/'^^^^i^ thofc in this Kingdom are« If the Prince could bring whom 
he pleaf&i, and as many as he picafcd into Parliament^ and 
e^pel or turn out whom he pleafed, as the Roman Emperora 
did with regard to their Senates, the moll ambiiious and arbi- 
trary Prince would have no great Occafion to grow weary 
of Parliaments j but as the King can brjng no Member ma 
this Houfe, nor e;£pel any one; as no Gentleman can come 
into this Houfe but by the hee Choice of hta Country^ it 
mull always confiA of Gentlemen of Char after and Fonunet 
and coniequent]y> will always he a Rellraint which aa 
ambitious Prince wiU be glad to get rid oiF; therefore, we 
have more Reafon to apprehend its being in the Power of 
a Prince to gQVCra without a Parliament, than its being in 
hh Power to govern or direct the Parliament; and, I am 
furej when our Armies and Fleets are commanded by OB* 
cer^, and all other Pofls filled with Gentlemen of no For« 
tunes^ it wiJI be more eafy for a Prince to govern without 
a Parliament, than it ever can be, as long as many of thab 
Officers and Gentlemen are Members of this Houfc. 

* Even the Gentlemen who have fpoke in favour of this 
Billi are fo fenfibleof the DiJHcuJty there will always be ift 
obtaining the Consent of Gentlemen of Cbara£ler and Fot^ 
tanCf to any thing that may look like an Encroachment upon 
our ConAiiutioni that they leem to think, we are in 
Danger from the Number of Placemen and OiEcers in ihit 
Houic, unlefs Gentlemen of no Charader or Fortune bfi 
brought here by the Intcrelt of the Government merely on 
j^tcount of their having Places or Offices under the Crown i 
and in order to magnify this Danger, we have been toldp 
that njoll of the little Boroughs upon the Coall, areemirelf 
under the Diiedion of the Government, with regard tp 
their Ele^flions, and that the little Infand Boroughs would 
have been in the iame Condition, if the late Excifc Scheme 
had p^^ed itjto a Law. Sir, I find Gentlemen will nor« J 
upon this Occafion, make that DHlin^ion, which, I thinkiU 
is a v^ty, obvious one» between ilit Circumilanccsof our 
Govtrnmeut, when none but Gentlemen of good Families 
and Fortunes are employed in iti Service, and the Circum^ 
ibuces it would be in, if few or no fuch Gentlemen would 
accept of bdng employed, which will always be the Cafe, 
when it is purluing Meafures that feem lo be of daogerous 
Consequence to the Conllitution^ or inconfiftent with the 
public Good. In the former Cafe, many of tbofe employed 
in the Government's Service will be returned for Inlaed 
as well as CoalVEoroughs, not becaufe they ;ir€ in the Go- 
vern mcnt'i 
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vrrnmenrs Service, but becaufe they have a great naiura! Anno r^^ Ceo. 
IntercU in their refpcdSve Countries, In the Jatccr Cafe, 11- ^719' 
as all thcfe Gentlemen that had any natural Interefl wotiM 
be againll the Governmenr, it would be impoflible for the 
Government lo get manj of its low Tools chofen^ either 
for our Boroughs upon the Conft, or for our Inland Boroughs. 
In this Ofe, ir the Exciie Scheme had pafled into a Law^ it 
would have made no DiiTerence; for, as long as our Elec- 
tions arc free J thole that have the beft lute re il will always 
be chofen ; and as the Governraent's Intereft mull always 
depend upon the Intereft of thofc that are employed in its 
Service, no Excifc Scheme, nor any fuch Scheme, can give 
an Intereft to a Government that has no Gentleman of In- 
tereft in its Service, Therefore, as long as our Eledtfons 
are free^ there Is not the leaft Danger, that any great Num* 
ber of Gentlemen of no Character or Fortune can ever be 
brooght into this Houfe^ and the Freedom of our Ele£lion3 
iS already as fully fecured as Laws can fecure it. 

' I hope. Sir, I have now fully {hewn, that our Confuta- 
tion and Liberties can be in no Danger from any Number 
of Placemen or Officers in this Houle, unlcfs we fappofe, 
that a great Number of Gentlemen of Family, Fortune^ 
Charafler^ and Intereft rn their Caiintry» would chufe to 
make a Sacrifice of themrelre^, their PoAerity^ and their 
Country, rather than rifk lofing the Place or Office they 
poflefs under the Crown. This is a Soppoiltion which, I 
ihink, there never can be any Ground for. If there were : 
If it were pollible to fuppofefuch a general and abandoned 
Venality among the better Sort of People of this Kingdom, 
the Bill would either have no Eife^, or a very bad one. 
Can we fuppofe that fuch venal and abandoned Men would 
ferve their Country in Parliament for nothing ? They would 
either fet up a Traffic with the Crown for private Penfions 
to themfelves, or Poftt and Prefermcnis to their Truftecs or 
Kclations, which no Laws nor Oaths could difcover or pre- 
vent; or otherwifc they would form them felves into a Party 
for overturning the Admin iftration; and thus one Admini- 
11 rat ion would be overturned after another, till at la ft the 
Country would become a Prey to fome foreign Power, or 
until fome one Adminiftration, more bold and artful than 
the former, ihould fall upon a Method to eftablifti them^ 
felves in arbitrary Power. There is, therefore, no Occafioa 
for this Bill ; or if there is, it would cither have no Effeilp 
or a very bad one i and this, I chink| is a fufficient Reafon 
fw my being againft bringing it in*' 

Sir 
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Sir WiUiam Wjndham, 

St K, 

■ The Honourable CendertiiiQ wKd fpokc hQ. Has tM ui, 
chat Quclllons in Politics admic of no DemDntlratioi]. In 
this I km entirely of hb Opinion, and, I chinkt this Opinion 
Wiis never more flrongly coniirmed, chan by the Debate of j 
this Day, There nevf r was a QueUion in this Houfe, chit J 
could be brpught nearer to a Demon llradon, than the Q\u 
tion now before u3i and yct^ I lind, it is not pofBble to Goa4 
vince thofe that may be aiTeded by its being agreed to* le] 
has hitherto been reckoned a Maxim in Law, \vhich I nevei 
before heard difpuced^ that Parties ought not to be Judgeijj 
but now I £nd this Maxim denied^ and, indeed^ ft Jnui\ \ 
foi by every Gentleman that fayi, our Cotil^ituiion can nevci^ 
fu^er by a Majority of Placemen in this Haofe; for th 
Placemen and OJficer^of all kinds mull be Parties concerne 
m m:^ny Cafes, which we, ai Members of this Houfe, muH 
judge of, is fo clear, that I Aiould have been aniained to have 
given you the Trouble of proving it, if I had not heard the 
Motion now before you fo warmly oppofcd. 

* Upon this Occafion , Sir, I mull obfervc, that all frc« 
Governments mufl conM of two dillind Powers, the legi- 
ilitive, and the executive, the hft of which is always fubor^l 
dinatc, and fubjcQ to the Review of the firJtp The verj^l 
ElTence of a free Government confills, among other Things^ 
in thi^, that all thofe who are entruHed with the executivi 
Fower, ihall be accountable for their Conduft to the legij 
tjvc Power, and may be puoiihed by the leg i flat ire PowerJ 
which always confiils in fome fort of an AiTembly of tbJj 
People, in cafe it be found that they have negkded or tranA^ 
grefled their Duty in the Execution of their Office 1 for 
what Benefit could the People reap from their having tht 
Power of making their own Laws, if ihofc who are en- 
trulied with the executive Power of the Society, might, 
without Fear or Controul, betray or negled the public Af 
iairsof the Society, or injure and opprefs Individuals, cither 
by negfeding to execute the Laws, or by executing them ia 

a different manner from what was intended, or by precendingfl 
to a£l according to Law, wiibouc having any Law for theirS 
Authority f 

* This, I fay. Sir, is efientral to every free Government, 
and, accordingly, we have this Regulation ellabliChed bjfl 
our Frame of Government in the moft perfed manner^i 
Thofe who are entiufted with the executive Power, arc aUi 
er moft of then>, named by the King; but then ever/ one 
wf ihcm, from the higheil to the JoweAj h accountable to, 
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and may be piinifhed by the two Houfes of Parliam*ni t and Aniiorj, C6o 
it ii particularly the Bufinefs of this Houfe, which is the ^^piji^ 
gfand Inquefl of the Nation^ to enquire- into their Condua, V^^ v^V^ 
and CO impeach tbofe we find guilty of any Negka or Miil 
demeaoor, in the Exercife of that Part of the executive 
Power which is entrufted to them by the Crown. There* 
fore, hi is our Duty to make frequent Enquiries into the 
Cotiduft of every MmifVer, Officer, and Placeman appointed 
by the Crown i and upon ail fuch Enquiries, we arc to 
examine ftri£tly into their Behaviour, and judge impartially 
of their Condud, From hence it appears, that in all fuch 
Enquiries, and in all Queftions relating to them, the Mem- 
bers of this Houfc, as fuch, are Judges of the Condud and 
Behaviour cf every Placeman, Officer, or Mioilter employed 
hy the Crown in the Executive Part of oar Government ; 
and confequehtfy, every Placeman, Officer, and Minitlcr, 
that has a Seat in this AiTembly, nauft be both Judge and 
Party in many Cafes that ought to be brought before us. 

' It fignifies nothing to fay. Sir, that no Officer can be 
a Party concerned in the Conduct of another Officer, and 
that an Officer who happens to be a Member of thii Houfc, 
jhuft retire, as foon as any Queftion arifes relating to hi^ 
own Condu£l ; for as there are many and great Connc£lion9 
between different Offices, and between Officers of different 
Offices, which may atfirft View appear entirely diftinft, it 
is impofljbie fo much as to guefs, when an Enquiry, or 
any leading Queilion to an Enquiry, into the Condud of 
one Office or Officer is moved for ; I fay it is impoflibic to 
guefs what other Officers may, upon the Event oi a ftri£t 
Enquiry, appear to have been Confederates with him la 
his Crimes. Nay, even thofe Officers that never had any 
l>ealings with him, cannot know but that a clofe Enquiry 
into one Office, may bring to Light, as it often does, fume 
Mal-pradiccs of other Offices, in which they thetnfelves 
have a Coocern : and therefore, every Officer in the Houfe 
will think himfelf a Party concerned in every Enquiry 
that can be kt on Foot, and will, conftquently, endeavour 
to prevent or def*;at every fuch Enquiry. To this 1 mull 
add, that, in all Degrees and Sutions in Life, Men of the 
fame Traje, Employment, or Profcffion, cfpccblly where 
their Buiineis does not interfere, conceive an AffeAion for 
one another, and are therefore apt to judge very partially 
in one another *s Favour; from whence it mull be con- 
cluded, ihat, in every fuch Enquiry » ai^d every Queftion that 
arifes relating to any fuch, all Minillers, Placemen, and 
Officer*, arc Parties conccrnedt not only in JnterefV, b«t 
Vol. \L U Affcaion i 
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Abhotj, Geo Affe^mni and confcquently, all thofe who have Scat! ia 
U.17^9* Ehis Houfe, muft, in all fuch Cares, be both fudges and 

y^^^^^y^'^^^ Parties, which b diredly contrary lotlie cftablidicd Maxim 
I have mentiDned. 

' Whether it be owing to the great Number of Placemen 
and Officers we have had for maiiy Years in this Houfc, or 
whether k be owing to the Integriiy of thofe who have of 
late Years beeti concerned in the executive Part of oar Go- 
vernnnent, I do not know; but I muft obferve, that par- 
liamentary Enquiries into the Management of Offices, and 
Conduft of Officers appointed by the Crowo^ have, of 
late Years^ been very rare ; and yet, in order to keep all 
fuch Officers to their good Behaviour, I mull be of Opt- 
uion, that fuch Enqjiries ought to be frequent fy fet on 
Foot, and flriflly carried on, tho* no dired Complaint has 
been made agninl^ any one parncnlar Officer ; for a public 
Kumour is a fufficient Grouad for a parliamentary Enquiry, 
and no Man can f^y^ that fuch Grounds have been wanting. 
But whatever may be the Caafe of our having lately had 
fo few pari iam^^ntary Enquiries, I will be hold 10 prophefy, 
that, if there JhouJd ever be a Majority of Placemen and 
Officers in this Houfe^ we fhali never af erwards have any 
more fuch Enquiries, unlefs they be fuch 95 are fet up at 
the Inltigation, and by the Contrivance of Minillers, m 
order to gain a little Popularity, by throwing a Scape- 
Goat among the People. And if this ftiould ever come 
10 be oiar Cafe, I am fure no Man could, with jufljce, fay 
that we lived under a free Government^ or that our Coa- 
ilicution remained entire^ 

* Thus, I think. Sir, the Queflion now before us is 
brought as near a DemonEration as any fuch QueUion can 
poffibly be. As Members of this Houfe, we are to enquire 
into and judge of the Condud ofMiniUers, Officers, and 
Placemen, entrufted by the Crown with the extcutive Power 
of our Government: A& Miniflers, Office r^^ and Placemen, 
named by the Crown, we are the Perfons whofe ConJud 
IS to be enquired into. Is it not evident then, chat thcie 
two Charaders are incompatible, unlefs we fay, that Par- 
ties may be Judges I Sir, ic is fo evident, thai I fhould be 
for excluding cvtry \'3jniller. Officer, and Placeman, from 
having a Seat in this Houfe, were it not for the NecefHty 
we are under of having fome of the chief amongil us, in 
order to give us proper Information with refpedl to the 
great Offices they are at the Head of? If this Quellion 
admits of a Variety of Opinions^ I am fure every QuclUoti 
in Politics mull, and therefore, great Care fhould be taken^ 
that thofe who are to judge of fuch QuciUonSj fhall not he 

undci 
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iift(3er the leaft BSafs ; for the Weight and Efficacy of the Anno 15, Gea; 
Biafa wilt always incrcafe, iti Proportion to the Doubtfulnefs 11* ^np- 
of Ehe Quell ion ; which is a new Argument againlt admic- ^^/'^V^K-/ 
ting Platemen and Officers into this Houfe. 

* We have been told. Sir, that it ia impoGible to fappiife4 
that Gentlemen of great Fortune and Jntcrell in the Country 
will facrifice the Liberties of their Country for the Sake of 
a Place they enjoy or estpefl. Sir, it h fo fir from being 
impoffiblc to fuppofe thi5, chat it is a common Cafe, It 
has always been the Cafe in every Country where 1 he Liber^ 
ties of the People have been lacrificed* The Liberties of 
no Country can be facrificcd, wichout the Concurrence of 
many Gentlemen of Family, Fortune and Jnterell, and a 
criminal Indolence or Paflivjty in the relK Some are led, 
contrary to the Light of their own Underllandings, by 
their Airaricej Vanity » Luxury, or Esttravagance ; others 
arc deceived by fpecious Pretences, and led into fuch Mea- 
furea, the certain, tbo' not the plain and direct Confc- 
quences of which, are Slavery and arbitrary Power, With 
the firfl Sore of Men, an honourable and profitable Place 
afi^^ords them an immediate Satisiadtion for their Avarice, 
or Vanity, or an immediate Supply for their Lujfury or 
Extravagance, which they prefer to aH other Confide- 
rations. With the fccond Sort of Men, an honourable and 
profitable Place gives them a Biafs to that Side of the 
Qucftion upon which their Place depend&j and prevent* 
their feefng through the fpecious Pretences that arc made 
ufe of for tupportmg that Side of the Queftion. And thus^ 
between rhcle two Sorts of Men, the Liberties of any 
Country may probablj' be given up, if they are committed 
10 the keeping of thofe that have honourable and profitabte 
Places, which depend upon their making the Surrender. 

• Let us confidcr. Sir, that even Liberty ufelf is but a 
Queilion in Politics. Whether a limited or an abfolute 
Monarchy be the bcft Sort of Government is but a Q^ieilioa 
in Politics ; and therefore, as the Hon. Gentleman has laid, 
can admit of no DemonftratioH. For this Reafon, even 
thofe that are Gentlemen of Fortune and Interelt in their 
Country, if they be in the leaft governed by Avarice, Va- 
nrty^ Lu)cury, or Extravagance, may, by an honourable 
and profitable Employment, he induced not only to lay and 
vote, but even to think, that an ablolute Monarchy is the 
belt Sort of Government^ and that they do a fign^il Service 
10 their Country* by facrificing its Liberties. N^iy^ this 
very Do6irine has of late been Supported in private Com- 
pany,and by Gentlemen of very grest Diftinflion. How na- 

itral then is it to iuppofe, that in poiiticil Quellions, 
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ArvTia MfG^o where our Liberttet are not direflly and immeduEely, \m 
ilA7^9' tndireflly a^nd confeqaeiiELal]/ concerned, a Geodeman 0I 

W^''Y%!-^ 'Diftin^ion inay be induced, by an honourable and profi- 
table Employment, to approve of^ or give his Affcm tf 
the wrong Side of the Queftion ? How natural is it to fup- 
po^i tbat the Members of this Houfe may, by fucb Mean&, 
ije induced to grant fueh Revenues, iuch a Number cf Troopi, 
and fuch Powers and Prerogatives to the Crowji, as may, for 
ever after, put it out of the Power of Parliament t<>controul 
any of the King's Meafures, or 10 punittiany of Kjs Officers, 
untefs they be fuch as he may be pleafed to throw out of 
his Prote^ion ; and in thi^Calep whatever Forms of Liberty 
we might have, I atn fure it would be ridiculous to iay we 
bad any of the Sublbnc£ remaining. 

* Thus, Sir» I think Jt is evident almofl toa'De^nonllra- 
tion, tbst our Conltitution and Liberties not only may^ hut 
joiuA be deilroyed, unlefs we ihut the Doors of thi& Houfe 
againil moll Placemen and OScers, as we have already 
done ^gainll all Penfioners; and as this h to evident, BO 
Obje£tion that can be invented , no Danger, bo Terror, we 
can be frightened with, fhall prevent me from exerting all 
the Power I have from its being done. Slavery to me h 
the high ell of ail Terrors, and therefore I fbal] be for 
guarding agiinll h at the Rifk of any other Terror that can 
be imagined. But I tnufl fay, that, in this long Deb;ite, 1 
have not he:ird one plaufible Obje£lion made agaii^ft thl& 
Excluliqn. 7'o tell m that a jdt and wife Adn^inUl ration 
can have no Friends of good Fortune and Interdl it) their 
fever^l Countries, but fuch as have Places or Qifices under 
the Crown, is fomething very furpriiing. If this were the 
Cafe, I am fure it mull be granted, that the Places and OM- 
ces under the Crown are now become infinitely too nume- 
rous. But this, Sir, is not, nor ever can be the Cafe. There 
are now in every County in England, one with another, two 
or 3C0 Gentlemen of Family, Fortune and fnterefl in their 
fcvcral Counties, who have no Places or Offices under tbe 
Crown, and who, under a jull and wife Adminiflratioo, 
would be firm Friends to it, and would be able to fupport iu 
in a legal way^ againft all the Jacobites, RepubKcaas, aod 
Difcontented, that could, in fuch a Cafe, be within theJ^ing- 
donjf and.amoTig fuch a Number, cou)d not the Ad mi nillra- 
tion find one or two to ftand as Candidates upon tbeir IntercA 
at every Efe^ion within the County ? Th^y certainly might, 
and their Candidates would have this Advantage, chat they 
would have the Votes and Intcrelt of all thok Gentlemen 
of Fortune within the County who had Places or OfficL-s 
under, the Crown, and could not therefore, thcinrelve^^ lUnd 
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^5 Candiditcei at any Elc£lion. Therefore, ihoaU this Bill Amio f ^»Gep- 
paf$ into a Law, no future Adminiilration would be uodcr H^ixiit^ 
the" NeceiCty of tmploymg any but Men of low or dcfpc* 
rate Fortunes in an)^ Place or Office under the Crown i and^ 
1 am fure, nojuft or wife Adminiltration will everchufc k, 

* It has been faid^ Sir^ that we ought not to make any 
Alteration in our Conftitution without an apparent Ncceffity ; 
and that the Alteration propofed b)r this Bill cannot appear 
neceflj^ry, unlefs we fuppde fuch a venal and abandoned 
Spirit 10 prevail in the Nation, that rooft Gentlemen of 
Family and Fortune amongll u% would be ready lo facrifice 
the Liberties of their Country, rather than rifle lofingagood 
Poll or Employment under the Crown, Sir, it is to pre- 
vent the Growth of fuch a venal and abandoned Spirit, thit 
this Bill is intended. When tbe Crown had but few lucra- 
tive Ports to bellow, rhe moH abandoned Adminiil ration 
coatd not contribute much to the Growth of thli Spirit; 
bat the Crown has now fuch a Number of Incrative Polls to 
bellow, that, if thefc Polls fhould be applied to the Purcbafc 
of a Gendeman's Vote in this Houie^ or his Intereft at 
Etc^ioos, fuch a Spirit would Toon prevail, and at hH be- 
come untverfal. It would begin in this Houfe : It would 
grow by Example : One Gen deman*s being corrupted would 
not only be an Example, but it would give Countenance ta 
a fccond ^ he to a third, and fo forth, till at lafl ft would 
fpread thro' the Majority of this Houfe. From this Houfe 
it would defccnd to Eledionsj for he that fells will purchafe, 
if be can other wife have nothing to fell. Begin, Sir, at the 
Fountain : CleJr that from Corruption, and the Stream will 
foon run clear ; for if Members cannot fell Votes in Parlia- 
meru, they will never, or very feldom, buy that Commodiry 
at Ekdions. Tbeir Vanity may fometimes prompt them 
to do fo^ but this can happen bot feldom, and can never 
have any great Effcd. 

* I fhall not fay. Sir, that Placemen have ever approved 
or oppofed Queflions in this Houfe, becaufe they were Place- 
menpand for no other Reafon ; but this I will fay> thai the 
Majority of the Nation think they have often done fo i 
and I mull obferve, that ever fince I fat in Parliament, our 
Placemen have generally been of the fame Side with our 
Minifters : If any of them dropt by Chance into the other 
Side of the QuelUon, they have of late Years foon ceafed to 
be Placemen, Nay, even in this Houfe, we h^ive heard it 
delivered ai a minil^erial Maximi that no Man ought to be 
allowed to keep his Ph^ce under the Crowuj if he followi 
the Directions of bin Confciencc, and votes againll any of 
ihf Mmjiier'i Meafurcs or Jobbs in Parliasieni. Thii makes 
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Anno 15, Geo me think the Btll the more neceflUry : The whole Nttlora 
thinks (oi and if this Qtiellion fhould pafs in the Negative, 
the whole Nation wlH think the BiH more nccefliiry th;iii 
they ever thought it before. They will think it abfoliiicly 
neccjBry to have fuch a Bill, but now not paiTible to ohmn 
it; which \vill of courfe raife fuch a Difcontent, or perhaps 
Difaffedion, in the Nation, ai may be of (iangerous Conle- 
quence to the prelent Eibblifhtnent, 

' It is really, Sir, moft aftonifhing to hear it faid, t'^lthe 
Admiriiflraiion*s Intercll in the feveral little Boroughs upon 
our Coall, depends upon the natural Intereft of thofe that 
have Places under the Crown. This, I fay, is moil aftonifh* 
ing, eonfiJering how Dotorioufly it is known to be other- 
wiie, I (hatl giant, that if the Intereil made in the Tiiik 
Boroughs by CiiflomhoQfe- Officers, Excifcmen, Officers of 
Dock-Yards, and fuch like Gentlemen, be a natural Intereft, 
a Clerk of the Treafury or Admirahy may be fa id to hive 
a great natural Inter^ft In his Borough ; but as Ms Intereft 
dcj:ends upon his Poft, and not upon his F'amily or Forttine, 
I cainotciill It a natural Intereil. Do not we know, Sif| 
that many of our little Boroughs are already become fo ve- 
nal, fo publickly venal, that their Brokers, or rather their 
Pimps, deal a5 openly for the S^tle of then;i, as Bawds do for 
the Sale of a Proftttute. This infamous Traffic I am foi^ 
putting an End loi and as the BiH now propofeti will be of 
great Service for this Purpofe, I Ihall be not only for briog- 
ing it in, but for having it pafled into a Law> 

^ After nine Hours Debate, the QuelUon was put, and 
pa fled in the Negacivct Ayes zo6 Noes 222/ 

The 3 1 ft, a Negative having been put December 1 8, on I 
Motion for a Call of the Houle, it gave Riie tbi» Day to, 
the following Debate. 

William Pulteney, Efqi 
Sir, 

* It is with Regret I obferve, that almoft every Sefljon 
introduces fomcthing new, in diminution of the Liberties, 
or derogatory to the Conftiturion of this Kingdom. la 
former time?, the Grant of a Supply often flood a long De- 
bite In this Houfe, and was fometlmes abfolutely refuledi 
now it is always granted, N'^^h^ cGntradianif. The Malt- 
Tax was never introduced till towards the latter End of 
King William's Reign, and was at firftmoft ftrenuoufiy op- 
pofed; Nay, even during the War in Queen Anne's Time^ 
k was often oppofed, and was looked on as a Tax: fo burderi- 
fome upon the poor Labourers and Manufiflurers of thi* 
iLingdom. that no Man imagined any Miaiftcr would have 
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the AiTurance to propofc renewing or continuing it, aft^r Anwo i^^Ce^^ 
the War was over; Even our Neighbours of Scotland H. 17^^' 
thought themfelves fo furc of this, thai, by the Artie! es of WOPS-^ 
Union* they lljpulatcd to be free from thia T^l^ except dar- 
g the War; but they, as well as we, have fince foiind 
,em(elvei miilaken: This grievous Tax has bcerj continued 
this Day, and is now, in tome meafure, become a Motion 
if courfe. The Mutiny Bill wa^ ai firit thotight to be a 
moR dangerous Innovation, and was therefore mull violently 
cppofed, efpeciaify in Time of Peace ; but Jt is now become 
"!> familiar to us, thatwc pafs it regularly every Year, with- 
lut the leait Oppofition, as if a Standing Army and a Mu- 
liny A£i were two Things abfolutely neceflTary for the Sub" 
BUfnce of our ConlUtution* Not many Years ago, the 
Members of this Houfe, when affcmbledr looked upoa 
j^emfelvesas the Grand Inquell of the Nation, and therefore 
thought themfelves in Duty bound to enquire into every 
fjricvance and Complaint, without any other Found^^tion 
than a public Rumour; but now every Motion, thc^t tends 
;o an Enquiry into any Complaint, is rejededj or if any 
iiicb Enquiry be ever fet on Foot, it h committed to thofe 
l^ho are themfelves fufpedcdof being the Qriginal and chief 
Caufe of the Complaint, 

Thus, Sir, we have, for feveral Years, gone on r,pproach- 
|ng, I am afraid, to the Confines of SiMvery ; and in this 
^e^on we have made a new and a very extraordinary Step* 
^Till thi$ Seifion it was always thought, that every Member 
jof this Houfe h;td a Kfght ro move for a Call of the Haub. 
'X^'c are Fellow- Labourers for the public Good ; We are all 
jaint' Guardians of the Liberties of our Country ; and every 
.Member has a Right to infill upon it, that his Companion 
?|hoiild attend and bear an equal Share of the Burd^fn, or at 
Jcall a Share proportionable to his Strength and Capacitjf. 
Jiutin this Seflion, Sir, we have ken a iVIou'on for a Cali 
rejcdcd, tho' that Motion was the iiril of the kind that had 
teen made, tho' it was fup ported by llrong Rtafona, and 
*tho* it was deli red by near one half of thole tint were then 
prefenc. This I mull look on a& a moll datigerous Innova- 
tion ; (01: when we begin to encroach upon or derogate from 
our own R'ghts, no Aian can tell how fjr it may go ; 1 do 
tvot know, but I may live to fee the Quedion put upon a 
Gentleman's rifing up tofpeak, whe:her he (hall have leave 
to fpcak ? And if ever fuch a Qucilion fhould be putj 1 fhall 
^not in the leall doubt of its being carried in the Negative, in 
cafe there fhould be a Sufpicion of the Gentleman's intend- 
^ ing to utter Things difigreeable to thofe thatm^y then have 
i the Difc^ion cf the M:'JQrity of this Houfe, 
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IflHo 15, Geo * For ibis Reafon;, Sir^ I was extrcmefy (otry when F law 
if. 17JSJ- the Queftion put upon fach a Motion » and Hill more forfy 

^^'Y^^ when £ faw that Quellion carried in the Negative i and If 1 
wetc not fuUy convmccd, that there were then feveial Objec- 
tions to the Mod on, which do not now ftibfill, I fliotild tabt 
Care not to Uy a Foandation for another Pre<ic<itnt of ibft 
(amc Nature. But as the moft material Objeftions are now 
removed, I believe, I may venture to move again for a Call 
of the Honfc; and, as I am tinder great Concern for tU 
Succefs of my Motion, I fh^H beg leave to a%pUm Ibmc of 
thofe Objeflions which do not now fubM. 

■ For this Furpofe, Sir, I mutt take Notice, that if the 
laft Motion for a Call had been complied <if it b, the Country* 
Gentlemen who have no Place or Office under the Crowiii 
tnd are therefore under no Obligation, but that of Confcicace, 
to attend the Service of this Houfe, unlefs we force them 
to it by a Call; would have found themfelves under a Ne* 
cefllty of keeping their Chrilhnns in Town, inftead of 
keeping it in the Country ; and I muft farther take NotioCi 
that, according to my Obfervaiion, every Gentleman id 
this Houfe that has, or is fufpcOcd of having a Port, Office, 
or Pcnfion from the Crown, gave his Negative to ^hat 
Motion. Novv, I hope, they wilt give me Leave to fup- 
pofep which very few others will do, that thetr giving this 
Negative proceeded from the great Regard they have fof 
the poor People in the Country. By the Nature of thcip 
^Itce or Office, they are obliged to attend pundually the 
Eulinefs of this Houfe, and torefide, for the greateft Part 
of the Year, perhaps the grcateft Part of the fcven ycari» 
in this great City. By this Means the Poor in the Country 
are deprived of that Hofpitality, which they fo gencroufly^ 
and fo charitably keep, when an Election, or fome fuch 
Occafion, calls upon them to vifit their Ct*n It i tue n ts ; and 
in order to atone, as far as they could, for the Lofs the 
Poor luffer by their Abfcnce, they wtre unwilling to drawf 
away from thcCountry any of thofe Gentlemen who naighf, 
and were inclined to keep their Chriftmas there. But a: 
Chriilmas b now over, this Reafon no longer fubfill?; 
therefore I now hope to have the Concurrence of many 
thofe Gentlemen who voted again ft the laft Mouon hf m. 
CalJ ; and I wift for k fhe more ardently, beeaufe, I 
expcd no Succefs unlefs 1 have the Concurrence, or ai 
Jcalt the Connivance of fome of them* 

* Another Objeftion, Sir, that does not bow fublil!, ii 
that which was removed the very lail Day of otir meeting 
together In this Houfe ; I nieiin the Motion for Leave m 
bring in a Bill, for the better fecuring the Preetiom c 
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Srfiamcnts, hf limiting the Number of Officers to ilt io Annorj» Goo 

the Houfe of Commons. This BU/, if it fhould pafs into "^ 173P- 

a Law, would certainly exclude many Gentlemen who bavc V-/t"^^ 

now the Honour of having Scats in this Houie : At leaft it 

would render them Incapable of being chofen Members of a 

new Psriiamcntj unlefs chey ibonid rcfign the Officci they 

now enjoy. I have fo good an Opinion of the OfBcer^ and 

other Placemen, who are now in this Houfe, that every 

one of them would, 1 believe, give it his Concurrence^ 

notwithilanding the private Difadvantage it would be to 

him, if he thought tiie paffing of fuch a BiU abfolutely 

neceCary for the Prefervation of our Conflitution i but, I 

hope, they will pardon me if I think, that their private 

Intereft prevents their feeing the public Neccffity 1 for, in 

tbist my Opinion isconiirmed, by their unanimoufly joining 

to put a Negative upon the vtry Motion for Leave to bring 

in iiicha HiU, Now, when the lall Motion for a Call was 

made, it was ftrongly fufpeded, nay it was, I dare fay, by 

moil of them firmly believed, that there would be fome 

fuch Motion foon after the Chriftmas Holy-days ; and as 

moit of the Country^ Gentlemen that were then abfent, have, 

upon former Occafjona, appeared to be Friends to every 

fuch Propofuion, it was the Bufinefs of thofe that were 

agaififi it, to prevent their being brought up to Town^ till 

after ihac Motion was over, in order that the Motion might 

appear to have as few Friends in this Houfe as poffible, 

cfpccially con fide ring the vaft Majority of Friends the BiU 

appears to have in every other Part of the Kingdom. 

* This, Sir, was, I belfeve, the moft material Obje£tjoii 
againfi a Call when the Motion was Ui\ made, which I am 
ihc rather iDduccd to believe, becaafe I obferved that molU 
if not every one of thofe that appeared agamii the Call, 
appeared Ukewife againJl the Motion for this Bill ; and in 
this I mufl allow they a£led Uke good Gencrais ; for when 
a General expeds to be attacked, u is certainly his Bufinefs, 
if poUlble, to prevent the Enemy^i being able to anfemble all 
their Forces together* efpccially when be can do it without 
difperCng or lofmg the AfiilUnce of any of his own Troops, 
But as this Attack is now over ; As they can be jfrald of no 
future Attack in this Seffion of Parliament, I hope, they will 
allow us to have the Authority of this Houfe, fox compeHing 
the Attendance of rhoie Membvrs, who can bv no other 
Mean> be compelled to attend their Duty in the E^tecutionof 
ihat Trufl which they have accepted of from their Country. 
Therefore I cannot think, that even tht • Hon. Gentleman 
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Anno I ^^ Geo near mf^ wHt now be agatnft a Cat!, unlefs he be, on his Pari, 
11. rrjp. meditating foRie new Attack, To hare the Hoafe called 

K^y^T'^'KJ over once at leail in a. Stlfion, is in itfclf io reafonablc^ and 
hasbetn fb conllatitlj praftjfed, rha! I (hall exf>ti\ even his 
Concurrence, unhefs he has fomething in petto, which he 
thinks wifl ink bell with a chh Affembfy 4 and if, by 
giving his Negative to this Qpeitjon, he declares he has, I 
hope it will have the iaime E^tft with a Call : I hope ft 
wil! bring every abfent Member to Town, that has the 
Icall Regard for the Liberties of his Countrj', 

• Afti^r having thus (hewn, Sir, that thofe Reafony, which 
induced osany Gentlemen to be againil the lart Morion for 
a Call, do not now fobfill ; rf I knew any Reafon itiM fub- 
ilfUng again It it, I woiild endeavour to tlatc and anfwerit* 
but I cannot really rt>g»elt to myielf the leait Shridow of ^ 
Reafoa now fubfetrng 'dgainlt it, except that which I have 
mentioned, and which, in the Opinion of moli Gentletnen 
prtfent, will, I ht*pe, be a prevailing Argumenc in its 
Favour I fiy. Sir, I cannot (uggcft to myfelf the Ica/t: 
Shadow of a Keaioa againli what f am to propofe; foii 
fureiy Gentlemen are not in earncll when they fdy„ thaif 
becaufe m.ihy Genilemen abfcnted themfelves from ihe 
Houfe fatt Strflioiv after being convinced th^t their Prefence 
coald be of no Service to their Country, therefore no Ger* 
tlernan owght to be compelled, during thia SeflioHj to g«ve 
his Attendance. This may be a Foundation for fome Gen 
tiemens fhewing us how great Mailers they are of Wie and 
Humour fas tbty did upon the hi\ Motion for a Call} bu(; 
it can never be a Foundation hr a ferioas Argument. Am" 
J aiull obierve, that however wiLCy theft? Gentlemen may 
be upon the Seceilion, ai they are plealed to call if, it haid 
a vtry good t'tfed. I am convinced, the Gentlemen thir 
reiired Irom the Houfe^ did more Service to their Country 
by rt tinrg, than they could have done by continuing m 
their Seati^. They Uw they could not by their Prelence 
prevent or alter the dellrudive, paciiic Humour forae Gentle- 
men were theti In; and therefore they retolved to try whit ■ 
they cou d do by their Ablence. Accordingly it had theB 
delired Effect ; h made us refolve to vindicate our HonourB 
and our Rijihts by Arms, dnce we faw we coukl not do it ' 
by £iir Means j and if the War be but toleiably conduced, 
it will, with the AfiilUnce of Providence, contribuxe at 
much to the Glory and Ad van Cage of this Nation, as anf, 
War we were ever engaged in, 

' As this Change of Meafures removed ihc Caofe whkk 
Gentlemen had to abfent them fe Ives from ihe Houfe, mol 
of chem huve now rett^rncd^ becaufe^ if wc are reallf 
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refolve to profecyte the War with Vigour, theh Attendance Anno i^, Geo- 
here m\y be of fotne Service to ihcir Counrry. Thofe who I'- 1 7 IP- 
Are now abTtnt have no Reafoo of a pjhlic Nature far their 
Abrcncej and I am for having the Houfe called over, in 
ordtr to ftfj wheihcr any^ ^nd which of them, may have 
a good Reafon c£ a private Nature i Tor furcly they ought 
ro he here, jf ihey have no good Rrafon of any kind toe 
being ablent. Not only the conftaot Cuflum of Parljameni^ 
buE m^ny cogent Reifooa of a parclcular N>itiire at this 
Time plead in Favour of what I propoie, and there 15 not 
the leall Shadow of Reafan a gain ft it ; cveji thoie who have 
been for m:iiay Years the conflant and onvJirrabk Fricods 
of the Adpiiniilrationp can now hiive no Objeflion to it; 
and, if a Negative be pumpon it, merely out of Wanton- 
mefi of Po^ver, it may agiin affjrd a good Reafon of a poblic 
Nature, not only for ihofe that are abfent to continue fo, 
but fjr many of ihofc that are prefenl, to rciire a fecond 
Time 9 f'JN when Thing? are carried in this Ilo^ife without 
any Reafon, by what I mufl, in fych a Cafe, call an un- 
reaionable Mi'prlty^ thofe who are govei^ned by their Reafon 
have no Bufiueh: here, becaofe thew Attendance can be of 
no Service to their Country, and may throw a BlemJlh upon 
their Chiraflers : As the CuHom of this Houfe does not 
ai!ow of PfOieftIng, or entering our DiiTcnt upon the 
Journals, when ddtru^ive Mertfurcs are purfoed, and au* 
ihortx:d or approved by this Hoole, neither the prefent 
Generation nor Poilerity can diJlinguini who were for or 
again tl that Authority or Approbation i and therefore, the 
only Method Gentlemen have for vindicaung their Cha- 
la^en, ij to retire fron an AfTL^mbly where their Prefence 
m^iy give Countenance to Refolurions whrch their Negatirc 
caoiiot prevent, nor their Confciencc approve, 

' This fijrt of Ablcnce^ Sir, is wTxat even an Adminiftration 
ought to prevent, or put an End to as foon as pofFibfe^ be* 
caute it can never happen but when *uch QnefJmns ar€C4r' 
ficd, as are conJemned by a greac Majoriry of the Nation^ 
The pre(ent Adminiftntion have wifely taken care to remove 
the Caufe of msiny Gentlemen's absenting fhemftlves from 
the Houfe (;dl Sjfllon, by giving tbcm, as well a« rhe Nation, 
the Satisfadlion they deiifed i and the bell Method they 
can take for preventing the like in Time to come, h to put 
alwiiys a greater ConHdence in their Arguments than in their 
Numbers, 1 hope they will do fo upon the prefeni Occafion, 
and therefore 1 (hall beg leave to Itflte fomc of thofe Argu- 
□jenti in favour of my Motion, wliich proceed from the 
crittcil Situition our Affdinarc in at prefent. Let us confi- 
dcfi Sir, we are now engaged in a War, which is alrc^idy 
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Anno T^, Geo expeniive, md may become dangerous » We hare it from 

llj W a great Authority, That in a Multitude of Counfellors there 
K^Tr^\J is Safety j and a j we, in this Hoixfct may afliit hb Ms jelly 
not only with oor Paries, but a) fo with our Advice, therefott! 
the more numerous and fuH our Aflembly h, the better Ad* 
vice we may gtve, the more Weight, t am fure, it will have, 
both Abroad and at Home, The Refofutions of a full Houfe 
will add great Weight to all his Majeily'a Negotiations A- 
broad, and encourage foreign Powers co enter into Alliances 
with U5^ But a little while ago we were told by an * Hon^ 
Gentleman, whofe Veracity cannot be ^ueftioncd, and whofe 
knowledge may be depended on, that we had not one Ally 
in the Univerfe* In the prefent War we have, as yet, no 
OccaJion for an Ally; we can have no Occafion for an Ally, 
unlefs otir Enemies Jhould gee fome very powerful Allies to 
aJliA them* The Refotutions of a full Houfe of Commons 
ivill Ihew the Spirit of the Nation, and may thereby very 
probably prevent our Enemies getting any fuch Aflillancc; 
or if they fhould, thofe Refolutions may enable his Mijefiy 
to form a Confederacy upon the Continent of Europe, which 
may give our prefent Encmte^ and their future Allies fo 
much to dp at Land, asmaydlfable them from giving osany 
Oppofition at Sea, or in any Part of the Weft^lndies : 
Whereas, if it be obrerved by foreign Powers, as it cer- 
tainly willj that therein bat afmall Number of Membet^ in 
this Houfe, and that the Friends of the Adminittration 
have, by a moil extraordinary and unprecedented Negative, 
prevented an Incfeafc of that Number, they will either 
conclude, that the prefent War ia not a Nationa!i bat a M^ 
niilerial War, which, lam fure, is far from being the Cafe ; 
or they will conclude, that our Mini Iters have entered Into 
the War, only to amufeihe People, and that they have not 
a mind to profecute it in fuch a manner as to gi%'e Satisfac- 
tion to the Natron ; either of which Conclufions wijl not 
only difcourage thofe that incline to give us AiEllancc, but 
encourage thofe that incline to give AMance to our Ene* 
mies. 

' Thus it appear?* Sir, that, with regard to our AfTain 
Abroad, it is abfglucciy necefl'ary to have a full Houfe; 
and with regard to our Affairs at Home, it is Ail! more ne* 
ceffary- Let us confider, Sir, that in this War, and, in- 
deed, in every Wsit we can be engaged in^ we ought to tike 
all the Methods we can think of, for giving Sansfataion to 
ihofe that contribute towards the Ex pence of the War, and 
Spirit to thofe that carry it on* The People wiH pay their 
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Taxes witK Pleafare, when they find they are gnmed hy a ABne>n,Geo^ 

fall Houfe; becaufe they will fuppofe that no larger Sums I^17JP* 

are granted, than arc neceflary ; and that every Shilling 

tbcy pay, will be applied, with the gfeaieA OEconomy, to 

the public Service- Then, with regard tothofc that are^ or 

may be employed in any of our warlike Operations, there 

h nothing gives greater Spirit and Confidence to thofe that 

fight either by Sea or Land, than their being convinced, that 

they are dire^ed fn every thing they undertake by wife 

Councils, and commanded by brave and experienced Officers* 

This both oQr Soldiers and Sailors will believe, when rhey 

find that all our Meafures areadvifed and comptrouled by a 

fall Houfe of Comraona: They will fuppofe thofe MinJ* 

fters to be wife, vigilant^and careful, that arc wUling, upon 

all Occafions, and in every Step, to fubmit their Conduit to 

the Review of a full and free HotiTe of Parliament ; Thit 

will infpi re every Soldier with a Confidence of Succefs, and 

thrs Confidence will always bealmoil an infiltjble means to 

tfccure k, 
* On the other hand^ Sir, if this Houfe be not near fulT» 
efpecially if its being fo be prevented by thofe that arc the 
known Friends of the Adminiil ration, what roull the Con- 
fequence be ? Does not every one kr^ow, that thofe who are 
tn any Poll or Employment under the Crown, mull attend 
upon the private Call of the Minilier j but that thofe who 
arc yndcr no filch Inilucnce, ticpend only upon the public 
Ca(l of the Houie > Dvc? not everyone know, that the for* 
mcr will be made ufe of whenever the Mfnifter chinks he 
has Occufionfor it; and will not every one fuppofe, ihat he 
prevents rhe latter, becaufe he is afraid of having his Con* 
ddd enquired into or diredled, by a full and frtje Reprefcn- 
cadve of the Nadon? Frotn hence tvcry Man mull natu* 
Hilly conclude, that his Condudl is either weak or wicked^ 
or perhaps both ; and this will of courle r»iican unjverfal 
Diflaii faftion among the People, and a general Diffidence 
among our Soldiers and Siibrs, This DifTatijfjdlion may 
expofe us to a real Danger of being invaded, and this Diffi- 
dence ni3y render it impofiible for us to preveni or oppofe 
[hat lovafion. 

« The prefcnt Si:uatjoo of our Affairs, therefore, both n 
Home and A road, particularly require a full lioufc ; and be- 
fides ibis. Sir, we have now under onr Confideration fome 
Afiairs of theutmoft Itnportance to this Nation. We have 
Already ordered a Bill to be brought in for regiflering Sea- 
men : What fort of one it may be^ I do not as yet know f 
but it is an Affiir in which the Liberties and Welf-being of 
&m of the moil numerous and ufeiul Bodies of Men in the 
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highly defervet to be confidered in a full Houfe* Ith really^ 
in my Opinion, an AfFiirof fuch Confeqgence, that I Ihould 
think the very Riitnourof our being Co have fuch an AfEitr 
foon before us^ would render a Call unncceflary. It cer- 
tainly would do fo, if Gentlemen were properly toached 
with wh^C may to Cenfibly affe6: the Happinefs and Fro(pciky 
af their Country i but the Queflion thac was before m the 
very laft Day we met here^ convinces me, that nothing but 
a Call can force fome Gendemen to auen<i the Service ai 
their Country in this AiTembly. Jn that Quellion the Pre- 
fer vation, the very Being of oar Conilitution was concerned, 
and yet there were nut much above two 7'hirds of our Num* 
ber prefcnt, which was^ perhaps, the Occafion of a Ncga- 
ti»re*s being put upon the Que fl ion; for I malt obferve, that, 
of thofe who were for that Negative, there were, at lei A, 
two Thirds that pofTeffed Places or Offices under the Crown^ 
and were confequcntly, from their private IniercffI, engaged 
to have a Negative put upon that Queflion. 1 am fir from 
f&ying, that any of them was governed by fuch a Motive^ 
becaufe m all AHairs of a public Nature. 1 believe, they 
never have the leafi Regard to their piivare Jntenll ; but^ 
if it could b^fuppofedt that any Member of thisHoufe were 
governed by his private Interefl, it muft be allowed^ that 
Juch a Member would never vote for excJudmg himfelf 
from having a Seat or Voice in this AflembSy, till after he 
had refigned the lucrative PoU or Ofhce he enjoyed under 
the Crown. 

' This late Experience, Sir, has convinced roe, that no- 
thing but a Call can bring up the Members that are now 
abfenti and, as it has been the conliant CuUom to call over 
the Houfe^ at leall once in a S^^on, as there are many 
flrong Reafons of a particular Nature now for it, as there 
is not the kail Shadow of a Reafon againli it, I hope h 
will be complied with ; therefore, I ^all conclude with 
rnoving, that thb Houfe be called over upon this D^y ihitc 
Weeks, being the 2 ill of February next/ 

Robert Tracy, Efq; 

S IK, 

■ I fhall agree with the Honourtble Gentleman wJio 
made you thi5 Motton^ that the SecejTjon which happened 
lalt Seflion of Parliament, was the Caule of our changiag 
our Meafures ; But 1 differ widely from him as to the man- 
ner in which that Caufe produced iti Eff^rfl, He feetn^ to 
think, it had an EWc&. upon the Court of Great Britain, 
zai WAS the inunediate C\\xk vf our giving over to nego- 
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tlite» and beginning co fight with Spain j whereas, Ithmlff Annot;, Ceo 
It had Titit the leall EfFcd upon our Court, but had an imme- ^1' ^7^9 
diat« Eflfefl upon the Court of Spain, and was ihe only ^^^Y'Km/ 
Cciufe af th:it Cout(*s refusing to comply with any one thing 
that was ttipukted by the Convention. I ^m perfuaded, 
tJie Spanifti Minilicr here thought the SrcclTion of fo extra- 
ordinary and dangerous a Nature, that our iVltnilters would 
fubmit to any Uiage from Spiin^ rather than declare War 
whiiJt the Nation was in a Condition To diltrafled and for* 
lorn: Nay, I do not know but that he was con^rmed in 
this Opinion, by fome amorglt our£elves without Doors t 
and an Account of this Seceliion, with his Opinioi upon 
k, being tranfmitted by him to the Court of Spain, they 
gave entire Credit to his Accounts, and placed an implicit 
Faith in his Opinion, which w&5 the Cau(e of their ObJli- 
nacy, and their OblUnacy was the Caufe^ and a mofl juil ^ 
Caulc too, for our Court's altering its Meafures. Thus the 
SeceiHan was the Caufe, but not the immediate Caufe of 
our beginning HolUlities agaifift Spam, When that memo- 
rable Event happened, we were in a Courfeof Negotiation : 
Even SpRin itfeEf Teemed inclined to do us Jullice j but that 
Ev^nt put an End to their peaceable Inclinations, and this of 
courte put an End to ours. 

* From hence, I think, Sir, it is at leaft highly proba- 
ble, that the War we are now engaged in, was chifft/ 
owing to the Seceflion ; and when Gentlemen confider this, 
however confident they may at any time think themfelves 
of being in the right, notwithftanding the ^,tajority*s being 
of a different Opinion,. I hope they will be cautious of ever 
leaving the Houfe in a Body, as mnny of them did at that 
Time , becauie it can never b€ of any Service, and may be 
of great Prejudice to their Country. The only Precedent I 
can think of for fuch a Method of Proceeding, is that which 
happened in the long Parliament in Kitig Charles 111*3 
Reign ; and the Confequence that cnfued at that Time, can- 
j-.ot, I am fure, give Encouragement to any Man to follow 
the Example* The Misfortunes and the melancholy Cata* 
ftropheof that Reign, and the Tyranny that was afterwards 
fct up^ ought to be a Warning to Gentlemen, not to dcfert 
the Service of their Country in this Houfe, even tho' many 
Things be agreed to by the Majority, which they thinkln- 
confiUent with the Jntertil of their Couutry, At lea J!, 
they ought not to leave the Houfe, unlefs their Attendance 
here be abfoluteiy inconfillent with the Safety of their Livcf, 
which was the Cafe of many Members at that Time. 

* But, Sir, when Gentlemen retire voluntarily, and 3» 
it were m a P«» they can expe€V no Excufe iiom their 
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Anno T), GeoCourttrjr, anil, I am fare, they defcrre no Favour from 
IL i7^f' Ibofe chac continue m ehdr Duty. Suppofe fome ofthelb 
i^y^'YN^ pmifh Scceders ffiould, in a lutlc Time, reafoti themfchet 
oat of tlieir Per, and jhould reiurn to their Duty in thii 
Hotife, could they, with any Countenance defi re, that tlui 
Ho life fliould do ihcm the Favour to compel the Attendance 
of their Compunton^ I [fthey didf ought it not to be fap* 
pofed, chat they did it for no other Keafon, but thit tKeir 
Ketum might be as confpicuous a$ their SecelEon? Thii, 
Sir, I take to be the very Cafe at prefent : A Number of 
Gentlemen retired lall ieflion from the Service of their 
Country in this Hoafe^ I mull fuppole in a Pet» bectufe I 
can affign no other Rea/on : Many of them have chis Seiion 
returned, but fonie have not i and now thofe that have 
returned, defire the Favour of us, to cafL the Houfe over, 
jn order to force the rell to return to their Dtity. I fay» 
Sir, they defire the* Favour ; for a Call is a Favour granted 
by the Houfe to thofe that defire it. It i* not a Right that 
ci-ery Member may infifi on. Every Member has a Right 
to move for it i but a Quellion U always to be put upon that 
Motion, and itis never complied wiih unlefa agreed to by 
the Majority. A Call 15 therefore vtry different from the 
Right every Member has to be heard i for when a Member 
ri^ea up to jpeak, t believe it was never yet put to QueiUoni 
whether or no he ftiouJd hrve leave to fpeak. 

* The Motion now before us is therefore a Favour, 
which theHon.Geniteman, that made it, defiresof us, and 
every Gentleman has a Right to confider whether it ought 
10 be grantec^j and to refule it, if he thinks it unreafonable, 
I am one of thofe that think it unreafoaablc, and (hall 
therefore be agaioll granting it. We gave thofe that are 
returned Leifure to cool of the pettifti Humour they had 
feUen into laft Seflion : I think it was right to do fo» and 
with regard to molt of them, it has had a proper Effe£l : 
If there are any of them that are not as yet grown coof, and 
therefore continue In the Country, t am for leaving them ftiU 
there* The Country, we know, is a proper Place for Re* 
flexion and Confideration ; and no Cure is fo good for a pet- 
ti (h Humour, as cool Reafoning and mature Deliberation, 
If we ihoM force them out of their Country Retirement, 
they will, probably, oppolc every thing we do; and it is 
notfo much the Numbers, as the Unaoiroity of thofe that 
arc here, that gives Credit to tlie Nation, or Weight to his 
Majefty'a Negtjn^tions at foreign Courts. Even at Home. 
the Divi lions among the People without Doors, arc gene- 
rally owing to the Divifions among thofe within ; aofi when 
the iJivifions among thofe within appear to be near equal, 
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the/ ofceti occnfion what approaches very near to Bcdidon, Anno jj, Geo. 

among tbofe thac are without. We feem naw to be j^netty ^^: ^71P^ 

anaaimousj at leaflM/ith regard to our foreign Affiiirs. Even 

thofe who have this Sellion returned to their Seats in this 

Hotife, feem willing to agree to ever/ Thing chat m^y con* 

tribute to a vigorous Pr^sfecutioii cf the War; and no 

Wonder they fhoulJ be fo ; for they cannot well ref jfe to 

contrrbute all in their Power to the vigorous Profecuiort of 

that War, which they themselves were, as I h^ive lliewn^ 

the remote Authors of. Thi^ UnanimTty will fhew our 

EneitiJCs what they are to expert j an^^ by deitroying their 

Hopes of being able 10 hurt us, or defend t.iemlclvts, wiU 

of coarfe render them inc'inable to agree to r^diin^bfc 

Terms, which muil neceffirily bring the War to a ^»appy 

and rpeedy IfTue; therefore, we ougritto do no:htng mat 

may, in the let ft, interrupt that Unanimity which now fo 

happily prevails among ft us. 

* Bffide , Sir* the Hon. Gentleman who made you this 
Motion^ has himfelf, I think, given you a very good Rea on 
ftir not agreeing to it. In giving a Keafan for the Secef^ 
lion laftVear, he cold us, that Gentlemen may Jometimej^ 
for the Sake of Confcicnce^ and for prefcrving their Cha- 
fa£lerst be obliged to leave the Houfe : He even feemed 
to inumate, that this was the Caufe of Gentlemens Icavmg 
the Houfe fall Sefijon : Now^ if fomcofthofe Gcnttemea 
have got over this Scruple of Confcfence, how do they 
know chat all the reft have ? We mufi naturally* or at ^e^iit 
charitibly I ihink, fuppofe, that thofe who have not re- 
curned, have not as yet got over thisSc:ruple of Confcience i 
acd as f (hall always be againlt putting any Sort of Force 
upon a fcrupulous and tender Confcience, 1 muft be againft 
compelling the Attendance of iuch Gentlemen in thi^ Houfe, 
I am fir from finding fault with any of thofe Gentleman 
that have returned : I think they have done their Duty m 
doing fo; but I cannot help comparing them to the prefent 
King of Spain. He, fome Years ago, refigned his Crown, 
out of a Pet. and, I think, it was a religious or confcicntioiia 
Pcttoo* I wifh they had held him at his Word and never 
allowed him to refume, as they might att6 ought to have 
done ; for his feco!id Son, now Prince of Aftarias, was the 
natural SucceiFor to his eldeft, who died Kmg of Spain. 
But they allowed him to refame his Crown ; and we know 
what Dillurbances hf has fince bred in Europe. If the 
Genilemeji who left their Seats laft SelBon. had been taken 
U their Word; If we lud ordered their Seats to be fi.Icd up 
by new Eledions, they couid have complained of no In- 
jullice. But we have this Scfiion allowed fuch of them as 
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Annof^.G^a . Tisve rtmrne<!, torefanfie their Scats. In thfi we have ffiewn 
IL tj^pf ourfclves to be as indulgent a* the Subjeds of the King of 
k^/'^VS^ Spain; and, I hope, they wifl take Care not to make fuch 
an Ufe of ihe Indulgence they have met with, as hb Ci* 
tholic Majelly has done. They have hitherto fhewn, ihat 
ihcy do FOt incline to do To ; but, if we fhould call In thofc 
eb^t, for ought we know^ arc Bill m a bad Humoufp I do not 
know what might happen. Evil Company, ihey fay, cor< 
ropts good Manners. ' Vh a dangerous Experiment to ming'e 
the Infc^led with thofe that arc bk)t juil recovered* For 
this Rcafoni I was ag?*inft the CilU when it was 3a ft pro- 
pofed; and as this Reafon fiill fubfiit?, t am Hill againftit, 
' There was no true Reafon, Sir» for being agaiall the 
Call, when it was laft propofed, but what ftili i'ubfiils in its 
full Force. Every one muft be fenfible, that the Hon. 
Gentleman was not ferious in the Reafona he aligned, acd 
which, be fiid, are not now fubfifting. However merry 
he may make himfelf upon this Occasion, and we are feii- 
fible of his fuperior Talent in that Way, I (halj always, 
think, that Gentlemen are more ufefully employed m en- 
tertaining their Neighbours in the Country, than in op- 
pofing every necefiary Mealure of Government in tbii 
Houfe ; and therefore, I fhalt alway» be againll compelling 
any Man to come here, whOj by his former Conduct, has^ 
given me Reafon to fufped, that, when he is here^ he wilT 
certainly do fo again. x4s for the Queflion that was before ui 
the laft Time of our meeting here, which was but the Day he* 
fore Yefterday, I Ihall never be afraid of its being confidered 
in a Hoofe fall ofMembers, that are free from the Prejudket 
of Paflionand Interci}. The Reafons sgainft the Qtieflion 
are fo many and fo po^verful, and the Reafons for it fo few' 
and fo weak, that, in fuch a Houfe, I do not in the leall 
doubt of its meeting always with the fame Fate, and thai 
the more full the Houfe is, the greater ihe Majority will be^ 
that appears againtl it. 

* This therefore could be no Reafon^Sirp for any Gentle- 
man's being againli a Call^ the Uti Time it was moved, 
With me, I am fare, it would rather have been a Reafon 
for my being for a Call ; becaufe, tho' fome of thofc that 
are abfent would perhaps have voted in favour ti that 
Queftioo, I am convinced iriany more of them would have 
voted againft it. My chief Reafon for being then againft a 
Call was, as I havefaid, becaule J was again 11 our doing 
any thing that might interrupt or Icflca that Uaanim icy m 
thisHoule, whichj with Pleafure, I obferve, in every rhing 
that rel ite5 to a vigorous Frofecution of the War ; and U 
this Reafon agaiult a Call is now as Hrong as it was at th at 

Time^ 



*rrme, T muft tKenfore be a gain It agreeing to the Hon. 
Gentfemin*fi Motion. 

George Lyttlecon E%i 
S I It, 

* The SeceffioHt as it is called, whicli happened upon a 
very remarkable Occaiioti hi\ S^^'iTion, is a Point I hat cannot 
be rcafoned upon here; and therefore^ I fhall m^ke no 
Application of what I am going to fay, I have heard, Sir, 
of Phyficians taking their Leave of a fick Houfe, whea 
they thoQghc they could do no Good there, and were not 
over greedy of Fees ; for fome are fo keen after Fees, that 
they wou'd ftay and prefcribe to a dead Body. But I have 
Lcard of others^ of a more generous Chamber, refufing to 
continue their ^tfendance, when they fear'd it was of no 
Benefit^ an.dyet returning again upon being called to a new 
Confuitation, when better Symptoms appeared^ and greater 
Hopes of a Recovery, ro offer, at lea ft, the proper Re- 
medy^ whether it fhould be taken or not/ 

Horatio Walpolc, Efq; 
Si r, 

* The Motion now under our Confi deration, is a Mattef 
of fuch Indifference to me, that I am perfedliy eafy whether 
you agree to it or not. I (haJl grant that it is very uJual 
to call the Houfe over^ at leaft, once in a Seflion; but, I 
could never obfcrve^ that it was of any Advantiige to the 
Public, and it h ofcen of great Inconvenience to private 
Gentlemen, who have the Honour, in this Cafe I may fay, 
the Mi^farmne, to have a iJeat in thisHoufe. I take it for 
granted, that every Gentleman who baa any thing to offer 
fjr the Service of his Country or ConlUtuents, or who thinks 
he has any thing to guard againlt ihat may be of Prejtidice 
to either, wtjl attend duTy in his Place i and, I cannot think 
there is any great Nccefllty for a Gentleman's being here, 
who thinks his Abfence can do no Harm, nor his Prefence 
any Good. But, when the Houfe h ordered to be called 
over, with the ufual Ctrtkrari^ that all thofc who do not 
then attend, fl\all be taken into Cullody, no Gentleman can 
be furc, that his Excufe will be admitted* and therefore may 
think themfelves obliged ro attend, tho' their Attendance 
can be of no Service at that Time to the Public, and may be 
of great Prejudice to them in their private Affairs. 

* From this Confideration, Sir, I have always been of 
Opinion* that a Call of the Houfe is neither ncceifary, nor 
ought to be made fo often as it is ; and £nce, m the laQ 
ScffiODi wc indulged a great many with the Privilege of be- 
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nnoij,Geo. ingabfent, tho' ue knew they had noExcufe, I thiok thofo 
^' ^719' that are now abfent have Reafon to expedl, at leaft from 

C^"V""\g) them, the fame Indulgence I fhall not find fault. Sir, with 
the Privilege Gent!emen took to tbemfelves upon that Oe- 
cafion: Whatever was their Pretence, they foon found their 
Abftnce condemned by the whole Nation, and, I believe, 
they hive (ince heartily repented of what they did, which 
mi kes me, and I hope it has made their feveral Gonflituents, 
rcody to furgive them. But I cannot forbear taking No- 
tice, that the Honourable Gentlem^an who fpoke laft, puts 
me in mind of a merry Pafllnge in a French Play, where a 
Gentleman af)^s a Servant, How her Malier does? Jo a. fair 
w.y of doing well. Sir, faid ihe, for his Phyficiaas have juft 
taken their leave of him. 

• Now, Sir, to apply this to what happened laft Seffioo: 
I mull obferve, that after our political Phyflcia^s had take« 
their leave of the Houfe, as fome of them did in a very fo- 
lemn manner, Things went better than they had done (or a 
great whiie before. Several Laws weie paflbd, which gave 
great Sitiifidion to the People; every thing was carried 
on with great Concord and Unanin^iry ; and to the Joy of 
our Friends, and Difappointmcnt of our Enemies t>i^h at 
Home and Abroad; the Nation foon appeared iu per fed 
Health and ful Vigour. Among feveral gopd Law$ pail«l 
in Uiat lnterv:ii, I cannot but take notice of the ASt for 
, granti .g a Liberty to carry Sugars of the Gr.owtby ox ManOr 
failure of any of his M^) jelly's Sugar Colonies in America. 
from the laid Colonies diredly to foreign Parts, in Shijpa 
built in Great Britain, and navigated according to Law. A$ 
our Sugar Trade had, for fome time* been in a Reclining 
Condition, this A61 was as n^uch wanted, as it gave uaivev- 
fal Satisfaction when pr.iTcd, except to thoiis whoTe pri^tf 
Interelt Jed thtm to be ':ga!nit it; and yet, if our politioj 
Phyfici;;ns had been attending, it i^ probablei (hey wouM 
haveoppofe.! the Bill; for they generally oppofc every Re- 
met y riMt is prticribed by thofe wno mu^ be fuppo&d, U> be 
our bell Pbyficians, becauie they have the bedi OpporQui)itj 
•f knowing rhe State and Circuinlbnces ( f the Nation. The 
A61 for the more tffedual preventing of exeeffive and de^ 
c«'itful Gaming, was likewife pafl'ed durif g the Secefii04»ao4 
IS n Law that muil be agreeable to every one whaba^ a dqc 
Rcgar.1 to the Morals or Happinefs of the Ptoplc ; yet, if 
th Bi'l bad been at any other time propoii9d» ifi would, 
peih ps have been violently oppofed ; for. in tbi« Qife^ai 
in eve:y other of the like Nature, it wou d have been bid^ 

, tiiat every new pen. 1 Law was un Addition to the Power of 

the Crown^ aUeudjt too extc;niive i which> in v^x OfioioQ, 

is 
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IS tHe fame as if a Pbyfician fhould <ibje£l to a Prefcription, Anno 15, Geo- 
btcaufe of its being pToper for giving Strength to his Pa- !'► ^71P- 
ilenc. 

* For this Reafon, Sir, if the fly Servant Maid were, upon 
this Occafion, aJked fuch another Qgeilion, I am afraid flic 
wouldanfwcr, In a very bad way > Sir, for his Phyficians arc^ 
xnoli of them, returned. BnUobe ferious. Sir, 1 am of Opi- 
nion, that no Gemldman ought to abfent himfeJf from the 
Service of hh Country in this Houfe, when be can, without 
any great Inconvenience, attend; and therefore, 1 (hull be 
againit the Motion, becaufeoqr rejeding it will, I think, be 
a fort of tacit Reprimand, wirh regard co thofe thaf. With- 
out any good Reafon, withdrew from iheir Duty la It SeiHon 
of Parliament/ 

Lord Vifco^int Gage. 
S I R, 

• An Honourable Gentleman th^t fpoke fome Time ago Lord Gage, 
sgainlt the Motion, allowed, I cbfak, that the Secefllon, as 
he was pleafed to term it, wd$ the remote, tho' not the immc- 
di.ite Caofe of thnt Alteration which fooo after happened in 
oar Meafurcs. Sir, if it was any Catifej whether remote or 
immediate, it has done fignaf Service, and has given gre^t 
Saii'if^dlLon to the Nation, But the SeceHion coytdadd no- 
thing to the Obilinacy of the Court of Spam ; becaufe that 
Court was» before, as obitinate as it was poHible for them to 
be. They never had any Inclination, atleall not for ihefc 
twenty Years, to do U3 Juflice. By the Convention, they 
neither did us, nor promiied u? any Jurtice: They would 
not fo much as promife, not to do ub any more Jnjullicc* 
for, upon the Fdce of the Conventioti it appears, that they 
would not fo much as promife to abilain from interrupting 
our Navigation, and feizing our Ships in the AmeiicanSeas. 
It is evident, that, of late Ycus, they never had an Inclina* 
tion to have any thing to do with us, unlefs it was to plunder 
our Merchants, and amufe our Minilkrs with ffuitlefs Nego- 
IJatioiiSt and a new Foundation for atlovvingourfclvesto be 
treated itj this manner, was ail our Minifters got by that fa* 
inous Convention. Thij, £ am convinced, w^uld have been 
ibe Confiequence, if it had not been for theSeceflion. Our 
Mini£cr$ would, upon the Foundation of that Convention^ 
have gone on to treat and negotiate with Spain, perhaps 
for twynty Yc^rs more, and the Spanifli Guarda Colfa's 
would, in the mean time, have gone on in plundering our 
Merchants and interrupting our Trade, But fuch a Num- 
ber of Members withdrawing^ upon that Convention's being 
apf iQved of, convixiced our MlniiterS| chat the Nation would 

no 
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Aproi5,Geo no longer endure to be treated by the Court of Spain io 
U. }7^f. fuch a treacherous and ignominious manner. Our Mini- 

^^^^^Y'\mJ Hers from thence faw, that they muft btgin to fight, either 
with Spain, or with their own Countrymen; and they wifely 
chofe the fornier, as being the fafeft for themfclves, as well as 
the mott hoiiourable. 

* This, Sir, I am convinced, the whole Nation is con- 
vinced, was the real Caufe of that Alteration in our Mea- 
fbres, which happened foon afier the Seceffion ; and there- 
fore, however much it was condemned by thofe that remained 
within Doors, it was condemned by no Man without, unlefs 
he was fuch a one as was under a mercenary Dependance 
upon fome of thofe that remained within. By none others, 
Sir, was it ever condemned; and as the Gentlemen who 
withdrew upon thatOcafion, are noway ambitious of hav- 
ing their Condud approved of by fuch Judges, I am fore no 
one of them has ever yet repented of what he did ; fothat 
if the Honourable Gentleman that fpoke laft never forgives 
but upon Repentance, thofe Gentlemen mud all yet, and, I 
believe, for ever will, remain under his Wrath ; biHt they are 
not, thank God I liable to his Vengeance. 

* The only ferious Argument I have heard. Sir, againft 
the Motion is, left it fhould interrupt or leflen that Ihiani- 
inity which now appears, in providing for every thing that 
may be neceflary for a vigorous Profecution of the War, in 
which, I am fully fatisfied, the Honourable Gentleman's 
Fears are altogether groundlefs. I dare anfwer for every 
one of thofe who retired from the Houfe laft Seffion, and 
are now abfent, that no one of them will oppofe any Mea. 
fures neceiTiry for profecuting the War ; and an Honoarable 
Friend of his may, I believe, if he pleafes, anfwer for aaoft 
of the reft. I am perfuaded, that no Gentleman who is 
now in the Houfe, or can hereafter be in it, will openly 
oppofe providing for a vigorous Profecution of the War; 
and theiefore I (hall only wifh, that it may be as vigorooily 
profecuted, as it will be unanimoufly provided for. 

* In this Scffion of Parliament, therefore. Sir, no Gentle- 
mon could be under any real Apprehenfions of a Conteft 
about any thmg relating to the War, tbo* every Member 
belonging to the Houfe were now prefent, and continaed fo 
till the End of the Seffion ; but, as the whole Nation will 
expedl to hear fome good Accounts of the Profecution before 
next Winter, 1 do not know but that we may then have 
fome Co'ntefts about the War, with regard to its Proftco- 
tion ; and therefore there may, perhaps, be fome amongft 
us, who are far from wiihing to fee a full Houfe, at any time, 
during next SelTion, If there be any fuch amofigft us, it is 

certainly 
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certainly cheir Bufiners to prevent the Call of the Honfe for Annon,Cc<ih 

ifiis Sefl]on^ becaufe it will be a Precedent fordaing the lame H. i;j*>. 

in the next, and will be, in all futare Fime?, a convenjcnt '•■^^^ S^ 

and agreeable Precedent for thofe that are afraid of having 

An impartial Fadianientary Enquiry into their Condufl, 

But, for this very Rcafon^ Sir^ 1 muil be of Opmion^ that 

no Gentleman who is un feigned ty for a vigorous Pfofecutjoii 

of the War, or the Prefervation of our Conilitmion, can, 

Mfhcti heferioufly confiiers the Confequences, he for making 

fuch a dangerous Precedent. 

* Thus, I hope, Sir, I have fully anfwered the only frri- 
ous Argument 1 have heard made ufe of, again ft my woriby 
Friend's Motion, As for all the other Arguments in.^de ute 
of upon the fame Side of the Queftion, ihey were rather 
Pieces of Wit, than Fiecei of Reafon ; atjd^ as moll of them 
were pointed at the Gentlemen who, laft Seflion, withdrew 
from the Houfe, they have nothing to do with any thing that 
can be propofed in this. But, 1 murt obfervc, that every 
one of them cither mifled of its Aim^ or was very impro- 
f>erly applied. If the King of Spain refigned his Cmwa 
with a real View of ferving his Country, he was in the 
right; If he refumed k again with the fame View, he was 
m the right, and his Subjefts were in the right to receive 
him: And as for the Dillurbsnces he has fmce occafioned^ 
I bclieye, moil of them were originally owing to our Mif- 
condufl ; therefore, I am furprized to hear of them from 
thi'i Side of the Houfe. If thofc whocompofe the MiJorJty 
of this Houfe^ h?ve a Mind to prevent Gentl^ens eirer 
having a View of ferving their Cogrtry, by leaving their 
Seats, the beft Way is never to pur foe fuch Meafures as arc 
difagreenble to a great Majority of the Natioti ; and while 
they tike Care to avoid fuch Meafures, they need fc^r no 
Difturbances that any Gent!em?in can occafiooj either by 
leaving or refnmiirg his Seat in thisHoufc* 

* As for the Pirce of French Wit made ufe of by the 
Hot), Gentleman that ipokc lail, and apptied by way of 
Anfwcr to the Obfervatjati made by the Hon. Gentlem^^ti 
that fpoke before him, furcly. Sir, every one mufl fee that 

tit was mifappli^d tg the Members ofthisHoule, for the 
Gentleman that mnde it, did not, I think, make any Ap- 
plication. We maii alt look upon oarfelves as politicks Phy- 
fieiant; and, indeed, we arefo : We are properly the State 
thyEcians of our Country, becaufc we arc to enquire into 
ita Grievances or Diftemper*^ and apply the proper Reme- 
dies, Therefore, if that Oblervatiorv is to be applied lous, 
we mall fappofe that fomc of us are willing to ^ttcnt^, if 

t" ut get a Fee, even xhQ* we know we can be of no 
Service 
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Anno i|t Geo. Service to our Count rjr, and that others arc un will mg tt 
I >^v^ attend J exi:ept when they think they can be of real Ser- 
^^ T ^.y vice 10 thdr Country, I wifh. Sir, the Application had 
not btcn made, for whatever we may think within Door^ 
thofe without will judge who are ovcr-grecdy of Fees, and 
who are not* But, I muH: obferve, that this Piece of French 
Wit proceeded from ihe Contempt the French Phyfjciana 
h:id then brought themfeJves into, by their Ignorance^ and 
by their fhewing a greater Concern for their Fees, than for 
the Hea'th or Recovery of the Patient. They were, at 
that Time, become a Proverb among the Vulgarj and a 
Stibj eft of Ridicule in every Part of that Kingdom, except 
in their own AfTemblies; and, if we fhoald, by our Igno< 
ranee, bring our Country into Misfortunes, or begin to 
ilxew a greater Concern for Pcnfions and Places than for the 
Welfare of our Country ^ we Ihatl bring ourfelves into the 
fame Contempt ■ We (hall become a Scoff among the Vul- 
gar, and a Subjed of Ridicule in every Part of this Kiftg- 
dom, except in our own AiTemblies. If this Aiould ever 
come to be the Cafe, this French Piece of Wk may then be 
properly applied, but not to thofe Members that retire from 
ihch a. contemptibEe AfTembly. It will be applied to the 
Brea king up a nd Meet 1 n g o f Pa rl ia ment : W h en our Seffioa 
is at an End, it will be faid. The Kingdom is in a fair wsy 
of doing well, for its Phyficians have taken their leave; 
and when we meet again, it will be faid, The Kingdom is 
in a dangerous State, for its Phyficians are, mod of them, 
returned. 1 hope every Gentleman that has a regard for the 
Honour and Dignity of Parliament, will endeavour to pre- 
vent this Misfortune; and as, I think, nothing can contri- 
bute more towards our falling into a general Contempt, than 
our putting a Negative upon this Motion, therefore, I Jbalt 
mod heartily give k my AfErn^ative/ 

Ordered, That this Houfe be called over upon this Day 
three Weeks, the 2ift of February next; and that fach 
Members as fhall not then attend, be taken intoCuQody. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed, to conlider 
how Jar the Privilege of this Houfe ought to be allowed to 
^1 embers who arc in foreign Parti during the Sitting of 
Parliament, 

In a grand Commitiee went thro* the Bill for prohibiting 
Commeitie with Sp.iin, with feveral Amendments. 

Fe^. I. Mr. Secretary at War prefented a Lifl of the 
reduced Officers of his Majcfiy'5 Land- Forces and Marines, 
intit'cd to receive Half pay in Great Britain, with an Klli* 
mate of the Ciiarge thereof for 1740J with their Agef^ 

Date.> 
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Dates of tHeir firft Coinmifiiona, and the Time tHey wtrc Anno r^^ Geo, 
put upon Half' pay, and the Ocafion thereof. ^^ ^719* 

Received divers Petitions for private Bills, 

Received and read a firfl time, a Bill to prevent Inconve^ 
niencies which may a rile from natur 3 Sizing Perfonsj who 
IhaQ not continur to refide within his Majelly*s Dominions, 
after thdr Natoralization. 

fn a grand Coiiimitteej went thro* the Bill to indemnify 
PcrfoTji who omitted to qualify therofelves f jr Offices and 
Employments, within the rime limited by Law, Set:, with 
feveral Amend men rs. 

It was moved thnt the ordinary BElimate of the Navy Dhifion on 
for 1740, be referred to a Committee an the Supply, which the Eftimate 
afier Debate, paH^d in the AiRrmative* On a Divifioii,^^'^^*^ ^«^^ 
A>« 148, Noes 95. 

The 4th. Agreed to the Report of the B;U to indemnify 
Perfons who haveomiUedto take the 0.iihS( SiC. and ordered 
it to be ingrofTed. 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill for prohibiting Com- 
nierce with Spain, and ordered it lo be ingrc^ed. 

Agreed to the Report of the Refolutions (of Friday hfl} 
on the SuppEy, viz* Refolved, 

That 10,000], be granted towards the Support of Green- Sums granted 
wich-Hofpitaf, tf> Weftmin- 

That 4000I. be granted towards the repairing and finifliine JJ,^^-^^'^ V* 
of We«;i„«er-A!bcy. , _, Ha^/N^S'nd 

That io»oool. be granted towards the Maintenance of the Africaa- 
the Britilh Forts in Africa. Company. 

The 5th, Agreed to the Report of 7ef!erday*s Refolii- 
tion, in a grand Committee 00 Ways and Means, viz, 

Refolvcd^ That towards rariing the Supply granted to his A Million 
Majelly, the Sum of one Million, be iflTued and applied out £^.^^5*-^^^ *^"^ 
of fach Monies, as have arjfen, or (hall or may arife, of JlJ^^^^'* 
the SurpltiiTes, ExcefTes, or overplus Monie?, commonly 
caMcd the Sinking Fund. And a Bill was ordered in accord- 
ingly. 

Read a third ttmtp and palTed the Bill for prohibiting 
Commerce with Spain. _ 

Read a firil time, a Bill (brought in by Sir Charles Wa- '^/''?^''°J ^' 
ger) for regiftering all Seamen, Watermen^ Fifhermcn, men^AmlDe. 
Lfghtermen^ &c. throughout his Majel\y*s Dominions: bate thereon. 
Upon which Occafioti enfued the following Debate. 

Sir John Barnard* 

S J itt 
* I muft own, that the Want of Siilors is very p-eat, sjj. t^j^^ « ^ 
iTic prefent Emergency very prefling» and the Sue eels i^d 
Vot, VI. Mm of 
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Anno i;, Geo of the War much hazarded by the Difficulty of Manning 
IL i7.^P- our Ships: But the Adminiftration appears to me neither to 

V^'^TX^' adl prudently in difcovering fo publicly the Embarrafi^ents 
with which nothing but their MifconduA has perplexed 
them, nor julUy in demanding that their Miftakes (houldbe 
repaired at the Expci.ce of thofe who dc^feive better from 
their Country. 

* The Averfion, Sir, with which the Sailors avoid the 
Service of the Crown, is not, I fear, without juil Reafons; 
but tho' the Gentlemen in the Adminiilration have been 
long fenfible of it, yet, inflead of removing that Averfion 
by Encouragement or Rewards, they feem to regard it as an 
ObUinacy that muft be compelled to Submilfion, by Laws, 
Reftraints, Rcgillers, and Penalties. Becaufe the Sailors 
claim the common Privileges of Engliftimcn, their Governors 
think it necfrflary to puni(h them for afferting their Birth- 
right, by depriving them of the Appearance of Freedom; 
for after fuch a Regiller, as is propoled, has taken Place, a 
Sailor and a S ave will be Terms of the fame Sigi>ifeation. 

* Nor was it only in the Power of the Government to 
have endeavoured the Reconciliation of the Sailors ; they 
might have ufed more expeditious Methods for Manning 
the Fleet. The Marines that have been raifed, too lately to 
be of any Service, might with the fame Eife have been 
levied fooner ; they might then have been difperfed in pro- 
per Proportions «mong the Crews of our Men of War, 
Wiiere, by Inltrudion and Example, the Buiinefs of a com- 
mon Sailor might have been quickly learned, ar.d our Mer- 
chants might ftill have had a fufficienc Nua^ber of Sailors to 
enable them to carry on their Bufinefs. 

' Thus far it is evident, that this Bill is not neceffary, or 
is become neceffary only by the Fault of thpfe that propofe 
it. But, fince pail Errors cannot be recalled, it may be pro- 
per toconfider the Bill as it now lies before us, and examine 
how frir the Regulations intended by it are adapted to the 
Ends for which it was drawn up, by what Arguments it is 
fupported, and to what Objeftionsit feejms to beexpofed. 

* ft is impofTible to hear the Bill read without being im* 
mediately alarmed at an open Atrack upon the Liberty of 
many Thou finds, who have doubtlefs the faxne Claim of 
Independency with other Britons, a Claim which they have 
not forfeited by any Crimes, and which I believe they value 
too highly to give up for any Advantage that cai) be offered 
rhem in Rccom pence. What Reafon can be aiCgned for 
placing thefe Men in a State which every other Briton 
would difdain ? If the Defign be to propagate Slavery, and 
to regiller one Ciafs of Men after aaotherj let the Sailors 

at 



it Icaft, be the laft that fliall lofe tl^eir Freeddtn. Let the A^norj.dca ' 
ftrft Regrller be filled with the delpicabk Names of Penfion- II- i7iP- 
ers^ Placemen, Sycophants, and Dependants; but let the OOTN^ 
brave, the hardy, the honell Seaman retain his Liberty, t\]l 
Luxury and Coi rlifjtlbii , w^th which the Example of thole, 
whom the WorU calls his S^perion, may in Time Inf^tf 
htm, fhrJI prepare him forSlivery^ 

< Let us dwell. Sir, a (hort time upon the State of a Sea- 
man, regifltred as it is intended by this Bill. He muil ap- 
pear whenever hei& fummoned, at all Hazards, whatever may 
be the Circumilancca of hi^ Family, or the State of his private 
Affiirs, he mufl, in many Cafes, expofe himfelf to the Pe- 
flaJties of the A^, or !cave hi& Family at a Time vvhea his 
AfTiIlance and Dfre£lion are abfolutely nijcefTary. Hemnit, 
if he ftiould by any Misfortune or Negligence, be encum- 
bered with Debt, cither fall under the Diilre/Tes which the 
Breach of this Law will bring upon him, or lye at the 
Mercy of hii Creditors, perhaps exafpe rated by long Difap* 
pointment^, or hy long Pradice of Severity hardened in Op- 
prcSion. Nor if he ihnuld either by fnduilry acquire, or 
receive by Inheritance an ample Fortune, is he in lefs Ban- 
ger from the Bill before us; he may be torn from his Pof* 
felons, ar^d forced into Hardships which no Man now un- 
Jergoe* bat from the Senfe of Fear or Want; fo chat thil 
Sill equaMy difables a ^^jIot from avoiding Dillrefs, or cii<^ 
joying Profperity. 

* Such, Sir, give me leave to repeat it, will be the imme- 
diate Consequences with regard to our Sailors, but the Ef- 
fcdl of this Bill win reach much farther. That every DiC- 
couragement of oar Seamen is an Injury to our McrchantS| 
Js too piiiin to ret^uirc Proof? and indetd what Reg^ird ha? 
been paid to our Traders, is apparent from that LUufe of 
the Bill that allows Sailors to be taken from our J rading Vci- 
fels in America, If the unhappy Menihaiits engaged in 
that Branch of our Commerce, a Commerce far more benc- 
Hcial than sll others to the Eritifli Nation, if thefe iMen, 
from whofe Labours we derive al) our Wealth, and that 
Power which is the Confequcnce of We^hh, have been [a 
unfortunate as to offend their miniflcrial Superiors, let thenfi 
be punifhcd with all ihe Severity due to fo rnormous an Of- 
fence i let thtrir Trade be prohibifcad, and their Slups con- 
Jined at Home by a perpetual Embargo, but let us not be fo 
cruel as to fuiper them to knd their Ships to America, and 
theu<^ebar them from the PoiHbility of returning. 

' More need no:, in my Opinion, be fatd to (hew how 

little this Bill defervcs our Approbation ; if it fnould be- 

^ come a Liw^ i: orbing can be expeftedj but that all who are 
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' ^nnoij, Geo now engngcJ in the Bafmcfs of Navigation, will leave thttr 
1735). Emp]oymei]i5 raiher than their Liberty. At Icaft, Sir, thofe 
Yoath whofe Years allow them the Choice of their Pro- 
feflion, w(U never doom tliemfelves to Slavery; fo that by 
Manning our Nuvy in this Mann€r» wc Jhall put an End to 
our Power and our Commerce,' 

William PuUcney, Eiqi 

S I R, 

"WiUiaTwP}i!te- * The Di fad vantages a riftng to the Nation by oar rnabl- 
ney, Elq^ IJty to equip our Fleets with that Expedition that War often 
requires, are, I £r.d, allowed on both Sides to be very 
great, I am iufHciently convinced of them, and by Con- 
iequence am of Opmion, that we cannot do a greater 
Service to our Country, than by iinding out fome Expe- 
dient by which the naval Power of Great BritaiB may be 
exerted, with no greater Delays than attend the nvilicary 
Preparations if France or Spain, How f.ir the prcfeni Dif- 
ficulties may be afcribed to the Condafl of the MinilVry, or 
whether they might bave been prevented by a more early 
Levy of Marines, I am notable to determine. But whatever 
be the Caufc, the EfFc£l m^ be extremely injurious to our 
Trade and our Honour; and therefore. Sir, it may not 
be improper to ruake Ufe cf fome extraordinary Means to 
fupply the prefcnt Exigence, 

* Nothing could be more for the Honour or Advantage 
of this Nation, than fome Law which might iecure a fuf- 
fie lent Number of Sailors for the Service of ihe fleer, 
without any Infradlon of their Liberty, or Violation of 
their Civil Rights, But no Man can defend fuch a Scheme| 
as tends to deprive any Clafs of our Fellow Subjeds of the 
common Privileges of their Country. Liberty is never to 
be injured, whatever is fuffered or whatever endangered. 

* But fure'y the Evil is not fo inveterate as to require 
fuch fcvere Methods of Cure, furely Rewards may have 
equal Force to allure, as Punifhments to affright our Sailors 
into rheService of the Crown. Let us rather ha»c Rt:courfe 
to any other Expedient than Violence and Compulfion, 
which can on<y remove our DsfficuUies for the preientp but 
mufl in reality iunghten the dreadful Aj preheLfions which 
our Seamen alretij/ entertain, and drive them into the 
Service of other Nation!?, 

* The prcfent BJU I can neither entirely approve nor reject* 
The Qdeltions whkh anfc from a curfory Confidcration of 
it, are of los.* much Importlince to be negligently deter-> 
mined, and involve too many Confetjutncrs to be fooa 
examined in their fuH Extent* I am convinced that our 
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Na^va] Eflablifhitient is yet very im per fefl^ and thu fome Anno 13, Ceo 
fpcfdy Regulation is required : But whether ihe Scheme 1^* J7i?- 
Dow pfopoUd defervea ttie SaTidioii of this Houfe, a more ^*./v"Np^ 
yiitenuve and deliberate Surirey mull detenu itie* 
r * 1 therefore take ihe Libt-rty to propofe that the fecond 
Readiog of this Bill may be deferred far a few Days, and 
ih^it in the mean time it may be prmtedt that every Mem- 
ber may have Leifure and Opportunity to beftow that Coa« 
fideration upon h which it requires aud delerves. 

Sir John Norrb. 
S I it» 

* The Defign of the Bill now propofed^ it is by no SirJ. KorrI*- 
ppeans neceftary to explain j nor can any better Proof than 
bur own Experience be demanded, how much the prefent 
''iTCumlta rices of the Nation lequire this or fome other 

illj by which that Dtfign may be promoted. The Jm- 
|>ortance of the prefent War cannot be denied. We have 
i^fcen been toid that our Trade and Navig^uon are at Ha^ 

ard, that we are afTerting the connmon Rights of Nature, 
that we mult now conquer or be ur^dune, and that the 
Con tell is not for Honour but for Life, Yet we fuffer our 
Ardour to ianguifh, and our Menaces to be loll in the Air 
without Execution. We have indeed put our Fleets Jnta 
Commijiion, nominated Comma nders^ and coUefted naval 
ind military Siorei ; hut thefc Fleets are yet in the Har- 
bours, and thefe Stores decaying without Ufe, For with 
whatever Importunity the Nation might call out for War, 
whatever Vengeance they might threaten, and however 
they might detfllor defpife the Spaniards, there was per- 
haps, never fuch an apparent and general Diflike to the 
5ea- Service difcovered before. Every Hardfhip» every Dif- 
ficulty is preferred before it, and cvay Expedient pradifed 
10 avoid it. Violence and Kind nefs are equally inefFif dual, 
tior ImpreiTis can fjrce, nor Rewards allure chem to the 

* What is the Caufe of this Prejudice^ and the Evils 
produced by it, perhaps it is now^ too lace to enquire^ The 
prefent Exigence, Sir, demands not long rettorpcflive Dif- 
4|uifittons, jjjt fpeedy Determinations and an immediate 
Remedy ; which, whether we can exped from the Bill 
propofcd, mull be confidered by the Houfe. One Objidiott 
rhat win be made to it, an Objeflion very fpecious and 
popular, may be eafily forefeen, and, I think, removed 
with no lefs Facility ; we fhall be told that it propofes the 

'Introdudion of a French PraAicej a Pmdice unknown to 
tbe Cooitituuoa of Great Britain, and that the Meafnrei of 
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Anho 1 5,. <3eo arbitrary Governments are not to be imitated hiere. Thus 
"• ^739- Gentlemen may declaim when Reafon is againft them, and 
^•^"VXta^ Oppofe Meafures not for their Cotifequences but for their 
Original. They may condemn a Scheme bec^ufe it is 
French, and may, perhaps, be applauded for their Zeal, 
by noify Fadlion, or unthinking Honelly ; but the cool, 
the prudent, and the loyal, will eafily difcern that forac- 
thing more is neceffary for the Support of Oppofition and 
the Confutation of Argument. By the Profperity of dit 
French (that Profperity with which the prefent Admini- 
llration has been (o ofcen reproached) it is evident that 
many of their Meafures delerve our Imitation, and, if 
our Conilitution be defedlive, is it not one of the great 
Ends of this AfTembly to improve it? By whom was it ad- 
vanced from its original Imperfeftion to its prefent Degree 
of Excellence, but by the fame Powers which arc now ai- 
led upon to add one Barrier more to its Security ? 

«■ I own, Sir, that to the Method propofed many Diffi- 
culties may be objcfted ; the Eloquence of Gentlemen may 
* be difplay'd, and their Sagacity exerted in tracing all 

its Gonfequences, and expofing its imagined Tendency. 
Bat is any Confequcnce to be apprehended from it equally 
dangerous with the Want of Seamen in Time of War i 
Can we fufFer by the Execution of this Scheme in any 
Degree proportionate to the Difappointment of our Ex- 
peditions, and Lofs of every Opportunity which the 
Weaknefs or Negligence of our Enemies may afford us ? 

• As every Form of Government fo every Method of 
Adminiftration has its Inconvenience, which will always 
be to thofe, who did not propofe it, or who propofed any 
Other, the Subjeft of Cenfure. 

« To try many Expedients upon Emergencies like this 
is not prafticable ; it feems, therefore, prudent. Sir, to 
put that Method in Pra6lice which the Experience of oar 
Neighbours proves to have been fuccefsful . That it has 
been of great Ufe to their Government is apparent from 
the Expedition with which their Fleets are fitted oar, 
and that Individuals have not fufFered by it may be pre- 
fumed from the Increife of the Numbers of their Sai- 
lors, fmce that Eftablilhment. Let us not therefore rejefi 
any Meafures, becaufe our Enemies have pradlifcd them, 
but let us rather employ their own Policies againft them, 
and fubdue ihem^ by the Means that have enabled them 
torefift us.' ' • 
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Sir William Wyndham, 

S I R, 
' The Wealtneis of condemning Mepfures becaufc tbey 
are pradifed by oar Neighbours or our Eacmies, bn-s by 
the HoDaurabk GeniJeman been fuSciendy expo&d i ^ut 
he euhcr aegVigently or willingly fgrgets, tliat to Kcommend 
them from tlieir Example onjy is equally trlEing, That ^ 
Scheme h French can ccrti^inly h^ no fufticient Re^fon for 
treanag it with Contempt or Deteilatior, but chat ir has 
been executed with buccefs in France cannot of itklf prove, 
that it will be of equal Advantage to this Nation. To re- 
ceive an Alarm at the Propofal of eilabliihing any Part of 
the Policy of abiolute Govern meats among us, is not the 
Di icon tent of Fadion, but the Caution of Experience, not 
,the Rage of Oppofjuop, but the Zeal of Integrity, For 
ti\y Part, Sir, if J know that any Practice is countenanced 
in France it will feem at kail to prove, that it has no Ten- 
dency to the Advancement of Liberty, and Liberty has, in 
.all unoorrupt Parliaments* been their firlland greatest Care. 
' On this Occafion, Sir^ I beg leave to obicrve that the 
Proipcrjty of Freemen and of Slaves Is very different, and 
li^ereibre is to be proi|;oted by different Vlean». The 
%Yretches doomed to live under the Yoke of an arbitrary 
Government, whofe Properties, whofe Quiet, and whofe 
Lives depend upon the Csi price ofadefpt>t^c Lord, have but 
one kind of Happinefs to hope for, the Happinefs of" feeing 
ihemlelves more rich, powerful » and formidable than the 
Slaves of another Monarch, the Happinefs of feeing their 
Prince courti-d by his Neighbours^ and chemfelvcs honoured 
in foreign Countries, by thofe who fbel the fame Miferie* 
without the fame AlUviations. This H .ppineb. Sir, poor 
and chimerical as it h, we know to be all that the greatell 
FaJ-t of Mankind appears to enjoy ; and this Happinefa 
may he promoted by Meifurcs like thi^ now propoled to 
our fraitation. An uniyerfal Kcgiller of Sailors may enable 
a Monarch to man his Fleets with Expedition^ fUpedltion 
may procure Succers, and Succefs advance the Power of his 
People, and by advancing their Power, increafe the only 
iiappinclV which they dare to hope for. The Adminiiiratioti 
in thofe Countries, lies under no Temptation lo make any 
other uk of Power than to aggrandize thtir Prince, and pro- 
tejcl the People from forcgn Boemies. Thty have no Klec- 
tions to inftaence, nor anv Oppofjtioo to contend with; 
have no new Demands of Authority to make, nor any 
Diingcr t^ fear from an oppreiVed Nation. 

' ^at the Gr^ataels of Britons, the true Greatnef^ oF 
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Aftnoi?, GcoratJoral Beings, confifts not in Extent of Dominioii, not it 
i^' *7jP- the empty Sjundof Viftory and Triumph, not in precarious 
Wealth, nor in the Power of opprefling othcri. It cocfifts 
in Freedom and Independence, in Privileges not to be for- 
feited but by their own Confent- Commerce, Wealth and 
Power, are fecondary Means of Happinef*, which ivould, if 
Liberty be loft» be of no Value. Liberty is therefore to be 
fifft Secured, nor are any other Advantages to be piirfued 
byt by the Methods confident with the Rights of a free S 
Nation. f 

* AU Happmefs, Sir, h attended with fome iTiconve- ^ 
niencc ; and Liberty is not to be prefer vcd without Caution, 
Anxiety, and Attention, The complicated loterefls of the 
Britons make their Councils more perplexed, and the Ad^ 
miniftration of their Government more difficult. When 
the French are engaged in a War with Britain, they have no 
Enemies but the Britons to contend with ; ail Meafarci, 
that can contribute to Succefs, are falutary and expedient, 
bfcaufe they promote the only Happinefs which that Form 
of Government admits of. But the Britons have many 
Dangers to obviate, and many Enemies to engage i they 
may, by trufling their Governors with unlimited Authoritj% 
perhaps become more fnccef^fiif in War; but what would 
the Succefs avail them, if that Authority be made ufc of m 
cnflavc them ? 

' The S:heme recommended with To much W'armthj I 
grant, Sir^ is beneiicial to France, becaufe it promotes the 
Power of the Govcrnmentj and by Confequencc the Hap^ 
pfnef^ of that fervile Nad on, which is happy as the Go- 
vernment is power fuf. The Scheme j^ of ufe le Franc^^ 
becaufe the Government and the People have in reality dif- 
ferent InEereJb ; but ie would be deilru6live here, becaufe 
our People and our Government ought to have the fame 
Jntereffj or if they are ever divided in their Views, t]ie 
Interefl of the People ought to prevail 

* Having thus fhewn, bow little the Example of l^ranr^ 
ought to be regarded ; how little the Mesfpres of a G&* 
vcrnment abfolute and unaccountable deferve the Imitatios 
of a People, who boa ft of being fubjcfl to Laws made by 
themfelves ; I (hall not engage in fo fuperfiuous a Taflc U 
thai of Qjewing how much the Regulation propofed in fhii 
Bill, is inconfiltent with our ConUittition : furely Nothing 
js more incompatible with Freedom and Jndcpcndence chiil 
BeJlraint find Compulfion, 

« As to the prefent Situation of our Siilors it it fufficiently 
deplorable. That honcft» laborious, and brave Claf^ of Men 
to-which wc owe all oer Power, our Richc* and RepuUlioft, 
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are a,tr€&dv c^tpofed to Hardihips from which tvtxy other Anno i;, Geo. 
Subject of Grcat-Bntain is cxempL Thefe Hardfbips, Sir^ ^^n^- 
the daily Outrages of at* Iinprefs makefufficiently appareor, L/tT^^-' 
Oiitrages in themfelves hateful, and in their Consequence 
dertru5:ivc. Outrages, by which Malcicudes of the bravcft 
Subjeds in Great Britain have been driven to feek for a 
IctnJer Treatment from abfolute Princes. Kor is it to be 
wondered at^ that they have rather chofco to live where 
they are only Slaves in common with the rell of the Pcopfe, 
than where they have the Monification of feeing that 
Freedom which they, and they only, are not fuffeied to en- 
joy. 

* It is not withont the warmeft Indignation that an 
lionefl Mind can conceive a brave, an Jndoflrious, a fi'ee- 

4>orn Englifhman torn from his Employ mcnt» deprived of 
his Bread, and condemn'd without a Crime to ferve under 
Mailers whofe Tyranny he abhors^ or perhsps thofe whofc 
Ignorance he defpifes. It ij ftirely not without Compaf* 
fion^ that any Mao can fee him at hh Retarn from a long 
and hazardous Voyage, farceJ into new Labours without 
the Intermlflion of a fingle Day^ and without the Sight of 
his Family, for whom he had been labouring Yet fuch 
is frequently the Fate of Bn'tiJh Sailors, and even this 
mfghr be, perhaps^ forgiven by themfclves, if it was the 
tall Refourcc of a diftrefled People, ihe Effeft of inevi- 
table and invincible Neceflity. But when it is added to 
the Account of thcfe Hard&ips, that they arc often the 
Amufement& of Power and Arts of an Adminiilration to de- 
iude tlieir Country, furely nothing can be more juftly hatefai 
and execrable. 

* What is intended by the Bill now propofed, but to in- 
Aid thofe Hardships by Law which are praaifed, at leaft, 
under the Pretence of extraordinary Emergencies ? What 
can be the immediate Confequence of it, but the Slaver/ 
of thofe who moi! contribute to Freedom ? And what cjn 
wc ejcpedl fjrther from it but that one Encroach meot on 
Liberty will make way for another * 

* That our Fleets are ufelefs without Men, and that from 
our Fleets only we can expe^ Succcfs in the prefent War^ 
does not require to be proved ; nor will it be deny'd that 
the prefent War is of high Importance. Eur Succefa 
againil the moft formidable Enemy, may be purchafcd too 
dear. There are, whatever may be the Hon. Gentleman'* 
Opinion, many Evib which Vidory itfelf cannot counter- 
vail. TheLolj of Fleets^ of Armics,Jof Domjoions, arc 
kts dreadful, than the Lois of Liberty. 

Vol., VL N a • But 




I 



( 274 ) 

Anno r^, Geo, * But that iLis War may be fuccefsfully pfofeciitd» 
IL 1759. ihat the Nation may not fuffct by lanfuccd'sful Hoftilito 

l^/^VN-^ after a fhamefal Peace, tliat the Flag of Great- Britain may 
recover its Honour^ and ker Arms be more faccefsfal than 
Jier Politics, it feems neceflary to form fomc Scheme for 
reconciling cur Seamen to the public Service ; but furely 
they deierve fo much Regard from us, that all genile Me^ 
thods (hould be tried » with which I for my Part ihall 
readily concur ^ but I ihall oppofe every thing as a Mem- 
ber of this Houfe to which I ihould not agree^ if I wei« 
myfelf a Sailor, 

Sir Robert Walpole, 

S I R, 
Sir Robert « It always portends well to the S^jccefs of a Deliberation 

'j^4lpoie, when the contending Parties agree upon the Reality of the 

Grievancei and the Neceflity of redrefGng it ; becaafe both 
Parties, if they be fmccrcj muft in Confequence of their 
Principles endeavour to find out iome Means of fupplying 
the Dcft^is which they acknowledge. The Difficulty cf 
Manning our Ships of War, the Delays which that Diffi- 
culty prodac^f; and the Difappointments that are the Con* 
6:qiiences of thofe Delays, are neither denied nor e^ctenuated. 
The Neceflity therefore of con faking about the proper Means 
of r^ifing Seamen with more Expedition, is already ad- 
mitted, 

< The Hard {hips of an Imprefs have been long dwelt 
upon, and difplay'd with all the Bower of Eloquence. Nor 
can it be afErmed that this Method of raifing Seamen h 
cither eligible or legal, J am not about to anlwer the Ob- 
jections againft it, hut I ihall ftrengthea them by one more 
forcible, in tny Opinion^ than all the reft ; This Method 
has been found ine££duai and infu&ient for the Atuinment 
of its End, 

* With the Experience of former Reigns, or Wars re- 
membered only in Books, 1 Ihall not weary your Atwn* 
tion I it is too apparent, from our own Qbiervation, that 
the moll diligent Imprefs may be eluded, and our Ships of 
War lie inadive in Part, for Want of Men, while Mollis 
tudea, well acquainied with the Service of the Sea, lie dif- 
per fed all over the Country, ready to appear and rcfume 
their Occupation as foon as the Imprefs is intermitted, ani 
the Demands of the Government i applied. 

' Not many Months ago,, the common Methods had been 
uf^f till not another Sailor was to be fuur.d : Their known 
Places l£ Refuge were all f^arched, the River was clc.-r'd, M 
^d no Stratagem left uapraifliiVd by which there was the W 
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Icaft Hope of gaining a iingle Mao* Then the Tmprefs Anno, ijGeoi 
WES fufpended and Proteftions were granted* This Akc- 1 1- ^7^9* 
lion of Mcafurci foon made u apparent, that thcfe was no t^'^^^J 
''ant of SaiJQfs m the Nation. They burfl out by Thou- 
fands from their Retreats, and entered into the Service of 
the Traders with more than ufaal Eager nefi. No lefs than 
iixteen Thoufand received Protcdions from the Admiralty 
for the Service of Colliers and Coafters onfy* Such is their 
Obftinacy to decline the public Service/ and fo much are 
the People generally prejudiced in their Favourj that the/ 
will always abfcond and will always beconce^iTd. 

^ But that this Pradice is to the Itft Degree dangerous 
to the Community mutt be univerfally confeflVd, and that 
the naval Armaments of Great Britain become far lefs 
iifefLiI tohericlf and lefs formidable to her Enemies, by the 
Delays, with which they are always oblbu£led, Delays^ 
which the Enemy who has no fuch DifHculty to encoun- 
ter, can always improve to his Advantage; and which give 
a Superiority to thofe Powers, which muft oiherwifc be- 
come an eafy Conqueft. While we are publifhing Proclama- 
tions^ iifuing Warrants for Itnpreffei, and gleanir.g up our 
Sailors by fingle Men, our Secrets are betray 'd, our Befigns 
and our Enterprises defeated. 

* To what is it to be attributed that the naval Power of 
France has been fo fuddenly increafed f We have more 
Ships of War, more OiEcers of Experience, and a far 
greater Extent of Commerce. What then can thus make 
theml formidable at Sea, but the Facility with which 
they can equip their Fleets? It is to froall Furpofe to 
build new Veffels, to caft new Gonsj and endeavour to 
ailonifh Europe with an Enumeration of our Fleets. Such 
Boafts will in a Oiort Time lofe their EfFed. and be dif- ' 
covered to be nothing more than empty Sounds, the Farce 
of War, aud the jVlenaces of Impotence. To aHert the 
Empire of the Sea, a Part of our Dominions of the greateit 
Value, we mull not only have Ships but Sailors; Sailors 
ready to obey our Call, and ruih out on fuddcn Expe- 
dttions* 

• How much fuch a Regulation would add to the nainral 
Advantages of our Situation and ourCoaftSp how much our 
InfldcDce would be ircreafed, and our* Power extended by 
it, no Genileman in this Houfe can beignordat, nor, in- 
deed, have any of the Opponents of this Bill denied the 
Import:jnce <rf the End prcpoied by it, Thofe that have 
argued agiinii it with the grcatett Warmth have confidered 
it as an Invafion of Liberty, an Attempt to fubjed the 
Sailors to KcHraints and Penalties, to which ali other Brilcwif 
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A EmoijjGeo ire Strangen^ 3 Cdnfideration that has produced many pa- 
IJ. 1 7 IP- thetic Exclamations, and affr^ing Defcripdons, mzny fe- 

^^^f^J vcfc [nfinuation.s and zealous Outcries, which may^ pcrbips, 
have fome irnitiediate EWt£i upon the Hearer^ but foon eva- 
porate and give way to Reafon and to JuHice, and, I thiokt 
It has not yet appeared that Reafon or Juflicie art againll the 
Bill 

' The melancholy Reprefentation that has been made of 
tlic unhappy State of a regiftcrcd Seaman, owes every Gr- 
cumltance of Terror to the Suppoiition thai the Powers pro- 
pofed by irhia Bill to be granted to the Admiralty, will be 
ill-cm ployed ; a Suppofition, which the Conduct of the 
Gentfcmen encrufled with tha^ Part of the Admin iflration, 
has made, if not wholly improbable, at leail iinneceflary, 
nor has it been proved that thiii new Authority h fuch u 
weuld bring with rt any Temptation to ^hnfe ii. 

■ Why any Man fhould be ejcempt from Obi igation* to 
ferve his Country it will not be cafy to (hew ; and what elfe 
is required of Sailors by this Bill, than that they be ready 
to ferve their Country when lawful !y required ? If they are 
laid under any particular Penaliies upon Refufal, it is only 
becaufe their Service u more frequently necei&ry, and upon 
more important OccaHons, and their Hardships, tf the Re- 
train ts propofed in this Bill deferve that Name» is a tacit 
Acknowledgment of their Ufefulnefs, and an honorary Dif- 
tindion of rhofe Men who contribute moll to th^ Safety and 
Profperity of Britain, 

* There is no Calnmny that I lefs deferve, and very few 
that I would more carefully avoid^ or more zealoufly confute* 
than that of being an Enemy to the Sailors, that brave Cbfe 
of Men to whom we ar« indebted for the Honours of Wur and 
the Orn:iments of Peace, who equally enrich and defend 
their Country, and merit equally our Regard as Soldiers, and 
as Traders, Far, therefore, h it from tny Inclination to ex* 
pofe tbem w any other Difficulties than thofe that naturally 
irife frem their adventurous Profefflon ; far be it from me to 
brand thcfe Men with Marks of Infamy, whofc Induftry 
procures us with moft of the Plea fu res of Life, and whole 
Valour fecures the Enjoyment of them, from being embit- 
tered with Apprehenfiona of foreign Power. 

' The Inconveisiences that may enfuc from this Afl^ will 
be balanced by fome Advantages; The Powers now pro- 
pofed, may be exercifed in fuch a manner, as, to make the 
Yoke, fo much dreaded,, hardly felti when the Regulationt 
are once tftaBlilhed, and the Prejudices of Novelty are worn 
i^way^ the Sailors will find the Alteration of their Condition 
fcarcely percepfJbJfj except on particulsir Occa^or^s, fwch 
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Occafjons asare^cven in their prcfent State, already fupplied Anno i^ Geo 
hy extraordinary and violent Methods, II 17^9. 

' Let it be however admitted, that, after this Bill ihalJ be ^.^/''YN^ 
pafTed, the Condition of a Seam in will be fomcwhat lefs 
eligible chan at preient, that he will be hh Mafler of his 
own Adions, and mo re fubje^ed to the Powers of the Go- 
verntnent than other EngJKhmen ; I do not, even upon this 
Conceflion, dikover either the Injuftice or Unreafonablenefa 
of thii Bill ; I cannot think it unreafonable that fome Mea- 
iures (houldbe taken for the Secarity of the Nation, for the 
Efficacy of our Arms, and for the Honour of the Crown; 
and I think the JuQice of that Maxim which declares the 
Prefervation of the Public to be the ftrongeil Law, has never 
been yet controverted. 

' That fome Expedient of this kind it now necefl^ry for 
the Benefii of the Public^ and may foon hecome ncceJTary 
for its Prefervaiion, is evident and uncontelledj but from 
what Caufe this NeceiTuy arifes, has been made a Queftion; 
it has been imputed by an Honourable Gentleman to the 
Negligence of the AdminillratioTi^ and the long Delay of 
levying Marines, which he imagined might have fupplied 
the Place of Sailors, But he forgets that there is no EiE* 
cacy in the Name of Marines thac qualiEes MeOj raw and 
unexperienced, tho' ralfed under that Denomination^ to a£l 
with Readinefs and Dexterity in a Sea- Engagement^ Ma^^ 
rines, unacquainted with the Sea, will a£l but like mere 
Landmen, and the Nation that trults her Honour and Secu* 
rity to fuch Warriotirs, h expofed to Hazards, from which, 
1 hope. Great Britain will always be fecure. The Marines, 
whatever Period he may aiEgn as the proper Time for raif- 
iDg them, mull have been yet S:rangers to more than half 
their Difciplinc, however careluSly jnHru^ed^ or however 
diftributed among abler Seamen; a.nd their Ignorance 
would have given our Enemies a Superiority^ which their 
own Bravery, however exalied by themfclves, or their Poli- 
tics, however magnified by fome of our own GountrymeDt 
codd never procure them. 

» It feems more rational to allot the young and unfkiJfd 
Seamen to our trading Vcflels, which have fewer Dangen 
to fear, and fewer Enemies to contend with. A Man, who 
has praftifcd the Bufinefs of Navigation but a fliort time, 
may manage the Sails, and go before the Wind, when he 
has nothing to perplex his Thoughts and difturb his Labour^ 
or has nothing, however, to oppofc, but the Winds and 
the Waves i but much greater Addrefs, much longer Prac- 
tice 13 required to govern a Ship in a Day of Battie, where 
the Strangems of aa Eacniy are co be defeated, momenury 
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Annor^jG^^ci Dangers to he avoided, and fuddcn Opportunities to t« 
11. 173^, fnaichedj when the leaft Negligence or Omiiljon, cannoc bt 

KJ^^Y'S^ repaired, and Skill as well as Courage mul! decide the Dzy. 
' Jf we fuppofts in oppofitidn to Reafon and Exp«rt' 
ence, thai the fame Ability is necefrarv in the Service of 
the Merchants as in that of the Crown : Let it be coufi- 
dercd whether the Nation will fuller more by the Mifcar- 
riage of Trading VefTels, or of the Royal Fhtt ; whether ic 
h not better that Traffic fhould be for a Time obflrudcd, 
than that our Flee s. by which that Traffic is prcfervedf 
fliould be ruined or endangered ? 

• It is therefore evident that Sailors, and none but S«i- 
Jars, are required to fcrve on board our Ships of War ; and 
to procure a certain, conHant, and ready Supply of Sai!ors» 
h the fole Intention of this Bill ; an Intention of too much 
Confequence to admit of being impeded by an ill-timed Re- 
gard for the Eafe of particular PcrfonSjOrs popular Affeda* 
lion of Tendernefs for Liberty. 

• If Ejfampte were of any Weight, I could urge tb^ 
Example of a Nation jealous of Liberty^ and prudent id 
the Tranfadion of Affairs^ a Nation whoie Succefs is a fuffi- 
cient Juftification of their Maxitns. The Dutch, when 
they are engaged in War, or upon Occaiion fit out a Ffeet, 
arc always careful that their Ships of War are well provided 
with S^ilor*j before their Merchints are at Liberty to admit 
any into their Service* TJiat the Importance of Trade if< 
we]] undfrftood by the Dutch was never doubted, but it ap- 
pears by this Praaice, that they hold it more advantageoni' 
to profper in War than in Commerce; their Embargoes 
are therefore laid without Relaxation, and without Diilioo 
tion» nor is a fingle VefTel difmifled from their Harbours ut 
their Aripatnenc is complete. 

' This appears to me a fufficient Proof, that Trade cannot 
fuller by a vigorous Profecution of the War, at Jeall, as it 
muft ftjffer in Proportion to the Duration of the War, thofe 
Methods by which Viftory and Peace will moft fpeedlly * 
attained will probably injure it Jeafl. 

• But if the Kxampfe of our Neighbours is not fuffiden' 
to influence our Condu^, let u? review the Procedure of oor 
Countrymen in a Time which every Engliftiman is proud 
fit the Remembrance of In our late War with France, 
that War which an Honourable Gentleman propofed Itself 
aa the Model of our prefent Undertakings, among ©ther 
Expedients for promoting the Succefs of the Britifh Aims^ 
an AB. was paiTed relating to our Sailors, by which oue^ 
Trading VVfli;(s were allowed no more than one able StfamaHi 
tnd one Boy to 100 Tons, behdes the Mailer, Mate* and^ 
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Carpenter, nor J id even this AllowancB, fparuig aa H majf Annon.Ge 
iecmp extend to Vrilsls of more than 300 Tuns. IL1719* 

* Such are the Reaibni, hch is the JuHicc of this Bill, 
and fuch is the Condud of our wifeft Neighbours, and fych 
has been oar own in oar moft happy Times, wlicn our Policy 
and our Arms were eqoiilly the Terror of the World ; whe- 
ther this Example fhall be now followed mufl be left to the 
Determmadon of the Houfe, only let me entreat thofe Gen- 
tlemen that fhall declare their Difapprobatioa of ihe Bill 
now before us, not to give way to foreign Refle£t)ons, inju- 
rious Infinuationsj or undeierminate Cenfures, and general 
Exclamations ; the Importance of the Queftion demands a 
different Behaviour. It is now enquired, whether our Arms 
fliail alTert our Claien to an open and uninterrupted Naviga- 
tion ; whether our Trade fhall be prote^ed, our Flag ho^ 
noured* and our Injuries ledrefled ; whether our Menaces 
ihall raife Terror or Contempt, and our Declaration of 
War* difcover our Power to Europe or our FoUy, It ii 
now enquired, whether our Fleet rti^lIafTert the Dominloti 
of the Sea, or remain in our Ports for Want of Sailors ? 

* Surely the molt unprejudiced and fenous Deliberation 
h ncceilary on this Occafion, and, that every Gentleman in 
this Houfemay have an Opportunity of confidering it at |ej- 
fafe, with the Attention which it mult be coirfeifed to de- 
fer ve ; and form fuch Schemes as may fecure the Trade and 
Honour of the Nation* without any Invafion of the Liberty 
of particular Perfons i I willingly add my Voice to the 
Honourable Member*^ Propofal, that the Bill be printed, 
and the fecond Reading delayed to a proper Time/ 

Satsuel Sindys, Efqi 

S I R. 

' A^l that can be urged In favour of fuch an Eilablifhment, SamntlSundya 
^s is propofed by this Biil, has been produced by the Right E% 

Honourable Gentleman 4 all the Force of Eloquence, and 
all the Dexterity of Argumentation have been emplo)''d 
on this Occafion, J^nd might perhaps hiive produc*d greater 
Effcds, had they not been deprav'd by ibme of the Arci* 
fices of Sophiilry, and Frauds of Mifrcprefentation ; for 
nothing ii more certain than that the Number of Seamen 
$0 whom Proteflior.s are reported to have been granted 
was magnijicd beyond the Truth. Sixteen thoufajid Pro- 
tc£lions might perhaps be jgranced, but not all of them to 
Sailors, the arbitrary Practices of the OiBceri, cncrulled 
with defpotic AutJioricy b^ VVarrants of Imprefs, hat 
inade it DeccJIary fi 1 others to procure ProtcdiunSj for the 
^Security of what no Mm hai a right of violating, their 
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Perfotts and their Liberty : Not only our Sailors Mrt been 
*^r*gg*'^ o^t of <>u^ Trading VciTeb, but PafiTengerSj Strangen 
to the Art of Navjgatsoa, have been hurried away vvi thorn 
any Refpeft; to their Remonft ranees however reafonable, 
or Evidence however clear. Paflcngors, therefore, have 
thought Protefttons necefDiry, and to Paflcngers a third part 
of thofe Protections were probably given. So that the 
moft plaufible part of the Argument is much weakened, 
and indeed, the whole will foon fall before a ihi^ Ex^cni- 
uaiion. ' /*^ 

* With regard to ths Sailors, k Is only ilrged in the ' 
Extenuation of the Hardftiips impofed upon them ; fhatdie 
Power of the Admiralty may be exerted in fuch a A'laiiner 
as to be Jefs grievous than is feared : But what makes xh§\ 
DifTerence between a Slave and a Freeman, except that the^ 
Happfhcfs of one is in his own Power, and that of the 
other in the Hand of his Mailer ? 1 hope every BHton 
will think himfelf miferable whenever he may be msdt 
miferabic at the Choice of another. 

* With regard to the NcceffiLjefl of the Piiblic, tf offf 
Afikirs require that part of the People Ihould be iisade Slaves, 
I do not fee how thofe that have been enercrfled with the 
Adminiftration can be cteired from the Charge of rntro- 
ducing Slavery s and if one Clafs of Men mull be facrific'd, 
every Man will endeavour to exempt himfelf and his Poft'c-* 
rity from that unhappy Number 

f This Bill will be particularly dreadful to thofe Men 
that ply upon the Inland Rivers, Men very ufcful to the 
Community, and beneficial lo Tnide, but who never faw 
the Sea^ and have the fame Apprehenfions of it with other 
Landmen ; thefc will ioon be driven horn their Calliog 
by the Dread of fuch coercive LhWs, and put an End to all 
the Advantage! which navigable Waters produce to the 
Nation.' 

The Bill was then ordered to be printed, agreeable to 
Mr, Puheney's Motion* 

Ordered, that a new Writ be ifTued out for eledlmg a 
Knight of the Shire for the County of Lincoln, in the 
room of Sir f homas Saonderfon^ now Earl of Scarborough. 

A Motion wai m^de, and the Queftion being put, that 
3n Account be laid before the Houle, of what Ships have 
been cod traded far to be buik in Merchants Yards, or 
bought by the Commiflioners of the Navy for His Maje- 
fly'fi Service, from Chrillmas 1738 to Chnilmas (7591 and 
by what Authority 1 diilinguifhing the Prices of each Ship, 
and what has been, or h propofed to he laid out upon any 
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of them, to fit them, for the Service fgr which thtj are-' 
intciidcd ; it paiTed in the Negative. 

The 7ch, Agreed to the Report of Yeftcrday's Rcfolations 
on the Supply, viz. 

Refolvtfd, That 22,S3o/> 19 '* 2 ;/. be granted for ^onv granted 
defray ifvg the Charge of General and S:aff Officers for 1740. tc Half-pir 
That 34,5^7/. be granted for reduced Officers «>f Hts 0*^^^^^^*^* 
Majefty's Lmd Forcea and Marines for 1740. ^ of Georgia. 

That 4000 A be granted for the farther fettling and ini- 
proving the Colony of Georgia in Amerio. 

The 5 th, Ordered out a new Writ for cieding a Knight of 
the Shjre for the County of Oxiord, in room of Henry 
Perrott, Efquirr, deceased. 

Alfo a flew Writ for the Borough ofEorealflon in the 
Goutity of Devon, in room of Sir Francis Henry Drake^ 
Eart^ deceased. 

Read a third time, and pafTed the Bill for indemnify Itig 
Perfoni, who have omitted to qualify themfelves for Offices 
and Employ mentsj within the Time Umitcd by Law, and 
for allowing a farther Time for thatFurpofe, 

It was moved that an A^ made in the 16th and tjth 
^y^rof the Reign of King Char lea I J, ircitlcd, An Ad for 
regular tng (he Meafures and Prices of Coals i and alfo the 
fecond Sedtbn of an AB. made in the 7 th and 8ch Year 
of the Reign of K. William JtL whereby the faid Aft was 
itiade perpetual^ might be readj and the fame being read 
accordingly J 

Refolvedj Ncraine contra dicenfe. That fuch Gentlemen Vote relating 
of this Houfe, who are of His Majelty's moft honourable to the Mca- 
Privy Council, do humbly addrcfs His MajeHy, that He ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
will be gracioufly pleafed to caufc Direflions to be given C£»[j^° 
to the Lord Mayor» and Aldermen of the City of Lortdoni 
and the Julliccs of the Peace of the two Cities of London 
and Weltminiler, and within the Liberties thereof, that 
they do forthwith, and effeatially put the Law tn Execu- 
tion for regulating the MeaTures and Prices of CoaI»*. 

Ordered, That the JaUices do fee that the Scavengeri 
keep the PaiTages through the Streets irce and open from 
sll Nufances whatfoever, ^c. 

Ofdered, That the Juiliccs for the City and Liberty of 

Well. 
Vol, VL O 

• N^fp Thh 'wm in thi Ttm^ tf iht hard fnj}^ ^hnh 
hfiid/rom Deitmiftr 24/^, 1739, to Fehrfimy loti*, 1739-40. 
mjhtn ihe WukfitrM kmd rifen C&ais /ff 2 5. ptr Bvf^ti. Tk€ 

fdi ahmt tkt Strath ^i MU^ w/ed io he, af id, per Firkijt, 
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AnTio i;,Geo Weflrainftcr, do give Order to the proper Officers t« clest 
• II.i7iP. the Streets of all idle and diforderly Perfons, who daily in- 
V.^''W^ fell the fame under Pretence of asking Charity, ^c. 

Read a fecond time, a Bill to prevent Inconveniencies 
which may arife from naturalizing Perfons, who (hall not 
continue' to reiide within, His Majefly's Dominions.^ 

Ordered divers Perfons in Cullody of the Serjeant at 
Arms for counterfeiting Members Names, by fraDking of 
Letters* 

The nth. Mr. Comptroller reported His Majefty*s An- 
fwer td their. Addrefs of Friday, that he would give Di- 
regions accordingly. 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill to explain and amend 
an AQ. ill Queen Anne, for the effedual preventing the 
Abufes and Frauds employed in the working up the Wool* 
len. Cotton, Iron, &c. Manufadures in this Kingdom^ 
with the Amendments ; and it was ordered to be engroiTed. 

Read a firil time a Bill to reArain and prevent the ex>> 
ceffive Increafe of Horce Races. 

A MeiTagc The Houfe being in a Committe, and Mr. Fane m the 

^om his Afa- Chair, Sir Robert Walpole acquainted the Committee, chat 
jeily, relating fc^ had a Meffage ta communicate, figned by his Majefty,. 
mordinay ^^' ^^^^^ having read in his Place, the Chairman recefved !(, 
Bxpcitcts. who read it in the following Terms. 
George Rex. 

•« His Majefty, in further Profccution of the juft and 
" ncceflary War in which he is engaged, having under his 
«< Confideration certain Meafures which will occaiion fome 
*< extraordinary Expences not comprehended in the Efii- 
*< mate laid before this Houfe, hopes, from the known Zeal 
** of his faithful Commons, that he iliall be enabled to carr7 
•** on the fkrae in the moil e^£lual manner.*' 

Speeches The Mefiage being thus read, a Member jrofe and fpoke 

therecn- never ^s follows. 

in Print be- 

fore. Sir,. 

« I (hall be the laft Perfon in this Hoafe to bppofe tht 
juft Demands of the Crown now, at a Time when his Ma» 
jelly has, contrary to the declared Sentiments of thofe who 
are fuppofed moll to influence his Councils, fo far hearkened 
to the Voice of his injured Subjedls as to enter into a War 
with the Power which fo long infulted and provoked this 
Nation. When I fay this. Sir, I hope I need fay no taorc 
to convince Gentlemen that my riiing up, at prefent, prpr 
ceedsfrom no Deiign I have to embarrafs the Meafures that 
Vis Majefty may hav« under his Confideration : As I am 

entirely 
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entirely on acquainted with the Nature of tliem, it is my Af\nor|,Cfo 
Duty to prefgme that ihey are for the Honour and Safety of ^^S^ i? ' 
Greai Britain. Far lefs, Sir* do 1 intend to throw in any Vi-ZtTX,-/ 
Objedlion to our agreeing to the Import of this Meffage, 
Nay, if any Gentleman, Sir, Aiould be of Opinion that it 
is either unjuft or unfealanablcp I would beg leave to oppoic 

* I therefore rife up. Sir, to ihew my Readinefs to com- 
ply with this Demand. I know hr>w many unforefeea Acci- 
dents and Exigencies may happen in the Courfe of a War 
like this; I know how nccelTary it is to the Succefs of k 
that his Majeily (hould be fupported both with die Coantc* 
nance and Purfes of his SabjcOs ; and I know. Sir, how 
readily our not compTying with the Demands of the Crown 
at this JunOare, would be pleaded as an Excufe for an inglo- 
nous and unfaccefsful Management, Befides, Sir, I have 
another Reafon for our agreeing to thi;> Demand, and that 
IS, b^ctufe I am willing to encourage Meafures of ihi^ na- 
ture, as it prevents the deilrudlive Method which both 
Houfes have lately too much fallen into of Votes of Credit. 
Theft', Sir, tend to make the Miwillry Malkrs of the 
Purfesof this Nation ; and every Vote of Credit, which we 
give to the Crown, is a temporary Stifpenfion of oar own 
Power, When his Majefly, Sir> fends a Meilage in thia 
manner, he Afks for fo much Money upon Account, and the 
Miniller is to be charged with whatever ii granted, which h 
limited to a prccife Sum. Therefore, Sir, when we comply 
with a Demand of (hii kind from ihc Crown, we know whac 
we are doing; the Meafures for which the Sum is granted 
jnuft be laid before the Houfc; the Houfc is Judge bow fjr 
thefc Meafures require fuch a Sum, and the Mini tlry is aa* 
fwerabkfor the Application, 

' However, Str, i am far from thinking, but thit a Mi- 
nifter who has Ibdied a Iktlt Theology, may find means to 
make up his Accounci in fuch a manner as to bubble the 
PubNc in a great I'^rt of the Sum that is granted, and that 
13 to be accounted for from the Difburfementi} that have bee a 
m^dc ?t the public Olficcs* Gentlemen miy remember the 
unjnfi Steward in the Gofpet, who had ^uiJiiJ his MaJIa'j 
Gtaif, and when he was brought to Accouns, he goes to 
one of his M.ifter*s Debtors ; How much, hy^ he, do 
yoy owe my Lord f A hundred Meafures^ I'hen wricc 
down ^h}\ Now, Sir, I don*£ fee what ts to hinder, bat 
that % yimi^tT who is his Prince's and the Nation's Stew- 
irj, may do the fiime thing* Hts Account for a Sum 
ih4t ia granted for a pardculaj Service is to be' given into 
this Houfe; heknowa how mtich thty are dtiivienr^ and 
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.,» ,_,. .., joSfyhasbecn applied* Thercftnc he g&et m 

"■''?IP' the Navy-OfEce, What h^ve your D^i15^^fctneau been? 
^^-^^rX-^ Twenty Thoufand Pounds, Then (ake your Bill and write 
thirty* He goes to ih« Viflualling Office^ What i* the A- 
in mint of your Bill ! Forty Thoiifand Pounds. Then write 
fixty. In {hoTty Sir, there h nothlog moieeafy than for a 
MiniUcrf who has ns much Senfe a.nd CunniDg ai thb tinjuft 
Ste^^ard had, to make up his Accounts fo a$ to put a fixthi i 
iifth, nay, a fourth Part of the Sum granted upon Account 
into his own Pockcr* We al] know, Sir, very well. Jive or 
fix Years ago, when fome Navy > Accounts were exaaiined in 
this Houfe, what Frauds appeared i how intricate every 
Article was i whit ptodigious Trouble and Time it coft the 
Houfe before we cnold underlland tliem, and how ineffeflaal 
ali ihe Patn£ and Trouble we had been at was when ii came 
to a Vote. But, Sir» 1 don't inteud that thi^ Ihould difcou- 
rage Gentlemen from agreeing to ihis Deuiand^ I only nien- 
tion it, that they may be upon their Guard 2,^ to the Appli* 
cation of what we may grant, and that they may not be 
furprizcd into so Approbation of Account!^, efpecialJy a& we 
are now m fo immenfe an Expence^ before they are fully 
canvafTcd, For my own Part, Sir, as I am by no meant 
againll our complying wiih his Majelly's Demand, I exp?il 
CO be heard, if I defire, as a Member of thU Houfe, to b€ 
iati^fied as to the Application of the Money that is granted, ' 
* But tho' f have no Exception to the Detuand itfclCi I ' 
have very weighty, very ftrong E^fceptions, Sir, at iheiiian- 
ner in which it i^ brought into the Boufe. We are to con- 
ildcr^ Sir, that we are but one Houfe of Parliaaient; aod 
that there is another Houfe of higher lutiidiflion than thi^, 
A Houfe, Sir, that the Wifdom of our Anceliors has fixed 
as ihe proper Barrier betwixt the afpirin^ Prjvjkge and en- 
croaching Prerogative. The Power cf granting Money 
indeed is what U now vefted in this Houlc; bm, Sir, gU'e 
me leave to fay, thark is a Power that the other Houfe h»ve 
never yet dirtily and explicitly given up, I don't fpc$k 
this, Sir, as if I thought that we ought to regard any Claims 
they have of that kind , but becaufe, as i hey don't conte ft 
what we apprehend to be our Privikge, fo we ought not to 
endeavour to deprive them of what is julliy and (ndifputably 
theirs. We don't find. Sir, the Houfe of Lords djfputmg 
with u* the Right which we have to be Judges of the Mo- 
ney that ii granted i we don't find them infilling upon ihetr 
KJght to judge of it as wc3l as we j and therefore. Sir, we 
ought not to think of depriving them of their Right to jut^ge 
of Mcafures. The prefent Meflage, Sir, mentions Mca- 
f«rc9> and demands Money for 'tarrying on thcfe Meaftiiei, 
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Now, Sir, tbo* I think it was right to make ps Juclge of the Anno tj, Geo 
Money, yet ic would have beeu leafonable that the/ fhouid ^^- >7}f' 
be luadc Judges of the Meafurei. This, Gir, is a Right ^^y^^'^'f^^ 
thai wc have no Occafion to be Jealous of; for while we arc 
Judges of the Money, wc can always make ovirfelve^ J^cJges 
of the Meaiure^ » fin^c ifwcdon^t think the Meafyrcs for 
wliich the Money a demanded of fitfEcient Importancep we 
lire at Liberty either entirely to refale it, or to grant it very 
fparingly. 

' I ain forty to fay it, Sir, but I perceive that of lace 
very litik Dcfcicnce has been pid to that Houfei all Ap- 
plicadons have been made lo this, and we are even diAta^ 
guifhcd. Sir, with having the firtl Minitler one of oar Num- 
ber. This Houfe thcrefure. Sir, has been the Channel 
thro* which molt of the national Liberality has flowed ; and 
we have not, for thefe twenty Years pa ft, fuflfered one Vote 
of any Confequence to pafs contrary to the Sentiments of 
the Minlltry. Now^ Sir, tho' lara as jealous of the Righti 
and Privileges of this Houfe as any Man Hving, and ihi;>* t 
wonld part with every thing fooner than bencceflary to any 
Steps that might tend to diminifli them, yet give me leave 
to lay. Sir, that the be il and the i a reft way to p refer ve them 
is, by fufiering every Branch of the Legiflature to have its 
due Influence m all pablic Occurrences^ Jf a difpropor- 
tioDabie Weight of Power ihould ever be thrown intQ our 
S.-ale, Sir. it will be the iirit thing that will undo us. It j» 
by the proper Balance that is preferved m the fevcral 
Fowci^ of the Conlluution* tSat oar Liberty alotic can be 
preferved* 

« Now, Sir, give me leave to fuppo fc thiit the other 
Houfe (hdt\ find fault with ibis MefTigc becaufc it was not 
communicated to them ; if that they fhjil ky, the Commons 
ought indeed to have been con faked upon the Supplies thit 
were necefl^ry for the Meafures his M^jdly has under hi* 
Con fid era t ion J they have a Right todetermioe of the Ways 
and Mean* to raife thefe Supplies i but furely it was our 
undoubted Right Co be made acquainted with the Meafuret 
ihemfelves, I fay, Sir» fuppofiug the other Ho'.ife fliall rea^ 
fon in this manner, and come to fome violent Refolutions 
upon that Negled ; have not they, who have advifed hi* 
MajeHy to this S:ep. a great deal to anfwer for to the 
Nation, if, at this critical Juncture, any b:^d Confquences 
fhaU enfuc? The Fiudence indeed, which the other Houfa 
has always difcovered, and their known Zeal for his Majetly'i 
and the Nation^s Intereft, wiH, 1 don*t doubt, prevent thciu 
from coming to any Extremity ; bur, as himed before. Sir, 
we oughti {^T Qwt own fakci, to take C^ire%hat the other 

Houfe 
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Anno 13, Geo Houfe has its proper Weight in all public IDeliberations, 
li i73p. Whether they have had it of late, Sir, I don't pircfumc to 

K^'y^J determine ; only I know that I have often been at a very 
great Lofs to know when they were to fit. Or if they were 
fitting at all. I have afked, I believe, in one D2^yt of a do- 
Een People, Is the Houfe of Lords fitting? We don't 
know. Do you know if they fat Yelierday ? No. Do 
you know when they are to fit ? No. In fhort. Sir, I conM 
not learn till I Hepped to their Door-keeper, and .then he 
might perhaps tell, roe, that they had fome Caufe to deter- 
mine, or fome Matter of Property, upon an Appeal, to fet- 
tle ; but othervvife there was no more Talk of them, than 
there is of the Convocation. 

^* Having faid thus much. Sir, I can't help patting the 
Houfe in mind of the Pradice of former Minidries, wbea 
any unforcfeen Meaiure, not provided for, and not compre- 
hended in the £111 mates laid before this Houfe was entered 
into; the Sovereign then. Sir, came to the Houfe oif' Lords, 
ient to require the Attendance of the Commons, and in a 
Speech from the Throne, informed the Parliament of his 
Demand : And if the Meafures for which it -was to be 
granted were of a fecret nature, as in Time of War they 
commonly are, the Parliament without any more to do 
complied. The Houfe of Lords addrefled the Crowo, ex- 
preffing their Readinefs to fupporc his Majefty in the Mea- 
lures he (hould undertake, and the Commons immediately 
fet about finding Ways and Means for raifing the Money 
dematnded. Another Method of proceeding. Sir, in foch 
Cafes as the prefent, was by fending a feparate Meflage to 
both Houfes, of the fame nature with that which the Right 
Honourable Gentleman has communicated now. Either of 
^efe Methods, Sir, would have been parliamentary ; bat I 
can by no means agree, that the Method in which this De- 
mand has been made is fi>. 

* The King, Sir, has been this Seflion at the Houfe of 
Lords ; and it could not have coft the Miniflry a great deal 
of Trouble, had they advifed his Majeily, after he had 
given his Aflent to the Bills that were ready, ta have ac- 
quainted both Houfes from the Throne of the Import of this 
Meflage. This Method, Sir, would have been iiaexceptibD- 
able ; it could have given Rife to no Difiere'nce betwixt the 
the two Houfes; a juft Regard was had to each ; the Lords 
would have judged of the Meafures, and we of the Money. 
If his Majefty had not thought proper to hav^ commani- 
cated the Meafures to them, I dare fay, their knows Pra- 
dence and Zeal would have entirely relyed npon his Majefty's 
Wifdom and Royal Cares. We, on the otbcrlhand^ would, 
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In like intnne»"Eave been fatisiiedj and immediatfily kitUA Anno 1 ^ , Oeo. 
the proper Sum and manner (^frailiiig it. IL iii^- 

* How natara! is It, Sir, for the Lords, when they meet^ \i,/"V^'Np^ 
jn oar H>Us of Supply, with a Sutn greater than what is 
contain'd m the Eili mates given (n, to be at a Jofs for 

what end this Sum was granted, Suppofing, Sir, we grant, 
in Confequence of this MefTagc, k(iy, a hundfed^ two 
hundred thopfand Pounde^ when the Money Bills arc cat'- 
Tied lip to the Houfe of Lords, they immediately perceive 
that there is fo much Money granted more than the 
Eftimatcs ;i mount to; how (hall tney know Sir for what 
end this Money is granted ? They can have no Direftion 
in the Body of the Bill.* 

Mr, Scroop. 

S I R, 

* I beg Pardon for interrupting the Honourable Gentle* Mr, Scroof- 
manjbut Ipercelvehe isina Miilake j and I believe he will 

forgive me when I inform him thac there will be in the 
Bill of Supply a Claufe of Appropriation for this very Sum, 
which will fet the Lords right, as to the Reafona of 
granting it.* 

The Member ihen went t^n. 

S t n* 

« lam obliged to the Honourable Gentleman; but that 
does Bot at all invalidate what I was going to obfervc; 1 
fay. Sir, how flial! the Lords know for what Reafon thii 
Money was granted ? By the Claufe of Appropriation, hyi 
ihc Honourable Gentleman* But, % they, arc we t& 
t^kc this In(ormation from the Commons ; Ought not 
we to have had the Meafures for which this Sum was 
granted communicated to us by the Ctown ? Who made the 
Commons better Judges of his Majeliy's Intentions of the 
Propriety of Meafuies than ive are ? Have we not Reafon 
to think ourfelves negle£led ? or have we given his Majefty 
any Grounds to iulped that we are not in our Zeal as 
forward, and in our Affe£tions as warm towards his Majc* 
fty'i Service as the Common* can pretend to be ? Thjs, 
S»r, is naturally the manner, in which the Lords may 
reafon when they come 10 this appfopiiating Claufe: 
and there have been Times, Sir, when iuch a Mifunder- 
Jknditigas this may be, has been enough to defeat aU the 
Indention of Money Eiilt, and greatly to clog the Service 
ef the Nation. 

* I hope, Sir, Gentlemen will pardon me that I have 
fpoken ihui fre4y > ^ ^^^^ ^^ Motion to trouble you with; 

I have 
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Anno 1 3, Ceo I have noObjfSion to this Demand ; but I £^j ought ft my 
11,17^^. Duty £0 put Gentlemen in Mind, that our afltiming or 
accepting of ex era ordinary Power, in prejudice of the juH. 
Rigbts of the other Hoofe, ntv€T can give us any real 
Security, nor do the Nation any real Service. It is oflr 
Bufinefs to take care that none of our valuable PriTi- 
ledges are wreiled from us i to take care that we remain 
independent and inftuenc'di and tho* our being red need to 
depend on the other Houfe of Parliament^ would be indeed 
I deplorable Situation ; yet it is defir^ble when compared 
with thai of being ditched and fwa>'M by the Power of our 
own Number. For then Sir, all the extraordinary Wcjghir 
which we now boafl of. would not be chat of the Commoni, 
but otie Commoner; and if that one wai immcdUtctjr 
protected by and depending upon^he Crown, it is, in the 
main, the Power of the Crown that i* fsvelfd ; and in a 
ftiort time the Crown muft ba Mafic r of the Piivifegei 
of Parliaments, and con fe quell tly of the Liberties and ffo- 
pertiea of the People/ 

Sir Koberc Walpolc. 

S 1 R, 

Str Kobert * ^^^ Surprize I am undcf at what ftU from the Hon. 
Wftlpole, Gentleman who fpokc lafl^ is, I own^ not without a Mixturt 
of Indignation, To hear a Mennber of a Britifh Houfe of 
Commons calk in the Strain he has dmie, 1$, to me. very 
cxtraorciinnry, Jt is no unufual thing for this Affembly. 
and all other Bodies, to be jealous of an Abridgment of 
th&ir Powers ; but it is unufu^l for a Gentleman who fct? up 
as a Power in thofe who are by the Conllitution appointed 
the Guardians and Protedors of thofe Liberties. 

^ I mull confefs^ Sir^ that the Honourable Gentleman at 
the opening of hb Speech gave me a very agreeable Sur- 
prize ; he owned the Expediency of the Demand ; he ap- 
jplauded the manner, and approved of the Reafonabknefe of 
It ; but I foon changed my Sentiments, Sir, when I heard 
whac followed. This Demand, fuys he^ tW both rcafoci* 
able, regular and juit, may be a Demand made by theMiiii<- 
iler to fwell hh own Pockets. How does he prove this. Sir t 
By the Example of the imjufl Ste^v&rJP But wiJJ Gende* 
men fay, that the !eaA Paralel can be drawn P Is sny Man 
in the Kingdom, who is ever fo little converfant in jmhlic 
Accounts^ Ignorant, that it i a next to impoflible for a MlnU 
fler to play the Game of the unjuft Steward > Muit not 
every Office which he has named have Vouchers for ibeir 
Accoiimsi Mufl notthefe Vouchers be brought to the Oii- 
C^5 where their Accoi^nts are paft? Arc there not Exa- 
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rmincrs? Are there not Comptrolers, and Com irilffidners, Anno ij, Ceo 
whofe Bufincfs it is to be a proper Check upon every Fraud ^1- *7^P- 
either in the Accounts or their Vouchers ; and muft not V-^^'V*"^^ 
regular-attefted Copies be tranfmitted and filed in the feveral 
Offices of the Revenue and Treafury? Can Gentlemen 
think. Sir, that the Influence of any Minifter can be fo ex- 
tenfive* as to prevail with fo many Men of undoubted Ho- 
nour as'the Officers mull be compofed of, to make them' 
violate their Confcience and endanger their Reputation, by 
being fubje6ted to the Tongue of every mercenary Fellow 
who is in the Secret, and who may inform againfl them ; and 
who, they may cafily fuppofe, will make as little Scruple 
to betray them as to cheat the Public? Why, in the preient 
Inftance, before a Minifler could bribe the fevera) Officers 
thro* which the Accounts muft pafs, and the whole is laid 
before the Houfe, he muft be out of Pocket the whole Sum. 
So that the Honourable Gentleman*s Infinuations of this 
kind could proceed from no manner of Ground, but that he 
muftatany rate have a Fling at the Minifter. Even Scrip- 
ture, Sir, muft be prefTed into this Service ; and when no 
Arguments can be drawn from our Conllitution, Paralels 
mult, be invented from our Religion. I fancy ^ Sir, were the 
Honoorable Gentleman himfelf a Minifter, and a Member 
of this Houfe^ that he would think it very unfair Play, 
flionld any one of the Oppoiitign attack him in the fame 
inannei* ; and. Sir, I think the Honourable Gentleman who 
lilfs (6 many fine Qoalities, and, I beiieve, no Averfion to 
Bein;^ Minifter, ought, in common Prudence, not tabe too 
HhriA of this Method of Oppofition, fince fome Time here- 
after, others may improve upon that Scheme, which he him- 
felf has introduced, and turn it againft himfelf. For my 
own Part,' Sir, if ever I fliall have the Honour of being in 
tlN^ Oppoiition, I (hall never either afte^l nor encourage in 
btherft the manner that feems now (o much to prevail. 

< 'Having iiiid thus much of thai Part of the Honoorable 
Gentleman's Speech, Sir, whith I conceived to be nothing 
to our prefent Purpofe, give me leave to make fome Obfer- 
Tfttions on that Part of it that has an Appearance of reafori- 
ing. The Honourable Gentleman is very angry that the 
Lords did not receive a MeiTage, or were not applied to ac 
^Che fame time with this Houfe. Sir, 1 have a very jnft 
Senfe of the Powers which the Conftitution has vefted in a 
Britifli Houfe of Lords, and a very great Value for the noble 
Perfonages that now compofe thatauguft AiTembly. But, Sir, 
while llit in this Houfe, I (hall ever oppofe any Application 
from the Throne that may be made to* that Houfe for Mo- 
ney s that, Sir, I (hall ever look upon as a- Violation of the 
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Annorg.Gfo. Rights of the Commons; and, were I a Member of the 
^ *7i9- other Houfe, I fhould be of the fame Mind. Let the Hon. 

K^'^^r^^ Gentleman apply the Rule here which he himfelf lai^ down, 
that the only way to prefer ve the national Liberty, is. to fiif- 
fcr every Branch of the Legiflature to have its due Infliicpce 
in all public Occurrences. Sir, if we Ihguld once fufier the 
Lords to be affociatcd in our Right of granting Money, thi» 
Branch of the Legiflatin-e would be a mere Cypher. For 
what are our Powers, Sir ? We have a Right to impeach, to 
advife tlie King, to have our Perfons exempted from Arveft 
during the SeiTion of the Pai;liament 'r but what would all 
thefe Privileges amount to, or how foon might we be dripped 
of them, if we once prted with the fole, the uncootroulable 
Power of granting Money* The Houfe of Lor^s have 
many Privileges, they enjoy many Rights, that ar* inherent 
to them as a Body, and unalienable to their Perfons. Thf y 
are the fupreme Court of Judicature ; the higheft Council 
of the Nation ; they have a Right to put a Negative upon 
6ur Proceedings; their Perfons ate at all times iacred» and 
k is even in their Power to prevent our making a bad Ufe 
of oup Privilege of granting Money, by throwing out the 
Bill, if they fhall find that we have been mole lavifh than 
the Circumftances of the Nation can admit of. And yec^ 
Sir, not all this Power in- a Houfe of Lords, great a» it is, 
can endanger r,he Bal lance that poizes the Conditution, if 
we (hall dill ai&rt our Right of granting Money. Bat the 
Moitient that we admit of this Power being difputed or fliared 
with us, then the Ballance of the Cooditution is endan- 

fered, and the Properties of the People taken out of tbe 
lands of their natural Guardians. 
« I now come to confider. Sir, whether an Application 
from his Majedy in the prefent Cafe to the Houfe of Lords, 
would not have been an Invafion ef our Rights to ^rant 
Money. The Honourable Gentleman (aid, and very rightly 
too, that the fole Difpofal pf the Money of the Nation 
is what the Lords have nev^r explicitely given up to the 
Commons ; but. Sir, is not that very Cifcum^nce a Cau- 
tion to us how we admit that any AppHcation, when Money 
is to be granted, diould be made to another Body? May we 
not. Sir, by admitting of fuch a Pradice, confirm that Ckim 
which, by the Honourable Gentleman's own Pofitipq, the 
Lords have never given up? But, fiys he, they are Jodgca 
of Meafures, as we ar^ of the Sunv to 4m -granted Sor. (ap» 
porting thefe Meafures. Vej-y well, Sir, and ay this Appli- 
cation from the Crown was not for any Advice about Mea- 
fures, but purely for Money, which is to carry on Mieaiiures 
that liis Mdjcdy has not thought proper^ and which, indeed.. 
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tulglit be highly fjn proper to commuiilcatc^ coald any ^f his Arvno,!^ GcfiC 

Majelty's MinilUrs have anfwcred for it, had they advifed H *73P 

their Soirereign lo apply for that Money to the Lords in t,/"V'"'NJ 

Copjim£iion with the Commons. That^ Sir, wauld hoc 

have been applying to the Lords for their Approbation of 

K^eaTtires ; for bow can they approve of Meafarea which 

they know nothing of? It would have been applying lo 

them for Money, which we afone ought to grant. I tould 

ulmoll rert, Sir, upon this IfTue ; whether the Honourable 

Genrlctnan himfelf, had he been a Miaiilcr, would have 

ad%Hred his Majefty, when he came to the Hoafe of Lords* 

to have add reiTcd himfelf to the Parliament in the follow ir^g 

Terms: '« My Lords and Gentlemen^ I having under my 

Coniideration certain Meafures which will occafion fame 

extraordinary Expences^ not comprehended in the Ellimate 

kid before one Houie of Parliament, I hope, from yottr 

known Zeal, that I (hall be enabled to carry on the fanjc 

in the moil effldaal manner.'* How won!d fuch a Speech 

h^ve founded in che Ears of the Ccminions ? Here is ^ di- 

re£l Application to the Lords, as weli ai the Commons^ far 

Money. 'And the Lords are at the Quae time called upon tk* 

make good the DeficieDCiei of E lit mates thai never were 

laid before them. 

' This MefTage, Sir, will require very Ifrtle Cor fide rat Ion 
to convince us^ that it is indeed no other th.in a kind of a 
Supplement to the Speech deh'^ered the ftrll D&y of the 
Scflion from the Throne. Fn thit Speech, Sir, there is 
a.^vays a Paragraph which is adilieffijd iiogly to the Com- 
mons, acquainting us, that his M^jeily will order the Elli- 
fn«te^ for the Service of the current Vear to be laid before 
the Houfe* und recommending Unanimity 3rd Difpatch in 
the Supplies. According to this Eillmatc, Sir, we regulate 
the Slims we raife, and never grant more than what is con- 
tained in ihefe Eflimfltcs. The Houte of Lords, on the 
contrary, never have my EiUmate laid bLforc them ; at-d, 
iherefore, they cannot .examine the Sums granted by the 
Eftimates liid befjre them, as the l-Ionourable Genelemafi 
ihat (poke lad infinuated, thry might intiii upon having, ani^ 
which is the peculiar Privjtcge of this Houfe, Then how 
dofs the Cjife (land. Sir? Hi* Majcily, in bis Speech from 
the Throne^ acquainted u», that he would order the proper 
Estimates for tiie Service of the current Yejf to be laii 
before m. A Service h undertaken of which no ElTimate 
an property be made, and he fends to acquaint the Com- 
mons fingiy* that he hopes, from their kuown Zeal, that 
they will enable him to carry on the ftme in the tnott effec- 
tual manner. Now, Sir, by what I mideubnd from the 
p p 2 Hon* 
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Anno I J, Geo Homrarable Gentleman who fpokelaft^ he apprehends that- 
^^' '73P- the Purport of this Meflfage ought either to have been con- 
t^^/''^^ tained in the Speech itfelf, or delivered frona the Throne 
when his Majefty came to the Houfe of Lords, or comma- 
nicatcd by way of Meflage to both Houfes. 

' I believe. Sir, I may venture to fay that the Pabltc ii 
fufiiciently apprizedthat the Meafures his Majefty mentions 
he has under Cpnfideration, are -for diflrefling the -Enemy in 
America, by an Expedition, the Particulars of which it 
would be highly imprudent to communicate: But if an Efli- 
mate. Sir, had been made of the Expences which every 
Branch of this Service requires, the Particulars mad have 
been known, not only to ourfelves, but* our Enemies, and 
therefore they might have had Time and Opportunity to 
defeat the whole Exj^dition. Betides, Sir, Gentlemen 
can*t fay, but that a great many particular Services required 
V Jtt this Expedition,- have been refolved upon fincc the Be- 
ginning of the Seilion. From thefe Reafons it appears, that 
his Majeily, or they who advife him, could not have laid 
this Eilimatc with the other Eilimates before this Hoafe. 

* The other Expedient propofed by the Honourable Gen- 
tleman, I mean that of communicating it from the Throne, 
was equally impradlicable confidently with the Rights of 
this Houfe. I have already. Sir, considered how this Pro- >'- 
' ceeding would have looked, and, I think, I have proved, 
that it would have been rf-diredl Violation of our Rights as 
a Houfe. I ihall only add. Sir, to what I have already faid, 
that his Majefty, in his Speech from the Throne, inarmed 
both Houfes, that the Services of the current Year would be 
various and extenfive, and inevitably attended with great 
Expences and fome Inconveniencies. He was Jikewi/e 
pleafed to inform us, that he intended the Enemy (honld be 
diftreffed and annoyed. in their moft fenfible Parts, This, 
Sir, was all that the other Houfe could expe^ ; and \f thofe 
Services, by being fo extenfive, call for a further Supply than 
what is (comprehended in the Eftimate, to whom could his 
Majefty fo properly apply as to this Houf^? 

The third Expedient, that at communicating this Meflage 
In writing to both Houfes at the fame Time, would perhaps, 
have been a more abfurd way of Proceeding than any of the 
> other two ; for it muft either have been in the fame Words 
or in others. Had it been in the fame, it was a dired 
Violation of our Rights. This, I believe, is what the 
Honourable Gentleman himfelf will not difpute ; and Sir, 
I will give up the Caufe, if the Honourable Gentleman, or 
^ny of his Friends, can frame a MefT^ge in other Words to 
l^^fwer the fame Purpofes. All that his Majeftyy Sir, could 
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have faid, by way ofMcffage to the other Houfe, was. Anno 13, Gea 
' My Lord3, I have certain Meafures under my Confideration ^^ 17)9- 
whkk I hope will merit your Approbation. He could L/^"VXi^ 
not. Sir, with any manner of Propriety, have mentioned a 
iingle VVord to the other Houfp alont of Eilimates of Sup- 
plys. and what this MeiTage contains befides is nothing at 
* all, or at lead no more, than what he deliver*d from the 
Throne^ in the Beginning of the Sefiion. 

/ B{it^ Sir, to put the Abfurdity of fuppofing, that the 
Lords ca;Q have any Reafon to be difTatisfied with this Mef- 
fage, being addreded to us iingly, beyond all Difputey I 
muft put Gentlemen in Mind that it is the Prerogative, it is 
the Duty of the Crown, without confulting either Houfe of 
Parliament, to put in Execution fuch Meafures as may 
moil efie&ually diflrefs and annoy the Enemy. This Power, 
Sir, is lodg'd in the Crown in Time of War ; it has never 
yet been difputed by the moft jealous Oppofers of the 
Court; fo that, Sir, the Lords can have no (hadow for 
complaining, that his Majefty has not beforehand fubmitted 
his Meafures to their Deliberation. If they complain, Sir, 
icmtiil be beciufe his Majelty has not afked their Concur- 
xence in granting the Supplies that are neceflkry for car- 
rying on thefe Meafures, a Pradlice, Sir, which, I hope, 
never will prevail in this Kingdom. 

* The prefent, Sir, is a critical Time : The Eyes of all 
Europe are fixed upon our Deliberations ; and, Sir, I am 
forry to hear ^any thing thrown in here to break that 
Unaminity, which is the Soul and the Life of Councils. 
We ought ior confider, Sir, that in a numerous Affembiy, * 
fuch as this,^Gentlemen cannot exped that every thing 
they fay, fhould be long a Secret ; and. Sir, if the Lords 
ihould think, from what has been this Day (aid, that they 
will meet with a Party amongil.ourfelves ready to give up 
a Point, that they have fo long and fo ineffedually laboured, 
who can fay what may.be the Confequences ? At Home, 
' Sir, I am Aire the Conditution mull feel the worfl EfTcds 
ifrom fuch an Alteration, and^ nothing, could give, Sir, our 
Enemies Abroad fo much Joy, or our Friends fo much 
Concern. 

« The. Honourable Gentleman, Sir, faid fomewhat about 
. this Houfe being reduced to depend upon one of their one 
IM amber ; but as I cannot ucderiland what he meant, it is 
enough for me. Sir, to take notice that I know of no 
Depcndance which this Houfe has upon any Body. Gentle- 
men, I do not doubt, wou*d be very glad to fee it depen- 
dciii upon themfelves ; but, I hope, we never fhall know 
::ny but a confUtutlonal Dependency ; and that, I hope, 

wc . 
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Anno i;,<ieo we (hall always know. Mean Time, Sir, I «an't bclp 
^^S^ thinking it an ,odd way of arguing, for Gentlemai, k 

^^T^KJ one Breach, to cry out againft the exceffive PoWcr of this 
Hocfe, and the next, to beWail its Dependency upon om 
Peribn. I fhall add no more, Sir, but to wilk tkat Gen^ 
men would fo unitnimoufly agree to this juft and neceffiuj 
Demand of his Majefty, as to leave bo room for the Ene- 
mies of the Nation to hope that this Houfe, or any KI«b* 
hers of it, wou'd^wiih, by an ill-tim*d Jeaidufy, or Fruga- 
Kty , to diftrefs his Majelly*s Meafures.* 

* Arthur Onflow Efq; 
Sin, 

Arthur On- * I think myieTf obligM to rife op on this Occafion, whet 
ilowy £iq» fomewhat has been thrown out that feems levelled agaidft 
the great and mod important Right of this Honfe, tkatlof 
granting Money. It is a Right, Sir, that never ought 
to come into doubt ; it is a Right which we cannot part 
with the fole Exercife of, without giving up our owa 
Power, without betraying the Liberties of our Conftitoents, 
In my Opinion, Sir, this Meflage is drawn up with a juft 
Regard to that Right, and had it not come in this man- 
ner, it would have been irregular; nay, I will go fo hr as 
toTay, Sir, that had another^ Houfe been applyM to for this 
Money, tho' I havl the greateft Regard for his Majefty*! 
Service^ tho* I have the greatell Opinion of the Jnftite and 
NecelTity of this Demand, yet J, had not^another Member 
of the Houfe fecondcd me, would have opposed it. 

< I cannot iit down, Sir, without (h>ing Juftice to the 
Honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft fave one, by 
declaring, that ever fince I had the^Henoor to fit in this 
Houfe, or to know any thing- of Gentiemen^s Sentiments, 
I never knew any Gentleman more attached to the Rijghts 
and Privileges of this 'Houfe ; I always heard him opon 
that Subjed with a» much Pleafure as ever I heard any 
Gentleman in my Life ; and I will fay farther* Sir, that, 
I believe, no Gentleman has jufter Sentiments of oar Con- 
Httution than that Gentleman has, or can defend it ,wit^ 
more Zeal and Abilities. If the Honourable Gentleman, 
therefore, threw out any thing upon this < Head that 
ft'em'd to glance at the (ble Power, which I hope, this 
Houfe ihall affert of granting Money, it was only from 
his Zeal, left the other Houfe might take Occafion firom 
a Teeming Negle£l to raife Objedions that might embarafs 

his 
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\ii Majcdy^s Mea(ures at this impoftmt Junduie. ButA^noi^^Cea 
I am p^rAiaded, Sir, from the Experience we have always^ U. 1759. 
Ibsui of the Moderation and Equity of that augull Affembly, Vv^^'X-i^ 
tliat we have nothing of chat kind to fear.* 

Ordered » Nemine contradicente, That the ikid MefTage be 
leferred to the Committee on the Supply. 

The i^tb. Read a third time, and paifed the Bill for the 
mere efFe^iu^ preventing the Abufes and Frauds of Perfons ^ 
employed in the working up the Wocllen* Linnen, Fuftian, 
Couon, and Iron Mamifedlures of this Kingdom. Ordered 
k to the Lords. 

Ordered, That an Account be laid before this Hcufe, of 
what Money has been applied from Michaelmas 1730, to. 
thttTime, towards paying any Taxes oil the Salaries of the 
Commiffionersy and other Officers of the Admiralty, Navy, 
Treaftiry of the Navy, and Viftuanitig Offices, out of what 
Fund, and by what Authority, diHinguilhing each Office, 
am! each Year. 

Ordered, That an Account be laid before this Houfeof impuefks^^Ao 
wK«t Impreits for the Contingencies of the Admiralty, count of Cor- 
Navy, Treafury of the Navy, and Vidualling- Offices arc^^^JJ^^^' 
net cleared at the NavyOfBce, with an Account of what ty &c. order- 
Direftions have been given for clearing the fame. - ed*in. 

Til© 14th. Read a firH: time, a Bill for further and more 
tffiidually preventing the wtifol and malicious Deftrudlioa 
©♦ Collieries and Coal- Works. 

Agreed to the Report of Yefterday*s Rcfolutions on the 
Supply, viz. 

RefelHred, That 200,000!. be granted on Account, to- 
wardff enabling his Majefty to profecute, in the moll efFcftual 
BMoner, the War in which he is engaged. 

That 9477I. 138. id. be gtoitea for defraying fevcral 
extraordinary Expeiices and Services incarred, 1739; and 
BOl ppovidM for by P^liament. 

Received a Petition from the Silk- Weavers, Throwftew, 
Jrc, praying that the Duty upon China Raw-Sflk, might be; 
nadee^l to the Duty upon aH Ifaliaii Raw-Silk, and fetting 
fbrth the many Advantages which would accrue to this 
Siog^m thereby *. 

Referred to a Committee of the whole Houfe. 

Tke i{th. Read a firH time, a Bill for amending and 
enforcing the Laws relating to Rogues, Vagabonds^ and 

other 

• Tbiprefint Dutji m thi halian Bow Silk^ is\s. i^d, and 
one Tenth of a Fenny per great Pound. And that on China 
Raw SiU^ is 3/» 9^/. and 45 c/" 1 00 Parts of i / per great 
Pound. 
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Annoi3,Ge<x Other idle and diforderly Perfons, and for redacing the faipc 
1 iJ^4J2£' ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ °^ Parliament ; and alfo for amending the 
^•^y^m^ Laws for ereding, providing, and regulating Hbufes of Cor- 
redion. 

Read a fecond time, the Bill to redrain and prevent the - 
exceflive Increafe of Horfe-Rrxes. 

Ordered, That the Report from the Committee, who 
were appointed to confider how far the Privilege of this 
Hoafe Ought to be "allowed to fuch Members of this Hoafe 
as fhall be abfent in Fbreign Parts during the Sitting of 
Parliament, be recommitted ; on a Diviilon, Ayes 77, 
Noes 73.' 

The 1 8th. Received feveral Accounts from the Navy, 
Admiralty, and Vidlualling Offices, of what Monies had 
been paid away for the laft feven Years. 

Read a firfl Time a Bill for Naturalizing Amalie Sophie 

de Wallmoden. 

2oo,'>ool. Agreed to the Report of laft Friday's Refolution in a 

t£"growing ^®"^'°*"^® °° ^^y^ *"^ Means, viz. Refolved, Thatto- 

Pfttduceof tbe^^i'^s ^^'^"g ^^^ Supply, his Majefty be enal>led to liTue 

ticking Fund, and apply the furthe4^ Sum of 200,000 /. out of the growing 

Produce of the SurplufTes, ExcefTes. or Overplus Monies 

commonly called the Sinking Fund. 

Ordered, That it be an Inflruftion to the Gentlemen, 
who are appointed to prepare and bring in a Bill upon the 
Refolution reported, upon the fith Inftant, that they do 
prepare a Claufe or Claufes to be ioferted ia the ikid Bill, 
panuant to this Refolution. 

Read a firft Time a Bill for the more eafy and efiedloal 
Recovery of fmall Debts. 

Read a firft time a Bill to give further Powers to the 
Commiflioners for building Weftminfter- Bridge, and to 
enable them to rAife a further Sum of Money towards 
fitiifhing the faid Bridge ; and to perform other Trufis 
repofed in them. 

Ordered a new Writ to be ifliied out for eleding a 
Member for the Borough of Devizes in Wilts, in the room 
of Sir Jofeph Eyles Knight. 

Read a firft time a Bill to explain and amend an AEL 9. 
Q^ Anne, for fecuring the Freedom of Parliaments, by the 
further (Qualifying the Members to fit in the Houfe of Com- 
mons. 

Received a Petition from the Juftices of Wefiminfter, 
fetting forth the Infufficiency of the Laws in being, &r 
fettling the Prices of Coals, or preventing Combinations, 

/ . - Received 
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Received a Petition fruin the Jufticcs ofWeftmioiieT, fet- 
ting forth the Ii^fuffidcTicjr of the prcfent Laws injbcirig, for 
obliging the Scavengers to cleaRfe the Streets, that thdy 
liiivc no Power to remove the Nufiitices and Obilruflbns in 
the Screetf and can proceed only by Indi£ltnent| which li 
very dilatory and ex pen five, and no Provirion made for 
defraying the Charges, &c, &c. And thereupon praying 
Kelkf, 

Both Petitions were Ordered to lie upon the Table. 

The 19th. Read a hrft Time a Bill for granting to his 
Majefly the Sura of One Million, Two hundred Tiioufend 
Pouads, cut of the Sinking Fund, and the growtng Produce 
thereof. 

Read a ftrft Time a Bill for the better Prefervaiion of the 
Salmon and Trout Fifheries within this Xiogdom. 

Agreed to the Amendments made by the Lords to tbe 
Bill for Naturalizing fuch Foreign Proteftants, as are fet- 
iled^ or fliall fettle in any of his Majefty*s Colonies in 
America. 

Rejected, (upon the fecond reading) the Bill for Re- Bill for Re- 
giftring all Seamen, Watermen, Fifhermen, Lightermen, giftring Sea^ 
&c. &:c. without a Dmfion*. ^'*^ ^^J*=^*^' 

Refolved, That tbia Houfe will, upon Monday Morning 
next, refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfc, 
to confider of Heads of a Bill for the further and better 
Encouragement of Seamen to enter voluntarily into hU 
Maje%*s Service. 

Read a fecond Time the Bill for granting One Million 
Two Hundred Thoufand Pounds, out of the Sinking Fund. 

A Motion was made, and the Qucftion being put, that j^j^.^^^ ^^ 
a new Writ be iffued out for eleair>g a Burgefs to fervc in Mr. Corbet's 
this prefent Parliament for the Borough gtSaltafti in Corn- having 3C- 
wal!, in the room of Thomas Corbet, Efq^ who hath ^^^^"^^ ^ 
accepted a Salary of 200 !. per Annam as Secretary to the 
Court of AiiftanE3 for tKc Relief of poor Widows of Sea 
OiHcersj tt paffed in the Negative, Ayes \^i^ Noes 223, 

A Motion was raade^ and the Qaeilion being put, That And on a Mo- 
a CommitEce be appointed to enquire what new Offices or ^''^i^ for t^n 
Places of Profit have been created orereaed fmce the 25 th ]J",'J' offices''*' 
of O^oher, in 1705; and alfo whether there are any ^ave been 
greater Number of Coramidioncra made or coniiiijted for «?rc^edim|c 
the Execution of fuch refpedive O^cc; Itpafled in the Ne- ^l^S- 
gative Ayes 154^ Noes 169. 

Vol. VL Q q The 

• Ey ihat Bi/If if a Seaman^ l^c. timo^jed from a artain 
Btfirid^ ifi /jifit/d h ditmd a DtJifUr^ and hi funtfo'd ae- 
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Anno n, Geo The 21ft. Ordered, That the Call of the Houfe b 
^Jj^TiP- adjourned to this Day Month. 

^yy^m^ And then, The Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to his 
late Majefty, in the 31ft of March 1715, that his ikid 
Majefly would be pleated to diredl, that all Powers, Inftrac- 
tions. Memorials, Letters, and Papers, relating to the then 
bre Negotiations of Peace and Commerce, and to the Cef- 
fation ot Arms, might be laid before that Houfe, was read. 
* As aifo. The Journal of the Houfe of the 9th of April 
following, in relation to the Appointment of a Committee 
of Secrefy, to wiiom the faid Powers, Inftrudlions, Memo- 
rialF, Letters, and Papers, then prefenied to the Houfe, were 
referred. 

•And likewifc. His late Majefty 's moft gracibcis Speech to 
both Houfes of Parliament, relating to the Concliifion of 
the War, and the Attempts to defeat the Proteftant Suc- 
ceflion ; together with the Addrefs of the Houfe of Com- 
mons to his faid Majefty thereupon, contained in the 

retiteo th J^"*""^^ ^^ ^^^^ Houfe, of the 23d and 24th Days of 

Motion for ^ ^^'ch 17,4. after which 

l«iiS to t^e" William Pulieney Efq; ftood up and fpoke as follows: 
Convention. g j ^ 

Sy^^^H* * ?°"^ ^' ^^^ ^^"g^ ^^^ °^ arbitrary Power, it it 
' ^^'^ certain, the Sovereign of thefe !fcingdoms is in a mort 
happy and fecure Condition, than any abfolute Sovereign 
upon Earth; becaufe, by our Conftitution, and as long as 
it has its due EiFefl, neither the Difconcents nor the Re- 
fentment of the People, can ever affeft the Throne : Jn 
abfolute, as well as Imiited Monarchies, it is not only the 
Duty, but the Buiinefs of the Sovereign to prefer ve the 
Aftedions and Efteem' olf his Subjeds ; becaule upon this 
alone his Security and Power mufl: neceflarily depend. I 
know, Sir, that in abfolute Monarchies, fupported by 
Standing Armies, the Security and Power of the Sovereign 
cepends upon the Army, not upon the People ; but, in 
fuch Governments, the People are not propePly Subjects: 
Tliey are the mere Saves of the Sovereign and Ks Army ; 
and are in the fame State with the ViHani ih ocir antient 
ConftitJtion, who were neither allowed to have Arms, nor 
to know the Ufe of Arms. In fiich Governments diere- 
^fore, the Gentlemen of the Army, and they alone, arc 
. properly to be called Subjedls;. and upon their Afie^iont 
and Eiieem, the Security and Power of the Sovereign inuft 
depend ; for when a Djfcontent among them becomes ge- 
neral and violent, they mutiny, and fuch Mutinies, as we 
may learn fi:om the Hiftories of all Ages^ are generally 

ifatal 
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fatal to the Sovereign as well as his Minifters, without ApTwrj^Ccp. 

making any Diftindion between the Innocent and Guilty. ^^^^Uv 

This is a Danger which an abfolute Sovereign mufl always ^^^v^W 

lie expofed to, and the Misfortune is, that, as none but 

the Tools of.Mijiillers and Favourites .ar« ufually allowed 

io approach the Tiirone, the King knows nothing of the 

Diicontents of his Subjtds, till he hears of their having 

thrown aiide their Allegiance. Then, both his Security 

and Power mull depend upon the Succeiis of his Arms; 

and neither can be re-diabiiihed, but by the Death of a 

great Number of his Subjedts. 

*.Froro hence. Sir, it is evident, that the Sovereign of 
thefe iCingdoms muft alw;^ys be in greater Security than 
any aj^olute Monarch : By the Conilltucion of our Govern- 
ment, while it is preferred entire, the King can do no 
wrong. If .any weak or wicked Meafures are purfued, 
his MiniHers only are to bear the .Blame. The King can 
never ivffcr by fuch Meafures, either in his Perlon, or 
Royal JDignity, unlefs he fets himfcif up as the Screen of 
his Miniiters, and as a Buckler for defending them againd 
the public Juilice of the Nation, which he never can do 
whilil our Conflitution is preferved. Whilil our Parliaments 
are allowed to iit, and to be free and independent, they 
never will allow their Sovereign to take upon himfelf the 
Blame of his MiniHers, nor iviil they allow Difcontents to 
grow general amongll his Subjefts. When Difcontents 
begin to grow general, there mult have been fome Fault 
in the Adminillration, or the People mull have been miflakeii 
and milled. If the latter of thefe ^the Cafe, an impartial 
and Arid Enquiry, by a free and independent Parliament^ 
will fcftify the Miftakes of the People, and dired their 
Refentmeot againft thofe that led them into an Error And 
when the Difcontents of the People procccjd, as xhey gene- 
rally do, from any real VVeaknefs or Wickednefs in the 
AdmioiUration of our public Affairs, an ^Enquiry of this 
. -Nature will point out to the People, the Miniliers ihat 
have difobliged them, and to the Crown, the Servants that 
have betrayed it.' A free and independent Parliament will 
Aot only Ceil the King that the People are difpleafed witk 
tH^e Condud of his Miniilers, but it will diftinguifh between 
the Innocent and Guilty. The latter it will tear from be- 
hind the Throne, where fuch Minilters always endeavour 
to take Refuge, and thus, by clearing the Throne of 
Guilt, it will reconcile the Hearts of the People to their 
Sovereign. 

* In this, Sir, the fuperior Happinefs and Security of 

the Sovereign «f thefe Kingdoms coniiils, and from this 

Q q 2 v.c 
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Anno 1 3, Geo we may fee the Duty that every Gentleman, as a Member 
1^7^- ^ of this Houfe, owes to his King as well as his Country. 
'.When any Gentleman of -this Hoiife becomes fenfible of 
Complaints, Clamours, or Difcontents among the People of 
that Part of the Kingdom he reprefents ; and that thofe 
Complaints, Clamours, or Difcontents, are growing genera), 
he i%t in Duty to hi» Sovereign, as well as his Coontryy 
obliged to move for an Enquiry into that Part of the Con- 
duGi, of our Adminiftration which occafioned them ; and 
every Gentleman, who thinks there are any fucb,'is obliged' 
•to join with him in the Mption, even tho* he fhoald think 
that there is no real Ground for fuch Complaint, Clamour, 
or Difcontent ; becaufe, in Duty to our Sovereign, we are 
obliged to inform him of every Difcontent that ariies in 
any Part of the Kingdom, and, in Daty to the People, we 
are obliged to give them Satisfadion ; by punifliing the 
Guilty, if the Difcontent fhould, upon Enquiry, appear to 
be well grounded ; by convincing them of their Error, if it 
fhould be found they have been deceived. This, Sir, is our 
Duty. Upon the Performance of this Duty, the fuperior 
Security of the Sovereign of thefe Kingdoms depends, and 
therefore tvtry Gentleman of this Houfe will certainly 
perform his Duty in this refped, unlefs he be more attached 
to the^Security of the King's Miniller, than to the Security 
of the King himfelf. In abfolute Monarchies the Sovereign 
can expert no fuch Security, becaufe, no Man can, in fuch 
Governments, come into any of the King's. Cooncils, but 
fuch as are recommended by the King's firil MiniHer, if the 
King be weak enqugh U> have fuch a one ; but as .no Gen- 
tleman, I hope, comes here by the Recommendation of any 
Minidcr whatever, in this Houfe his Majedy may always, I 
hope, depend upon an honeft and &ir Information. 

* This being the Duty we owe both to our King and 
Country,.! mult defire, that every Gentleman would confi- 
der, what is faid among the People, of our late Convention 
with Spain, and the Negotiations by which we werd brought 
into that di(honourable and ridiculous Treaty. Is not that 
Treaty condemned by every Man in the Nation that dares 
fpeak his Mind ? Did it not, as foon as it was publiihed, 
raife a moil general Clamour in every Part of the King- 
dom ? Thefe Difcontents at prefent lie fmothering nnder 
the Hopes of a fuccefsful War, but they are fkr from being 
removed or extingaiihed. The People arc flill convinced, 
that the Treaty was a mod deflru£tive and diihononrable 
Meafure : That the Honour of the Nation was negotiated 
flway, the juft Claims of our plundered Merchants given 
up, the South Sea Company abandoned* and the Fcecdom of 
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ourTraik and Navigation kft in a iboA precarious Situuiort ; Anr^o i;, Gtm 
and all for the fake of furnifhtng Tome Genikmen with an ^^^ ^719* 
Excufe, for not having made the proper Ufe of ihofc war- W^V^N*^ 
like Preparactans^ which had been made at a great Expetvce 
CO the Na^don. This, Sir, is the way of chinking arnonglL 
a great P^rt of the People, and whiJil we thiok io^ can we 
fgppofe, they will be fatisfied, or that chey will forgive thof# 
who kd the Nation into fuch deflruilive Meafure^^ Thefe 
Dlfcontents do not as yet, I hope, afFcft the Throne; butjf 
we do not lake care to remove them, they may, they proba- 
bly will ; and we can remove them no other way, but by a 
Arid and impartial Enquiry into the Meafures that occa* 
fiooed them. Whether thofe Meafures were wrong, whether 
the Di (content 8 of the People were weU or ill grounded, 
fignifies nothing : It is fiifficient CauCe for an Enquiry, that 
there ara fuch Difcontents among the Peoples and that 
there are^ I believe, no Gentleman will deny. Jf they are 
well founded, we are bound, in Ducy to our Country, to 
ptiniih thofe that occijfioned them, or at leaft to remove 
ihetn^ from oar public Councils : We are, in Duty to our 
Sovereign, obliged to remove weak or wicked Counfellors 
from about the Throne^ and to Ihew the People chat his 
Majefty is not to be blamed. If theie Difcontents arc 
without Foundation ; if there was no Weaknefi nor Wick* 
cdncfs in our Jate peaceable Negotiations, nor in the Con- 
vention, which wis the llTue of them , and which, I think, 
was the perfect Picture of it^ Parent, we fhall be able, by an 
Enquiry, to convince the People of their Mifiake^ which 
will be of great Advantage to us in the Profecution of the 
War ; becaufe the People will pay their Taxes with Plea- 
fure, when they confiderchat the public Money is under the 
Alajiagement of thofc who know how to apply it, and cer- 
tainly wilt apply itj to the bcft Advaniage ; and our ArmicSp 
both by Sea and Land, will a^ with Courage and Alacrity, 
when they have a ConEdence in the Wifdom and Skill of 
thofe that condud them- 

• For this Reafon, Sir, if we have any Regard to oor 
Sovereign, or to the Succefs of his Arms, which are now 
employed, and will, 1 hope, be vigorouily employed, in 
vindicating the Honour and the Rights of the Nation, %e 
ought to enquire into that Pan> at leall, of our late Con- 
du£l, which relates to the Convention with Spain ; and 
therefore, I fhall conclude with a Motion for having all 
the Papers relating to that Negotiidon laid before the Houfe, 
Thi» Motion h founded upon a very famous Precedent. 
which has been jull read to you ; and when thofe Papers 
jiie hhl hcfoie the Kouf^?; I ihall thciSj in purfuancc of the 
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Anno i;, Geo (ame Precedent, move for having them referred to 2 Com- 
^ *73P- mittee of Sccrefy ; which, I think myfelf now obliged to 

K^^Y^^ give Notice of, in order to obviate the Objedion ufual^ 
made againft our addrefling to have fucb Papers laid befow 
us. As the Enquiry I thus intend to move for, is founded 
upon (• late a Precedent, and a Precedent too in which an 
Honoorable Gentleman near me had a very great Concern: 
As he was fo zealous for enquiring into oar peaceable Nego- 
tiations upon that Occafion, I hope he will not be againft 
fuch an Enquiry upon this ; and really, if I were deemed 
worthy of giving^ him any Advice, I (hould advife him to 
be for having the Enquiry carried on in the mofl ilri£l man- 
ner, and by a Committee of Gentlemen who can be noway 
fufpeded of a Dependency upon, or a Pariiality for any of 
thofe that were concerned in the negotiating of that Treaty. 
He has often told us, that not only the Treaty itfelf, but 
every Step towards concluding it, may be juftified, and 
fhewn to have been the mod wife and prudent Meafure the 
Nation could, at that Time,^ purfue ; dnd,' upon fuch Occa- 
sions, he has always arrogated to himfelf the fole Honour 
of that Meafure; As to the Wifdom and Prudence of the 
Meafure, he mud be fenfible that a great Part of the Na- 
tion diiFer in Opinion from him. He muil know, tfaat.not 
only the Treaty, but the Negotiations which end«l in that 
Treaty, or rather in the War which was the natural Cosfe- 
qutoce of it, for the Treaty itfelf was rather the Beginning, 
than the End of a Negotiation : I fay, he n^nd know, 
that both the Treaty and the previous Negotiations were, 
and are ftill, condemned by a great Part of the Nation ; and 
therefore, if he was the fole Author and Advifer, in order 
to vindicate his Chara£ler, he muft be for a firi6l and im- 
partial Enquiry ; becaufe this is the only way of refuting 
the Objections made to his Condudl. 

* But, Sir, as I always had, and have ftill a bad Opinion 
of the Treaty, as well as the previous Negotiations, 1 am 
willing to fuppofe, the Honourable Gentleman was not the 
fole Author and Advifer of either; and, by the Nature of 
"his Office, he could not be the Conductor ; He west very 
far out of hii Province, if he bad any thing more to do, 
either with the Treaty or the Negotiations that preceded it, 
than fimply giving his Opinion, as one of his Majeily's 
Cabinet Council ; for, I hope, his Majefty*s Cabinet Coun- 
cil does not coiifift folely in his Perfon; and therefore, I 
think, it is is very much his Intereft to have tha^Afiair 
ilridtly and impartially enquired into, in order to convince 
the World, chat he had not near fp great a Hand in it, as 
he is now generaliy fuppofed to have- had. Thuii Sir, let' 
V the 
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tkt Hononrabk Gendeman near me cotifidtr fht Cbuven 
tion Jn what Ltghi he ivill, let him confidcr ic as a good 
Thing in which he had the Honour of being th£ chief Per- 
fon concerned ; let him coofidcr ic as a bad Thing in whicb 
he had no more Concern than whai beloRged to him, ic is 
hislnierel to have the AWau etiquired intoj and^ coniider- 
mg the general Rq>roach it has occafioned, i have fhewn thitt 
it is his DiHy; fo that I cannot but expe€t his Concurrence 
in the Motion I am to make. I can concetve no Reafon for 
hi* being againft it, unlefs he be not on\y confcious that the 
Convention was a very wicked Treaty, buc alfo that he 
vvajf, contrary to the Nature of his Office^ and inconfifleEcfy 
wilh the ConftitutJori of our Government, ^he chief Con- 
duSor^ as well as the fole Advifer of it. 

' 1 hope^ Sir, the Houfe will pardon me, for taking up 
your Time with flitiwing fo particularly my Reafons why 
the Honourmbfe Gentleman near me fhould concur with me 
in the Motion I am to make* My Reafon for dctng fo may 
beeafily gueffed m, and, as for the other Gentlemen now ja 
Ihis Houfe, who may have had forae Share in thofc Nego* 
tjations, or in advifing that Treaty, if there are any fuch* 
I am fure they ought, fbt* the fake of their own Chjirafters^ 
to promote an Enquiry into that Affair, if they rcaliy think 
it will bear being c^ramined. As for my own Part, I ihM 
freely own* that, in my Opinion, both the Treaty itfejf, and 
I hej Negotiations that preceded It, defer ve to be, and, I bc- 
lieve^ upon a (bi€t Examination, will be as explicitly con- 
demned by Parliament, as they have already been by the 
Nation. The Treaty of Un^cht, confidering the Succcf* 
cf our Arms, was a bad Treaty : Our iiril Negotiations 
which afterwards produced that Treaty, were fcand^ifous and 
dtihonourable, becaufe they were Separate and diftinft from 
our Allies in the War; but when thia Treaty, and thcfe 
Negotiations, are compared with our late Negotiations in 
Spain, and the Conveniion that was the Confequcnce of 
them, if the Authors and Advifera of the latter efcape Pa* 
nifhment, the Aothors and Advjf;rs of t^e former defervc 
our Thiinks. Therefore, if the Wesknefs or VVickcdnefs 
ef any Treaty or Negotiation, can be a Realbn for a parlia- 
mentary Enquiry, we have more Reafon to en^^uire into our 
late Convention and Negotiations with Spain^ than we had 
to cn^a ire into the Treaty of Utrecht. The latter wa$ very 
fer from having raifed a general Difcontent ; k was, ic [3 
true, condemned by moft of the U^n of fuperior Know- 
ledge and Senfc in the Nation, bnt it was approved by fuch 
as donottonjlderthe remote Confcqaences of Thing? ; and^ ^ 
if wc iHcrodc the Populace, I may fay, it was approved by 3 

Majority 
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Anno I}, Geo Majbrity of the Nation. Whereas our late Convention 
II. 17 5p. ^jjjj Spain was not, I am convinced, approved by any Man 
'^^^ of Senfe in the Nation, except thofe only who wcregorcrn- 
ed by private and felfilh Motives of their own ; and the 
Diflionour and Diiadvantage of it were fo apparent^ that it 
was exclaimed againfl by all Ranks and Degrees of Men. 

< I hope. Sir, it will not be urged againft my Motion, 
that the Convention was approved of by Parliament ; for 
fuppofe it had been approved of in the moft plain and 
exprefs Terms in the lalb Seflion of Parliament, it can 
be no Argument againA enquiring into it, or condemning 
it in this. The Treaty of Utrecht had been approved 
of in the n\ofl exprefs Terms by the very next pre- 
ceeding Seflion of Parliament, and yet, we find, it was 
enquired into, and not only exprefly condemned, but the 
Authors and Advifers of it punifhed, in what I may pro- 
perly call the very next enfuing Seflion. But the Con- 
vention was fo far from being exprefly approved in laft 
Seflion, that it was with great Difliculty» and by a (mall 
Majority, it met with any Sort of Approbation. Nay, I 
am convinced, if the Argument had then refled upon the 
fingle Merits of the Treaty, it would have met with an 
exprefs Condemnation. But as Peace is a deflrable Thing, 
and as Gentlemen were afraid, that by condemning the 
Convention they would prevent the Conclufion of that 
Treaty of Peace they were made to hope for, and might 
thereby involve the Nation in a War, therefore, to avoid 
the Imputation of being the Authors of a War, they were 
againft condemning the Treaty in Parliament, tho' they 
xoM not but condemn in it in their Hearth. This, I 
verily believe, was the way of thinking with many Gentle- 
men who voted for the Addrefs then propofed ; and as thofe 
Gentlemen are now free from fuch Fears, as they may now 
confider the Convention, and give their Sentiments of it 
freely, and upon its own Merits, I have Reafon to hope, 
they will not only join with me in moving for the Papers 
relating, to it, but alfo in moving for having thofe Papert 
referred to a Committee of Secrefy ; for if the Treaty 
deferved laft Year to have been condemned upon its own 
Merits, it muft now deferve more to be fo, flnce it has 
failed of producing the only good Thing thofe Gentlemen 
could expeft from it. Nay, fuch Gentlemen have, I 
think, more Reafon than others to have the Treaty en- 
quired into, and either vindicated or condemned ; becaafe 
they were laft Year induced, by falfe Hopes, and arrogant 
AfTurancesi to give a Sort of Approbation to what had 
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"feeen condemned by the Majority of" the Nstbn, and what Annoii^i 
they could tiot, in their own Confcicnccj, direflJy approve. ^ijl|?' 

' But fuppofe, Sir, there may be fome Gentlemen m this V-^T^^^* 
Houie wha did approve, and fti!l do approve of the Con- 
vent bn, at well as the Negotiations pravious to it ; and 
fuppofe* as the Hon. Gentleman near me has often faid, 
that both m:iybe fully jaltified, (urelyno Man who rhtnka 
fo can be againft our takiog the mojt proper Method for 
bringing the Nation into their Way of thinking. The 
Defij-c of bringing others into our Opinion is fo natural to 
Mankind, that no Man will refafe doing k| whenheha^t 
n proper Opportunity for that Pur pofe ; and as the Bif- 
contents of the Nation fliU run very high again II thac 
Treaty, and thofe Negotiations, I have fhewn that it h 
the Duty of every Member of this Houfc to endeavour to 
remove them, by taking the moft proper Method for fhew- 
jng the People their Miltake, and that they have no Reafbn 
to be dtllarisiied with either. Thus, if wc approveVfthe 
Convention J we ought to enquire into it : If we do not 
approve of the Convention, we ought to enquire into it ^ 
and therefore^ let Gentiemei] pretend what they will, X 
cajinoc fuppofe that my Motion will be oppof^d by any^ 
but fuch as are confcious of the Weaknefs or Wickednefs of 
that Meafufe, and are againil its being enquired into by 
Parliament, left they or their Fricndsj who had a Hand 
in that Treaty, (houid be thereby brought to fuiFer the 
Panilhment they defcrve i bat as the Number of fuch 
Gentlemen is not, I hope^ very great in this Houfc, there- 
fofe» I think, 1 may make my Motion wkh fome Confi- 
dence of Succefs ; and that there may be n© Objeflion mad» 
to the Form of it, I have drawn it up in the vtry Words of 
the fifd Motion made for enquiring into the Treaty of 
Utrecht. My Motion is. That an humble Addrefs Ihould b* 
prefcnted to his Majefly, that he would be gracioufly pleafed 
CO give Direflions to the proper Officers to Jay before the 
Houfe, all the Powers, Inftrudions, Memorials, Letters, 
mnd Papers, relating to the Convention between Great 
Britain and Spain, concluded at the Pardo, Jan. 14, 1730* 
N.S. ^ 

Sir Robcn Walpote, 
$ I a, 

' Of all the Duties incumbent upon us as Members of ^w^^?^ 
thi« Houfc, there is not one more neccf^ry than that of ^ ^* 

fuppofting his Majefty in the Profecution of the prefent 
War, and avoiding every Thing that may interrupt him, 
or any of thofe employcii by him. In that ProlecuHon. The 
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Gentlemen that wfr« concerned in advlfing and conduQmg 
our late Negotiations itvith Spain, or in concluding the laic 
Ct^nventlon, arc not, 1 am Y^ry fure, in the leaft afraid cjf 
B fair and innparnal Enquiry into that ^hole AiFair, or of 
having all Lhe Papers re la ting to it laid before this Af- 
fembly ; but if Ivich nn Enquiry were to be fet on foot, they 
would have Reafon to be afraid of an unfair antJ partial 
Enquiry into their Condudl : 1 fay, Sir, they wouM have 
Reafoi to be afiaid ; for tW ftich a Thing be inipro- 
babk, it tnMik be allowed to be pofliblei and a bare Poffibi- 
lity ist ifi fuch a Cafe, a fufficieDt Ground of Fear. Thfa 
TUMil of courle give them a good deal of Uneafiods, and ptJt 
them to an infinite deal of Trouble^ ai we may moft ratio- 
hally conclude, from the Loads of Papers we have already 
upon our Table, relating to thofe Tranfadions. Tliefe, 
and a gr est many more, the Gentlcinen concerned, and 
their Friend* J mult carefully review, for otherwifc their 
Enemies raigh;, from fome of the Papers, pick Objefliont 
to dieir Conc[y*5i, which, without exammjng other Papers, 
might appear feafible and well grounded ; from whence 
we mufl perceive, what an infinite IVouble the Gentle- 
men concerned in thofe Tranfadions mult be put lo by fuch 
an Fnquiry ; and thl^ Trouble no Gentleman can in Julticc 
refolve to put tliem to, unlefs he fufpedls, at Icaft, thetr 
halving been gmky of very great Enormities. 

' Froni thjs Confideration, Sir, which will hold good io 
all Cif^A as weU as this, we ought to lay it down for a Rule 
of our Condt^ft in thb. Houfe, never to fubjeft any Man 
to the Trouble and Danger of an Enquiry, unlefs we think, 
we have good Reafon to fufped his having been guilty of 
fomfl very great Wcaknefs, or fome real Crime, in the 
Affair he had under hts Management. This ought, 10 til 
Cafes, and at all Timej, 10 be our Rule of Cotidud ; but 
in the prefent Cifc, and at the prefent Time, we are more 
than ordinary under an Obligation to folJovv it t becaule 
we are now engaged in an expeniive War, and a War 
which may become dangeroui as well as cxpenfive ; and 
becaufe fome of thofe Gentlemen that had a Hand in advifing 
or conduding our peaceable Negotiations, are now em- 
ploytd by his MajeQy in advlfing or condui^irtg the Mea- 
fures proper to be taken for a vigorous Profecudon of the 
War ; This every one knows to be our Cafe at prcfenc, and 
without Compliment, I think, Imay%, thefe Gentlemen 
arc tlie moll proper to be employed ; becaufe they muft be 
fjippofed to be the molt fenfibly touched with the Shifb and 
Chicanes of Spaip, and the molt thoroughly acquainted 
witii the Affiirs ^nd prefent Sittiacioa of tbat NatJcm: Their 
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Rcfentment wilt prompt tliem to carry on tli« War with the Anno, r^ ( 
utmolt Vigour, and their Knowledge will iJiredl ihejij how It ^719 
to carry it on with the greateft Succefs, Therefore, of a [I l./'V^NJ 
Thing?, we ought, at prcfcnt^ to avoid cnteringupoo an En- 
quiry into their paft Conduct, unlefs we are fufly convincrd 
of their having bten guilty of fome egregious Weakncfs or 
groii Fault; and^ if none hxi thofe who think lo will jo lij 
wkh the Honourable Gentleman In his Motion, I helkvej 
it will no: meet with th^t Saccefs he feenis to e^ptft, 

• A popular Difcortent or Clarnouri when it becomeiJ 
general, and is entertained by Men of Scnfc and Figure, 
well as by the Vulgar and Ignorant, is a Misforrune, f {hn\i 
read "ly gninr. Sir, which ought never to be neg^e£led b/J 
this Hoafe* This is what will never, I believe, admit of a 
J>ifpuie amonglf u$ ; but the Djfpute generally ts, whether t 
the Dirtaiuent be general, and by what fort of Peoople it h^ 
entertained ; and, in this, moil Gentlemen w-thout DooraJ 
pafs their Judgment r-^ccording to the Company they keep,^ 
and the Pluce they chicHy refide in'; but this, I am fare, is^ 
fir from being a right way of judging within We arel 
here. Sir, the Eeprefencativci of the whole Nation : We* 
are to judge, as the Majority of the Narion ought, and may* 
be ftippofed to judge j and* as it is rmpolTible for any one^ 
Member of this Hoafcto know the particular SendmL-nts of 
every Alan in the Nation^ he muR form to hEmfelf fome^ 
other Method of judging. The only furc Method he can," 
for this Purpofe, lay down, is, toconiidcr the Affair [n Quef-"* 
tion, and to fuppofc that the Majority of the Nation, nt fe:3f 
the Majority of Men of Serfeor^Figure, are upon the right 
Side of the Queftion, To apply this Rule to the Cafe ir 
hand : We are not to foppofe, much lefs jodge, that the Ma*^ 
jority of the Nation aredifiati^iied with the late Convention^ ] 
becaufe we iind the Majority of thtife we convcrfe.with difJ] 
fatifified with it ; nor aie we to fuppofe, that the M:TJoruy of j 
the Nation are picafed with if, becaufe the M. Jority of 
tbofe we converfe with, atefo; hut, we are to confider the 
Convention itfelf, with all the Ctrcumflances attending ir, 
and, if we arc from thence convinced, that it was a good 
Thing at the Time it was made, we owght to fuppofe, that 
moll Men of Figure and Senfe in the Kingdom approve of it. 

* This ii the only Method. Sir, by whTch, as Members 
of this Houfe, we ought to judge wh%t arc the S^ntirr-eni?! f>f 
the Majority of the Nation; and according to this Method, 
1 mud fuppofe, that the Majority of the Nation neither 
were, nor are dilTatriied with the hte Convention between 
Us and Spain, becaufe, I think, they neither had, nor have 
any Reafoti to be (o. Hh Majelly was certainly in the 
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[Annoij,dro rlgliC to try alt peaceable Methods for briBglog tlic Court of 
p, 17 j^. Spain to hear Rcafpts, before he refolved on having Recoarfe 
^^V'^J to Arms; TJjis was the repeated Advice of his Parliartent; 
arid, his foupwirig thrs Advice, ihevvcd his Regard to the 
Trade apdHapptnds of his Subjedls, The Court of Spain 
had, for foB^e Vears, amafed him with Promifes, and with 
Ffoienations chat they were tofettk a)l Difpuces in an anii- 
c^bk manner j and^ the be ft way for putting thefe Protef* 
Utions to the Proof, was to bring them to fome one Pointy 
which mud neceifarily be performed in a few Months* The 
Point £xed on by his MajeAy for this Purpofe was» rhdr 
making good the Damages our Merchants had fuflaiQed, 
This they promifed, by the Convention, to do in a Ytry 
/hort time; and, if they had performed this Promife, it 
would have been a good Pkdgc for their Sincerity J n I he 
future Negotiation. If the Convention, Sir, had been a de- 
finitive Treaty: If^ by Ajch a Treaty, nothing had been ob- 
tained but ft Reparation for pafl JDamageF, without any Btl^ 
palation for future Security* I fliall grant, it would hive 
been a bad Treaty. But, as the Convene on wa3 defigncd 
only by way of preliminary, and as innnediate Repararion 
for all pail Damages waa flipulaced, in order to put the Sin* 
cerity of the Spanish Court to [he Te(!, I mull Aill think it 
was the wifefl and the bell Method we could take» for avoid- 
ing the Imputation of involving ourfelves raflily in War» 
and, at the iame time, for preventing 'm being in the Power 
of the Court of Spain to amufe us longer with empty Pro- 
mires or deceit fui Proteilations* 

• This is the only true Light, Sir, in which the Conven- 
tion can becorifidered ; and, when I confider it in this Light^ 
I cannot fuppofe, that any impartml Man of Setife in the 
Kingdom ever did, or can now find f&ull with it, or with 
the Negouatiuns that preceded it; and as I Htall alwayi 
take the Senfe of Parliament to be the Senfe of the Nation* 
that is to fay, of the Majority of thofe whofc Opinions w« 
ought to regard, this Treaty* and all the previous Negotia- 
tion.s having met with the Approbacion of Parliament, ( 
jnuH, from thence likewife, conclude that they were, and 
rtill are approved by the Majority of thofe that make any 
fort of Figure in their Country, The mere Populace, in- 
deed, in Ell Countries, are fond of War, htcmft they can 
!ofe nothivig, and fome of them generally make their Fof^ 
tunes by Wan therefore, we ought not to wonder^ if they 
ind feu It with ^VQry Meafure that h taken for avofdjng a 
War, which, tho' it be their Delight, myil be allowed to bc 
a public Calamity I and the natural Inclinations of the Po< 
^ulace in this Kingdom, W€te roamed and cnBamed by oisr 
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MercliflEtts find Seamen who had fuffered by the Spanifli De- Annof|,€co 

predationa, and who were governed by their private Re- ^^ ^iip- 

fentment, and not by any public Regard for the Good of U/'^Y^^ 

their Country i but, I hope, it will not be aJfedged, thai a 

War ought tu have been entered into, merely for the fako 

of puttiDg an End to fuch Difcontents. fiefides^ even the^e 

Difcon tents cannot now be iDMed on as a good Foundation 

|br a.n Enquiry, becaufe they are really now at an end. His 

Majeily'B E>ecIaration of War put a final Eijd to them, a» 

we have often been told, even by thofe that feem topatro- 

bize this Motion. An Enquiry » indeed^ may, nay, I am 

convinced, will revive them ; becaufe it will be imponible to 

con^rince Men who judge fo pariialfyiand, I may hy^ feff- 

ifhiy, that any Meafure for preventing the War was right, 

pr that the Advifers aiid Condu^ors of fuch Meafures ought 

not to be punifhed ; ai^d, as I cannot fuppoFe^ that this 

Hotifc will puniih Genttemen who nialli apon an Enquiry* 

be fonnd, thro' the whole Tenor of their Condufl, to have 

|iada true Regard to the Intereilof the Nation in generUf 

I mnft conclude, that the Enquiry propofed will, probably, 

end in reviving thofe ilj-grounded popubr Clamours, vnth 

|he additional Misfortune that this Hokife wHL then fhare in 

»tlie fuppofed Guift of our Mini fie rs and Negotiators. 
* Thus I have Ihewn, Sir, that a parliamentary Enquiry 
into oar tate Negotiations with Spain^ would be dangerous, 
becaufe it wooJd, probably, revive the Difcon tents and Cla- 
— jnonrg, groundlcily, in my Opinion, rsifcd againil thofe Ne- 
gotiations; That fuch an Enqtliry would be prejudicial, be- 
^ufe it would inter/ upi us in the Profecution of the War i 
and that It ought neither to be infiiled on, nor agreed to, by 
sny but thofe who are fully convinced, that the Gentlemen 
Who were concerned in advifing and carrying on ihofc Nr- 

Botiations, were guilty of great Failings and Enormities^ 
is I am none of thefe* after thanking the Honourable Gen- 
llcman for the Piece of Advice be was picafed to diredl, as 
I imagine, in particular to me, I mult beg hi^ Pardon Ibr 
pot following his CoanciK If I were the only Perfon con- 
cerned, J Ihould be very ready to take hii Advice : I fbonld 
be ready, and fliall always be reiidy to fubmit any Part of 
jny Condudl to a fair and impartial Enquiry i but, I cannot 
make fo free with the Condufl of other Gentlemen. I 
cannot give my Confent for fubje^ing them to the Trouble 
and Danger of a parliamentary Trial, when I do not think 
there h the leifl Ground for fufpefling their having been 

Jjuitty of any Fault, and mnch lefs of any Crime. By a. 
brmal Trial, the moft innocent Man muft certainly be put 
|o great Tf oubkj and he miiH always be expofed to the Dan* 
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Anno s j> Geo ger of MiHiket, Mi^spprehcnfions^ or Partialities* ob ihe 
IL ly^p. P^rt of *thofe that are to be his Judges: We have often 

Vi^Tr^t/ heard of innocent M«n*j being condemnetl ; and therefore* 
1 fliiU never think it j nil in m^ to give my Vote for cxpor 
ing a Man to that Danger, when 1 am fully convinced ol 
his Innocence. 

' ^ itb regard to the Precedent upon whkh the Honoyr- 
able Gentleman has been pleafcd to found his Mationp it ma^r . 
be a Precedent as to the Forms of Proceedings but itcaii bel 
no Precedent as to the Merits of the Cafe. Will any Gen-i 
tleman fay, chat becaufe we enquired into the Treaty of 1 
Utrecht, therefore we ought to enquire into the late Con- J 
vcntion between Spain and Us.^ Ig there any Parallel be-^ 
twcen the iwo Treacies ? Is there any ParaUel between the 
Cn'ctimllances of this Nation, or tbe Circumiianees of En 
lope, at thefe two Periods ? Is there any Parallel between 
the Perions concen;ed in negotiating thefe two Treaties fl 
Can the Convention be fiifpeded of any fuch latent Defig 
as the Treaty of Utrecht was, ilrorgly, and with great Rci-jj 
fon, fufpeded of? I am really furprizcd. Sir* to hear thfl 
the Enquiry into the Treaty of Utrecht brought as a. Prec 
dent, or an Authority, for what is now proposed p If it wai 
mentioned as a Proof, that the Parliament has a Right tol 
enquire into any Treaty or public Tranfaflion* it was quite 
needlefs to bring a Precedent or Proof for this Purpofc, be- 
caufe it is what no Man will now, thank God I deny. Bat 
if our having enquired into that Treaty was mentioned as aOj 
Argument for our enquiring jnto tliif, it is, I think, one i 
the moji inconclufive Arguments that was ever n^ade ufe i 
in any Debate, The Treuy of Utrecht was a moll d^Hio-J 
nourabie Treaty, at the End of amoit fuccefafol War: Th 
Convention was only a Preliminary, or an Attempt to pre 
vent a danger ous War, Arthc Time of the Treaty of Uij 
trccht. the CircumlbncCE of Europe were in the moll happ 
SiEuation for this Nntioni and our Enemies were» in fome 
meafure, at our Mercy, if we had not entirely confognde 
this happy State of our Affnrs, by deferting our Allies ad 
that critical Junftnrc: Whereas, at the Time of the. Jan 
Convention, the Circumilances of Europe were in no vcr|l 
happy Situation for us, and, I am furc, it cannot be faid, th 
thole we might then reafonably exped to be our Enemies, 
were in any meafureat our Mercy, The Treaty of Utrechd 
wa.3 concerted, negotiated, and concluded^ by thofe who wen 
known^ i may aim oil hy, declared Enemies to the Prou ' 
tant Bdablifhrnentf and there was a violent Sulpiirion, chat^ 
in the negociating of that Treaty, there was an undcrhan 
Plot for overturning that Eikblifljinent, and f^ltcing th| 
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Pretender upon the Throne of thde ICingdoms: Can it be aJjuqii.^Cc 
faid, ♦.hat the Ute Convention was negotiated by fuch Men? U.iy^V 
Can it be mrpefledj that any fucb Plot was carried on under K^^^ ^^ 
the Cloak of that Kegociation ? Befides thefe Differences in 
the two Treaties, and the Circumftances that attend them^ 
there was a very material Dt^erence in the Approbation 
the two have met with. The Treaty of Utrecht was, it h 
true, approved of by Parlianiert, but it wai by a new Par- 
liament, and a Parliament generally compofed of Men of a 
dilFerent Complexion^ that it enquEred into and condemned 1 
Whereas the Convention was approved of by this very Par- 
liaments anti t cannot think, it would ^dd much to the 
Credit or Dignity of Parliaments, to fee a Treaty condemned 
in one SelHon, which had been approved cf in the vsry next 
preceding Seillon of the fame Parliament, For my Part* I 
cannot lee how any Gentleman can, this SefTjon, vote foraa 
Enquiry into a Treaty, which laftSefiion he fo far approved 
cf, as to advife his Majefty to proceed upon the Footing of 
that l>eaty ; for, I hope* no Gentleman wilU after what I 
have faid, vote for enquiring into a Treaty which, he thinks, 
he has no Reafon to condemn ; and therefore, I am con- 
vmccdp r.o Gentleman will vote for this Motion, who agreed 
to the Addrcfs, lail Year, upon our taking the Treaty icto 
our Confide ration. 

* From what I have fajd^ Sir* I hope it is evident, the 
Enquiry into the Treaty of Utrecht can be no Precedent, 
or Argument, for what is now propofed. I have ofien, 
indeed, heard Precedents quoted in this Houfc^ which, I 
thought, had very little Relatioiv to the Cafe in hand ; but I 
never heard a Precedent quoted, which I thought lefs a pr&* 
ftfj than the prefent. The Enquiry into the Treaty of 
Utrecht can no more be brought as a Precedent, or an Argu- 
ment, far cnquiririg into the fate Convention, than it can be 
brought as a Precedent, or Argument, for our enquiring into 
the grand Alliance ; therefore, the Honourable Gentleman*! 
Motion mull reft entirely upon the Opinion wc have of the 
Gentlemen concerned in advifing or conducing our late 
Nrgociations with Spain, and upon the Opinion we have of 
the Fimefs of the prefent Time for fetting on foot an En- 
quiry into their Condutl. As 1 have a very good Opinion 
of the Gentlemen concerned : As, I think, there h nothing 
appears, either from the Convention , or from the Papers 
already before us, that can in the leall impeach their Con- 
dud; and as, I think, this is not a ht Time for enquiring 
into it if there did, I fhaH, therefore, be againfl the Motion* 
and, I hope, every Gentleman that thinks as I do> wiO join 
with me in putung a Negative upon it/ 
, Gwrge 
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^^^ ^ ^ , ' ^ ibinkic my D«ey to bewarmlf for this Enquiry : I 
Jon E^*^*' diiok it my Duty* not upou the Principles of a Whig, or 
of a Tory, but upon a much better Principle than eiLUer, 
g Principle of Love to my Country ^ fuperior iniiciitely to 
auy Party- Names or DiUmfUons. But I ^m not is the 
lea A furpris&ed^ that fome Gentlemen ihould be very yn- 
wlUiDg we ibould look back to the Tr a nf actions that pre- 
ceded the War: Tranladion^s, whichf for chc HoDour of 
the Nation, one ought to wifh might fink in Oblivion, if| 
while we are faiarcJngwiththeEfTcds, it was poOibk forui 
jiat to fe member the Caufe ; and, indeed^ I believe, thai 
fuch 6 Retrofpefl would be painful enough to us all ; for 
who canbeeafy, that coniiders from what a Precipice wt 
lately efcaped, and thtt thofe who drove fo near to ii, 
liave the Reins flill in their Hands ? But unpleafant as it is 
to look back, it h the proper Bufinefs of Parliament : It ii 
our Duty to Jook back, that we may know the better how 
to look forwards, that we may ynder ftand the fuU Merit of 
our Miniller*& Services, and fuit oar Expe£tatioc$ of the 
future, to our Scnfe of the paft. 

' It has been iaid, that thii Treaty, we wouM enquire into» 
lias been approved by this Parliament. Sir, 1 will be bold 
to fay, it has been condemned in Eife^ by the King him* 
felf, and by the whole Legiflature, I will be bold to iky, 
there is not one Word in his Majefty'a Declaration of War, 
not one Word in any Rcfolution, in any Addrefs^ or in 
any Adt of Parliament for iupporting the War, that b not 
direflly oppofite to the Principle upon which the Conven- 
tion was built, upon which all our MeafureSj all our Nego- 
tiations were founded^ as long as che Genius of our Ml- 
sillers prevailed ov^er the Spirit and Senfe of the Nacioa* 
Sir, thcPrincipIeof the War is to confader our Right, Not 
to be fearched, as an indubitable Uaim^ that will not ad< 
mit of any Difcuffion : The Principle of all thcfe Negotta- 
doDs* and of the Convention irfeif, was to conlider it as a 
Matter that required to be difcuiTed, and to be regulated i 
and would to God, Sir, we had gone no farther In the 
Course of thofe able Negotiations: But it is a melancholy 
Truth, which can be proved from Papers now on yoar 
IVbk, that for many Years together, there was hardly a . 
letter written by our Minifters, a Demand made by them, 
or a Plan of Accommodation propofcd, or accepced* which 
did aot evidently tead to weaken our own Right, and 
fireDf^ben our Enemy's^ by fome new loiilakGtL Conception 
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ablCj groundlcfs Prctenfions. Nay, fo Annorj^Ce©, 
late ai ir> December 17371 we contended with oar whole ^^- ^719- 
Strength, that the ReguJations laid down in the, Treaty of ^^-^''"V'^V-^ 
1 667, with regard to iearching in the Seas of Europe for 
coittrabafid Good?, fliould be deemed to extend to America^ 
and observed there, in iearching our Ships. What a Con- 
iJittOD had wc been in, how groily cntrap'd by our own 
aftonifliiog Jgnorance, if Spain had taken o,'^ at our Word, 
and allowed the Demand \ With what Grace, afre^ that, 
could we have prefumed to talk of no Search ?jBut luckily 
Ibr us, the Spanilh Midfter lerved us a great 'deal better 
thatn our own ; He was fo good to teach us, how to under- 
ftand our own 7 reaties ; and fo, st lait^ we faw our Error^ 
and fet ihe Dilpute on its proper Fcundatign. Are noc 
thefe, Matters that dderve to be look'd into a littJc more 
ciofely } U noc here, £^ll^ef^ fufiicient lo employ a iecree 
ComniLtceef 

' Sir» is it enotigb for a Minifb-y to declare themfelves 
honcil, and wife; and are we to take their Words for it, 
againll fuch tec rible Grounds ofSufpidon? Sir, I own my* 
felf very unfit to judge for Gentlemen in an Adminillration; 
but, if i could form any Judgrocnt, how they ought to 
Condufl themfelve.s 1 fhould thmk^ the throwing out daily 
Pefiances to fiod any Fault with t^hem, and then denying 
aJt Means of Enquiry , mull be very bad Policy; becaufe, 
it 11 lb hj: from looking like Fnnocence^ that it gives the 
llrongell Sufpidon of Guik, When K Charles L told the 
Commons, (who were preparing Complaints againft Buc- 
kingham] That he would not allow any of bJ3 ^ervantt to 
be quertioned in Parliament, he fpake the Language of def- 
potic Power, 3.nd fuch as this Houfe would never endure. 
But iff inilead of (peaking fo openly, he had a little foftned 
his Stile, confeffed their Right toqueftion hia Servants, but 
at the fame Time denied them the Means : If Buckingham 
himfelf had cliallenged them to examine hia Condu^, or 
the Condua of tbofe who aded by bis Jnihuflions. and 
under his Orders i and then refilled them the Sight of thofe 
Jnftruflionsj and the regular Methods, according to the 
Ufagc of Parliament, of eafamining into thofe Orders; the 
appearance, indeed, would have been fairer, but the Pro- 
ceeding itfeif would have been equally dangerous, equally 
fatal to the Rights of this Houfe, 

* Sir, that Ptrliament would not have borne it j for it 
was cot^pofed of fuch Men, aahad no Influence upon [hemp 
to abate the Spirit and Zeal with which they proceeded to 
enquire into, and puniih Ma U dm in ill radon : Such Men, 
at chcir (irit Meetings before ihey would give one Penny 
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Anno I J, Geo of Money, to fupport the King in a War with Spjuo, 
li. i73p. which had been begun at the Dcfire of Parliament, ap- 

V^/V"""^^ pointed a Committee to confider of fecret Affairs, aiMd another 
Committee for Grievances. Yoa will find them apon their 
Journals: The Mifemployment of the public Treaihre; 
and the Diihonour brought upon the Nation. Tliefe thejr 
rcfolved to enquire into before they voted any Supply, 
without apprehending any Reproach of Want of Zeal for 
the King, or the War ; but that they might know the troe 
Scate of the Nation, and carry on the War with nore 
Chearfulnefs, when Juftice was done upon thofe who had 
involved them in fo many Difficulties. The fame Par- 
liament declared, and it (lands uncontroverted yet open 
your Journals, < That common Fame is a good Groood 
• of proceeding for this Houfe, either by Enquiry, or, if 
< the Houfe find Canfe, by Impeachment.* Accordiifgly^ 
Queries were drawn up, to enquire into the Condnd of 
Buckingham, which were afterwards turned into Artkles 
of Impeachment againft him, and the King, to iave his 
Minifter, had no other Way than diiTolving that Parliament s 
for the Art of foftning them by Corruption was not in ofe 
in thofe Days. 

< Sir, 1 hope, I have not mifpent your Time in calling 
back to your Memqj-y the Proceedings of a former Houfe 
of Commons, which deferve, I think, the greateft Refped, 
and are mentioned with Reverence by the moft impartial 
Hiliorians. How Hiflory will mention oars, I wiih, we 
may think worth our Cbncem ; but how the Nation will 
judge of them now, I am fure, we ought to confider. Sir, 
if a King has loit the Efleem and the Hearts of his People, 
the Interpofition of Parliament may awaken him to a Senfe 
of his Error, and by healing Couufels, reconcile, and re- 
itore them again ; but if Parliaments themfelves ad fo as to 
lofe their own Dignity, and, by Confequence, the Efteem 
and Love of the People, who IhaH then iRterpofe. or what 
Mediator is left ? It is fuch an Evil as admits of no Re- 
medy : It is the worft Misfortune that can ever befkl a lice 
Government. 

* To have approved the Convention ; to have rcjeded a 
Motion; to have rejedled a Motion for laying before Par- 
liaments the Inflrudions of the Miniller, who oonclodcd, 
and figned that Convention ; and then to deny the Means 
of examining into thofe Negotiations, opon which Spain 
grounds thofe very PretenHons, that we are fighting now 
to deltroy, wiU certainly do us great Honoor in tift Opinion 
of thofe, who are this Year to pay Pour Millions fbrfup- 
porting the War. What they will think of ail ihii, I do 
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ni kBOw j but, 1 am apt fo believe^ rhey wl!l nevef think Anno i j, Geo, 
fcout it, without having it at tins fame Time ia their 
bodg^cs, thst tbc fame Houfe of CoEiinions has three 
rimes rcjeded the Place- Bin. 

After fe»*eral Hours Debate the Motion pa£fed m the 
*^ativc, Ayes 196. Noes 247, 

Tnc 22d. Read afecond Time a Bill for better Preferva- 
m of Salmon and Trout Fifheries. 

Read a frcond Time a Bill for Naturalizing Madam 
S^allino4eo. 

The 25th. Read 3 firft Time a Bill for panifhing Mutiny 
md Defertion, and for the better Payment of the Army 
ind their Quarters, 

Read a third Time and pa^ed the Bill for Natiirallzing 
^malie Sophie de Wallmoden. 

Read a iecond Titne a Bill for the further atid more cf- 
t^iualfy preventing the wilful and malicious Deilrudion of 
Collieries and Coal Works. 

Read a fecond Time a Bill for amending and enforcing 
the Laws relating to Ro^^ues, Vagabonds, and other idle 
dd diforderly Perfons^ and hr reducing the lame into one 
Afit of Parliament. 

Reid n fecond Time a B'U for the more eafy and eifec- 
tail Recovery of fmr^ll Debts. 

The 25:h, Read a firft Time a Bfll for making more 
fcdual the Laws now in being, fof disabling Per funs Irora 
Nring cbolen Members of, or limngor voting in the Houfe 
bf Commons, who have any Pcnfion during Pleafure, &c. 



griinrtd tor 



Agreed to the Report cf YeJterday^s Rdolutmn on the ^^/^^^^^*l^ 1 
lapply, vh, Reiolved, l*hat 199704/. 8 /. 3^, be granted ^ ^ ^'' I 

br the Ordinary of the Navy (including Half Pay to Sea A Motion J 

Oficers) f^r 1740. ^r^^^'^^ ■ '^ 

h was moved, and theQurfUon being put. That to apply tjort^'of public 
towards defraying the ordinary Ch;irgesnf the Navy, or to j^^^^^^y tj,cf- 
ny Head contaiird in tl*e ordirory Ellimite thereof, any tuVd. 
Sam of ptsbltc Money^ cxteedingtiic Sum granted by Par- 
nb men t lor that purpofe^ is a MHappliciiitjnj and ought to 
be prevented ; it puffed m the Neg^nive. 

The 27th, Read a fccond time the Mutiny Bill* 
Alfo a f€<:oRd time the Bill to grant further i^owers to the 
^Comini^oners of Wellminitcr-B ridge, &c. 

Tiic 28th, Received hi$ M.-ijtfliy'ii Anfwer to their Ad^ 
drr($, that be wutrld give Diretbcms to the proper Officers 
lo fay before this Houfe an Eliimate of what may be ne- 
ieejr;iry for the Rebaildings and Repairs of hia Majefly's Ships 
for 1740. 

TKe 19th. Received the Report of the Cammjttee appointed 
to euqture what Lawa are expired or near expiring^ &c. 

S f a Read 




Anno n, Geo Read a fecood Time a Bill for making more effiiQual 
M- *7.;p- the Law6 now in being, for difebling Pcrlons from being 
K^'')r\J chofen Members of, or fitting or voting in the Hodfe of 
Commons, who have any Penfion during Pleafure, &c. 

Read a fecond Time a Bill for explaining and amending 
an A£l 9 Q. Anne for fecuring the Freedom of Parlia- 
mentSy by the farther qualifying the Members to fit in the 
Houfe of Commonflu 

In a grand Committee went thro* the Bill for punifhing 
Mutiny and Defertion. 

March 3. The Houfe refolved itfelfinto a Committee, to 
confider of Heads for a Bill for the further and better En- 
couragement of Seamen to enter voluntarily into his Maje- 
fty's Service. And Refolved, that a Voluntary Regiiler of 
Seamen will be of great Utility to this Kingdom. 

The 4th. In a grand Committee went thro* the Bill for 
difabling Perfons, who have any Peniion during Pleafurc, 
&c, from fitting or voting in the Houfe of Commons. 

Agreed to the Report of the Mutiny-Bill, and ordered it 
to be engrofTed. 

Deferr*d going into a Committee on the Bill for the 
better Prefervation of Salmon and Trout Fifheries» till this 
Day fix Weeks. 

The cth. Agreed to the Report of the Bill for Difabling 
Perfons Trom fitting or voting in the Houfe of Cofaimons, 
who have any Pennon during Pleafure, &c. and ordered it, 
with the Amendments, to be engrofTed. 

Ordered an humble Addrefs to his Majcfty for a Copy of 
the Memorial and Petition of the Lord Mayor and Alder- 
men of London,^ prefented to his Majefly upon the Order 
they received for fettling the Price of Coal?, Sec. 

The 6th. Ordered a new Writ to be ifTued out, for 
eleding a Member to ferve in Parliament for the Town of 
Berwick upon Tweed, in the room of the Right Honou- 
rable Hugh Hume Campbell £fq; commonly called Lord 
Poiwarth, now Earl of Marchmont, a Peer of Great 
Britain. 
MefTage re. Tbe Houfe received a Mef&ge figned by his Majefty, 
lating to the fignifying, that his Majefty having received Propofals, for 
>(Umage of a Marriage between the Princefs Mary and Prince Frederic 
Mary!''"^''^^ ofHefTe, Son of Prince William, Landgrave of HcfTc, 
Brother to the King of Sweden, has been pleafed favourably 
to accept and agree to the fame, and has thought proper .to 
commOnicate his Intentions to this Houfe ; and as his Ma- 
jefty can make no Doubt, but that this Alliance with fo 
considerable a Proteftant Family, wiil be to the general 
Sacisfadion of all his good Subjects, he promifes himfelf 

the 



Conrorrerice and^fliftancc of ihU Houft, in cnablmg Anftoi 
him to give fach a Portion to his Daughter, as may be l^- ^73p. 
faiiabfc 10 the Honour and Dignity of his Crowa and w^^Y^k. 
Family. 

Refolved, Nemine Contndicente, That an humble Ad- vote there* 
drefs be prefented to bis Majefty, lo return him Thanks, for on. 
commanicatmg the intended Marriage to this Houfc, and 
to afTure his Majefiy that they wjlJ enter into the immediate 
CoTjfitieration of this important Affair, in iticli a Manner^ as 
fhall demonilrate the Zeal, Duty and AflFeflioii of this , 
Houfe to his Majefly, and a jialt Regard to the Honour and 
Dignity of his Roja! Family. 

And the faid MeiTage was referred to the Committee on 
the Supply, 

Read a third Time, and piled efae Bill for pmaifljiog 
Mutiny and Defertion, Set. 

In a grand Committee went chrb* the Bill to prevent the 
cxcciSve Increafe of Horfe-Ractf, with feveral Amend- 
ments. 

The 7th, Received the Report of his Majefty's ARfwer^if^g^-^f^^t 
to their Addrefs of Thanks, for his moll gracious Commu- 
nication of the intended Marriage^ &c. vjz. " Gentkmeti^ 
'^ I give you my Thanks for this dutiful and aflcfttonate Ad- 
•* drefs, and look upon it rs a further Inftancc of the Pet* 
'* fonal Regard you haveeverfhewn toMeandMy Family." 

Reported the Bill to relhnin and prevent the cxctSiv^ 
Increafe of Horfe- Races, and ordered it to be csg roiled, 
on a Divifion, Ayes 47, Noes 25. 

The 1 0th, Agreed to the Report ofthcBiJi for amen- 
ding and enforcing the J^ws relating to Rogues, Vaga- 
bonds, &c. with feveral Amendments, and ordered it to be 
etigrofled. 

Agreed to the Report of hft Friday's RefoTutlon, in a ^q^^coL 
Committee on the Supply, viz. Refolvcd, that the Sum of granted for 
Forty Thoufand Pounds be granted 10 his Majetly for xhe ht;r Hi^h- 
Marriage Portion of the Pr incefs Mary, one of his Majciiy*s ^^^^^ ^^^' 
Daughters, 

Read a firil Time a Bill for remedying fomc Defers in 
an Aft 43 of Q^ Elizabeth for the Relief of the Poon and 
in one other A€l 9 K. George F* for amending the Law* 
relating 10 the Settlement, Employment and Relief of the 
Poor I and Jor making the faid Afti more efllrflual. 

Read a fir ft Time a Bill to continue feveral Laws therein 
mentioned, for punifhing fucb Perfons as ftiali wilfully and 
maticiouny ptiU down or dell roy Turn pilces for repairing 
Highways, or Locks, creded by Authority of Parliament ; 
for making Rivera navigable, &c, for preventing frivuloas 

and 
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▲nooi},Geoaiid vcxatioas Arrcfts; and for better fecurtng the lawful 
"l.^TSP- Trade of his Majcfty's Subjeas to and from the Eatt Indies, 
^■^^^^^^^ and for preventing their trading under foreign Commiflions ; 
for limiting the fime foruiing forth Writs of Certiorari 
«pon Proceedings before Juftices of the Peace, &c. for the 
TOtter 2nd more fpeedy Execution of Procefs withiD parti- 
cular Francbifesor Liberties; and for extending the Powers 
and Authorities of Juftices of the Peace of Counties, touch- 
ing County-Rates, to the Juftices as have Commiifions of 
Peace nithin themfelves. 
Penfion-Bill Read a third time, and. pnfled the Bill for making more 
pilied. efiedual the Laws now in being, for difabiing Perfons from 

being chofen Members of, or fitting or voting in the Houfe 
of Commons, who have any Penfion during Pleafure, or for 
any Number of Years, or any Offices held in Truft for them. 

PaiTed alfo an engrofled Bill to reilrain and prevent the 
exceffive Increafe of Horfe Races, and for amending an A& 
paftfed laH Seffion, for the more efFeAual preventing excef- 
iive and deceitful Gaming. 

PaiTed alfo a Bill for the more effedual improving the 
Navigation of the River Dun, in the County of York. 

Agreed to the Report of, Yefterday's Refolutions on Ways 
and Means, viz. Refolved, that 21,000). is. 8d. be ifTued 
and applied towards raifing the Supply, being the Remain- 
der in the Exchequer of Money arifing by Sale of Lands in . 
St. Chriftophers. 

The 1 2th. Read a firft time, a Bill for providing a Mar* 
riage-Portion for the Princefs Mary. 

Read a third time, and pafTed the Bill for the further and 
more efFedually preventing the wilful and malicious Deftrnc* 
tion of Collieries and Coal- Works. 

In a grand Committee, went thro' the Bill for granting to 
his Majefty i,200,oool. out of the Sinking, Fund, and the 
growing Produce thereof. 
, The 13th. Read a fecond time, the Bill for providing a 

Marriage- Portion for the Princefs Mary. . 
, Read a firft time, a Bill to prevent collufive Qualifications 
of Perfons to vote as Freeholders at Eledions. 

Agreed to the Report of the Sinking- Fund Bill, and or« 
dered it to be engroiTed. 

Read a third time, and pafTed the Bill for amending and 
enforcing the Laws relating to Rogues, Vagabonds, and 
other idle and diforderly Perfons, and for reducing the lame 
into one A6i of Parliament. 

In a grand Committee went thro* the Bill for granting 
further Powers to the Commiflioncrs of Wcftminftcr Bridge, 
&c. 

The 
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The 14th, Read a fecond time, a Bill fat pomlhiDg focb Anno i3,€co 
Perfonsaa IhaLl wilfuUy pull down or deftroy Tarnpikes, IM?^?* 
Sec. Sec. &c. ^ *^ 1^<VX/ 

In a grand Commictee went thto* the Bill for providing 
a Marriage-FortiQii ior ihc Princefs Mary^ wiiJb Aincnd- 

Read a firft time, a Bill for the Increafe of Mariners and 
Seamen to navigate Merchant-Ships* and other Trading- 
Ships or Vtfiels. 

The 15th, Agreed to the Report of the Eilt for provid- 
ing a Marriage Portion for the Princef$ Mary* 

Read a fecond Time a Bill for remedying fome Befeds 
In an Ad. 43 of Queen Elizabeth, for Relief of the Poor^ 
and in one other A£t 9 King George L for amending the 
Laws relating to the Scttiemenc, Employment, and Relief 
of ihe Poor, and for making them more effe^luaf, 

Refolved, That it be an InUruflion to the fa id Commit- 
tee, ihai they receive a Claalc to direi!i the Inhabitants of 
every 7'owjiihip, Village, or Place^ who have been rated, 
and have paid towards the Relief of the Poor, the Year pre- 
ceding, to ck^ annually double the Number of Perlona 
they Ihail judge nccefTiry to be appointed Overfeers of the 
Poor for fuch Parilhj Sec. and to return their Names to the 
Jullices of the Peace, 8cc, to nominate and appoint one half 
of the Perfons (o returned to them, to lervc as Overfeers of 
the Poor for each Partfti, Stc. 

Agreed CO the Report of the Bill for granting farther 
Po^*crs to iheCommiflloners caf VVcilminiler- Bridge. 

Received a MefTage from the Lords, that they had agreed 
upon an Addrefs to his Majcfty* to which the Lords feiire 
the Concurrence of ihb Houfe. 

The fdid Addrefs was read, and with an Amendment 
agreed to by the Houfe, N£mmi Conir^dittnU '^ and the 
Blank therein was filled up with the Word Commonj. Then 
the faid Addrefs was ordered back to the Lords, And about 
half an Hour after, a MeiBige was fent from the Lords to 
acquaint this Houle, that the Lords have agreed 10 the 
laid Amendment 

Went into a grand Comitiictee on the Bdl to explain and Bill f.r fecur-1 
amend an A&. 9 Queen Anne, for lecurlng the Freedom of ^["6 t^^^f^*^*^' 
Parliaments by the farther qualifying Members to fit in the fjajjj^^fj,^^^ 
Houfe of Commons. And drop t the hmc Jhe I>j>. drupptd* 

The 16th. Read a third time, and pafr<?d the Bill for gratit- 
ing 40,0001. Portion to the PrtnceJa Mary, 

Read a fecond time, a Bill for the better and more cafy 
Coltedin^ of Charity^ Money upon Btiefsi 

Read 
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^AtiHo I J, Geo Rea8 a fecond tijne, the Bill to prevent colJuIive QuaM* 

^^J73P^ cationf of Pcrfons lo vote as Freeholders at Elediona. 
^y^'fS^ Then both Hgafcs went with the following A4drcf$ lo^hii 
Aidrefs on Majdiy.viz, .H 

the takiiig fl 

Pono-BcJio- * MoftGmcioias Sovereign, " 

*' We your Msjefty's moll dutiful and loyal Subjeds, tHc 
*• Lords Spiritual and Tcropor4]# and Conmaons ia, Pallia- 
** xnent aftembied^ do congratulate yoor Majefty on the 
*' glorious Succefs of your MajeAy*s Arms in the Weil* 
" Indies, under the Command of ViQe- Admiral VerDon, 
•* by entering the Portp and taking the Town of Porto- 
" BtllOf and demolifhing and level ling aH the Forts and 
** Caftles belonging thereto, ^nth fix Min of War mlj *. 

*' This Enterprise, ib M^ifely concerted I and fo bravely 
•* condu£led> cannot fail of giving the utmoft Joy to all your 
•' Majcily's faithful Subjects, kf\^'^ XL afFordi the moll rca- 
** fon able Hopes and Expedauons^ that, by the Blcifing of 
*' God upon your Majefly's Councils and Arms, it may be 
•* attended with other important Advantages, and highly 
" contribute to the obtaining real and efFetlual Security of 
•• thofe juH Rights of Navigation and Commerce, belong- 
" ing to your Majetly^a Subjc<£ts, for the Preservation of 
*' which your Majeily entered into this neceiljry War/* 

To which his Majefty anfwcrcd. ^ 

My Lords and Gentlemen, ™ 

" I thank you for your dutiful Congratulations on tBii 

•* Succefs, which is fo much for the Honour and Imereil of 

** my Crown and Kingdoms. The Satisfaaion you cxprtfs 

'^ in the Meafures I have taken, is very agreeable to me/* 

The 14th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill to coniintje 
feveral Laws therein mentioned ; for punilhing ftich Perfons 
as ihall wilfully dellroy Turnpikes, Jcc. &c. 

Readafecond time, the Bill for the Increafcof Marinefi 
and Seamen to navigate Merchant-Ships, and other Trading- 
Ships or Veflels* 

Head a firll time, a Bill for qualify ing Perfona ada)g ai 
Trullees for repairing the Highways, &c. Mn 

» H^h Addrifs was frnt i^nun hy thi turds ifi the Cammmh 
wthout tbufs fix Words. Jtid Mr. Fultimy mc-ytd fir asti 
ijsfifiedupQn that Jmendmint^ bumfi Admiral Firnm haddi- 
cUred^ '^\}hin he fat in thai Houfi in the preadittg P^riiMmtnt^ 
ih^t be fmmid tttgage f& tah Portu Bilh 'wifb fix M<e» sf If^ar 
mly^ And thai m be b^d him as go^d us his ^vrd, ihs^ i9idd 
noi do him taa much HonQur^ ^c, Al'tir fim* Ddafi, thi 
Asmndmini iLas agrndto^ m a Dhifitfst^ Jjss 34, Nbu Jl. 
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Mr* Speaker teportcd, that chc Houfe h^d attcndo^ hJs Anno 1 3, Ceo: 
Majcfty in the Houfe of Peers; where his Mzj^ily was *^* '73p. 
pleafed to give the Royal Affenc ro L/f^VXi^ 

An A^ for providing a Marriage-Portion for the Princefs Royal AiTctit 
M$iry. gtvtrn to fevt- 

An Aft for the more cfTeftiial fecuring and encouraging "^ -^^^^^ 
the Trade of his M^jelfy'j Britifh Subjefls to America, &C, 

An A£l for punifhing Miidny and Defertionj &g. 

An Ad to explain and amcr^d an A6t i of Queen Anne* 
for the more effectual preventing of Abufes and Frauds of 
Perfons employed in the workitig up the Woollen, Litinen, 
FulHan« Cotton, and Iron Mantijhflures of this Kingdom ; 
and for extending the faid Ad to the Manufadures of Lea- 
ther, 

An A£l to indemnify Perfons who have omitted to qua* 
J if/ th^mfelvet for Offices snd Employments within the 
Time limited by Law, &c. 

All A£l for repairing Hockliffe Road, 

An Ad for improving the Navigation of the River Dun. 

An Ad for naturafis-ing Amelia Sophie de Walmoden, 

An Ad lor naturalizing fuch foreign Protcflant?, &c, as 
are fettled, or fha!l fettle in any of hh Majefty's Colonics in 
America. And to eight other Ads. 

The zoih. In a grand Committee went thro* the Bill to 
prevent colSufive Qualiftcaiions of Perfons to vote as free- 
holders at EJedions, &c. with feveral Amendments, 

The Houfe, according to Order, took into Confideration VntearelttlTig 
the Litb of the Protediona and written Cenificates entered ^^ t^rotcdkjn^ 
in the ffveral Offices of London and Middlefex, &c And 
feveral of the fiiid Reryrn* were read. And the Handing 
Order of the Houfe, made the 31ft of January, 1718. 

* That ail Protedbns and wtitcen Cerrificu:es of iheMem- 
' bersof thts Houfe be declared void in Law, and be forth- 

* with withdrawn and called in. and that none be granted 

* for the future; and that, if any fball he granted by any 

* Member^ fach Member ihall make Satis tad ion to the 

* Party injured, and ihall be liable to the Cenfure of this 
' Houfe/ 

Ordered^ N/mhe CsntradmnUt That the fa id flanding 
Order be forthwith reprinted and publifhed, $cq. 

The sift, Agreed to the Report of the EiQ to prevent 
colJufive Qualifications of Perfuns to vote a^ F/eehoiders at 
Eiedions, kt. 

Read a third time, and paiTed |he Bill to cotiimoe feveral 
Laws therein mentioned, Uq. 

Mr, Alderman Willi mott reported from the Committee 
^f the whole Houfe, who were appointed \q confider of 

Vol, VL T i Methods, 
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Annn u^Ceo Methods, far the better accommodating the Cities of London 
, 1^7 ^p* and Wellmia£lei wiih Coals ^ the foUowisg Resolution: vk', 
iKj^y^SJ Refolved, 

That it appears to this Committee, that the high Datiei 
of p. 4d, per cullomary Ton, to be paid to the Proprietors 
of the Navigation of the River Dan, for Coals comioj 
down that River, in order to be ihipped for Sea, has bcci 
one great Impediment to Coals coming dowa ihat RiverJ 
and tue Caufe of the Duties having produced nothing. 
A Motion for ^ Motion was made, and the Que H ion being put, that th 
iLift of Cfui- Commiflioncrii for executing the Office of Lord High Ad< 
i€rs ovcr^nim inj^al of Great Britain, do lay before this Houfe, a Lia< 
fuch of his Majefty** Ships of War, as have been employed a^ 
Cf Lifers, fo^ the ?rote£tion of the Trade of thi^ Kiogdomi 
on thi$ Side Cape Finilkrre, fmce the lOth of July JatU 
diitinguifliing the Time each Ship was ordered to remaioJ 
and the Time fych Ship did a£luaily remain on fuch Cruife, 
together with the Reafons of her returning to any Port of 
thts Kingdom : Afcer fome Debate^ it ^Sj^ m the Nega- 
tive, on a Divifion, Ayes 97, Noes 145^ 

The 24ih. Read a third time, and pafled the Bill to give 
further Powers to the Commifijoners for building Weflmin- 
Her Bridge^ and to enable them to raife a farther Sum of 
Money towards iinifhing the faid Bridge, and to perform 
other Trails repoftd in theni. 

Paffed alfo ttie Bill for granting to his Majefty, i,zoo,ooo!, 
out of the Sinking-Fund, and the growing Produce thereof; 
and for granting the Sum of zi,ooDL remaining in the 
Receipt of his Majelly'sExcheqaer, arifen by Sale of Landil 
in the liland of St. Kits j and for the further appropriatinj 
the Suppl its granted in this S^^flJon of Parliament- 
Addrefs for a Revived, I hat aTi humble Addrefs be prefented to hifl 
proptrr N«m- Majelly, that he would be pleafed to dired^ that, over anj 
^r^orcriu- above the Ships of War, he ftiali think fit 10 emplofl 
agiiinll the Enemy, Aich a Number of Ships may be ap- j 
piiinted to cruifein proper Stations for the ci&aaal Securityl 
and Prote^ion of OLir Trade, as YhaH be confiftent with the] 
Defence and Protection of his Majetly*s Dominions, and the 
fafe convoying the Trading- Ships of this Nation to and] 
from foreign Parts, 

Read a third time, and pailed the EiU for more efibflual 
prcvcnEing ir^udulent Qualifications of Perfons to vote a* 
Freeholders at Ele6lion&, ^-c. 
'lOng'sAniWcf Received kbe Report of his K'bje%*s Anfwer to thdr 
AdOieCs^of Veikrday, viz, ** All polSbte Care has been 
** taken in carrying pn the War again A Spaia in the moft 
^* propej^ uO^ eficduai manner, and at the iamc time for pro- 

*^' ceaing 
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*' te^Iiig the TratJe of my 9ubje£lsi and yaa may be af-AniiQr^^Cco. 
•' lured, chac the fame Care fhal! be continued." W ^719- 



The Amendments made by the Lords to the Bill for pro- 
hibitiiig Commerce wkh Spain ^ were taken jato Coriidera- 
tJon, Tome o^ which were agreed to,, aod otliersdifagreed to. 
And a Committee was appointed to draw up, Reafons to be 
offered to the Lords, at a Confdrence, why fomeof the A< 
m e d men ts were d ^f^grced co . 

Fn a grand Commitice went thro' the Bill for the Incrcafe 
of Mariners and Seamen ^ Sec, With Aniebdmcnts. 

The 26th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill for the In- 
creafe of Mtrmera and Seamei), and ordered it ta be eti- 
grofled. 

The 27th. Agreed to the Report of the feVcral Refolu- 
tion! in a Committee on Ways and Means relating to the 
EiicuuragementoftheGreentandand Wfaale-Fi(hery, And 
ordered in a Bill accordingly* 

Read a third time, and paiTed the Bill for Increafe of 
Mariners and Seamen » to navigate Merchant^ Ships, and 
other Trading Ships or VeiTels 

A Menage was fent to the Lord» to defire a Conference 
upon the Amendments made to the Bill for prohibiting 
Commerce with Spain, and their Lordfhips agreed to the 
fame, and appointed To-morrow at two o* Clock. 

The zSth, Read a firft time, a Bill for Relief of Deb- 
tors, with refpe£l to the Imprilboment of their Perfbns. 

Mr. Walpolc reported that the Managers had been at the 
Conference with the Lords, and delivered the Reafons for 
difagreeing to lome of the Amendments made to the Bill 
for prohibiiiiig Commerce wuh Spain ; And had left the 
Bill and Amendments with their Lordililps. 

Received divers Accounts from the Commifiloners for 
Trade and Plantations, in purruancc of two Addrefles to his 
Majefty on the 13th of June 1739* (concerning the Paper 
Currency, and the Rates of Gold and Silver in Anierica, 
from J 700 to thii prefent Year) together with t\^€ Return 
fent to the faid CommiiBoueri from the refpeflive Governors 
of hid Majelly*s Plantatms thcreupan^ and together with a 
Lin of the faid Returni. 

Refolved, That thi^ Houfe will, upon thia Day Month, 
refolve hklf into a Committee of the whole Houle, to con- 
fider further of the Bill for remedying fome Defers in an 
A^ 43 Queen Elizabeth, and in one other Ail 9 King 
George [. for Relief of the Poor. 

A Petition of divers Merchants, Ejf porters of the Wool; 

kn aQd Britifli-Manufa£lures and FilT>erics, &c, nas read ; 
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j ^nnoij, Geo fetUDg forth the great Lofles which they fuilain by the lay- 
I 11^ 17JP* iog on a general Embargo, Sec. and praying Relief. 

A Motion was ma(Jeaod the Queftion put. That the fatd 
Petition be referred to the CoDfideration of a Committee of 
the whole Houfe, and that the Petitioners, if they thick lit, 
be heard by themfelves, &c^ k palTed in the Negative. Co 
a Divifion, Aye^ 95, Noes 166. 

The 3 1 ft. Read a iiHl time, a BtU to empower the Court 
of Aldermen to fix a Price on Coals. 

Read a iirft time, a Bill for better Prefcrvatioo of his 
Majefly's Woods in America, &c* 

Jpril 1 . The Hoafe refolved icfelf into a Committee, to 
confiderof an A£l made the laft SefTion, for taking off the 
Dutici upon Woollen and Bay-Varn, imported from Ireland 
to England, and for the more efftitflual preventing tht Ex- 
portation of Wool from Great Britain and Ireland to foreign 
Parts, Moved that the faid A€k be repealed, which after 
Debate was rejeded. 

ReJid a fecond time, a Bill for better PreferVfttion of Kis 
Ma jelly's Woods in America, fc, 

Re^d a fecond time, and committed a Bill for redacing an 
Aft 2 of King George II. and an Ad 3 King George II. 
for Relief of Debtors, wnh rcfpeft to the Imprifonment of 
their PerlbnSj into one A£t, and for explaining and amend- 
ing the fiiid Acls, 

Ordered t That the Committee have Power to receive a 
Clauie or Claufes for the Relief of fuch Per fonf being Deb* 
tors, who were a dually !)eyond the Seaa on the firft of Ja- 
nuary 17363 and who by unavoidable Accidents wcfc de- 
prived of taking the Beneilt of an Aft 10 King George IL 
lor Relief of iniolvent Debtors, 

Read a fecond time, the Bill to empower the Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen, to fet the Price upon ail Coals imported 
into London. 

In a grand Contmictee went thro' the Bill for the better 
atjd more ealy colleftjng of Charity-Money on Bnuf?, &nd 
ordered the Report on the nth InlUnti on a Divifion, 
Ayes 46, Noes 21, Adjourned to the roth Inftaut. 

The 10th, Refolved, That an humble Addrefs be pre- 
fentcd CO his Majefly^ that he will be graciouJly pleafcd to 
AiTJtrJcan Car- give Direftions, that there may be laid before this Houfe, 
^^^y- Copies of ihe Inftruftioos to the feveral Governors of the 

Britiih Plantations in America^ whereby they ^fe direftcd 
to obferve and put in Ejtccution an Aft 6 Queen A one, for 
afce'riaioing the Rates of the foreign Coins in America i 
and ajfo rtiating to their not giving their AfTent to any Afts 
of AiTembly for the tiriking ai^d iffuing any Paper-Bitls of 
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Credit in lie« of Money i and Iikewife relating to the paf- AnDOi^^Geo 
jing any Bin, or BilU, whereby the Trade or Navigation of ^^^ ^7i9* 
ihii Kingdom may be any ways aflefted. \»/'^V^X^ 

Ifi a^igrand Commkiee weht thro* the Bill for better Pre- 
servation of his Majefty's Woods in America, and for the 
Kocoisragenieiit of the Imponation of Naval Scores from 
thence, and for granting a further Boiinry upon all Ships 
employ *d in the Whale- Filhery. 

Agreed to the Report of the Will for the more cafy col^ 
ledtng of Charity- Money on Briefs. Ordered Jt to be en- 
grolTed. 

The 14th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill for betttfr 
Frefervation of hii Majclly's Wood in AmericSt Sec. Ordered 
It to be en groped. 

Thei^th, Pafled the Bill for conttnulng fcvcral Lan^ 
therein mentioned relating to the Prennrums upon the Im^ 
porcaiion of Mails, Yards and Bowfprits, Tar, Sec. and for 
pranting a farther Bounty upon all Ships employed in the 
Whale-Fifhery. 

Received an Account of the Rife and Progrefs of the Paper- 
Bills of Credit in South Carolina from 1700 to this prefenc 
tjoie, together with the Computed Value of Money of Great 
Britmn at the Tinges of creating and iffuing the iame, ^c. 
and feveral other Accounts relating thereto. 

Agreed to the Report of iho Bill for conErming and 
enlarging the Powers granted to the Governors and Guar- 
dians of the Hofpital for the Maintenance of expofed and 
dffcrted young Children, by his Majeily's Charter* beariug 
Date the 17th of October 1759, and to enable them to 
execute the good FnrpoIeB of the laid Charter, ¥nth the 
Amendments. 

The 1 6th* Pafled the BiU for enlarging the Powers of 
the Governors of the Hofpital for expofed and dejertcd 
young Children, with the Amendments ; and ordered it to 
the Lord&, 

Received five Petitions praying to be heard by them* 
fclvcs or Counfc), againft the Bill for fettling the Prices of 
Coabt and Leave was given accordingly. 

Read a fccond Time a Bill for the public- regiftring of 
Deeds, Con ve yancest ^c. and committed it, onaDivifion, 
Ayei 62, Noes 40. 

The 17th* Agreed to the Amendments made by the Lords 
to the BHl for enforcing the Laws relating to tho Rogues, 
Vagabond •!, and other idle and diforderly Pcrfons, and for 
reducing the iame into one A£l of Parliament. 

Took into Coaftderatipn the Amendments made by the 

Lords 



Anno 15, Geo Lords to the Bill for prohibiting Commerce with Spain, and 

^zJ^^^' (jKagre«4 to one Amendment* 
^^r^\mJ Ordered, that Mr* Secretary at War do go to the ha^^ 
aQiJdelirea free Conference thereupoD, 

The 1 8 th. Read a third Time and paffcd the EilJ for the 
more c&(y cdlcfling of Charity- Money on Bnefs, Qua 
Divifion, Ayes S5, Noes 76, 

In a Committee made a Progrefs on the Bill for fettling 
the Pfkes of Coals, and to proceed on Monday i Ayes 45, 
Noes jS, 

The zifl^ Read a fecond Time a Bill to obviate certaia 
Doubts, how hf l^rfons a ding updcr certain Charters 
from the Crown, or other Powers ^ are obliged to 4]uaiify 
themrclvcsp by taking and fybfcribing the fevcral Oaihi 
a&d Teds e^abiithed by the feveral Sracute5 oow in ibice 
for thofe Purpofcs. 

In a grand Committee, m3.de a Progrefs on the Bill for 
public- rcgiilring ofDeeds^ Conveyances, $cc, when it was 
moved that aH fuch Writings fhould be regillfed with ihi^' 
Clerks of the Peace in each County, which paiTed in the. 
Negative, on a Divifion, Ayes 91, Noes 12 a, to proc 
to-morrow. 

The 22d» The Managers went to hold a freeConferem 
with the Lords on the Bill for prohibidng Commerce wit h.^ 
Spain, and having waited there three quarters of an hour, 
and the Lords not coming to the faid free Conference, the 
Managers thought it their Duty to flay no longer. 

Tlie Houfe thereupon adjourn 'd itfelf in fgmc difguft^ 
without taking any Notice of the Orders of the JJay, 
whieh were accordingly dropt, but were revived the njxt. 

The 23d. The Managers went to a free Conference with 
the Lords, aod being returned^ the fame was reported to the 
Uoufe, 

The 24th. In a Committeei took into Confideratioo the 
feveral Papers relating to the Paper Currency, and the 
Rates of Gold and Silver In America, from 1700 to thii 
Time. And came to feveral Rcfoludona on the fame* 

In a Committee went thro' the Bill to empower the Court 
of Lord Mayor and Aldermen to fet the Price of ScaCoals 
imported into London* 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill to im power the Court, 
of Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the City of London, to 
fet che Price of Sea Co^h imported, &c. And ordered i- 
to be ingrofled. 

Ordered Jeveril AddrefTes to be prefentcd to his Majcl!/ 
concerning the Paper Currency in America. 

Went into a Commiuee on the Bill for obviating certaia 
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Doubts concerning Perfoos raking the Oaths, Moved that Amo 1 j, Geo, 
the Chairman do leave the Chair, which after Debate ^^ 17 ip. 
paiTed in the Affirmative; on a Dmilon, Ayes 79^ Noes 
61. 

The Bill for pobliVregiflring of Deeds, Conveyances, 
^'c- was dropt by Agreement, 

The 28th, Read a third Time, and paflcd the Bill to 
jsi power the Lord Mayor and Aldermen to fet the Price 
upon all Coals imported into London, and ordered it to 
the Lords ; on a Divifiou, Ayes j6, Noes ^z. 

The 29th, Hh Maje0y came to the Houle of Peers, and Royal A (Tent 
gave the Royal AiTent to the following public Billsi vrz. give^ 1 1> fcve- 

An A£t for granting One Million two hundred ihoufand "^ 
Pounds, out of the iiinkiisg^Fynd, and growing Produce 
thereof. And for gmnEing the Sum of Twenty one thoufand 
Pounds one Shilling and eight Pence half- penny, remaining 
in the Eiccheqiier^ ariien by Sale of Lands in Sl Chrifto- 
pher*3* 

An Ad for contrnoing the feveral Laws therein mention- 
ed relating to the Premiums upon the Importation of Mafts* 
Yards and Bowfprits, Tar^ Pitch and Turpentine ; to^ 
Britifh-made SiiKCIoth, to the Greenland and Whflc 
Fifltery: For granting a farther Bounty for alf Ships cm- 
ployed in the Whale Fiftiery during the prefent War, &c^ &c. 

An AB. for prohibiting Commerce with Spain. 

An A£l for enforcing the Laws againfl Rogues, Vagi- 
bonds, &c. and for reducing the feme into one Aft of 
parliament. 

An Aft to reflrainthe excelTive Increafe of Horfe-Races; 
and for amending an A£t for preventing of exccffive and 
deceitful Gaming. 

An Aft for preventing the malicious Dellruftion of Col- 
Ueriet and Coal-Works, 

An Aft to continue revcraj Laws therein mentioned, 
&c. &c. 

An Aft for the fncreafe of Mariners and Seanten to navi* 
gate Merchant Ships. 

An Aft to prevent fraudulent Qualifications of Pcrfons to 
vote a« Freehotders at Elcftion^. 

An Aft for confirming and enlarging the Powers of the 
Governors and Guardians of the Fouading HofpltaL 

An Aft to grant further Powers to the CommiflioDers of 
Weftminfter Bridge, 

And to Six other public, and Eleven private Afts. 

After which his Majetly was pleated tomakeamod 
"gracious Speech from tHc Tiironc, llgnifj-ing, That t^c^^^^^^,^ 
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^^nno^l^GeoZta} which they had biiKerca fiiewn for the Support aiid 
n. 17 i9^ Profecution of ihe jaft and neceflTary War, in whicK he was 
^^Y^^ engaged, wasafrefh Proof of iheir Concern for the Honour 
^nd jmcrell of his Ciown and Xingdoms. He thafiked 
them for the effc^ual SupplieSj which they had granted 
him for the Service of the current Year : And alfared them* 
that ihey fhould be duly emplojtd to the Parpofcs for 
which they were given. He again reconimcnded Unioo 
^mongft oarlclves, as being highly conducive to the olu 
ryingon this great Work with Honour and Advantage^ and 
to the more ipeedy obtaining of all poHible J u ft ice and Sa- 
tififailion from the Crown of Spain, for the many grieroos 
Injuries futfered by hta Subjcds i and eiedoaJ Purity for 
the future, "&c, 

Partkutars omitted, l^ Mifttkc* in the laft SeiHon. 

November 29 The three Motions following were made; 
the firft by Sir WlUiam Wyndham ; the fecond by William 
Pulteney* Efqi the third by Edmund Waller, Efq; vm, 

I It, Whether or no an humble Addrefs Aioold be pre- 
fenced to hi!t Majefly« that he would he gracioufly plcafed 
to give Dirfdions to lay before Parliament, Copies or£%- 
tra^s of fuch Memorials or Reprefentationi, as had been 
made cither to the King of Spain or his Miniiters, from 
the Treaty of Seville to March 9, 1738, relating to any 
Loffes fullained by his Majelly's bubjedsj by Depredations 
Gomniittcd by the Spaniards in Europe or America, which 
had not before been laid before Parliament. 

sdly. Whether or no an humble Addrcfs fhould be pre- 
fented to his Majefty, that he would be gracioufly pleaibd to 
give Diredions, to Jay before Parliament, Copies ©r Ex^ 
mds of all Letters written and Inftrudions given by the 
Secretaries of State, or Comroiflioners for executing the 
Office of Lord High Admiral of Great Bntain, to any of 
the Governors of the Britifh Plantations in America, or 
any Commander in Chief or Captains of his Ma jelly's Ships 
of War, or hii Majefty's Minifter in Spain, and ConloUtn 
Europe, from the Treaty of Seville to January i^ 1738^ 
relating to any Loffes fullained by his MajcUy's SobjedsJ 
by Deprendations committed by the Spaniards in Europe I 
or America, which had not before been laid before Par* 
liament. 

3dly, Whether or no an humble Addrefs fhould be prc- 
fented to his Majelly, that he would be gracioufly plea fed 
to give Diredions, to lay before Parliament, Copies of alii 
the Inllrudioni and Letters fent to Mr, Keene by hi* Ma- 
JeOy's Miciiller?^ authorizing him to conclude and fign the ' 
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Convention between his Majefty and the King of Spaiti| 

Each of tiiefe three Motions occaiioa'd a Debate, 
which the two lail were as follow : 

William Pulteney, Efq; 

Si I. i 

' hhho" the Succefs of the kft Motion mua be a Djf- William Pwl. 
couragemeat to any Gentleman to make a Motion In this *^^* ^ 
Hoiile, which he thinks will not be appfovcd by the Ml* 
nilicr, y^tt us I am refolvcd dways ro do my Duty as a 
Member of this Houfe, without regard to theSuccels I may 
meet withj as f am refolved to coniider only what may be 
agreeab'c to the People I reprefent, and what they may 
juiUy expe^T without regard to its berng agreeable or 
difagreeable to a Miniilerj [ fhaH beg Leave to make you a 
Motion, which, I think, h nor liable to the Objed^ions 
made agalnlt the laft, and therefore, I hope, it will meet 
with a happier Fate, For theft two lail Seffions, Sir, this 
Hotife, and the whole Nation, were entertained and amufed 
with the ftrongeft Affurances, that the Negotiations then 
carrying on with the Court of Spain would at laft end in a 
fafe and honourable Peace* '1' his would have been a good 
End I an End for which we had Reafon to negotiate, and an 
End which every good Man wi/hed to fee, tho' very tew 
expeded it ; but as, during the whole Time of thcfc Ne- 
gotiatioHs we were put to a grc;ic Ex pence, and, fuffering 
many of the Calamities of a real War, we ought not ta 
have continued our Negoibtions, unlefs we had very good 
Grounds to expecl a (peedy and hippy liTie j and^ Iq the 
mean Time, thofe Squadrons, whicii the Nation was put 
to the Expence of iitting out, ought to have been employed 
in protefiifjg our Trade, from tliofe warlike Inlults whichj 
under peactful Pretences, were frequently put upon the 
Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom. 

* If our NegoLiations had ended in a fafe and honourable 
Peace, as we were ofien afTiired they would, the PcopTe 
would h&ve concluded, that thofe Hopes, upon which we 
had for fo many Years continued our Negotiations, were 
well founded, and the Fruits of an honourable Peace and 
flourifhing Trade would have made ihcm forget the Injuries 
thty had fuffercd^ and the Dangers they had been expofcd 
lo* Like a weary Traveller, they would have rejoiced in 
the Warmth and Convenience of their Quarters, and would 
have forgot the Toils and the Dangers of that Jong and 
tedious Circuit* they h'A<\ been obliged to make, in order 
to come Safety to their Lodging. But as our Negotiationi 

VoA. VI. Ua havf 




( 33° ) 

Anna I}, Ceo. have now taken a quite diflferent Turn, the People neither 
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can fuppofe, that we had ever any well grounded Hcjpes of 
Succefs hy Negotiation, nor can they forget the Infulcs they 
were expofcd to, and the Injuries they ftiifered, by the 
Gon ti nuance of thefe hopdefs Negotiations. They not only 
condude, that we coT^iintied to negotiate after being de« 

Iirivcd of all Hopes of Succefs in thu Way, but that vcfy 
ittle Care was taken, in the inc«n Timej to proteft our 
Trade from thofe D^ingcrs and Inconveniences it was ex- 
pofcd to, by Ihele very NegDiiations* 

* If thefe Conclafions are wrong. Sir, if our Hopes of 
Succefs by Negotiatton were well founded, and proper Care 
taken ro protect our Trade \n the mean Time, I am fare 
the Parliament cannoc do a inore cff.^ual Service lo the 
WdminiU ration^ than to enquire into the Groktnds upon 
which our Mini Hers continued to negodate, and into chc 
Cart they took to prote£l our Tradcj while they thus cos* 
tinned CO negotiate ; and as no fuch Enquiry can be made^ 
without having alj the necelTary Papers and Materials before 
tis, I hope, in the MoEion I am to make, 1 (ball have the 
Concurrence of every Gentleman concerned in the Admi- 
niilration r for when a Man b blamed or accufed, either by 
E private Pcrfon, or hy the public Voice of his Country, 
I am always wilting to fappofe him innocent, unlefs he 
gives me Reafon to lufped h<m guilty, by his induHriouliy 
avoiding a fair Enquiry into hh Condud, For this Reafon ^ 
I fay» Sir, I hopej J fliall have the Concurrence of every 
Gentleman concerned in the AdmJniAration i for I fh^U be 
forry to find them, by their Oppofuion wichm Door^, jufti- 
fying and conHrming the icandaloua Couclufiom tbat are 
made agrtinft them wjthout. 

* BuCi Sirj whatever Reception my Motion may meet 
with from thofe concerntd in the Ad mi niil ration, J am 
iure it IS a Motion that will be agrceabic to every Map, 
who has noSl^are in the Adminlllration, nor any particular 
Dependence upon it ; and it is a Motion which every Man, 
thi;t has tuff<;red by our Negotiations, or may iufter by the 
War* has a Riglit to have com^plied with, When any great 
MisfortLne is brought upon the Nation, the People cjtpeft, 
they ought to be informed, how that Misfortune came to be 
brought upon them. This Information they cannot cxped 
from thofe concerned in the Maniigement of our national 
Affairs; They will rtot rell latiftcd with any Accounts 
they can give, and in this they are in the right, becauf* 
thofe that are concerned in the Condu£t of public Affairi 
may be, and are often, the chitf Cauie of the public Mif- 
ibrtunc. iu all iuch Cafes, it is from Pailiztmeut only 
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they can cxped Satisfa^ion. It h for thJa they fend us Anno ji, Geo. 

here; and if we don^tgive the People this Satisfadion hy a Jl- JTip- 

fair and impartkl Enquiry into the Caufes of the Mufor- t^^'^Y'N-^ 

CLine^ wc negle^ one of the chief Ends oF our meeung m 

this Houfe I hope it will be granted, that War is at all 

TimeSf and to every Nation^ a very great Misfortune : Jt h 

not yet a Twelvemonth ago» fince it was rcprefented as 

fuch a terrible Misfortune, that a Nation ought to fubmitto 

theitioft cruel [ndignities, the moll tedious Negodationsahe 

iiio[t rcand^lous Convention, rather than involve lEfeif in a 

War. I did not then, I do not now, look upon War in 

fuch a terrible Light ; h{\x yet I look upon it as a Misfor- 

tunci which no Man ought to involve hia Country in, if 

k can be avoided ; and therefore, if there bff any amongft 

ourielves who,' by their Fally, have involved us in this 

Misifortunei their Condu^ ought to be enquired into, and 

their Pcrfons removed fi-om our Councils, that the Nation 

may not foffer a fecond Time by their FolJy i for if we 

do not remove fuch Men from our Counci^E, they may 

bring us into a fecond MiEfortune, ten Times worfe than 

the iiTil. 

' This, Sir, is what the People are afraid of : They 
feel the Misfartune of the War, and, I fear, Will feel it 
feverely before h can be brought to an honourable Con- 
cJufion : They ftifpc^, we have been led intr» jt by the 
Wcaknefs of our own Conduft ; By not underftanding ouj? 
own Rights, or not reprefenting them in a proper Manner 
to the Court of Spiin, that Court, ihey fufpeft, has been 
encouraged to form new Pretenfions againll us ; and that 
by nneati Conceflions in former Treaties, and by too pa- 
tiently aid too lo g fubmitting to Indrgnities, we at lalV 
made that Court believe, that nothing could provoke us 
to declare War againft them. This is fufpcdcd by moft 
Men in the Nation to be the remote Caufe of the prefent 
War i and for removing or coniirmtng their Sufpiciona, 
they e?rpe^ they Juftly exped a fur and impartial En- 
quiry iato \ke Cotidud of our public AfFiirs If by this 
Enquiry we remove thcfe Sufpiciona, we do JuRicc to our 
Minillcrs I if th^eby we find them confirmcdj 1 hope we 
ftjall do Jafttce to the Nation. 

• The" People. Sir, have long fuficred, and greatly: Our 
Ships have been feized, our Merchants often pJundered, our 
Seamen long treated in ihe moft cruel manner, by a Njjtion 
wc could have cruflied to Aiomi, if we had properly and 
feafonsibly made ufe uf our Power. The People cxpe£l to 
fee a Reafon given for making them fuffer fo Jong; efpcci- 
^i\y^ lince the Reafgn hitherto given, appears now to be na 
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Reafon at ath Every one knows, that oar Merchants mi 
Seamen Juve been compbmmg of the Depredauons com- 
pjitced upon them by the Spaniards, for this Dozen of Yean 
paft. During »li that Time we have been in a continual 
Courfe of Ncgntiatton, and the SufFercrs have always been 
told with greaE ConAdt^nce, thtu our Reafon for not putting 
an end to their Sufferings by a Declaration of War^ was die 
reafonablc Hopes wc had of putting an end to them by aTreary 
of Peace* This now appears to have been a very infuBcient 
Keafon ; and it cannot be fa id, it was Icfs convenient, or !cfs 
fafe far us to have declared War, or ilTued Reprizals, againJt 
Spain, ten or a doz^en Years ago, than it was in the Month 
of June laft ; for the Affairs of Europe were never in fa 
unlucky a Sitimtion for this Kingdom » as they were at ihae 
Time, nor was the Power of Spain then lefs» or the Power 
of this Nation then more confiderable, than for twenty Yean 
preceding. Nay, the Power of Spain was laft June mojc 
confiderable than it had been for a doxen of Years before, 
becaufe they had in that Time niLiny large Addiriona to their 
Navy, and had united ihemfelveis more firmly to the Court 
of France: Whereas we had made no Addition to oar 
S length: We had relieved our People from none of the 
Taxes they groaned under, nor paid off any confidtrabJe 
Part of our national Debt; and by our Conduct we had in 
that Time detached from us every ufeful Ally we had, or 
could have in the World. Therefore, I muft conclude, that 
laft Summer was the worfl of any preceding Time for this 
Nation to engage in a War 5 from whence it is natural to 
fuppofe^ and the whole Nation dots fuppofe, that neither our 
farmer pacific, nor our prefent warlike Mcafures proceeded 
from any national Concern^ but from fome Motive of ft 
private Nature, which we ought, and certainly will enquire 
into, if we ihew a due Regard either to our Country or Con- 
lliiuents. 

* Another, and, I think, a very Arong Reafon, Sir, for 
cor enquiring into the Caufesof the War is, the Confidence 
with which the Court of Spain has publicly afferted, th.vt 
the War is owing to a Breach of StipuTaticins on the Part of 
this Nation. It is, indeed, lucky for u^» that Spain took 
from thence an Occaiion not to perform hf r Part of the la^ 
fcandalou^ Treaty we made with her; for the lail is far ffom 
being the firft fcandalous Treaty we have lately made with 
that Nation. It is lucky for us, the Spaniards refufcd to 
pay the 9 5 000 1. ilipulated by the late Convention ; for if 
they had made that Payment at the Time appointed, we 
fhould have been pinned down to a new ten Years Negotia* 
tion, during whigh Time their Cuaida Colia's would have 

had 
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ba4 a fort of new Indulgence to have plundered oar Mer- Anno 15, Ceo. 
chantSj and by that means they would ibon have reimburfcd U^-^HSf' 
tkemfelves the Sum they paid for that Indulgence. Bat as 
the Reafons given by Sp^in, for not making that Payment, 
are founded on Breaches of Conditions on our Part i as thofe 
Conditions are fuc'^ as were never ratified by his Majelly i 
and as they have never yet been denied by any public Au- 
thority in this Kingdoms they ought certainly to be en- 
quired into by Parliameni/ for vindicating the Honour of 
our Minifters, if they are innocent, and for vindicating the 
Honour of hisiMajelty and the Nation, by punifhing them, 
or fending them over in Fetters to the Etiejny^ if they are 
guihy. 

* In fhort. Sir, to have fuffered fo long and To much^ in 
hopes of a Peace, and yet at lait to find ourfelves in a War» 
and at a Time the moll inconvenient^ the moll dangerous for 
this Nation, aflWds fuch Prefumpiions againil the Wirdom 
of thofe that have kiely condadied our public Affairs, and 
ha I raided fuch a geneni) Sufpicion and Dilhuii pmong the 
People, that in Duty to our Country, in Duty to our Sove- 
reign, and» J h(jpc% in juflice 10 thofe who have bi.en con- 
cerned, we ought to make ftri£t Enquiry into our late Nego- 
tiations with Spain, Whoever may be to blame, we are 
very certain, both from the Nature of our Conjlitutton, and 
the Knowledge we have of his MajeSly's Wiidom and Good- 
nciSf ihat he can have no Share in it; and, therefore, when 
general Sulpicions and Complaints are raifed among the Peo- 
ple, it is the Duty, it is one of the greateit Ures 0/ Parlia- 
mentSf to enquire into rheGroutidii of them, in ordcr^ either 
to convince the People that there is no folid Ground for fuck 
Sufpicton» or Complaints, or to reconcile thera to their 
Sovereign, by deteftingand punifhitig the Guilty, or at Jeail 
by preventing their hiving any farther Concern in advifing 
or conducing our pub tic affairs. This, I fiiy, is, at ail 
Times, the Duty of Parliament, but eCpecially when the 
Nation is juft entered into an ex pen five and dangerous War, 
and a War toOg which a great Part of the People believe m 
be owing to the ledious perplexed Negotiations we have for 
fo many Years been carrying on at the Court of Spain, and 
the laiee SubmifHons we have made to the repeated Infults 
of that haughty Nation. 

* Cin the Nation, Sir, ejtpe^ a prudent or a vigorous 
Profecution of the War from thofe who, they believe, have 
been guilty of fo much Imprudence and Weaknefs in Time 
of Peace ? Can our Soldiers or Sailors afl with Courage or 
Vigour, when they are diffident of theCondudof thofe who 
ir* ihcir chief Dirci^ori i Caa our People pay wiih Plea- 
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AnnoigjGco. fure their Taxes, when the chief Management and Appli- 
I^J^^ cation is to be cntrufted to thofe, in whofc Condu6l they can 
^'^y^^ put no Truh ? Sir, if we expe^l Succefs in the War, if we 
exped to puta fpeedy and an honourable End to it, we moft 
remove the prefcnt Safpicions of the People, or remove 
thofe that have caufed them ; and neither of thefe can be 
done, but by a fair, and impartial, and a ilrid parliamentary 
Enquiry into our Jate Condudl, efpccially that Part of it 
which relates to our Tranfaftions with the Court of Spain.* 
This Enquiry we have a Right, and are, in Duty to our 
Sovereign, as well as our Condituents, bound to make; and 
this Enquiry will, I hope, turn out to the Advantage and 
Honour of thofe that have been concerned. I hope we 
ihall be able to remove the Sufpicions of the People, by 
fhewing them, that all our late Tranfa6lions with Spain have 
been carried on with Wifdom, S:eadinefs, and Perfpicuity; 
but this cannot be done, unlefs we have laid before us all 
thofe Papers that are neceffary for giving us a thorough 
Iniight into thofe Tranfa^lions ; for if the proper Materials 
are denied, the people will not believe, that we are either 
ferious oi- impartial in our Enquiry ; and in that dfe, in- 
. ftead of removing their Sufpicions, with regard toour Mi- 
niflers, we (hall render them difcontented, nay defperate, as 
well as diffident, by giving them a Sufpicion of the Inte- 
grity of their Reprefentatives. 

* For this Reafon, Sir, I (hall conclude with moving, 

Horatio Walpole, Efq; 

Sir, 

Horatio Wal- * I ™"ft think, that Gentlemen give themfelves a very 
pole, Efqj unneceffary Trouble, when, upon this Occafion, or any Occa- 
lion of the like nature, they talk to us of the Right we 
have to enquire into the Condu6l of any public Meafure. 
In former ^Times, this Right may, perhaps, have been de- 
nied, by theParafites'of Princes, who aimed at arbitrary 
Power. But it is a Right that has never, of late Years, 
been denied : ft has never been, I believe, fo much as inii- 
Buated by any Gentleman now in this Houfe, that we have 
cot fuch a Right, or that it ought not to be exercifed upon 
every proper Occafion. But, as parliamentary Enquiries 
into the ConduA of thofe that are employed by the Crown, 
are generally the Caufc of great Ferments in the Nation, 
efpecially when they are diredled againU thofe in high Sta- 
tions, and as fuch Enquiries are always dangerous, as well as 
trouble fome, even to the beft and mod faithful Servants of 
the Crown, they ought not to be ftt on foot, but when^here 
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is tm aWolate an d a p pa re n t N eceiTi ty fa r fo doing. We mty j^i\nb^^ Ged. 

remember* the very latl Enquiry that was feton foot, raifed II 1755^ 

fogh a Ferment in the Nation, as, at lall^ ended in a dangc* 'sp/Y^N-/ 

rous and deftrudlive Civil War. That Enquiry was abfo- 

lutely and apparently neccJlary; but neceflfary as it was, if 

wc had, at that Time, been engaged in a foreign War, I 

jhotild have been for putting it off till the Conclufioti of 

the Wari for, if the diraiFe^lcd or difcontentcd Pany, call 

them which you will, could have had any foreign A Jh (lance, 

tbey might, perhaps, have been able to have turned tbit 

Tables, and inAead of having their Conduft enquired into 

and punilhed as it deferved^ they might have enquired into 

and puniihed the Conduft of thofe who had fo jurtly fet up 

an Enquiry into theirs. 

f All fuch Enquiriei, Sir, mull therefore be allowed to bn 
of dangerous Confequence to the Tranquillity of the Na.- 
tion ; and, if we confider by whom fuch Enquiries arc 
generally fet on foot and carried on, w*c mutl aHow, that 
they are not only troublefome, but dangeroui, to the Per- 
fons whofe Condu£l is enqnircd into. They are gene rail jr 
fet on fuoc by the perfonai Enemies of thofe in the Admini^ 
ft ration, and are ufually carried on with a Zeal for con^ 
demning, which i^ifles every Sentiment of Compaffian, and 
makers human Frailties appear to be monflrous Crimes, I 
Ilia! I granti Sir* that it is a great Advantage to a Perfoa 
accufedf cither by a private Informer, or by a public Re- 
port, to be legally tried and fitr ly acquitted ; yet, neverthc- 
Icfsj 1 believe, no fuch Perfon would chuf^; to put himfelf 
opon his Trial, if he could conveniently avoid jc i for even 
the moft Innocent n>3y, by lome Accident or Miflake, be 
condemned J and therefore a prudent Man, kt his Innocence 
be never fo apparent, will always chafe to vindicate hh 
Char^fler by lome other Method, rather than run the rifk 
of a legal an^ formal Trial. For this Reafon, Sir, 1 ihall 
be no way urpriz^d, if I £nd the Friends of thofe who 
were concerned in our late Negotjations with Spain, oppcf- 
Ing any parhamentary Enquiry into thole Negotiations 1 
dpeciaUy as I am convinced, whatever iomc Gentlemen 
may pleafe to foggeft, that there was noi one Wfong Step 
made in the whole Courfe of that Tranfaflion, 

♦ I prefume. Sir, it wili appear from what I have faid, that 
no parliamentary Enquiry ought ever to be fet on f jot, but 
when there is an abfolute and apparcni NeceilUy for fo 
doing; and therefore, I (hall next obrerve, that there ntver 
can be fuch a Nccefllty/but when there appears to have been 
a fijgrant Error in fomc Part of the Conduil of our pwblic 
Aifjirs* A national Misfortune is no juit Caufe £jr a par- 

lumcnury 
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Anno 1 5, Geo Hanientary Enqui'r}\ uulcfs there be Ground to belieref that 
11. 17 ^p* it was owing to Ihc Crime, the Ncgicfl, or the Weakisefi 

^•^"VN^ of thofe who were concerned In advilmg orconduO^ing our 
public A^^irs. 1 JhalJ moil readily admit, that War is i 
great Misfortune to^ny Nation; and that k is a greater 
Misfortune to a Trading Nation, than to any other: To 
tvhich [ mull add^ that to this Natmn, I believe, it is a 
greater Misfortune to be involved in a War with Spain^ thad 
with any other Nation in Europe. Bat thi^ is fo far froni 
bemg a Reafon for an Enquiry, that it is a Juiliiicadon of 
the paciHc M^afurcs fo long parfued by the AdminiilracioD, 
Their avoiding a VVar as long as poilible, their endeavouring 
as much a^ they could to bring Matters to an Accommoda- 
tion, is, in my Opinion, a Manifcftation of their PrudeDcej 
and of their Ikdfaft Regard for the Trade and Happinefi 
of their Country, Suppofe it true, which I have good Rea* 
fon to believe is iar Jrom being the Cafe, that the Spaniards 
were fo wrong-headed as to look upon our Regard for our- 
fclves, as a Sign of our Fear of thenij could this be called a 
Wcaknds in thofe that had the Management of otir Affliirs* 
efpecially as they have now convinced the Spaaiands of 
their Error? And* if the Court of Spain did really fell into 
fuch an Error, I hope, the Event of the prefent War will b« 
a Lifting Memorial fjr that Nation^ never to f<ill into fucli 
another. 

• Thus, Sir, I think, it is evident, that our prefent Mis* 
fortune of being engaged in a War with Spain, can be no 
Reafon for fetting up a parliamentary Entjuiry into our late 
Tranfa^tona with that Nation, unlefs it fbould he fa id, that 
we made unreafonable Demands upon them, or entered 
precipitJ^tely into the War, neither of which, 1 believe, will ^ 
be exprefly alledged by any of thofe Gentlemen who now ■ 
fecm fo fond of parliamentary Enquiries, tho' the Hon. ™ 
Gentleman has been pleafed to infinuate fomethirg like it ; 
for, J mult think, a War is precipitately entered into, if it Is 
begun at the very worll Time that could have been chofen ' 
for that Hurpofe. 1 cannot, however, be of his Opinion : 1 1 
cannot think, that lall Summer was the wortl, or the moft 
improper Time we could have chofen for cnt 
War, or ordering Reprizal^i againfl Spain. The Additions 
made by Spain to it& Nd^vy^ we knew, could be of no Sig- ' 
nificaiion in ;i War againrt this Nation ; and tho* the Courts \ 
of France and Spain have been of late more firmly united 
than they were about fifteen Vears ago ; yet that Union 
will not, I hope, prevail with France to afliil the Spaniard* 
in an unjuft War againtl us; but, if it fliould^ it i^ roc to 
t»c imputed to any Error in oar Conduft, but to the prefent 
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Ctrcnmfiaocca of che two Courti; for whiM the pre tent 
King of Spain lives, it is natural to fuppofe, chac there will 
be an Union bcEween the two ; and this is an Other very 
ftrong Argument for jiifli'ying the Length, o(, if Gent'cmeii 
pleafe, the Tedrotjfrieri of our Negotraiions ; becaufe, if the 
prefent King of Spain ha<3, in the mean time, happened ta 
die, we fhoutd probably have found that Court more I1exibl«» 
and more inclined to come co a friendly Accommodation 
with OS. Bur» as that Evem did not hdpper>, and as it be- 
came at Jaft abfolutely ncceiTiry for os to vind scale oar Rights 
by Force of Arms, we were obliged to take our Fate, let 
who wotild declare againft us i for, let the Situation of Af- 
fairs in Europe be what it will, I hope, it will always be the 
Happinels of this Narion to find proper and powerful AlJica 
upon che ConEinent» as foon as we haireOccafiOD for them. 
But, I muft: obferve. Sir, thai the belt Method to hive good 
Allies, is to fhew them, we can lUnd upon our own Leg^; 
for, if they fiiould fuppofe, wecannot do without them, they 
will of courfe impofe harder Terms upon us, th^n they could 
otherwife think of. 

* With regard to our own Condufl, therefore, I 4p not 
think there is the Ground forfufpeding it of any Wealc- 
nefs, cither in the Negotiations that preceded the War, or in 
the Time we cbofe for commencing u i and ponfequenEl/ 
there can be no >fecenity foi an Entjuiry, i. Indeed, never 
lieard of a parliamentary Enquiry into public Mca fa re s^ 
unlcfs they were fuch as hr<ci been firfl cenfured by Parlia* 
ment. Can this, Sir, be aledged againll any Part of ouf 
Ncgoiiations with Spain? Thofe Nt^gotiations did^ at 1 aft 
end in a Treaty i That Tr^ccy was approved of by Parlia- 
ment. If it had been rcniyrtd, there would then h:ive been 
good Reafon for enquiring inro the Megotiatious by which 
][ wa? concluded i but, fo ht othcrwjie, it was approved of, 
and j Hilly approved of by both Houfcs* in my Opinion > 
whatever fomc Gentlemen might rhinlc of it. By that 
Tfea':y, a Reparation for the Damage our Merchants had 
fuifered was exprcfly promifed ; n:iy a proper Provilion wag 
made for preventing any Search in Time to come. This 
w*s all we could defire, and the Confequencc ha^ fhewn^ ic 
was a good Treaty for this Nation : The Spaniards thought 
it fo good for us, that they a forwards refufed to perform 
their P.irt of it; and this ia the true and the fole Caufe of 
ihcprefent War; therefore, I am ftirprized^ ^ny Gentleman 
iHould pretcnJ to be ignorant of the Gaufe of this War, or 
thata parliamentary Enquiry is neceilary for informing any 
Man in the K.ingd*>m wJiat was the Caufe of the War, 

Vol- VL X )c Whaiercr 
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Anfit) ti.Cico Whatever Doubts Tome Gentlemen within Doors thaj^ 
li- ^7iP- have, however much they may refine, about the remote 

V*^*Y%«i»' Caufe of the War, I am perfuaded. Sir, no Gentlemen, or 
kt lealt very few, without Doors, pretend to doubt of the 
Court of Spain's beifig the fole Caufe of the War^ by re- 
fofing to fulfil that Convention they had fo lately atid fo 
folemnly agreed to. And, [ am as fully perfuaded, that 
^ith regard to the Negotiations which ended in that Treaty, 
there are ho Comp'aints^ without Doors amongil Men of 
Figure and Senfe^ except fuch as are prejudiced by their 
PalEohSi or fuch as are difafFe£led to his Majelly, and con- 
fequently ready to fihd fault with every Thing done by his 
Servants. If there are any Complaints witliout Doors, they 
are wholly among the Vulgar, the Ignorant, the Prejudiced 
and the Dif^ffe^led ; and if this Houfe were to fliewfo great 
a Regard to the Complaints of fuch Men, as to enter into 
a Parliamentary Enquiry, in order to convince or fatisfy 
fhem, we fhouki tiever be able to do any Thing elfe but 
enquire,* nor would fuch Enquiries ever convince or fatisfy 
them, but, on the contrary, would afford them new Matter 
for Complaint. 

Therefoi-e, Sir, whatever Right we riiafy have to enqaif'e, 
however much it may be our Duty to enquire into public 
Tr^nfa6lions, we are at prefent under no Neceffity, nor 
have we any Occafion to take up our Time with Enquiries. 
Bua even fuppofe an Enquify were neceflary, yet U may be 
prudent to delay going upon it for fonie Time i arid this, I 
think, is the Cafe wifh regard to the Enquiry now pro- 
p:)fed. Suppofe it were neceffary to enquire into our NC' 
gotiations with Spain antecedent to the Convention, it 
would, I think, be very imprudent to go upon it in this 
Seflion of Parliament ; becaufe it would be neceiTary to hav^ 
feveral Papers laid before os, tvhich it would be moft iro- 
pTudent to make pubHc, as every Paper muft be, that is 
laid before fuch a numerous Aitembly. Whether the Papers 
now moved for may be neceiTary for ah Enquiry into out 
late Negotiations with Spain, I (hall iiot determine; But 
this I may with Confidence afHrm, that the laying of all 
the Letters attd InIlru6lions moved for, before tliis Aflembly, 
might be attended with moft fatal Confequences to the 
Nation. 

« We all kttow, Sir, that the Spaniards lay the ^hole filame 
of the War upon us, by pretending. We were the firft that 
broke the Convention. Their Pretences, indeed, are fo 
weak, and fo apparently- ill-founded, that they do not de- 
ferve an Anfwer, and far lefs the Notk:c of this Hoafe; 
h\ii if this Mocioa fhouldbe agreed to^^and comjplied with 

by 
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l*y lib Majefiy, the Lrtters and Inftru£lions thereby called An npp^jOeo. 
for, might afford the Spaniards ioine pjaufible GroundSp at ^^- *7i9* 
Je^ft more plaufibk rban any ihey yec aUedged, for fay»ng> K^T^s^J 
it was this Nation that fiHt violated the Convention. If 
from thefe Papers it fhould appear, thaj hollile Inllradions 
were fent to aoy of our Sea-Commanders, or toar^y of pur 
Governors, tho' it (hould appear at rhe bme Time, tha( 
(hofc Inrtfu£tions were conditional, and not to be carried 
into Execution, unjcis the Court of Spain Oiould tcfuk fucl^ 
or fuch a reafonsble Demand, yet that Court wou'd from 
thence argue, that we had dealt deceitfally, or not can- 
didly, by them ; becagfe It from thence appeared, that we 
had been preparing to attack them> at ihe very Time %ve 
were tfCittflg vvitn them* BeCdes tbia, there are m*iny 
other Circurolbnces might appear from the Papers and In- 
flrii£lions now called lor, which might give the Conrt of 
Spain fome Colour, tho* not real Ground, fi^ir laying the 
Blame of the Wax at our Door j and as we do not kno\v 
what Eff:^ thefe colourable Pfetences might have upon 
foreign Couris, all of whom now look upon the War as 
owing to the ObRinacy of the Spaniards alone, we ought 
pott I think, in Prydence^ lo c^^il for any Papers ihac may 
probably farnilK our Enemies with fuch Prefencei. 

* Another fjul Confequencp that may probably arifp 
from having thefe Papers laid before u?, is a Difcovery of 
thafc Defjgn^ that are now to be executed againft the 
Enemy. ^1-et us confider, Sir, the Circumllancci the Na- 
lion was in lail Year. His Majefly was by the Advice of 
his Parliament tq make a laft Attempt for accommodatiiig 
our Djffferences with Spain in an amicable Manner; For 
this Purpofe, he was to make a peremptory Demand of 
tvery Thing we had ^ Right to infilt on ; and for making 
this Demand effe^lual, or at kail to give it its due Weight, 
Jie fent Adniifal Haddock whb a Squadron into the Medi- 
terranean, and Cornmodore Brown with another to the 
Weil Indies ; ip order to fhew the Court of Spain, thiit w^ 
were rtfolved to begin Hollilities, jf they attempted co 
quibble with us any longer- This had ihp defired Effeft : 
It produced the Convention, by which, as ( have faid^ 
we obtained all we could dc^rt^ Wc mufl fuppofe, that 
thefe Squadrons were fumiflied with Ititlru£lions for be- 
ginning Hollilities, in cafe the Court of Spain had abfo- 
Jmely refafed to treat with ys upon a reafonable Footing i 
and confequcntly we mufl fuppofe, that in the Inllruaiona 
there were Schemes laid down, how our Squadrons were to 
t^gin the Attack, and where they were to make the firlt 
lioitiJe Attempt y^on the Enemy. As Spain fubmitEed, and 
X X z concluded 
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Anno tj, dco coijclu^cd a niofl rf tfooabJe Treaty \wfth m, thtte w« 

ir 1 75 p. ^jjcn no Occafion for carrying aoy of thofc Sclieinrs or 

V-Z'^V^^^ Defigtis iuio E^eicoEion j bti: now that Spain has, by adding 

, Breach of Faith to her former Obllmacy, obliged m to 

» begin the War, thefe Schemes or DeijgT»s, or fomc of 

them, mufl now bcCitrried inco Execution ; and before tbil 

is done I 1 am furc it would be very imprudent to difcorer 

them to the Enemy, which wouJd be the cermin Confc- 

quence of having the Letters and Intlrgdions now caUed for, 

laid bifore us. We fhould thereby give Spain an Oppof- 

tunity of prgviding againft every Attack we can make, and 

cf taking all poSibJe Means for rendermg our Ddigns 

^gaind (hem abortive^ 

* Sir, whatever Opt ij ion the People without Doors may 
have of the pail Condiid of thofe, who have the Dire^ion 
of our public AiFair;, I am certain, ihey would have no 
good Opinion of, nor any Confidence in their future Con- 
da^, fhould they agree to this Motion, or advife his Ma- 
jcfty to comply with it ; I mull, therefore, be of Opinion, 
that. IhouJd wc agree to the Addicfs propofed, his Maje^y 
would iind himfelf under a. Necefllty of refiifing our Reqiielt f 
and a9 1 am very well aflured, that his Majelty will never 
refufc any reafotiable Requcil that cau be made to him by 
his Parliament, 1 fhall afw^iys be againll making any Re* 
qacIU which, f think, he cannot in Prudence, or con- 
fiflencly with the Welfare of his Kingdoms, fu y comply 
wtth. The Addrefs propofed, 1 hope, I have fliewn to be 
a Rcquell of this Namre i this is the Liglu I view it in ; 
and this is a moH fubilaDtial Reafon for my giving a Ne- 
gative to the Motion,- 

Edmund Waller, Efq; 
S I n, 

£a«unA WaL ' ^ ^^^^ readily admit, that the Rights and Privileges 
Uri if%> ' ^f Parliament have not o J late Years been fo much difputed 
by our Minillers, as they were formerly, and if it wejc 
necefiary, I could give a very good Rcafon for this Coro- 
pkifaueie on the Part of our Mini tiers; but the acknowr 
ledgjng t>f our Right to enquire will fignify but Uttle, if j| 
fhoM ever come to be in the Power of Minillers, to pre- 
vail with a Majority of this Houfe, to put a Negative upon 
every Qreflion that tends to an Enquiry. This, I hope, is 
isot now otir Cafe i but I mufl oMerve, that, for many Years 
paft, either our Minifters have been extremely good, or 
pur Parliaments extiemely complaifanti for there has been 
no re:^ui:ir Parliamentary Enquiry into the Condya of aeiy 
0h^ ^linjlko whilit he comjnued ro ^^ ff»i and If no Mi- 
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niflcr*3 Condu£^ h ever to be examined by Parliament, till Anrro t|, Ge« 
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after he is given up by the Crown, I cannot think, that 

Partiamentary Enquiries will ever be of aJiy great Service ^^"^w^K/ 

Co the Nation. The Hon, Gentleman thai fpoke lall, has 

been fo good as to acknowledge our Right to enquire into 

the Condu£l of public Affairs ; but if the Arguments he heis 

been pleafed to make ufe of upon this OccaiiDnj be allowed 

to be of any Weight, lam fure, no Parliamentary Enquiry 

into a Min]fter*s Conduft can ever be fet on Foot, becaufe 

they wilt be of equal Weight againlt every future Enquiry, 

and every Motion that may tend to that End. 

* The Hon. Gentleman isple^fed to fiy, we ought never 
to enquire, but when there appears to have been a flagrant 
Error in the Condudt of our pubHc Affkirs. Sir^ how js 
this Erf or to appeaTj if we arc never to have laid before us 
any Papers that relate to the late Conduft of our public 
ACairs f Does not every Gentleman feej that the End of an 
Enquir}' is here millaken for the Caufe ? A general Sufpi- 
cintiy therefore, mi^ft always be a good Caufe, and this is 
what gave Ckcafion for the prefent Motion. There is at 
pre fen t the ilrong'Ul Reafon to fgfped jnolt egregious Error ■ 
in the late Condud of our pabiic Affairs, and wc deiire ta 
have the Papers now moved for bid before ua, that we may 
frotti thence point out the Errors our Mioillers may have 
been guilty of, or remove the Sufpicions which are now fo 
general, and which may have been unjuflly conceived. But 
I will go farther; I will affirm that^ if our Miniftera 
have been ^ilty of no Error in their late Condu^, they 
have at leafl been guilty of a molt egregious Miftake, They 
declared, with the greateff Affurance^ for fevcral Years 
together, that they had Reafun to hope for a happy Wnt 
from their pacific Negotiations. Docs it not now evidently 
appear, that they were millaken ? And a» I can difcover 
fiO material Diderence between ao Error and a MifUke, I 
mud therefore thinks chat from the Hon. GentTeman^s owq 
Argument, there h an abfolute and apparent NeccfTity for 
enquiring into our late Condufl ; ajid if there be a NeceCty 
for examining o»ir late ConduQ, we ought to hive ati Pa pert 
t)efore us, that may any way contribute to our Information^ 

• Whether we ought, or ought not to enquire into the 
]ace Condud of our public Affviirs is therefore, I think, m 
Quell ion that can admit of no Difputc, and, J think, it hat 
not been fa id, that the Papers called for are not necefTary 
for our Information. But we are totd, they cannot be laid 
before us^ becaufc the Secrets of our Governmem would 
thereby be difcovered to our Enemies, which might be of 
_ ipifchievow Confcquence to the Natioi]. Thtt tbcfe Papers 
■ ^maifi 
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Anty> if< ^f^ contain fome Secrets, which our Minifters do not defire tji 
>^>r^ have difpovcred, is what I am fully convinced of. otherwifq 

V-rw\i^ this MpMpn would not be fp ftren^ioufly oppofed : But that thi^ 
J)ifcqvery miglft be of any mifchievous Confequenceto the 
Nation, i? what I very much doftbt of. It \s what every 
Qentlei^an, as a Member of this Hoqfe, ought to doubt 
of, b^aufe in the prefent Cafe, we ought certainly to have 
^11 the Infori^anon that can be given confidently with the 
pqblic Safety ; and i" a Cafe where we ought to doubt, it is 
below the Dignity of this Aflembly to take a Refolution of 
that Poubt from any of our own Members, In fuch a 
.Cafe, it is ,^om his Majjefly alone we can accept of any 
Satisfadlion, and the only Method of obtaining that Satis- 
fadlion js^by agreeing to |he Addrefs propofed. Can our 
prefenting fuch an Addrefs be attended with any bad Confe. 
quence I If his Majefly, by way of J\n(wfr, fli<>Ml4 ^^^^ *^^i 
that fome of thofe Papers could not fafely be laid )?tfort us, 
>v^0uld fpcl) ai!i Anfwer be attended with any bad Confe- 
quence ? Could it be faid to be a Refufal of our Requeii I 
^Q, Sir, eyery Refbfal of fuch Requeil implies, in its own 
Nature, theConditioaof its being confident with the public 
^^fety i| and therefore his MajeAy's telling us that it is not, 
will always be looked on by a dutiful Hpufe of Coniinphs, as 
^ fufRcient Anfwer to fqch a Requefl 9 but it is an Anfwer w^ 
can take from none bnt oui^ Sovereign : It is t)eneath our 
Dignity to take fuch an Anfwer from any of his Servants. 

^uppofing then Jthere was a Probability, that fome of 
thefe Papers might make a Difpovery, which would be of 
dangerous Cqnfequence to the Nation, it wpuld be no Argu- 
inent againd our agreeing to the N^otion. But fo far other-- 
wife^ ^t is not ppfTible to iuppofe, that any of the Papers iio\j^ 
caljed for contain any Secrets, the Difcovery of which might 
be of bad Confequence tp the Nation,. without fuppofingqur 
Minifters to have been guilty of a very gre^t Weaknefs. I 

Sill grant, that in Rummer, 1738, we were, or at leafl our 
iniftcjps were, in a State of Uncertainty aWbut War or 
I'ea^e. I (hall grant, it was right in them to contrive aD4 
form S<^hemes fbr attacking the Spaniards, in cafe they had 
refufed to t^eat >yith i^s upon a reafonable Footing ; but 
lyhifil they were in this Doubt, I am fure it would have 
bee^ very wrpnj^, in then^, tQ l^ave con\municatcd fuch 
Schemes, either to tl\e Commanders of our Squadrqns, or to 
^e Governors of our Pjanutions^ For as no fuch Scheme 
^puld hp carrried intp Execution by them, till they had ai\ 
Recount from^ hence, that our pacific Negotiations were en- 
tirely broke o^ and War refolved on ; and as (he fame 
¥«>rt<« tfea^^rricc^ thenj ^his Acwmit^ «ii|ht likewifc 



SaVc pitied tlicm tlje Schemes our Minfilefs had fbnijrf. Anno h SeS, 



with proper Inftruflions for piutitig them in Exectiiioji, it 
would have b^en in oil mipradent and ra{h in our Minijlers, 
to give or fend them anjr warlike Sdiemes, or Inllruftiohs 
for executing any fuch Scheme, before thty fcnt them art 
Account of our NegotfauonsbdfigeniircEy broke off. Wc 
taonoti therefore, fuppofe, that any of the Letters of fn* 
flfuftsons now called for contain any SecreE?|Orany Schemes 
whicb^are now to be execated, unlefs we uippofe that our 
MiniJlers were guilty of a Fkce of great Wcilknefs i and it 
wc fup^ofe them guilty of fuch a Piece of Weaknefs, it is 
^ good Rea ton, not otily for enquiring into their Gonduft, 
but for removing them from our public Coyncils; for in the 
dangerous, and, I arn afraid, long Journery we are now 
entered upon, it is not likely, thtle Minili^rs can carry u^ 
ihro* with Safety, that made fuch a Trip at the firft Outfct, 
* Sir, if the Letters and InftruQious now called for^ were 
fuch as they ftught to hate been, they could contain nothing 
flit Orders and Diredions how to take ciire of out Trader 
and prevent oiir Merchrints being farther plundered^ whilll 
we were negotiating wiLh ihtjfe that had plundered them* ft 
was certainly our Bufmcfs to prevent, as much as poffiblr^ 
our Merchants being plundered during the Cotirfc of our 
Negotiation, not only for the fake of ourTrade^.but for tht 
ffike of fucceeding in our Negotiation j for the hh we fuf- 
ftrcd, the lefs Reparation we had to demand, and the lefs we 
had to demand, the more eafily might we expefl to obtain 
Satisfs<Q:ion in an amicable way. It was, thereforej the 
Buty of thofe, whofe Bufincfs it was, to fend the moft pru- 
dent and cxa£b Initrudlions to our Commanders, Governors^ 
and Gonfuh, to take aU proper care of our Trade in the 
menn time : And here, I believe, the Secret lies. Confidet- 
ing how many of our Merchant Ship* were felied^ how 
many plundered, and fome perh^pa* with iheir whole Crewj 
funk, after being Itripped of every 1 hing the Pirates thought 
valuable, there is the greatell Reafun to fufpe6» that due 
Care wa5 not taken of our Trade, nor proper Inftra^ioha 
given for that PurpofCf and this is the S^cret^ I belietc; 
which fome amongft us are fo niuch afraid of haiing difcd- 
Tercd ; but will the Difcovery of this Secret be atteijded! 
with any mifchievous Confcquence to the Nation? Can the 
Enemy from thence get any Advantage * On the eoairary, 
Silt if this Secret be not now difcovcred * if thofe who ueg- 
le^ed, or did not know how to take care of our Trade tn 
Time of Peace, be tek lo take care of it in Tinte of Wif ^ 
this Nation muft Juffcr many L< ITes io Trade, and the Efteiny 
fliuA re<^p ma ay Advaiitages^ which neither we j^ald hatt 
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Anno t|, GcofuCfifedt nor they hive reaped, if proper Cftre had been 

^zJ]^' tflkcn to prevent it. This k a Conlequence, and a fatal 
V^irS.prf' Confequcnce, which Reafon tmy CQBVtnce us of^ and it 1% 
in my Opinion , confirmed by what has already pafTed firtcc 
the War be^an; for if the Enemy, in every Tour Months, 
during the Continuance of the War^ fkoM be able to t:ikc 
as many of our Merchant-Ships^ ai they have done m the 
four Months fhice it began, lam afraid, we [hall ndtherget 
Honour nor Advantage by the War, and in the mean Tiflie 
our Trafie v^ili be utterly undone* 

< As for the Handle the Enemy may get from ihefe Pa- 
pers, far throwing the Biame of the War upon this Nacion, 
ii IS impoiTibie to (uppofc they can get fuch a Handle from 
tbcfcj or fiOHi any Papers that can be bid before Parlia- 
ment. The Caufe of ihe War is now (o well itnown, that 
h is needlefs either iot them or us to diflcmble or difgdfe it 
any longer. The Non payment of the 95P000L ftipalaicd 
by the Convention, was not the Caufe ol the War ; but the 
Unavoidablencfs of a WaV, without giving tip the Point of 
Search, wa^ the C»ufe of that Non payment. U h known 
10 all Europe* as well as to every Man in this Nation, that , 
the two principal Points in Difpme between Spain and us , 
were Reparation fur pad Suffer ings^ and no Search in Time 
to come* The Spaniards, I believe^ were from the Begin- 
ning refolved to grant u^ neither the one not the other, but 
were willing to negotiate with us as long as we pleafed, 
becaufc, in the mean time, they had an Opportunity to en- 
rich themfelvc^ by the Plunder of our Merchants ; and tho' 
a Safpenfion at leall of fearching till the Point o* Right 
ihould be dererniinedj onght to have been a Preliminary to 
any Negotiation, yet we not only entered upon a Negotia- 
tion, but have concluded two Treaties with them, without 
ibpulating fo much as a Sufpenfion of fearching our Ships 
upon the open Seas. In this manner we continued to nego- 
tiate with them for almoft twenty Years, and would, J be- 
lieve, have Ibll continued to do fo, if the Spirit of the Na- 
tion had not at laft rifen up agjiinU this tedious, hopclefs, 
and unequal Method cf Negotiation ; far the late Conven- 
tion gave us nothing but a new Fund for Negotiation, It 
gave us no Security, it gave us noS.itisf;^£lion, it gave us no 
JRep ration, but what the Spaniards them^lves had before 
acknowledged to be jmftly due to us» Before this Conven- 
tion was concluded, the King of Spain himfdf had allowed 
fix of our Ships to have been unjuflly feissed : Thefe fix Ships» 
I fiippofe, he reckoned worth 27*000 E. and thia was alt the 
Reparation he would agree to give. If w» would accept of 
fius Repiratjon, reieafe all other Demands^ and leave the 
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Pdnt of Search, as v/dl as all other Dirputcp, to a new Anno ij,<3cp. 
Negotbcion, the Spaniartls were wilUrtg lo conclude a Treaty ^^ *73P' 
or Convcntiort with us ; ant! (q fond were we of having z K^^r^^ 
Treaty of fomc fort or other, that we agreed to thefe Terms, 
But tho* this Treaty was not cenfurcd, as^ in my Opinion^ ii 
ought to hai'e been, within Doorsi yet it wis to much ceH' 
fartit &nd fo loudly and generally exclaimed againft withoue 
Doors« that our Ministers faw, the Nation would neither 
give op, nor bear to ncgojme any longer about the Point of 
Search, nor would it bear with icdng the South -Sea Com- 
pany tnade a &icrific<^ of to the unj Jlt Refentment of ihe 
Court of Spain. 

• This the Court of Spain were fenfible of, as well as onr 
Minillers i and as the Court of Spaiti were refolved not to 
yield ro us in either of thefe Points, they faw, that a War 
was unavoidable, even tho' thty ha<i paid ihe 95,0001, ilipu-p 
lated by the Convenijon, Therefore, as [ have faid, it waa 
not the N on- payment of that Sum that w.-^s the Caufc of 
the iWar^ but it was the Unavoidiblcnefs cjf a War that was 
the Caufe of that Non paymeuc ; and it was the Court of 
Spain's obilinately infilling upon thefe two Points, which of 
their Side were moft unjuU, chat was the Caufe of a War's 
becoming unavoidable. Thia every Man of Senfe, both 
Abroad and at Home, is fully apprised of. If is the 
unjoll Obftinacy of the Court of Spain » that mull, by every 
one, be looked on as the Caufc of the War i but whether 
that Obftinacy was occafioned by the Conduct of our Mini- 
iters, is a Qucftion of a different nature, and a Qnellion that 
win, 1 hope, be fooo examined into, in the only Place 
where fuch a Queilion can be properly examined, I mean, a 
freep an independent, and an unbi.-ifled Britifb Parliament. 

* Confidcring the Power of the two Nations ; confidering 
the Incapacity of Spain, cither Co hurt this Nation, or to 
defend itielf againft us ; and confidcring how fcvcrely it has, 
in /ormer Reigns, felt ihc Weight of our Rcientment, ic 
mud be allowed, Sir, that the Oblilnacy of the Court of 
Spain, in Points that are fo manifellly unjult, h both fcr- 
pnzing and unaccountable. It muft be allowed to be a fuffi* 
cient Cauie foj fufpeding the Condi»£t ol our NfgotiatorSp 
and as Sufpicion is a good Caufe hr a parliamentary Enquiry, 
for this Reafon, if there were none other, thi;ir Cd^dufl 
ought to be llriftly enquired into^ and all Papers neecitdry 
for that Purpofe ought to be laid before us. Hut accortting 
to the Honourabic Gentkman's way of arguing, it wilf r,l- 
way4 be either too early or too late, to cail for any Papers 
that may give Light into the Condud of a Miniilcr. W hi lit 
he if alive, andcntrulled by the Crown, it will always be 
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AjmoijfGeo too early for ibis Honfe to call for any Papers relating to hu 
Condafij becaufe you may thereby difcotfer the Secrets of 
the Government : Itj Tiinc of Peace you may thereby dif- 
turb, or render frultlefs, hia Negotiation* for pre vrn ting a 
Wari and m Time of War, you may thereby difcover hu 
Schemes for carrying it on. Thus, wh'iUl he h aJive, actd 
favoured by the Crown, k will always be too early to call 
for any Papers relating to his Conduct ; and after he if 
dead, I am fure« it will be too late to enquire into his Con- 
duft:^ At this Rate, Sir, you muH never enquire into the 
Conduft of any Mmifter, whilH hecantinues iii favour with 
the Crown i and if this ihould be laid down as a Maxim, it 
would deflroy the chief Ufe of Parliaments* The Nation 
would have no legal way left of getting rid of a weak or 
wicked MiniAerj and if thii fhould ever come to be our 
Cafe, it would be ridiculous In us to boail of the Happinefs 
of our Con iH tut ion, or to fay. We are a free People* 

' For thi$ Realon> Sir, I hope the Arguments whtch the 
Honourable GenEieman has been pleafed to make ufe of^ will 
have no Weight, cither in this Cafe, or any other of the 
like nature. E\it in this Cafe, there is not the leait room for 
making ufe of fuch an Argument : bec^iufe it k impoHible 
to (uppofe the Papers, now calJed for, contain any Secrets 
that ought [Jot to bedijcovered, without fuppofmg our Mint* 
iters to have been guilty of great Wcaknefs, and this* 1 
hope, the Honourable Gentleman is far iro»i fuppoling, or 
defiring othtrs to fuppofe. 

liobert Tracy, Efq; 

The vtry Argument the Honourable Gentlemen have 
made ufe of in favour of this Motion, is with me an Argu- 
ment for being againll it. They (ayi it is neccHiry to make 
a folemn parliamentary Enquiry into the late Condud of 
our public Affairs, and thercfure, tt is nccellary to have ihcfe 
Papers laid bcioi^ ub. Now, I think, it is not in the Icaft 
necfilary to make any Enquiry into the late Condu£l of our 
public AfFiirs, and therefore, I think, there Im no Necelfity 
for our h*ving thefe Papers, or any other Papers of the like 
nature laid before m. I entertijn no Safpicions, thai there 
was either Weaknefs, or WickeJiiefr, in any of our late 
M&'ifures : 1 chink ihey were all as prudent and as right at 
could he expt'dled from human Wifdom ; and I have this 
Comfort, thac my Opinion has always been, and, I hope, 
ill 11 is iht Opinion oJ Parliament, I do not remember that 
^ny one pub'ic Meafure has lately been taken, but what has 
kad the previous Confcnt, or the poikrior Approbation of 
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PsTfitmcnt; and therefore, I can fee no Reafon why we Ann 0,13 Geo, 
(hoisid interrupt our Miniflcrs lo the Profecution of the juft II i73P* 
And ncceiFary War we are now engaged tn, by putting them t/^V^J 
upon their Trial before this AiTembiy. 

• I can find no Fault, Sir, with any Part of the Conduft 
of thofe who are now our Miniiiers, but [ am really fur- 
prized at the Conduct of thofe that oppofe them, and who 
are now the Advocates for thi3 Moiion* Tfaey feem in their 
CcnciufI:, or, at Icajt, in fome Part of it, to imitate a Man 
whom, 1 am certain, they do not like. The King of Spain^ 
Siff feems to have laid it down as a Maxim^ that he may 
abdicate the Crown, and take it up again, whenever he thinks 
fit. He has already done fo once 1 but if he abdicates a 
jecond time, I hope they wonk again gtve him leave to 
lefume. 1 hope he will be fcrvcd as a neighbouring Mo- 
narch was, who, it u thought, had J ike wife a Defign of re- 
afccndjng the Throne, but was prevented by being locked 
up in a Caftle. The Gentlemen in theOppofition, fike the 
King of Spain, have once already retfrcd from their Seati 
in this Houfe, and like him too, have again refumed them : 
If they do fo a fecond timej I think they ought to be taken 
at their Word, and prevented from having it jn their Power 
lo return. The King of Spain, and hii Qccen togeiht^r, 
ever iince he refumed the Crown, hp.ve hetn raifmg continual 
BroiliiAnd DiAurbances in Europe: In this too t he fe Gen- 
tlemen feem to imitate him : Tney feem, I think, to come 
here only with a Defign to raifeDillurbances, and to impede 
and retard the public Meafures, at s Time when every En- 
gine of Government ought to be hfz to afl with the mmoil 
Vigour and Freedom. Even this Motion I null look on at 
a Profecution of the fame Defign, and therefore, I ihall b« 
ag^init cur agreeing to it/ 

George Heathcote, Efq; 
S I R, 

* Whatever the Honourable Gentleman that fpokc lafl q^^ Hea^^h- 
may think, whatever the Majority of this Hout'e may think cote, Eiq^ 
of our late public Meafures, J am very fure the Majority of 

the Nation do not approve of them. The Majority of the 

Nation rot only cfifepprovcd of the pacific, negotiating Hu- 

mour that for fo many Years prevailed amongU usj but they 
did, they do A ill fufpefl, that our Negotiators were either 
moll egregioufly impofed on by the Court of Spain, or in> 
duced from fome private Motives of their own, to continue 
negotiating, and fuffering our Merchants to be plundered, 
after their being fully affured that their Negotiations could 
have DO Succefs, If the former wm their Cafe, they were 
Y y 2 guilty 
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jSeo^gailty of a moR pernicious Weaknefa ; if the latter, of t 
I^* '73P' moft hemou» Wjckcdnefs. Thb is ihe way of thickmg 
i^^^^S^ with almoft every Man whbout Doors, nay, h h the way 
of talking with almoft every Man without Doors, that ii 
not paid for talking othcrwife; arid, indeed, the very nature 
cf the Cafe mull, in my Opimon, make every Mao think 
fo, whatever way he rriay calk. It ts now idniofi twenty 
Years fince the Spaniard* iet up their Pretence to a R^ghcof 
ftfarching our Ships m the American Seas, and kjzing and 
con fi feat ing fucb as had what they were plea fed to call con- 
traband Goods onboard. It isalmotl twcniy Years jince 
they began to exercifc this Rights and they have continued 
to exercife it without Interruption, and with great Suceefs, 
except when they fufpeoded it, that they mighE afterwards 
reaiTume the Exercife of it with the more Safety. 

* If they had-«nly fet up fuch a Right, Sir, without mtk* 
ing ufe of it, or if the Ufe they made of it had done no 
im mediate Prejudice to this Nation, we might have nego- 
tiated with them alfeut it for fome Vears, we might have 
delayed infiiling peremptorily upon their giving it up in 
exprefi Terms J but, as they not only fet it up, bur made 
ufe of it; and as the Ufe they mnde of it was iniinitely prc- 
jndicial, as well as difhoiiDurable to the Nation, it is ^mA%lng 
that we did not bring them to a pofiilve Declaration upoa 
this Head many Years ago: One wgytd reaUy chi^kt our 
^ Miniflers were infatuated, and cannot help concluding, that 
they muil either h^ve been mol"^ egregioufly impofed on by 
the Court of Spain, or that, with their Eyes open, they 
facriiiced the Rights, the Honour, the Trade, and the Navi- 
gation of their Country, to fome private Views of their 
own. Before this Dilpute came to an open Ropiure, frc- 
tjuent Attempts were made in this Houfc to enc]^uife into thil 
Part of our MiniAer'sConduft, and Motions were frequently 
made for haviitg fuch Papers laid before us, as were necef- 
fary for thatPurpoi^i but, we were then toJd, that the 
by ing fuch Papers before us would interrupt the Courfe of 
oar Negotiations, and would, probably, make a War una- 
voidable, which might be otberwife prevented. This al- 
ways prevented any Enquiry into the Condud of our Nego- 
tiators, duiing the Courfe cf their Negotiations; and, now 
we are told, you mufl not have the Paperfi necejlary for 
fuch an Enquiry laid before you, becaufe it will dikover 
thofe Schemes that have been concerted by our wife Mini- 
fler^ for carrying on the VVar, 

* Sir, an Honourable Gentleman has already ffiewn, that 
it 11 impolfible to luppofe any fuch Difcovery can be tnade^ 
by the Papers now called for; but I will go farther, I will 
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infiH upon It, ihatfiich a Discovery, if it werema^e, eould Annor^.GtOi 



do ua no Prejudice, but ihat on the contrary, h may be of 
gre<it Service. We have no Occafmn, Sir^ ta make a Secret 
of any of our Beligns ag^inft theSpainifh Weil Indies, and 
there. I hope^ moll of our Schemes agamdSpin a re » and 
will be laid. Suppofe our MlniHers had, during their late 
Negotiations J concerted fach hollife Schemes, and fuppofe 
they were fo weak, ai to communicate ehofe Schemes to our 
Sea- Commanders, our Governorsi or our Consuls, and to 
have fent Inilrudions for carrying ihem into Execution, be* 
fore the> knew whether they were to be executed or no ; 
for tho^ they may be wife, I do not cake them to be Conjti- 
rcrSj and, therefore, I cannot Tuppofe, they knew what 
Refoluuons the Court of Spain would come to, upon our 
jnaking a peremptory Demand. 1 fay, fuppofe aU that ia 
this Cafe can be fuppofed^ h k, now that War is decJared* in 
the Power of Spoin to prei^ent the Execution of fuch 
Schemes, or to take any Meafures for rendering the £jeecu« 
lion more dificult.^ Suppofe we had concerted a Scheme fOr 
making an Attack upon the Havana, upon Carthagenm^ 
Vera Cruz, or any of the other Spanilh Settlements in Ame- 
rica, could the Spaniards now fend a Reinforcement of 
Troops to any of thofe Places, if we take proper Meafures 
to prevent it ? Whilft wc are Mafters ac Sea, it Is evident 
they cannot; therefore aDifcoveryof fuch Schemes can do 
tio Prejtidice, but may be of Service to the Nation, becaufc 
jt may fraghten the Co4irt of Spain into a Compliance with 
finr jiitl Demands, which h l3te only way they have, or can 
take for preventing the Execution of them* 

• The Obiiinacy of the Court of Spain^ during the Goutfe 
of our Negotiations, I am convinced. Sir, proceeded en- 
tirely from the Fgnorance or the llmidity of oar Negotia- 
tors, which gave that Court Reafon to think, either that 
we did not underiland our own Rights, or that we were 
afraid of endeavouring to vindicate them by Force of Arms » 
and now chat War is declared, I am convinced, that their 
Obftjoacy in continuing the War, rather than fubmit to 
reafonablc Terms, can proceed from nothing but a Belief, 
that we either do not know how to profecuce the War, or 
that we dare not profecutc it in the proper Way, for fear 
of difobltging their Friends the French* If from a Difcovery 
of our Schemei, it ftiould appear, that we both know how 
to pro lee ate the War, and dare profccute it in the proper 
Way, which, I hope, will appear, whenever our Schemes 
are difcovered, I Am pcrfuaded, it would put an End to the 
Obiiinacy of the Spaniards, and, confequently, lo the pre- 
jcoi War, which ^all bt allowed to be incouveiueat for 
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Armon.Gfoytff but It may, pro'jaVyp be fttal to them. There i^rtt 
II, 17 5p, there C^n be uo Danger in our having the Papirs now called 

Ky^y^S^ for laid before us : VVithaui them, or, at leaft, molt d 
them* we can have no Satisfidbn as to our paft Con dud; 
and whatever we may fhink about it, we ooglt 10 have 
fomc Regard to what our Conflftuents think of it : Many 
of r hem have Tuffrred by the TetJiourneA of our Negotia-^ 
tlons : Moll of them complained of our continuing fo long a 
to negotiate, under the Jnfuftfi and Depredations we were 
the eby expofed to; and as our Negouatsons now appear to 
have btea froitlefs, thofe that are to Tuffer by the War 
have Reafon to s&, why they were made to fuifer fo routb 
by the Peace ? In this chcy cxped Sau^f^dion from Parlia* 
ment, and if they Ihould be ditappjinted, they will, J fear,^ 
jbiive the fame Opinion of u^, that moil of them, I be!kve,fl 
have of our late Negotiators: They will think, we have a^ 
greater Regard to our own Eafe and Tranquillity, than we 
have to the Honour of the Nation, or the Happinefs of tbe 
People i which 13 a Character I Ihall always endeavour to 
avoids and J therefore, I muH be for agreeing to the Moctoa 
now under our Confideratton, 

Sir John Barnard. fl 

Sir, ™ 

Sir John Bar- * I Have always attended my Duty in this Hoitfe, and 
nard. always fhall, as long as the People freely and voluntarily 
do me the Honour of chufing me one of their Rtprefen- 
tativea ; bur if we are never to enquire mto the Condudof 
any Minider, till that Minifter, or the Crown, gives us 
I^ave to do fo, our attending here^ or opr meeting together 
in this Houfe, wil! he of very little Signification to the 
People ; for, 1 may venture to prophefy, that if ever we 
ftiould have a Hotjfe of Commons fo complatfant to the 
Crown, as not to enquire into the Condufl of any of it* 
Miniftcrs, without a Cc^nge for that Purpofc, fuch a Houit J 
of Commons will be as complaifant in every other Refpedfl 
attd will confequcntly agree to every Law the Crown may™ 
be plea fed to propofe, and to every Grant the Crown may 
be pleafed to demand, and tofiil on. Like fome of the 
petty States in France or Germany, we may make humble 
Rem on II ranees to our Sovereign, and reprefcnt ocr Inability 
to comply with the Free gift demanded of U5 ; but when our 
Sovereign, or his Prime Minifter, faysj It muft be done, 
we may depend on it, that hich a Houfe of Commons will 
always fabmit and agree to what i* demanded of the©. 
The Gentlemen of the other Side^ of the Quell ion Ihoold 
be caatious of menuoning any Thing that has been lately 
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^one 1ft Spain^ for there are m^ny Things noWdonein Anno i^^ Ceo. 
that Kingdom, which neither would nor could be done, U^ 17 J^* 
if their Corfez had prelerved their ant rent Freedom and In- ^../^/""N/ 
dependency! and, if the Maxims thefe Gentlemen have 
been p leafed to advance upon thli Oc cation fhould ever be 
leceivcd in this Kingdom, our Parliaments will foon become 
as complaifant 10 the Crown, and of as little Ufe ca |he 
People, as the Cortes: now are in Spain. 

* A Parliamentary Enquiry into a Minifter*s CondnS is, 
1 find* very much miilaken by the Gentlemen who oppofe 
this Queftion. Sir, it is not a Trial : It is a Sort of Debt 
which every Minifler owes to the PLibHc. A Minillcr is 
a Sort of Agent or Steward for the Public; and is not 
every S:eward obliged to give an Account of his Scewaid- 
ihip ? When a Lord happens, upon the general View ofiiis 
Afflitrs, to be perfcdlly fddsiied with the Management of his 
Steward, he may fave himfclfthe Trouble of examining^ 
or appoidting others to examine particularly into his Ste- 
ward's Condoft and Accounts ; and, in the fame Manner, 
when a Nation happenr^ upon the general View of public 
AffairSj to be perfedly well fatisfied with the Conduct of 
its iVJ in liters, there is no Neccility for a particular Enquiry 
into thdr Condu£t ; but, wjlT any Gentleman fay, this is 
our Cafe at prefent ? Sin our CondufI, as Members of ihb 
Houfcj i^ not, in this Cafe, to be dircfted by our own Opi- 
nion- This Houfe is not the Lord to whom our Minillers 
are to anfwer for their Condufl : The People is the Lord to 
whom they are to anfwer, and we arc appointed by the 
People to examine into their Conduct and Accounts. There- 
fore, when the People in general, or a great Part of them, 
feem diiTatisfied with the Condud of public Affairs, it is oor 
Dmy^ whatever we ourfelves may think, to iiiake a iln€i 
and impartial Enquiry into the Condud of our Minillers » 
and to call for all Papers that may be neceilary for that 
Purpofc. This is not fubje^mg our Minilterij to a Trial, 
it is otiJy making them gtve an Account to the People, of 
their Stewardlhip, which is an Obligation they lay them- 
fclvcs under, when they accept of being the Minilleraof 
the Crown, and confetjuently the Stewards of the People; 
and they ought 10 be ready to perform this Obtigition, 
when, and as often as the People may pleafe to require ic. 
I am lorry it is not performed much oitner than has been 
ufaal of late Years : I am fure, the oftner k is performed, 
the more it will redound to the Honcuc of a good Admini- 
Itration, the better Safe guard it will be to the People againft 

eh and OpprelTions of a bad one. 
dvatc Likt S.r, wc know that a good and laithfiil 
Sicw:ird 
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AfUH>i)yG<x>. Steward Is deliroas of having his Management and Ac- 
^U. i7|p. counts examined and fettled as often as po£ible : No Man 
^^"V^^ that has honed Inteniions deiires tp have long, or will have 
perplexed Accounts ; and therefore, an Examination of 
them can give him no Concern, nor can it give him moch 
Trouble, or take up any coniiderable Part of his Time. 
In public Life, I am convinced it will always be the iarae : 
When there is no Fraud nor Mydery in a Minifter^s Con- 
dudl, he will be delirous of having it often enquired into : 
Such Examination can give him no Trouble, nor take up 
any Part of his Time ; becaufe his Papers, his Vouchers, 
his Meafures may be eafily underHood, and will joflify 
themfelves. Therefore, when I £nd Miniflers cutting and 
fhuffling, and making ufe of all their Art to prevent an 
Examination into their Cbndud, it will always be, with 
me, a ilrong Argument for an immediate and Arid En- 
quiry. But now, it feems, we mud not enter upon an 
Enquiry, becaufe it will take off the Thoughts of our Mi« 
niders from the Profecution of the jud and neceffary War 
we are at prefent engaged in. Sir, I am furprized to hear 
this Argument made ufe of; for, it is very well known, 
that none of our Generals or Admirals have had any chief 
Concern in our Adminidration for thefe feveral Years, nor 
has any one of them ever once been employed in our Ne- ' 
gotiations ; therefore their Thoughts can be no way taken 
qp by an Enquiry into our late Conduct, and I mud think, 
that in Time of War, our Generals and Admirals ought 
to be his Majedy's chief Counfellors. I with they had 
been fo for fome Years pad : If they had, we diould not, 
1 believe, have fudered io much by our Negotiations. If 
t)ie Advice of fome of them had been followed, I am con- 
vinced, the War would have been begun and happily ended 
long before this Time; and, for this Reafon, I ,do not 
know, but an Enquiry into our pad Conduct may be one 
of the bed Things we can do for the public Good, becaufe 
It will take up the Time of our Negotiators, and prevent 
their interrupting our Generals and Admirals in the Profe- 
cution of the War. 

' It is not podible, Sir, for our Miniders, with all their 
Art, to diew, that an Enquiry into their pacific Condud 
can be attended with any one Difadvantage to the Nation i 
and, if any great Part of the People appear diflatisfied wkh 
their Condudt, I have diewn, that k is our Duty to enquire 
Into it. Willany Gentleman fay, that no great Part of 
the People appear didatisfied with our long and tedious Ne- 
gotiations ? While thefe pacific Meafures were carrying 
on» the PeopJe appeared dijQ^tisfied with them, and openly 

(hewed 



'ftiewej! their DlfTatisfkftioR by many Pethioti* pre fen ted to AfiftOi^iG 
this Houfe; Is it poflible to fuppofe^ they are now left II niB* 
difTitisfied than they were at that Time? If our pacific Mea* K^''^'^^^ 
fures had ended in an honourable andfolid Treaty of Peace, 
they might at laft have given iomcSad&faftjon ; The People 
would have forgot and foi^iTen the Infylts and LofTes the 

^ Nation was expofcd to, by coe Methods that were talcen for 
obtaining fbgood an End. But our Negotiations en ied in a 
moft biiguificant Convention, which w'as called the Prelimi- 
naries to a definitive Treaty of Peace, but h has fincc ap- 
pea red to be the Preliminaries to^ dangerous War, In thefo 
Circumlhnce^, is It not natural for the People to en^iuire, 
what Hopes, what Foundation we had for continuing n 
pacific Negotiation for lb many Years, under all the Difad- 
vant^ges cf a r^al War ? Is it not natura! for the People to 
enquire^ how we came to allow the Spaniards quietly, on 
our Part a: kail, to wreA from our antient Ally the Empe- 
ror, the rich and beautiful Kingdom of the Two Sicilies ? h 
it not n itural for the People to enquire, how we came to 
put ourfdvcs to the Ex pence of fending a large Squadron to 
conduct Don Carlus triumphantly to the PoC^^ffion of that 
Kingdom ? And all this, without their giving us the lealt 
Satisfdflion as to any one Point between them and m. Sir* 
the people will entjuireinto thefe Things, and if you do not 
give them Satisfaillon by a pre v lags parliamenury Enquiry, 
they will condemn as well as enquire: They wilj go far^ 
ther, they will condeinn you^ as to your Charaflers at leaft, 
for not having condemned 'luch a weak and pernicious Cou- 

< The Honourable Gentleman, Sir» that fpoke firft agaiull 
this Motion, mifiook the Cafe vety much when he faidj th% 
Convention was approved of by Parliament. If fuch « 
Queftion had been put, it would not have paffed. If the 
Queftion had been put in ejcprefs Terms, approve'or difap- 
prove of that Treaty, it would, I am perfuaded, have been 
Jlifapproved of, even by this Houfe: It was difapp roved of 
by the whole Nation. I am furprized to hear it now fatdt 
that we got by that Treaty any Reparation for pall Inju- 
rics, or any Security againll future. If the Spaniard? ha4 
paid us the 95,000!. thereby flipnlatcd, we, or at leall our 
$outh^5ea Company, muH have paid them back 68,oooK of 
that Siim» or have lolt their Right to the Aifiento Contrafl ; 
that all the Reparation promifed was only 27,000!* which 
was not near equal to the Value of the fix Ships, the Spa- 
niards had before acknowledged to have been unjullly fei^. 
Thus it is evident, that no Sillsfeajon or Reparation wat 
fo much ts ftipuUied far the injured Honour of the Nation, 
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Anno I ^, Geo and a very infignliicant one for the Lo^es of our Mer^ 
It i75p. chants. Then, as to the Point of Search, no Security a- 

Kjr^r^\^ gainft it was fo moch as ftipulated t It was ex pre fly referred 
to be regulated by Plcnrpotentiarics; thac k to fay, it was 
on our Part tacitly given up. We got nothing (herefore by 
that Convention, but a new Fund for Negotiation, as an 
Honourable Gentleman has already fa id in this Debate i and 
thU our Minifters would, I bdieve, have remained fatuEed 
with, for fome Years longer, if the Spirit of the Nation 
would have given them leave ; but they faw they dmft not 
continue to negotiate any longer upon the former Footing, 
and Spain would treat with theni upon no other* 

« This, Sir, was the true Source of the War. Spain did 
not refufe to perform her Part of the Convention, becaufc 
Jhe choQght is good for us, but becaufe fhe faw that her mak- 
ing the itipulated Payment would not prevent a War, tmlefs 
ftie like wife did us Juflice with refpefl to the other Points In 
Pifpme. This fhe refolved not to do, and therefore Ihe 
lerolved not to put 95,000!* into the Hands of a People 
from whom flie expelled an immediate Attack, This, Sir, 
was the true Reafon why Spain ditd not pay us the 9^,oqoL 
at the Time appointed j but, when I am thus confidcring the 
Reafon why Spain did not make that ftipulated Payment^ 
I cannot but obferve, that in all her Manifeilo's, ihe attri- 
butes chat Non-payment to Agreements which the Parliamei^t 
never heard of; and this furnifhes us with a'new, and a very 
flrong Argument for en<juiring into our Negotiations, p/e* 
viou^ to that Convention, in order to fee wheEher the Court 
of Spain have any juit Ground for alledging and infifiing 
tipLn (tich Agreements; for if they have, we ought at Jeail 
to cenfure thqie that made fuch Agreements, before we pu- 
nijh Spain £qt in Ailing upon chem. 

* Thus, Sir, in every Light the Queflion can be put, it 
appears neo flary for us to enquire into our fate pacific Coa- 
dudl. In no Light can it be (uppofed, that fuch an Enquiry 
will be arttndcd with any Danger or Difadvantage to the 
Nation I and> as the Papers now called for are neceflary for 
our Itjformaaon, upon fuch an Enquiry, therefore, I hope^ 
the Motion will be agreed to.' 

Sir Robert Walpole^ 
S I n, 

* I had not the good Fortune of being here upon the i 
Motion^ but 1 have been informed of it, and of the Fate it 
met with. I think the Houfe was much in the right in put- 
ting a Negative upon it, and, I hope, you will do the fame 
fvith regard to the Motion now before you. The QucAiofi 
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Is not about the RIghttbIs Houfe ha^ Co enquire into any AnDO,j;(I»^ 

public McafurCj or into the Conduct of any public MiniJler. '^ i"'^iJ* 

I hope, I fhalt never fee this Right difputed hereafcerj tho' ^^^^^^^ 

it has been in former Times warmfy contefledsmJ poficively 

denied. But thefc Times, thank God? are over: Our 

happy ConlUctition is now fo well undcrftood> and thr Rights 

of tliis Houfe fo firmly eilablifhedj that no Mm, J be'i^ve^ 

for the fuiiire, will ever deny otir Right to etiqiiire. But 

there may be fach a Thing ai an improper or jroprudcMt 

Enquiry; and the Q^eRion now before us is^ whether it 

would not be improper to enter upon any fach Enquiry at ^ 

this Timej and whether it would not be imprudent to make 

a public Enquiry Into the ConduSl of olir f^egotiationd 

with Spain, 

* For my own Part, Sir, I {hould be extrfemfcly glad to 
have ihofe Negotiations enquired into in the moll flri^, the 
inoH impartial, and the moft public manner, if no Damage 
could from thence enfue to the Nation, This, I fay^ I 
ihould he extremely glad of^ becaufe I am convinced, It 
wouJd redound Vefy much to the Honour of his Majefty, 
and of every one employed by hinn in carrying on thofe 
Negotiations. On bis Majefly*s Part nothing would appear 
but the utmoU Ondour, the utmoft Regard for the Rights 
of his People, and the moll tender Concern for their Tran- 
quil! tty. Safety » and Happinefs : Whereas, on the Part of 
Spain, there would appear nothing but Quibble, Chicane, 
and the moil difingenuous manner of treating; Seeming to 
grant one Day what they denied the nex: j and continual 
repeated Promifes, that all iliould be made eafy in a little 
Time. It is to this thatwc are chiefly to afcribe the Tedi- 
oufnefs of our Negotiations. His Majefly^ from his Con- 
cern for the Peace and Welfare of hii People, was unwilling 
to come to a Rupture with Spain, as long as there wereacy 
Hopes left of being able to accommodate all our Difputea 
with that Nation in an amicable manner ; and thtfe Hope$ 
were kept aNve by the repeated Affurances given, from 
Time CO Time, by the Court of Spam, and the plaufible 
Excufes they were furnjfhed with, from the great Diilance of 
the Places where proper Enquiries were to be made, and 
from the imperfcft Accounts lent them by their Governors 
in rlmcrica. 

■ Thefc AiTurances and Excufes, I fay. Sir, prolonged 
our Negotiationi, and pfcvented hia Majelty's rcfolving to 
have Recourfe to Arma, till he law there was no depndjng 
upon any Fromifcs they could make» or upon the moil fo- 
lemn Treaty that could he concluded with them; and there- 
fore, I am convinced^ a parliameccary Enquiry into thefel 

Nc^otiatioiiti 
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pffgotiatioiia woa!d redound very much to the Hononr i 
every Gf ntleman ihat was concCfncd either in advifing or 
carrying them on. But, I muft beg leave to thmk, ihat 
they are not a fit Subjt^l for a parliaineBtary Enquiry, nor 
is the prefcnt a proper Titne for the Parliamcnt'& entering 
upon a DifquifidDn Into any public Meafure. in all Cafei 
of a foreign nature, we ought to be ej^Cremely cautious of 
refolving to enquire into them^ in a parliamentary way i 
becaufe no fuch Enquiry can be carried on» without running 
H grcjt Riik of difcovering Secret i that may give foreign 
Courti a ^great Advantage over us, and fuch^ perhapSi ai 
may render every Court in Europe not a little (hy of enter- 
ing into any Negatiaiiori with us. When we have a Mini* 
Iter at a foreign Court ^ it is often DCceflliry for him, in hii 
Letters^ to give an Account of the perfonal Charadlers^ the 
particular Interelb, and the private Ccnverfations of ihe 
Miniflera and Favourites of the Court at which he refidesi 
and, I mull beg of Gentlemen to con£der, whether Foreign- 
ers would think it either decent or honourab'c in u^j to ex- 
pofe fuch Letters to pub tic View, and whether it would not 
make every Court in Europe extremely fhy of entering 
Into any future Negotuuon with the Court of Great Bri- 
tain. 

* I cotild mention many other Grcum Ranees, Sir, which 
muft a]wa)'s make it inconvenient and hazardous, to fet up 
a piirliamemary Enquiry into any Foreign Meafu^e. but what 
1 have faitl will, I hope, be fufficient for convijicing you, 
tr.at no fuch Enquiry ought to be fct up, tmlefs the Mealmt 
appears to have been monllroully abfurd, and that, by fuch 
an Enquiry, fome Methods may be found for repairing the 
Damage the Nation may have fufTcred, or preventing the 
Danger the NiiUon may have been led into by that foreign 
Mealure, Let U5 now examine, if either of thefe be the 
Cafej wiih regard to our Jate pacific Conduftj as Gcntkmea 
are plea fed to call it. Surely, it cannot be called monflroufly 
abfurd, becaufe it is but two Years ago, that this very Hode 
of Commons advifed his Majcfty to continue his Kegotia- 
iions, and to ufe hh Endeavours with bis Catholic Ma jelly, 
to abtain effedlual Reli<rf for his injured Suhjedls. Accord- 
ing to this Advice, his Ma}efty renewed his Endeavours to 
obtain Redref» in an amicable manner, and the Court of 
Spain now finding that bare Promifes or Affuranccs would 
not do, they carried their Difingenuity fuch a Length, thai 
they aduaUy agreed to, and figneda lolemn Treaty, within 
a Year after this Advice was given to his Majeily, by hi» ' 
Parliament, 

• Whether the Conrention was a right Treaty or eo, is 

not 
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tiot the Ql^eRion now to be determined, but, I am fare, this Arrnoi|,0«>. 
Houfeannot call it moniiroufly aUfurdj becaufc tho' we H 17^^. 
did nol in cxprcfs Terms approve of it, we to far approved ^^'"^V'^^J 
of i:, thai we advifed hii Mrajefty to proceed upon iii and 
upon the Footing of that Trcat^j our Plcnipoieiitiariea im*- 
mediately tnlilted upon the Crown ot Spain s giving up all 
Pretences to any Right of fearcbing our Ships jo the Ame^ 
ncRTt Sess ; fo that J cannot fee, how we can now To much 
as find fault with that Treaty, or wnh any of the Negotia- 
tions that either preceded or fucceedcd it. But, upon tbii 
Occafion, Sir, I muiL obferve, that fome Gent3«meo are fo 
'{anguiae, and fo much wedJtd to their own Opinion | that 
they fiever think there can be any thing In wh^t h faid againit 
them J and fjr this Rer^ibn, I believe, they never examine 
the Argutnents or Objects of their Opponents with Attcn* 
lion, For rny Part, I am not fo fanguine ; There h no 
Opinion of mine, where I will noCadniitf that there tnny be 
fomething in whati^ faid againft it. This is my Cafe, with 
fegard to the Conventi&n. There was, pcrhapi, fomething 
in whn.t was f^id againft iti but upon the whole, I then 
thought, t mU th;nk, the Argument in its favour wag 
fiVcngcr and better fa ppor ted, than the Argument againft it,. 
By accepting that TrciJiy, we have rendered Spain inexcufc* 
able ; whereas, if we had begun HoftiUties when fuch Term* 
were ofil-red us, I am afraid mofl Courts in Europe wO'ild 
hs^vc laid the Blame of tije Warat our Door. 

' Having now (b-^wn, Sir, that our pacific Conduft^ or 
ottr NegoriationSj tedious a£ they were, c^innor, by tlit» 
Houfe, be called mon^roufly abfurd ; I Jhall ne^t examirtet 
whether we can^ by ernquiring int.J chefe Negotiations, repair 
any Damage the Nation has tuffercd^ or obviate any Dan- 
ger it lies cxpofed to. If fuch an Enquiry could any way 
contribute to our Succefa in the War, or to the bringing 
about a fpeedy and honourable Peace, I fhouEd be a $ much 
for it as any Gentleman in this Houfe; bur, in my OpU 
nion, it may do us great Prejudice in both thefc Refpeas. 
ft may unfold fuch Secret $, a & will make iomeor the Poweri 
of Europe our Enemies that arc now our Friends, or iucb a» 
may inftruft the Enemy* not only how to defend themfelvcs* 
but how to hurt us 1 and tbo* none of our Generals may be 
d i re£l ly a n d pe rfona 11 y co ncern ed , yet * fuc ha public Contcft 
ai fuch an Enquiry mull neceffarily occafionr will take qW 
the Attention of the whole Nation from the Profecution of 
the War, and may raife luch Heats and Animofjtieaamongft 
Durfelves, as will be a great Hindrance to us, and a great 
Advantage to the Enemy j whicti fatal Effcft vve ihall nave 
tJic more Rcafon to die^^ when we reflcd^ tbat there wai 

never 
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Anr^oii, Geo uever yet a parliamentary Enquiry, which did not prodTirf 
H 17 jP' one Purty that thought they hsd dilcovcred great Crimes 

Ky^y^'\^ and Mifdemeanors, and another Party thac llioaghc they 
had diicoverfd none, 

< This, Sir. leads me naturally to cor.fsdcr the Praprlety 
of the Time for making the Enquiry propofcd, Suppofe 
our late Negotiations with Spain were a proper Subject 
for a parHamentary Enquiry, whkh» I hope* I have fhewn, 
they are not; yet, I cannot think, any Gentleman will fay, 
that the vtry Beginning of a heavy and dangerous War, is a 
proper Time for us to fet up fiich an Enquiry into any 
Affiir, cither of a foreign ordomefticnamrc, efpecially when 
it cannot be faid, that there h the lealV Danger in delaying 
jt, or that we can reap any Benefit or Advantage from it. 
except the Satisfaftion of ptinifhing thofe that were con- 
cerned in thefe Negotiation^^ in cafe it Should appear that 
they have injured their Country by their Crimes, their Neg^ 
left, or their Imprudence. Public JutUce, I ftiall grant, mult 
be a Satisfadion to every one who wiflies well to the Public j 
but a Delay h no Pardon ; and. I hope this War will not be 
cf fuch a long Continuance, aa to outlive all thofc who were 
concerned in the Negotiations that preceded it, A proper 
and fe^fonable Time will come for enquiring into any or all 
of our late public Tranfaftions : J hope it will come before 
any of thole Perfons are dead, thac were concerned in our 
Jate Negotiations, and when that Time comes, if an En- 
quiry ihould appear neceffary, I ihall moft readily concur in 
it; and, if any of our Negotiators fhould appear to havf 
been guilty, either of Weaknefs or Wickcdnefs^ t ihall be 
tft ready as any Gentleman in thi^ Houfe, to cenfure or pu* 
niih them. 

• For thefe Reafons, Sir, I think it would be both impro- 
per and imprudent in m^ at prefent, to make a parHamcniary 
Enquiry into any late publid Tranlaflion, either foreign or 
dome ft ic ; and however general the Complaints, or the Suf- 
picions may be among the People, againll our late pacific 
Condu^ witn regard to Spain, we ought not, I think^ in this 
Houfe, to do any thing that k either improper or imprudent, 
fnr the fake of giving Satisfaflion to thofe that appear difla- 
tbfied. But, 1 do not believe, that the DifTati&fadlion with 
ihofe Mcafurcsp is general among the People without Boors^ 
or ihat it, in any DL^gree^ prevails among the better fort of 
People in the Nation Thofe few amongA us that fufierdt 
by the Spanilh Depredations in Time of Peace, were, 1 be* 
lieve^ diipleaied with our continuing to negotiate after they 
had fuffered, and t iio not at all wonder at it; for it is natit- 
nl for Men to judge of the public Interefti from their 
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own private Intereft and Paffious ; but it is the Dury ofAnnon,€ea 
ihofc who are at t\ic Helm of public Affair*, to !ay afide aU 
private B^egards, cither of their own, or of any Man elfe, 
and to confider the public Intereft alone, I wifh we coul4 
always do fo in this Houfe : If we did, we ihould JEidge 
more candidly of one another's IntentianSf as well as of the 
Intentions of our Minillers ; for, lam fure, it is more their 
Interett to confulc the public Good in all their Tranfadions^ 
than it ia the Intereft of any other Set of Nien in the King- 
dom « becaufe not only the Inter ell of their Country^ which 
IS common to chem on other SubjeAs^ but their perfonal 
Safety and Glory depends immedlacely upon their doing fo« 
Therefore, when we are to direct our Condufl in this Houfe 
by the Opinbn of our Conilituenis, if ever fuch a Cafe is to 
be admitted^ we fhould confid^r feriouny, not only the gene- 
ral Pre valency of hich Opinions^ btit whether or no they 
are founded upon particular Jntereib, or popular Prcjudkes ; 
and, if we do this, I am convinced, we fhall find no Caufe 
to fhewany Regard to the Complaints or Sialpicions without 
Doors, againft our late pacific Condu£l. 

* But now fuppofCj Sir, that the prefent were a proper 
Time for en<|ui ring into the Condufl of our late Negotkr 
tions, and that we ought in Prudence to do fo, yet I cannot 
think it would be eisher proper or neceCiry for us to call for 
the Papers now moved for* neceEiry it cannot be, Sir, with 
rcfpeft to molt of the Papers called for ; becaufe the Let- 
ters and Inftrufttons to our Governors, Admirals, or Con- 
fuls, can have nothing to do with otir Negotiations; and if 
they were neccfTary, I do not think it would be proper at 
this Time to call for them. Upon this Subje£l, Sir^ it is 
hardly poflible for me to fpeak without running the Rifk of 
being mifunderllood, fo ready are Gentlemen to millake 
Suppofitions for A0ertions, However, as we had one Squa- 
dron in the Mediterranean* and another in the Weltlndies^ 
I flmll ftippofc, that there might have been Orders or Inilruc- 
tions fent co Admiral Haddock in the Mediterranean, or to 
Commodore Brown in the Weft Indies, to execute fome De- 
sign againft the Spaniards^ in either, or both thcfe Places, as 
foon as they ihould hear from our Mmifter at the Court of 
Spain, that the Negotiations were broke off without any 
Efftfl. This» I fay, 1 only fuppole; I mull deii re Gentle- 
men to take norice, I do not aiTert; but jc may be foppofed, 
becaufe a MelTenger could go much fooner from Spain to 
either of thefe Admirals, than he could come co London, 
and from thence back again either to the Mediterranean of 

Cici. Tho' the Spaniards at that Time prevented 
ution of thofe Defigns, by their agreeing lo the 
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Anfiot},eca^ OsTivcmTo«, yet row that thty have broke that very Cqr- 

II. 17JJJ. ventioHj thofe DefignSj if there were any fuch, or fome* 
^^^Y*'^,^ thing like them, are certarnly propofed to be executetl 1 anij 
if fo, it would certainly be very wrong to liave them tiilco- 
vertd, by having the Papers now called for laid Wfofe ui, 
before they are or can be executed. In fuch Cafes f fh^U 
grantt that his Majefty is the proper Perfon from whom thii 
Houfe i$io take an Anfwer ; but I fhall ntver be for caljing 
for Fapcrs, when I think it highly probab'e, that his Ma- 
jelly cannot order them to belaid bt^fore as, without unfold- 
tng Secrets which ought not to be difcovered ; ar^d as I take 
this to be the Cafe with regard to the Paper* nowojlIcJ f^jr, 
I muj^ be againfi the Motion.* 

This Debate ended in a Negative on the MotiQn, Without 
a Dtvifion. 

Debate on the third Mctioi], 
Edmund Waller E(q; 
S 1 a; 

Ediflvin^l WaU * Notwitbftanding the had Succefs my worthy Friend 
Icr^ Efqj h33 mft with in his Motion, yet I will offer another, and- 1 
do it with the more Affuranctf, becaufe the ^^otion I pro* 
pofe to make, relates but to one particular Point, and 
cannot difcov^r any of our deep-hid warlike Deligns, nor 
any Secret that can be of dangerous Confe<3ucnce to the 
Public. It can ciifcover no fecret Defign, unkfs h be a ■ 
Defign to facrifice the South Sea Company to the Sucfcfs ■ 
of our Negotiations; and, if there was any (uch Dehgn, " 
I am convinced every Gentleman wdl think, 'twouEd be 
of more dangerous Confequence to the Public to have it 
remain concealed, than to have it now reveafcd. But 
before J make my Motion, I mull obviate fome of tho 
Objtaions that were made by the Hon. Gemleman who 
concluded the lall Debate, againl^ Ei^quiries in general. If 
his Ob]e£^ions were to hold good, it would never be pru- 
dent in this Hoofe to enquire into the ConcJuft of any 
foreign AfFaifj for in tv^ry fuch Affik, there may be Sfr- 
ci'Cts in fome of the Letters or Papers relating to it, that 
ought not to be publiflied for a Century, at leaft, after itt 
Anal Conclufion, But in all fuch Cafe?^ we have a Rcmdy 
which may be cafily, and has been otten applied. When 
Upon our At^drefs, his Majelly anfwers, that fevcral ©f the 
Papers called for, contain Secrets which ought not to be 
diJcovercd, we may name a Secret Committee to infpc^ fuch 
papers, and to report fuch Parts of them only, as are 
nceeifary and lit to be communicated ; and a Secret which 
regards the public Safety or Wd&re, may be as ikfely en 
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trufted w t fcle^ Committee of ihii Hoiife, ts to anf Annoij,< 
Committee of his Majel!y*3 Ptivy Council. Vhz Danger ^^' *7iP 
of a Difcovery can therefore never be a (blid Objcftmn to W^"Y^ 
our enquiring into any AKAr^ either of a foreign or domcflic 
Nat Lire ; and much )efi c^n it be an Objcdron to oifr ad^ 
dreiiiiigforariy Papers , bi:caufe, till we have his MajcJly*s 
Anfwer, we cannot know, nor ought we to fuppoftr, they 
contain Sec re:? which ought not to be discovered* 

* I ihad filways think. Sir, norwichHatiding the Fate of 
the two former Motions, that it would be wrong in thia 
Hoiife CO refule calling for any Fapers, becaufe fome 
amongil us fay, they think it probablep thr^t fuch Papers 
contain Secrets^ which ought not to be difcoyered. It 
was, in my Opinion, to Kir from being highly probable, 
that I think it was iropoJHble rhe Inflruflions to our Ad^ 
mirah could coniiin any Tecret Schemes or DeHgn^ fbeciufe 
no fuch Schemes or Deigns have been, as yet, executed 
with the uttnolt Expedition, in cafe our Negotiations fhou Id 
have broke off, furely they ought to have been executed 
with as much Expedition, after the Convention's being 
broke through. It is now iix Monthi fince the Convention 
was openly broke thro* by the Spaniards, and a*i we have ♦ 
as yeti heard of the Execution of no hoftite Schemes^ I 
mud believe, there were none fuch ^rmed, and much ]ef» 
communicated to our AJmirab or Governors, till afcer wc 
found I that the SpantsrJs would not perform what ihey' 
liad fo ex pre fly i greed to tn the Convention. 

* I beg Pardon, Sir, for touching upon what is paft, bat 
as it may be of fome Weight with rcfpcd to the Motion I 
am to make, I hope the Houfe will cxcofe me. The 
Hon. Gentleman afk'd m, what Advantage can we expeft 
from an immediate Enquiry, befides that of punifliing the 
Guilty ? which, he fays, we may do afterwards as well 
as now, if any fhould then appear ro have been guilty. I 
will tell him one Advantage, Sir^ which we may reap by 
an imtoediate, and cannot reap by a future Bnqiiiry : Wc 
^all prevent the Guilty from being farther guilty, as tbef 
probably may be, if their pall Condud is not immediately 
enquired into. This, Sir, is an Advantage oF the atmort 
Confequence in our prefent Situation : The Nation may 
be undone by our not laying hold of it; If our pacific 
Meafures were carried on by imprudent, pufillatiimoa8> 
perplexed Counfcls, what will become of the Nation, if 
our warlike Meafores be carried on by Counfels of the 
fame Sort f Bcfides^ bebre the War can be concluded, we 
mvLiX have new Negotiations i and, fliall we allow our 
future Negotiations to be dirc£tcd and cariied on by thofe 
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Anno ii,Geo who hsive been guilty of fo much Weaknefs in our paft? 

II. 17 ;p. This, Sir, will probably be the Cafe, if we do not inime- 

^/"^TN-*^ diatcly enquire into the Condudt of our paft Negotiations; 

and therefore, if we do not enquire, I fhall expe£t no 

Succefs in the War, nor any Honour firom the Peace. 

' For this Reafon, Sir, I hope, the Hon. Gentleman's 
Arguments againft an immediate Enquiry will have no 
Effed ; and, if we fhould not think fit to make a general 
Enquiry into all our Negotiations, for fear of difcovering 
Secrets that may be of dangerous Confequence to the Pub- 
t lie, 1 hope, this will be no Argument againft our enquiring 

. into fuch Parts of them as cannot poffibly contain any fuch 
Secret. Of this Sort, I take to be that Part of them which 
relates to the concluding and figning the late Convention, 
under the Condition exprefled in his Catholic Majefty*s 
Declaration ; for that Declaration I muft look on as a Con- 
dition annexed to the Convention; and, from Mr. La 
Quadra's, and from Mr. Keene's own Letters, feme Parts 
of which I (hall beg Leave to read to yovu ;it appears to 
have been looked on as fuch, by the Court of Spain, and 
to have been accepted as fuch, by him. (Here he read 
feveral Paragraphs from Mr. La Quadra's ahd Mr. Keene's 
own Letters, fome of which our Club had got Copies of.) 
From what X have read to you. Sir, it. appears, that the 
Court of Spain infiiled upon its being dedared, that they 
had a Right to fufpend the Afliento of Negro^s^ in Cafe 
our SouthSaa Companiy did not fubjeiEl herfelf to pay, 
within a fhort Term,/the 68,ooo 1. ftie had confeiTed to 
be owing to his Catholick Majefty. It appears, that they 
not only infilted upon a Declaration of this Right, but that 
they would not truft to his Word ; they muft have it in 
Writing ; and the Method contrived fpr that Purpofe was» 
that his Catholic Majefty fliould make fuch a Declaration 
in Writing, and that he, Mr. Keene, fliould accept o£ it, 
and tranfmitic to his Court, as the Condition oQ which the 
Signing of the Convention was to be proceeded on, and in 
no other Manner. 

* This, I fay, Sir, appears from the Letters we have 
already upon our Table ; and as the South Sea Company 
neither owed, nor ever had confefted they^ owed fuch a 
Sum ; as Mr. Keene muft have known they did not, be* 
caufe he was Agent for them, as well as Envoy from his 
MajeAy, at the Court of Spain; I cannot imagine, how he 
came to admit of any fuch Right, or receive fuch a Decla- 
ration ; nor can I imagine, how he could have an Authority 
for (o doing ; for, regularly, he ought to have had an Au- 
t thority from a General Court of the South-Sea Company 

for 
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for this Purpofe, as well as an Authority from his Majeft)'*sAnnor^ Ceo, 
Minifies, and the former, I am certain, he never had, ^^JJJ^ 
whatever might have been bis Caic with refpeft to the ^^-^'v^Ni*^ 
latter. 

* As this fecms to ine to have been a vety furprfumg and 
extraordinary Siep^ and as the Papers relating to this Fa ft 
of our Negotiations can difcover no Schemi^s or Deiigns 
agsinll the Enemy* nor any other Secrets that can be of 
dangeroas Confetjacncc to the PtibJic ; therefore, I ihdii 
conclude^ Sir, with moving, That, ^c. 

William Pulteney, Efq; 

S I R, ' 

' As I hear feveral GentlemeB calling out Ko, No, this ^'^rju^amPnU 
h the fame with the former Motion j 1 muft beg Leave io CLne^, Ejij^ 
fhew the Difference: The only Obje^lioo that JcemtJ to 
have any Weight agabll the former Modon, and, I believe, 
the only one that prevailed with this Houfe to put a Ne- 
gative upon It was, the Danger ofdilcDvcring tho'e warlike 
Frojefls and Defigns againit the Enemy, which our Mi- 
uiilers had concerted, and which are not yer executed, I 
am forry they are not: lam furei Jomeofthcm, if any 
foch have been formed, might, and ought to have bet^n 
executed "before this Time* Can any Genckmati Isy , we 
have foch a Danger to apprehend from ttse Paper* now 
movetl ior I Can it be fuggellcd, that thefe P.iper* may 
contain Secret* which it would be inconfuleni with the 
public Sifety to difcover ? Sir, they rmy, for what I 
know, contain Secrets, but if they do, thoie Secrets arc 
the Secrets of Minifiers, and not ihc Secrets of the Na.^ 
tion. It is impoflibic, therefore, to fuppofe, that the laying 
of thofe Papers before us, can be attended with any cfthe 
bad Confequcnces we were frightened with ypoo the laLI 
Motion. 

' An Hon. Gentleman near me complainri^ much in the 
I aft Debate, of Gentiemens talking of we:ik Meafure^, 
and the like i and feemed to take all to liiin^eTf, as if he 
were the only Miniflcr we havt in this Kingdom, and 
the chief Advifer of all cur public Meafuici, Sir, we 
have other Minillers, at leaU others who have the Name 
of Minifters^ and, I hope, they defer ve the Name tbty 
bear ; for, 1 am fure, if any one Minitler (hould, in this 
Kingdom, take upon him to direct all our other Mjniders, 
they ought til together to be difmiiled hh Majeliy'a Coun* 
cih : He, for his afiuming Arrogance ; and they, for their 
tame SubmilTion. But, [ hope, it is not fo, and there- 
fore, whe& weak Mcafurci or corrupt MiniUer^ are talk*J 
A a a 2 of| 
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Gentkman Ihodd confider, that eAer Mi* 






niLler^ may benieanCf ^nd Mcafur*'!' which he had noShafc 
in sdvifmg or condufiing* He like wife compUifiedt ihst 
his Sappcfitions were oficn taken for pofiiive Aflcrtioni, 
When this was, I do not know ; butj I mufl obfcrv^c, thit 
the very InfiByations of a Mmifter are often, by hU own 
Creatures, taken for pofitive Aflerdcns^ and produce tht 
fome Kffeft ; and as the Hon, GentJem^n, sn the Jali De* 
bate, tcok the Liberty to fuppoic without a0ertiingt what- 
ever Efiefl his Suppofiuons might have, I hope, l may he 
allowed to iskc the {ame Liberty, I will rot aflertj SJr# 
that any of our prefent Minifters ^ire corrupti or that any 
of cur pail Meafures were weak; but, I may foppofefuch 
Things* There w^y be corrupt Mii^tJlcrs ; there may be 
weak Mcafure^ : God forbid. I fhouM a^ert, th^re art 
any luch at prelent in this Kingdom ; but, if fuch Thtng» 
can be (uppoied, it b 2 good Re^ifoti for our Parliajncnts 
to keep d watchful Eye upon our public Affair?, and to 
enquire often hoth into the Condufl of our Miniilers, and 
the Wifdom of the Measures they purfue. This U at all 
Times the Duty of Parlbment, but more fo In Time of 
War, than in Tfn^e of Peace; bccaufc weak Meafurci may 
th&n do much more Milcbief i snd a& MiniAcrs have then 
more Money go:iig thro' their Fingers, they may^ if they 
^ifi corrupt, fpread their Corruption fan her, and f^uander 
aw^y more of the Publk Money, than they c&n do in Time 
of Peace. 

* A Time cfWar is, therefore, fo £jt from bcisg in 
improper Time for a Parliamentary Enquiry » that fuch 
Enquiries are more neceiTary, and ought to be more fte- 
quent in Time of War, than in Tlmt of Peace, Such 
Ei-quiiicf, Sir^ never of themfelvcs create Par ilea or Di- 
vifions in the Kingdom, nor do they ever ralfe any Heati or 
AnimofitJes, Indeed, when there are Parties already formed 
upon different Principles, and governed by different MaximSt 
and oncot thofe Partiirs gets the Reins of Government oat 
of the Handfv of the othtr, and p^ofecutes the Heads of the 
other, for what thev did in PurJyance of the Principles and 
Maxima of their Party, this ol^ courfe lUrs up Heats and 
AnimoJ^ues bttwcen the two Parties, becaufeall thofe who 
h^ve embraced the Principles and Maxims of the Party, 
mud approve of, and confequently will s&ealouily endeavour 
to jullify and ft) p port, what was done in Purfuance of thofe 
Principles «ind Maxims. This was the Cafe of the Parlia* 
mcntary Enquiry meniioned in thi& Debate; but, it ihii. 
the Cafe at prefeni ? Sir^ the Enquiry now defired by fa 
many Gentlemen m this Houfcj and/ J may fay, by the 

whole 



yvliole Nation without Doofs, h^ ii& Relation to any Dif- Aiti0i|,'^i# 
fere ace of Principles t It can relate to nothing but the good ''* 'TJP- 
Of bad Adtniniftradon of public AiJairs, No Man condemns, ^-^r"^^/ 
no Man will condemn the Principk upon which our padBc 
Genilenaen pretend to have a^ed : No Man will (ay, that 
forcible Means ought to be made ufe of for obtaining Juilice 
from any foreign Nation, whilll there arc Hopes of ob- 
taining juUjce in an amicab/e Way j but, it is faid, and 
loudly (aid without Doors, that our pacific Gentlemen did 
not ad upon this Principle, or puriued it too fer, if they 
did^ This is the QueHion, Sir : Upon this Que A ion there 
wiU be a Di^rence in Opinion, whether we enquire into 
it or no i and we ought to enquire, in order to put an End 
to that Difference ; for, I believe, it will be a 11 owed , that 
thofe who approve, as well as thofc who condemn, are ac 
prefent in the Dark i and as the Majority of the Nation 
are now of the lattef Side of the Qucilion, therefore, as m 
Friend to our Miniftcrf, I am for a fair and impartial En- 
quiryv bccaufc, I hope, it will brirg the Mjijority of the 
Nation over to their Side of the QueJtion. 

* If there were no Caufe to Jufpefl our late Mcafures of 
any Weaknefs^ if there were no confiderable Party in the 
Kingdom, that appeared difTarisfed with them, it mighty 
perhaps, be unneceiBiry to take up our Time with examining 
into them i but tais is far from being the Cafe: There i$ not 
only good Ctufe to (ufped, but upon the Face of the Con- 
yen tion» there appears now to be good Caufe to condemn. 
When that Convention was lall Year laid before us, fome 
Gentlemen did not, perhaps, conildeT what was meant by 
3iaving the Point of Search referred to be regulated by Ple- 
ntpotenuanes. nor dici they confiderwhat w^i meant by his 
Catholic Majefty*9 Declaration that was tacked to the Tail 
of it. But the King of Spain, in his Manifcfto, has now 
explained both. He haa told us our Plenipottnti^rtes could 
not infill upon hh giving up the Point of Search, becaufe by 
the Convention it was expre^ily referred to be rcgghteJ, 
He has told us, we could not refuse allowing him to fufpend 
the Affiemo of Negroes, in cafe our South -Sea Company did 
not pay him the 6S,ooo!, becaufe he had exprcfsty, by his 
Declaration, which was a Fan of the Co u vent ion, referved 
to himleJf that Right, This is the Light, Str» in which all 
Europe^ 1 believe, confidcrs them ; and in this Light I theii 
confidered them. I then faid, that referring a Right to be 
regulated, was an admitting thst there was fuch a Right. I 
then faid^ that our Miniller*s accepting of the Declaration, 
wai an admitting it as a Part ot the Convention, and as the 
Condition upon which the Conventioii wa> to Tubfil!. We 
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ffVio i|v€et ihtrtfore oagbt to enquire, whether Mr. Keenf had i pro 
f^J^^* per Order for acceptifig it : If he had not, he was certEinly 

K^^T^SJ guilty of a Breach of his Duty; and, in my Optnbn, no 
Minifler codid give, or advifc giving bitn fuch an Order, 
I'he Right, the EfUte of a great Company wai thereby 
given a way J and will any Gentleman hy^ a MiniJler ca: 
give away a Perfon's Eilate wrchoat hb Confen! ? If we Kii 
been red need by ihe Misfortunes of War to facrilice the 
Rights and Properties of a few private Men to the public 
Safety* fomethtng might ha,ve been faid by way of Excufe 
fortuch ^ Sacrifice; but fnrely no Mintfferis waDconfy^ arki 
without fo much a$an i'^ppearance of Nece^ty^ to give up 
the Right or the Property of any odc Subjed in the King- 
dom without his Confenr. Therefore, as the accepting of 
that Declaration in the folcmn manner, the Letters that have 
been read to you, fhew it was accepted of, moil be allowed to 
be at leaft a Weaknefs^ I think it abfol Lately neceifa ry for us 
10 make fotne Enquiry Into that Affair, and for this Purpofe 
we mufl have the Papers moved /or, laid before us ** 

Sir William Yonge. 

* lam glad of this Opportunity to abdicate an Honour- 
able GentJeman who was concerned in thefe Negotiatioos, 
and who, from the whole 1 enor of his Cojadu£l» appears to 
have been as able and as honcfta Miniiler, as was ever em- 
ployed by this Nation. As for the Convention Itfclf, Sir, he 
has already been fully jufiificd with re^rd to every Ankle 
contained in it, becaufe the whole was approved of by his 
Majelly, and by both Houfes of Parliament i and after the 
folcmn Approbation it met with fron* lill the Branches of 
our Legiflaturc, I am furprized to heir any Gentleman now 
finding fault wirh it, or with any one that was concerned in 
the Negotiation. All the Objeflions that were made to it, 
were fally anfwered at the Time it was under our Confide* 
ration ; and as the Obje^lions now made, are only Repeti- 
tions of what was thet^ fu-Iy anfwered, it would be wrong in 
me to take up your Time with repeating thofe Anfwers, 

' Sif, the Honourable Gentleman may as well fay, that 
every Letter wrote by Mr. La Quadra to Mr. Kcenc, was a 
Part of the Convention, as to fay, that a Declaration figned 
by Mr. La Quadra only, was a Part of a Treaty which was 
concluded atrd figned by the Minifters of both the contrafl- 
ing Panics, and ratified by their refpedive Sovereigns. By 
fuch A Declaration the King of Spain could neither get a 
new Right* nor the Confirmation of any old Right. He 
did not fo much as mean to get any fuch thing. He tbcrrby 
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mcnnt no mcrCi t^an to refervc to himfelf a Right to faf. j^rio t;,Gco 
pend rhe Aflkoco of Negroes upon No a -performance on IL 175^. 
the Part of our Souih-Sevi Company* This he thought he \^^/**V*X^ 
had a Right to do, becaufe of the Aflieoto^s being a mutual 
Contra^ ; and he thought it neceiTary to referve this Right, 
by A. Declaration in Writings becaufe the Af&cmo Treaty 
wa^j among the refl, mentioned in the Body of the Convea- 
tion 9 but Mr* Keene had nothing to do with this Declara^ 
tion - He did not admit the Right which hh Catholic Ma- 
jeily pretended to, nor did he accept of the Declaration 
with any fuch View, or for any fuch Purpofe. He only 
promifcd, he would fend a Copy of* it to his Court, and an- 
ctber to the South Sea Company. Mr. Keene, therefore, 
cannot be fo much as fufpeded of having done any thing 
amifs in that Negotiation; and as the Treaty itlelf was 
approved of by Parliament^ I can fee no Occafton for our 
enquiritig into the Negotiation. 

* But, Sir, fuppofe ihct^ were an Occafion for our doing 
fo, cao we, confxltenEly with what we have this Day already 
done^ agree to the Honourable Gentleman '3 Motion f The 

' Aiotton fcems, indeed > to refer to a particular Pointj but k 
will include all or mofl of the Papers referred to in the two 
former Motions ; and therefore, the fame ReaXon that pre- 
vailed with u^ to put a Negative upon them, rnuH prevail 
with us to put a Negative upon this alfo. Bcfides, Sir, if 
Spain could have been prevailed on to have accepted of fome 
few reafonable Conceflions on our Side, [ believe it will be 
ailowedj that it would have been prudent in m to have made 
fome fuch ConceiTions, rather than have come to an open 
Rupture with a Nationi we have fo much Reafon to be 
Friends with, and at a Time which, I am fure, cannot be 
called the moft f;ivourabIe for this Nation's declaring War, 
It is, therefore* highly probable that Mr. Keene had In^ 
llru£i:ions to propofe or agree to fome fuch Conceffions : I 
Ihall not fay there were any fuch, but, now that War is de- 
clared, would it not be unwife, would it not be ridicufoui in 
u&t to let Spain know what Concefljon^ we were wilting to 
make for the fake of Peace f And, if our Minifler's Inftrgc- 
lions for thii Furpofe were all laid before this AfTemblyt 
and ordered to lie on our Table« can we fuppofe, that ihe 
Court of Spain would not get an Account of ibem ? Sir, 
I make no qucAion, but that Copies of them would be fenc 
tD that Court ; and thii would certainly contribute towards 
making them more obilinate, and confequently, towards 
the Prolongation of the War i for whatever Concefiioni we 
might have been willing to make for preventing a War, now 
ft ii begun, I hope wa ihall have no Occaiioii to makt any : 

for 




ibmo t|, @eo for patlifig an End to it. I liope the l^ar wUJ be attended 

11 17]^. ^ii^ i^^k Succcfs, that wc (hall fooo be Id a Condition to 
^^tT^^ ^rcfcn'be our own Terms. It wjl! probably be fo, if we do 
not prevent or retard our Saccefs, by F^aiooj aad Diviiiom 
among II ourfelves, Biit^ if Spain fhoald know whai Con- 
ceSona we were willing to make for the fake of Peace, wilf 
llie not die more obHinacely perfiH in refuliDg tbe Terms of 
Fcac^ wcmay bercafEcr think fit to prcicribc.^ 

' FroDi henctj Sir, we raay fee, that it would probably 
be of a mort pefnicioasCoDf«|ucnee to the Nation, to have 
thofe Papers IM before us ; and therefore^ it mull be allow* 
tdf that it wot»y be wrong in uft to addrefs for them.* 

Samuel Sandy St Efq; 
S I a« 
Samuel San- * I am eattremel/ furprbed to Hear Gentlemeti flill kCft 
dy«, Efqj ^^^ (jjg j^jg Convention's having been approved by Par- 
Hament. Sir^ it waiiiot approved by cither Houfe of Par^ 
iiameni : An Honourable Gentleman in the laJl Debate aU 
lowed f ih^t it was not approved ; and faid, the FarJi^mest 
only advifed hii Majelty to proceed upon the Footing of thai 
Ciioventton, Why did ihey lo, Sir? Bccaufc that very 
Gentleman and hia Friends moll coniidentty a^nrcd us^ 
that k u^ould, at lalt^ produce a fafe and honourable Peace. 
Upon thefe AiTurances, the Advice of Parliament wai 
founded , and not upon any thing that appeared upon the 
Face of the Treaty, Gentlemen then thought, chat if it 
jhould produce a fafe and honourable Peace, it would in the 
End appear to be a good Treaty 1 and therefore they would 
not condemn it, becaufe fuch a Condemnatfon would have 
prevented an £^e£l which they were alTured of^ and which 
every Man defired to fee. But thefe AfTuraucca having 
failed^ the Foundation the Parliament had for giving chat 
Advice if taken awayi and every one mull now join in 
thinking it a bad Treaty, becaufe it put the Nation co near 
half a Million Expencc^ without gaining to ui the lealt Ad- 
vantage ; unlefs the War is to be called an Advantage, and 
when compared with our former peaceable Negotiations, if 
mufl be aHo\ved to be fo. But even the War is not to be 
afcribed to that Treaty, hni to the Difdain the Nation 
Oicwed at feeing fuch a Treaty agreed to ; for the Treaty 
iticif was nothmg but an Expedient, for preventing our 
reaping this melancholy Advantage for a while longer, and 
the Advice of Parliament was obtained as a fecund E^ipe- 
dient, for preventing the Condemnation of the £fil, 

« With re|ard. Sir, to the Declaration or Protcft tacked 
ta the End of this Treaty, I remember it wftt Jiid lilt Year, 
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thnlt had no more Relation to the Convention, than It hid Anno 
to the grand jAliianc^i and this was then, perhaps, believed ^'^ 
by many Gentlemen in rhis ifoufe : But it now appears, 
that the Court of Spain are of a verjr different Opinion; 
and, I bclievCp there is not a Civilian i^i Europe thot ia not 
of their Opinion. Our Miniller a^^epted of it in the moft 
foieoin manner ; and feeing he did fo, he mull have accepted 
it in the Terms exprefled in the very Body cf itj3S the Baiia 
of the Treaty, as the Condition upon which the King of 
Spain iigned the Convention; therefore, if it was not aa 
Article in the Tre^ity itfelfj it was the chief Art tele in the 
Agreement previous to that Treaty. Thh^ I behevej Slr^ 
was truly the Cafe, and if the Papers nowcaf!ed for ihoald 
be laid before ua^ I believe, it will appear to have been fo f 
for there was a Treaty figned bj the Minillers on both Sides,; 
anterior to the Treaty afterwards laid before Parliament, and 
in this Treaty, if common Fame fpeak^ true, this Declara* 
tioHj or the SLibilance of it, was an exprefs Article; but 
this was giving up the Right of the Nation, and the Right 
of the Suuth Sea Company, in fo direct a manner, that it 
was not thought fsfe to ratify it; and therefore, J fuppofe, 
the Expedient was agreed to, of having this Article annexed 
to the Treaty , by way of Protefl or Declaration. 

' But, Sir, was not this in cffe£l the fame ? Was not our 
accepting, or even admitting fach a Declaration to be madCp 
a tacit Acknowledgment of the Right therein clainied ? 
The King of Spain pretended to a Hight of fuJpendmg the 
AfTiento Contrail, upon whatever he may be pleaf^d to call 
a Non-performance, on the Part of our South^Sea Com- 
pany, He not only pretended to fuch a Righr, but he bfl9 
adoally ex ere i led it : He has fufpended the chie* Fart of 
this Contr^i^, almofl ever ^Ince it was m^d^ j and, upon a 
Treaty t he infjfli on this Right being referved to him, either 
by an Article in the Treaty, or by a Protellation to be drli- 
vcred to us in the moft folemn manner^ at the Time tf his 
figning the Treaty <. Could ive in Honour, or in Jullice to 
ourfelves, admit of any fuch thing? Ought we not to have 
infiftcd upon his giving up fuch an unjofl Clarm, by an ex- 
prefs Article in the Treaty t But I do not wonder at onr 
Miniflcr*3 admitting it; The Honourabfe Gentleman that 
fpoke laft, feems lo admit it; and he is* I believe, pretty 
well acquainted with the Complexion of our Ni.gotiicors» 
He told U5 the King of Spain thought be had fuch a Rights 
becaufe of the Ailiento's being a mutual Contra^, I iTiall 
gran:, it is a mutual Contrail ; but it is between the two Na- 
tions: We have appointed the^^outh Sea Company to per* 
Jorm it on our Part ; if they ibould fail in the Performance 
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nfioi^.Geo of what ihey have under taken, the King 6f Spain fa not 
^^ '73J?* to fuipend, iuj mediately ^ the Contrad : He has no Right ta 
\.yy^^\J do fo; He ought to apply to our Court; and, if the South- 
Sea Company has really failed in the Performance, we are 
in Honour obliged to make them perform. If they have 
not failed : If the Complaint againft them be unjufl, we are 
in Honour obliged to proitQ. them. Jet the Confequence be 
what it \»ilK 

* We ought therefore, Ssr, to have infiiled upon the King 
of Spam's giving up the Right he pretended to i but, inllcad 
of thijf we allowed him to referve it in a tacit: manner, and 
allowed him to deliver us a Proieilation for that Purpofe, 
We have, therefore, aC feaH, tacitly, admitted of his Claim. 
The Court of Spain thought fo : They had Reafon to thint 
fo; and they will accufe m of Tricking and ShuHIbg, if 
we now pretend to deny it. We muii now, either acknow- 
ledge this Right, or give the Spaniards joftCaufe to have a 
very bad Opinion of m. ^ This Dilemma the Natibn has 
been brought into hy our Negotiators j and, in all fuch 
Cafet, it ii the Duty of Parliament to eoquire ftri^Iy into 
the Affair, in order that the Innocent may be cleared of 
Sifpicion, and the Guilty meet with condign PanlOimenr, 

^ The Pains now taken^ Sir, to ihewj that we never did 
admit of thif. Claim, is an Acknowledgment that it was 
wrong to do fo. Suppoie then our Miniiler in Spain did 
rot admit of this Right or Claim* by accepting of this De- 
claration, yet, furely he did fo, %vhen he fjgned a Treaty in 
which the Refervation of this Right was an exprefs Article; 
and, if he did fo, thac Treaty's not being ratified her e^ can 
be no Excufe for his having figned it. For this Reafon, it 
there was any fuch Treaty, as comman Fame reports, Mr. 
Keene h not altogether fo blamelefs as the Honourable Gen- 
tleman repreienis, unkf& he had an exprcfs Order fordoing 
fo; and if he had, 1 am fure thofe who gave him that Or- 
der, are not without Blasne. This is what we want to 
know: Thiiiswhat we ought to enquire into; and, for this 
Purpofe, it h neceflkry for us to have the Papers naw moTcd 
for, laid before m. 

* h it poffible to fuppofe. Sir, that by an Addrefs for 
the Itiilruftions and Letters fent to Mr. Keencj anthoriaing 
him to conclude and figii the Convention; I fay, is it poiE- 
ble wc can thereby mean cr defign, to have laid before iis 
all the Memorials and Repjefentations made to the King of 
Spain, Or aJ I the InllriM^ions aod Letters fent lo our Govcr^ 
aors or Admiral^ rekringtoiht SpaniSi Depredations, moA 
©f which happened before the Convention was fo much as 
Ihoagfvi of? Sir, it is needlefs to argue with one who can, or 
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wili fuppofe any fuch thing. But the Honourable Gentle- Anno» i \ ffeo7 
m^n has hit upon the true Reafon that will, I am afraid, H i7^P* 
prevent our feeiog ihe Papers called for, or any other of L/"^**\J 
the like natare. He fays, our feeing thofe Papers may let 
Spain fee what Conceifmns we were willing to jnake for 
the fake of Peace. Sir, 1 b«Heve, we have no^ Occafion, 
10 be afraid of Spain^i feeing thefe Conce^ions : I believe, 
they were before too welt acquainted with them ; and thif, 
I believe, was the chief Caafe of their pall Obllinacy ; 
for, I fear, we made fo many Conceflions, that we made 
them believe, we would yield any thing rather than go to 
War. ThsT^k God [ we have now convinced them of the 
contrary ; and are, I hope, in a way of making them more 
plhble for the future. But if we were willing to make any 
ConceiHons which Spain has not, as yet» been made ac- 
gwiiinted with, lean fee no Banger to the Nation, if rhey 
fliould b? publifhed to the ivhole World, They may fliew 
toogreat Complailancc, perhaps Pufillanimity, incur Mini- 
fters, but tKey will ferve tojultiiy the Nation to the whole 
World ; and with regard to Spain, J hope* we IhaH never 
more think of conquering their Obllinacy by N^igotiatlon, 
Now that War is declared, if one Blow does not ma^e 
them fubmfc, we muft, as foon as poflible, give them an. 
other I and if that will not do, a third, which, I am con- 
vinced, is the fpcedieft and the befl way of negotiating a 
Peace with that Nation, We cannot therefore be afraid of 
Spain's feeing what Conceflions we were witling to make for 
the fjke of Peace j but there may be fome amongft us who 
arc afraid, lelt the Nation or Parliament of Great Britain 
ftiould fee what Conceflions they were willing to make for 
the fake of Peace, Here, I am convinced, it is, Sir, that 
the Shoe pinches ; but as this Shoe neither pinches me, nor 
any of my Friends, and as, I think* the Parliament ought 
to guard againll any fuch Conceflioos being made for the 
future, therefore, I am for our feeing them, and every Paper 
that cm give us a Light into any of them/ 

George Littleton, £fqi 

< Ic is moll amazing to mt, to hear it faid, that this George Lvt« 
Qucftion is the fame with the two former i whcreaj, it is a tlcton E% 
fingle Queilion, wholly confined to one piirticular Point. 
The Obje^ion made to them wa», that they would ihew 
our Enemies where we intended to hurt them, and thereby 
put them upon iheir Guard ; but what does this do ? It 
(aji only (hew this Nation how we have beea fcrved by our 
6 b b 2 €Wfi 
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Anno i^, Geo. own Miniftcrs, and put is upon our Guard againft theniy if 
^^' ^119' they have not ferved us fo well as they ought. 

C^'VX^ * Sir, 1 always thought it very necei&ry we fhould go 
into a War againft Spain, but I am much confirmed in my 
Opinion, from what has happened to Day in this Houfe ; 
for what a Condition (hould we have been in, if we had 
fiill continued thofe Negotiations, which, tho' tjiey are now 
quite over, are thought by thofe who favoured them moft, 
to be of fuch a Nature as will not bear feeing the Light ? 
And therefore, I really think, we are obliged to the In- 
foJence of iJpain, who, encouraged by our long Infeniibi- 
lity, refafed to give us the Mefs of Pottage, for which we 
were fo near felling our Birth-right. For what a dreadful 
Situation Ihould we have been in, if fhe had not ? The 
South-Sei Company inuft either have loft all the Rights of 
their Tjaiie, or have been obliged to comply with the moft 
monftrous Demand, that ever was made upon any Body 
of Men under the Proteftion of the King of Great Britain. 
Gent emen calk ofu Right in the King of Spain, tofufpend 
the AffKnto Contrail : Yes, he had fuch a Right, if the 
Cotnpany had falTd in their Part of the Contradl 5 but not 
for their remfing to pay the 69, 000 1. And yet, to this 
Injuflicc, this Violence, the Company muft have fubmitted, 
with the reciprocal Accord of their own Agent, and his 
Majefty's Miniller. 

< Sir, the two moft aftonifbing Proportions I ever Jie^rd 
in my Life, are, that the Addrefs we carried laft Week to 
» the King was, in reality, a Part of the Convention, and 

that the Pioteft of Mr. La Quadra, was not a Part of it. 
It was the ^/;^ qua non o{ th^ Agreement, under which the 
Convention was figucd, and we ihould have found it fo to 
our Coll, if the Spirit of the Nation had not exerted itfelf; 
but becaufe wc elcapcd the Danger, muft we lofe the Senfe 
of it too ? i hope v/e ihall adl fo in this War, as to make 
all Europe forget, how wc adied before j but let us not 
forget it ourfelves : Let us keep it always in our Thoughts, 
• to be a Warning to us, not to relapfe any more into that 
Itch for Negotiation, that Love of little fhuffling Expe- 
dients, that mean fubmiifive Policy, we are fo happily rid 
of at laft. Let us remember the Rifk we run, and let u$ 
enquire to whom it was owing. 

* Sir, I think we ought to demand thefe Inftnidlion^ 
upon the fame Principle ot Equity, by which an innocent 
Man, who has b^en tried for his Life, and efcapes, i^ 
allowed a Copy of the Indidtracnt, that if he has a Mind 
to profecute thofe who brought him into that -Danger, he 
jnajif, I will add but two or three Words more to the 
, Trouble 



TroiAte I Mve given you. The People of Engknd are not 
fo ignorant as fome Pcrfons fuppofe : They know the Con- 
ventton from the Excife : They know what they Jhould 
think of it ; They would be glad to know whom they owe 
it to ; and they will underl!and perfcdlly well, if ^ Nega» 
ti^c be given to this Modon, what that Negative means,' 
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' Sir John 



•• Sir JoKn Barnard. 

IS I It, 
* As I have often heard a certain Set of Gentlemen infill 
iipon it, both here and in other Places, that the Dcclara* Barnard 
tion or Protefl in Qyeftiont had no Manner of Relation to 
ihe Convention, 1 ftjnuld be glad thofe Gentlemen would 
inform us what it had Relation to» or for what Purpofe it 
was made, and fo formally accepted of» I am very cer- 
tain, the Court of Spam meant fomeehing by making it ; I 
ini convinced they fuppofed we meant fomething by re- 
ceiving it. if they had meant, or intended to mean nothing, 
lam fiire, they would not have made it; and if we did 
not mean to accept it in the Terms in which it was con- 
ceived, and for the Purpofe which, we knew, they meant 
by kf 1 am lure our iVliniiler, at leall^ meani to deceive 
them. Therefore, if we received it as the Spaniards meant 
it ; if we feeeived it as the Condition on which the Signing 
of the Convention was to be proceeded on j I am very fine, 
the Condufl of oar Miniller ought not only to be enquired 
into, batcenfqred. And, if we meant to deceive the Court 
of Spain, by receiving that Declaration; if we thereby 
meant to draw the Court of Spain In to fign a Convention, 
under the falle Hopes^ that we would look opon that De* 
^^laration In the fame Light they did, the Condudl of our 
^niiniiler, in my Opinion, defer vcs as much to be cenfured 
^Ran this Cafe, as in the other. 

B ' Openncis of Heart, Sincerity, and Plain -dealing, have 
always been a dii!inguiihlng CharafteriQic of this Nation. 
It is generally the Chafafteriilic of a brave People, By 
continuing our Negotiations under fo many Infuks, I am 
afraid, we gave tne Spaniards fome room to fufpefl our 
Courage : I hope we have not, in our Method of Treating, 
given them room to fufpcft alfo our Sincerity. Sir, this 
Nation had never yet an Occafion to make ufe of Quirks or 

■Sakcrfuges, or of any fort of Deceit, for obtaining Juftice. 
y^ Convention of fome kind or other might, at that Time, 
lie neceflary for fonieamongfl us here at Home, as an Expc* 
dsent fitr excufing themlelves to the cnfuingSi^lliDn of Par- 
Jiamcnt, but it was not ticceffary for the Nation j and there- 
fore^ if deceitful Means were uied for obtaining the Con- 
currence 
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Anno 1 3, Geo currcBce of the Court of Spain, in /urnilhing one fuch an 
IL i7jp. Expedient, I will aflirm# that thofc who did (o were guilty 

^i^T^^ta/ of iacrificing the Honour and Intereft of their Country to 
fome felliih Ends of their own. 

' For this Reafon, Sir, lam for the Motion made by my 
Honourable Friend ; £qv if it do€s not, upon an Enquiry, 
appear, that our Minifter at the Court of Spain declared in 
the moft open and plain Terms, that he would not accept of 
that Declaration, as the Conditio! upon which the Treaty 
wae tobefigned; chat this Court would noc receive n as 
fuch, nor ever admit of his Catholic Mftjcfty's fufpcndin^ 
the Afliento Contract, on account of the Non- payment o 
the 6£jOOol. then claimed by Spain i I fay. Sir, if this doci 
not appear, I Ihall be for ccnfuring^ the Coodud, at lead ofj 
our Miniiiers Abroad, and, perhaps, of fome of thofe ar| 
Home. From the Papers already upon our Table it doei 
not appear^ that he accepted of that Declaracion, that hi 
accepted of it in the mo^ folemn manner ; bur, it does not 
appear from any of the Papers yet before u^, that he mad' 
fuch a Counter-declaration as I have mentioned. Therefore^ 
in Juflice to him, I dcfire to be informed, becaufe by the 
Papers before us, he now {lands condemned^ and therefore I 
de^re to fee thofe that may be pleaded in his Ju{t liicacion^ if 
there are any fach : In jufllcc to my Country I deCre to b e^ 
informedj^caufe, as a Member of this Houfe, fam obligeJfl 
to cenfurc him, if, by his Condaft, his Country had forfti(eif™ 
that Charndler which it has longprcferved, and which it ii 
both our Honour and JntereQ ftill to preferve. ^ 

* Thu.s Sir, the very Argument that has been made uf<fl 
of in this Debate for not calling for Mr. Keene's Inflrudionii 
is, with me, an onanfwerable Argument for our doing fo. 
J( by accepting the Declaration of the Court of Spain, we^ 

^M 



did not mean what the Court of Spain meant in deliverip^ 
it, we ought to have toid them fo. Let us fee, whether we 
did or no. And if by accepting 1% we meant the fame 
thing they meant in delivering it, we then meant to accepi, 
of a Treaty or Convention under the Condition cxpreffa* 
in that Declaration, By fo doing, we acknowledged thi 
tBfOool. to be juiily due to them by our South Sea Com 
pany : Wc acknowledged, that this Sam ought to be imme- 
diately paid, without any Regard to the large Claims our 
Company had upon the Crown of Spaio ; ana we acknow- 
jedged, that unlefs ihac Company paid thrtt Sum, within a 
ihorc Terra, the King of Spain had a Right to fufpend the 
iifTientool^ Negroes, WiU any Gentleman lay, it was right 
in our MiniEer to make luch Acknowledgments? Will anyi 
CepEJeman fay, he ought not to be cenfuied if be did ? Sir, 
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ihtrt WIS no Bifpate be twee □ ihe Court of Spain asid our Annoi^^Ge^. 
Souih'SEa Company, when the Convention firll begaia to be ^^* *7*^' 
thought of. They had come to a final Agreement, and that U^TrNi/ 
Agreement would Uaveiloodj if our Nagariacion* about the 
Convolution had not unhinged it. The Demand of tbb 
68,OQol, which the Court of Spain made upon our South- 
Sea Company, wai, perhap^j an unjuil Demand i but the 
Company had agreed to allow it, unjuft as it was, pfgvided 
the King of Spain would do them Juflicc as to che many 
JDemands they had upon him, and infill only upon this Sum*s 
being brought in to the Creditor's. Side of his Account. 
This was the only Confeflion our Company had ever made 
of this Debt. TJiia was what the Court of Spain had 
agreed to accept of; and this was what Mr. Keene, as he 
was Agent fgr the Company, could not but know. Was it 
then right in him to accept^ or admit of a Declaration, in 
which it w^as infilled, that cur Company had confefTed thra 
Sum to be owing, without fo much as one Word of the 
Terms upon which they had agreed to allow it > Among 
Politicians, Sir, whofe MaxtEns^ i confi^fs, I do not under- 
Hand, this may be juiliiied in che Envoy ; but among Mer- 
chants, I am furej it wi!I never be juiiified in the Agent. 

• From what I have faid, Sir, it muft appear, that ouT 
Mmiftcr*3 accepting, or even admitting of this Declaration, 
was wrong : and Idefire to know, the whole Nation deftfcs 
to knoWj whether there was any fuch Counter-dec la ration, 
and in what Method it was made or delivsred. If we arc 
refufed this Satisfaftion , by a Negative's being put upon this 
Motion, f {h:tt! prefume, the whole Nation will prefume, 
there was no fiJch Counter- declaration made or delivered by 
our Minilkr; and confequencly I ihiH, the whole Nation 
will, condemn his Condu^^ \tt his Fate in this Houfe be 
what it wilL This, Sir, )s a bad Confcquence, with regard 
to the Character of the Honourable Gentleman concerned; 
but with regard to the Charadcr of this Houfe, it is araoH 
terrible one ; f^jr if Parliamems fhould begin to rcfufc giving 
Satisfaflion to the PcopJe, the People will begin to refufc 
putting any Confidence in Parliaments; and, if this fhould 
ever come to be the Cafe, they not only may, but they ought 
to be laid a fide, I do not know that the Character of Par- 
liament ever received a greater Stab, than it did by tbe^ 
feeming Approbation of the Convention in la ft Seflion of 
Parliament ; and if we (hould, in this, Co far fcreen the Con- 
trivers of that Con^^ention, as to refufe to let the People 
know, whether they were to blame or not: J f^y, if wc 
fhould do thi», now that the chief Argument advitnced Ia0 
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Anno I}, Geo. Year in favour of that Convention appears to have been 
IL 17 jp. without Foundation, it will, I fear, be a mortal Blow. 

^»y'yr\mJ * This, sir, is a Danger that threatens our Conftitution in 
its mod tender Part ; and fhal} we expofe ourfelves to this 
Danger, for the fake of avoiding the chimerical Danger of 
letting Spain fee what Conceifion we were willing to make 
for the fake of Peace? It is very plain, I think. Sir, that 
fome amongil us were willing to have made mod extraor- 
dinary Conceflions for the feke of Peace ; and, for this very 
Reafon, I am for having them enquired into ; for if they 
fliQuId appear.to be fuch as I fufpedl, I hope it will be put 
out of the Power of thofe that were willing to make them, 
ever to make any fuch for the future, either to Spain, or to 
any other Nation we may hereafter have a Diipute with. 
No Man can have Reafon to dread letting Spain know what 
thofe Conceflions were, becaufe, I believe, fhe was long lincc 
fully informed of them; and this Information was, I am 
convinced, the Caufe of the War 5 for her Dependence upon 
the Conceflions fhe was made to hope for, was the true 
Caiife of her Obiftinacy, and thofe who had flattered her 
with fuch Hopes, at lafl found, they had promifed her more 
than they durfl: venture to perform. But fuppofe fhe were, 
as yet,^ ignorant of the Conceflions fome amonglt us were 
willing to make for the fake of Peage, her being now in- 
formed of them may give her new Caufe to repent of her 
former Obflinacy, but it can give her no Hopes for expeding 
■fuch at the End of the War, if we carry it on, as I hope 
we fhall, with Vigour and Succefs. ' The Dread of letting 
Spain know what Conceiflons we were willing to make for 
the fake of "Peace, can therefore be no Argument with any 
l^an in the Kingdom for oppofing this Motion ; but the 
Dread of letting this Nation fee what Conceflions fome 
ampngft us feemed willing to make for the fake of a preca- 
rious and difhonourable Peace, is, I believe, an Argument 
of great Weight with fome Gentlemen, for oppofing this 
and every fuch Motion ; and becaufe it is an Argument with 
them for oppofing, it is, with me, a moft powerful Argu- 
ment for approving this Motion, and every Motion of the 
fame nature; for if any difhonour^able Conceflions were fo 
much as propofed to have been made, they ought to be ex- 
pofed, they ought to be cenfured, in order to prevent the 
like in Time to come.' 

Sir- Robert Walpole. 
Sir, 
Sir Robert * I* ^^s generally been reckoned a little un&ir, to take 

Walpolc. notice of what has been faid in^ any former Debate 5 but we 

have 



'fcave now fg fir deviated from this Rule, that not only Anno ij, Ga 
whac has been faid in former Debates, but in former Sef^ il*7Ji>' 

Ifions, is repeated feldojm exa^Uy^ as it wa* fpoke, atid made 'v^^'N^^ 
ufe of againR Gemlemen in future Deb:itei^ or futyre Sef- 
feons. I remember, when it was M Year infified on^ that 
the King of Spain *3 Proteft was an Article of the Conven- 
tion ; I made ufc of the Eifpreflion, that it was no more an 
N^rticle of the Convention than of the grand All b nee. I 
then thought fo, I think fo ilill: Nothing can be looked on 
^ m an Anicte of nny Treaty ^ nnlefs it be ratiS^d as well as 

IBgned, by both Panic? concerned ; orunlefs it be exprefsly 
mentioned and referred to in fome of the Articles that have 
been figoed and ratified by both Fartiei. Is this the Cafe 
of the Proteft in Q|jeHion ? Was it either figned or raiiHcd 
by both Parties, or was it mentioned in any one of the Arri- 
del of the Treaty I Sir, if it had b«n made by way of a 
feparatt Article, and even figred by our Miniflerj yet, till 
It was ratified by his MajeAy, it could not be looked on at 
an Article of any Treaty between the two Nations, There- 
fore 1 ftill think I fpoke juftly when X (zid, that his Catho- 
lic Majelly's Proteft was no more an Article of the Con* 
I mention, than of the grand Alliance. 
* This Proteft, Sir, was fofiir from being an Article, or a 
^Part of the Treaty, that it was not fo much as fjgned by our 
Minifter : He did not fo much as accept it, he only received 
it. Gentlemen may fmile at this Diliindion i but it is not 
a Diflindlion without a Difference* There is a very great 
Difference between accepting and receiving. When we ac* 
cept of any rhing, we accept of It as the Gi ire r intends we 
Ihould, either as a Payment, eras a Reward, Favour or Gra.- 
'tuicyi and then our accepting implies a Releafe^ or an Ob- 
ligation of Gratitude. Bui when we receive only, we re- 
ceive in what Terms we pleafe, and may declare them then^ 
or at any Time afterwards. This was the Cafe of our 
Minifter, with regard to hii Catholic Majc%*a Protelt He 
received it only; and to {hew hh Candour, as well as to 
^m prevent theCourc of Spain'* being led into any Miihkt, h« 
^P then upon the Spot declared, that he did not accept of it as 
^^ any Article or Condition of the Treaty, and that he received 
it, only in order to tranfmit a Copy of it to his CtJiirt, and 
another to the South-Sea Conipany. If the Court of Spaio, 
therefore, were deceived, they deceived themfelvcs: They 
were deceived neither by the Exp regions, nor by the Silence 
u of our Miniiler. But whatever they may now pretend, I 
■ believe, they neither deceived themfelve?, nor w^re deceived 
H by our Minjfter. 1 believe^ they did not fo mLicb as expc£l, 
that we fhould ihew any Regard to their Proteit. It related 
Vol,, Vi Cc c 10 
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Anna ti, Geo to an Afl^ir of a particuhr and perplexed nature, wfekh 
^\^il^ could no£ be brought into a general Treaty between ihc twe 
W^T"N-^ Nations, The Accounts between the King of Spain and 
Dur South'Sea Company, was an A^ir tfaat no way related 
to either of the Nations io general ; and, it was an A^ir 
cf fucha perplexed naiart-^ tfi^t itcould nor be brought into 
the Negotiation for a general Treaty. Like the Difpme 
pbout theLimk^ between Florida and Carolina, it wa.^ abio- 
lutely neetJlary to refer it to Plenipotentiartes, to be exa- 
mincfi into, ^nd determined oy ihem, after the ConclHfton of 
the gc^neraJ Treaty, as h cuHotnary in aU fuch Qu^i } and 
ihe.cfore it came properly under the Hrlt Article of the 
'i'reaty, by which, Mini Hers PJenipntentiaries were to be 
appoimedi for regulating finally the Pretcnfion* of the Wf> 
Crowns» remaining to beadjuiied ; the whole, according to 
ihe Treaties therem menuoned^ >ef which that of the Atli* 
cntoot Negroes is particularly one. - 

* If we confide r the Affair in thh Light, an^ this h the 
only Light in which it can properly be confidercd^ we may 
eafiJy fee, what the Court of Spain meant by ihia ProteiL 
As the Aflientoof Negroes was a mutual Contra A between 
the two Niitiont, the Krng of Spain thought he had a Right 
to fufpend the Performance of hi^ Part of it, in cafe ^c 
refuicd the Performance of ours ; and this he certainly has: 
Ko Gentleman has faid, he has a Right to fufpend the A{&- 
ento of Negroes upon any pretended Failure in ottr South- 
Sea Company, and without applying to our Court for Re- 
drefs. Itut, if our South^Sea Company ihoufd be guilty of 
a real, and not a pretended Failure; and if, upon Appliea- 
lion to our Court, wc iliould refyfe, or linreaibnably dday 
compelling our South *Se.i Company to do him Juftice, he 
would ceruinly then have a Right to fufpend the Affiento 
Treaty upon his Part i and this Right he was afraid might 
be injufed.or derogated from, by that Treaty's being parti- 
cularly mentioned in the firll Article of the Convention; 
for which Reafon he thought It neccflbry to rcfcrvc that Right 
by an exprefs Declaration t This was all that even the 
Court cf Sp.iin meant by that Protell. It could not give 
I hem any new Right, nor confirm any Right they wrongs 
fully pretended to* It was intended only to (hew, that his 
Catholic Msjeliy did not, by the firft Article of the Con- 
vention, give up any Right he might have to fufpend the 
ii flic n to Treaty, apon a Failure of Performance on ihe?art 
of this Nation ; and as the Plenipotentiaries appointed by 
both Natjons, and not the Court of Spain alone, were tti 
determine, whether the Non payment of the 68,oool. was 
* Failure on the Pari of this Nation, it would have been a 
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Piece of pei-fe^l Don-Quixotifm in ua, to have refufcdad- Annoi^.G 
mtttiEg the Court of Spain to make fuch a Declaration or 
Pfoteft; becaufc, if our Flenipotentiarics had deternjincdj 
that this Sum was tlue to the King of Spain, and th^it ic 
ought to be immediately paid by our South-Sea Company, 
we certainly ought, and, I believe, wc iboufd have com- 
pelled that Company to have paid ii ; and if our Plenipo- 
tentiarjes had determined, that it was not due, or that the 
King of Spain ought lo allow it in Whole or in Part of 
what was due by him to the Company, his Proteft would 
then have been of no Manner of SigniHcation. 

* In my Opinion, Sir, it is cwident from the very na, 
tare of the Thing, as well as from the Papers already oti 
your Table, that Mr, Kcene neither received ihi^ Protefl 
as any Article, Cnndicion, pr Part of the Treaty, nor did 
ht cither by his Exprefiions, or his Silence, endeavour to 
deceive the Court of Spain; and thercfHe, neither of the 
Arguments made ufe of by the Hon. Gentleman thaifpoke 
Jaft, can be of any Weight In the prcfent Queiliun ; nor 
will our refufing to diftrefs the Government by difcovering 
its Secrets, or to take up our ovvn Time with Enquiries, 
when there does not fo much as feem to h:ive been any 
Fault committed i I C^y, our refufmg to do fO| can be 
Jook*d upon by no impartial Man in the Kingdom, at a 
refufing to let the People know, whether thofe who nego* 
tiated and concluded the Convention were to bjame in what 
they dtd. There arCj indeed, fome Men in the Natron^ 
and perhaps fome Gentlemen ia this Houfe, fo much pre- 
judiced againfi the Convention, that wiihout Enquiry, they 
think eyery Man blameable who had any Hand either in 
negotiating or advifiog it j hut J am fure, I may at leaft 
iay, thai the Majority of both Houfes of Parliament thought 
otherwife hH Sellion, and I cao fee no Reafon for their 
thinking otherwife now. The Hopes that the Conven- 
tion would, at lafl, produce an honourable and advanta- 
geous Peace^ without War or Bbodfhed, was a good Reafon 
for concluding it, and a good Reafon for approving it ; 
and, if this was then a good Argument, can what ha^ hap^ 
pened fmcc, can the Spaniards having fincc committed a 
Dxoft notorious Breach of public Faith, any way derogate 
from the Strength of that Argument ? Can it throw anyr 
Blame upon choie who put a Trufl in Hopes founded upon a 
moft folcmn Treaty ? At this R&ie, Sir, no Mioilter maft 
ever conclude, or advife agreeieg to Htiy Treaty ; for tho 
moft full, the molt explicit the moll defiiiitive Treaty may 
be broke thro' as welf as that Preliminary was^ and if a 
Miniilef mtift anfwer for ihe Breaches of Faith committed 
Ccc z by 
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•^nnoi), Geo by the Nation he treats with, I am fi^re, he ought never, 
II. i73p4 in Pradence, to treat with any. The Breach of Faitli 

V./'V'^*^ committed by Spaniards, can therefore now be no more an 
Argument for condemning that Treaty, than thp Fear of 
their doing fo, could be an Argument for condemning it, 
when it was under the Coniideration of this Houfe. 

• This, Sir, is, I believe, the Way of thinking with all 
the unprejudiced and impartial Men in the Kingdom, 
which, I hope, will always be, by hr, the greateft Part | 
and furely, we are not to take up our Time in this Houfe, 
which may be otherivife (o well employed, with Enqairies, 
in orderto reuioy&.the Piejudicesof a few; and much lefs 
ought we to dp fo, when that Enquiry may probably be 
attended with great Danger to the Public, which is the 
Cafe of the Enquiry now moved for. I (ball grant, that 
Spain has now no Re^fon to exped chofe Conceffions we 
v/ere willing to make for the fake o*f avoiding a War ; but 
Natio'^s, as well as private Men, often expedl without the 
lerift Siiadow of Reafon. If Spain fhould be iuformed of 
all the ConceiTions we were willing to make, it will (hew 
her the Value we 'put upon her Friendijxip, and this will 
make her periill more pbftinately in the War, Her Obfti- 
nacy, it is true, may be attended with her Rain, but this, I 
am fure, is what muft be allowed not to be our Intercft to 
purfue. Wc ought to infift upon her doing us Jullice, and, 
I hopv , we {hall foon obtain it, if we do not encourage her 
to perfi I obilinately in the War ; but we ought to aim at 
it by weakening that Nation as little as poifible, becaufe ihe 
may, probably, hereafter become our Friend and Ally, and 
we may have Occailon for her Afiidance. I am far froni 
thinking, that any difhonourable Conceflions were propofed 
to be made, and yet, I am convinced, the Spaniards know 
very little of the Conceffions we were willing to make. I 
hope they never (hall ; but, if they fhould be fully apprized 
of fhe Conceflions we were willing to make for the fake of 
avoiding a War, they will expert, tho^ without Reafon, that 
we Ihould make the fame for the fake of getting of a War ; 
and this Expedation will prevent their fuing for Peace, c.ii 
they are reduced to the lafl Extremity, which is an EJ^d 
we ought, if poflible, to prevent. 

< But this. Sir, is fer from being the only fatal Confe- 
quence that may enfue from our calling for the Letters and 
Inilrudlions now moved for. I could mention feveral o* 
thers, but (hall confine myfelf to one. We have, it is true, 
the Misfortune of being engaged in a War, but it is, as yet, 
sgainit Spain alone, and while it continues to be fo> we 

iwve. 
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Ji*ve no great Reafon to doubt, or to be afraid of the Ann© t^, G 
pvent; nor arc we under any Neccfficy of feeking Allies ^^* ^719^ 
or AfiUUnce in the War. But there arc other Powcis that V*/'"V*N 
are, perhaps, willing ip join v^hh Spain againfl us, if chey 
could but And a tokrable Excufe for lo doing, and, in that 
cafe, we /nay be under a Neccffity of endeavouring to get 
fome of the Powers of Europe to join with us. We know 
Isow freely Mmiftera of the fame Sovereign correfpond with 
one another, when there is no JeafouSy between ihem, nor 
any Apprehenfion that the Correfpondence will be unfea* 

^fouabiy divuJged, This was probably the Cale of our Mi- 
» ftiflers at Home and Abroad, who were concerned m negoti^ 
ating and concluding the Convention, and therefore these 
may be fome ReHe^lions or Exprel&Qns in the Letters or 
JnUrud^ions now called for, that may beef dangerous Con^ 
sequence in both thefe Refpeds. They may not only be 

kfuch as will furniih ihofc that incline to be our Enemies, 
with a pfaufible Pretence for joining againit us, but they may 
be fuch as will render thofe that incline to be our Friends, 
lefs willing to affiit us, Thefe may be the Conrequenccs of 
having the Papers called for laid before fo numerous ati 
AITembly ; and as there Confequences may be fatal to ua in 
our prejent Situations ImulHherefore give my Negative to 
the Motion.' 

Lord Folwarth. 

S I R, 

' I do not remember to have heard it infixed on in this, ^^^^ ^^ 
or any former Debate, that the King of Spain's Deciara- warth. 
lion was an Article of the Convention^ and therefore it 
was unneccflary for the Honourable Gentleman who fpoke 
l^ la point out to us, fo cxadly^ what was to be deemed, 
a,nd what was not to be deemed an Article of any Treaty ; 
but a Declaration or Protect may relate to a Treaty, tho* it 
be not figned by both Parties, and tho' it be neither made an 
Article, nor mentioned in any Article of the Treaty ; and 
when fnch a Declaration or Protell is ftgned by one of the 
contradlng Parties, and fotemnly intimated to, and accepted 
by the other, it his, by the Law of Nations, the fame E^ 
ftO-t as if it had been made an Article cf the Treaty. 

' As for the Honourable Gentleman's Diilinflion between 
Accepting and Receivlngjt is, like fome of the other inge- 

tnious Diltinflion^ 1 have heard come from the fame Quar- 
ter, a little beyond my Comprehcnfion. There may be a 
Diiierence, but^ I proteft, it it fuch a one as I cannot well 
comprehend; and what is Hill worfe, it is a DiAinOion thatj 

tr has explained itj will not ferve his Turn in the 
prefcnt 
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Anflo r;, Geo prefeiit Cafe, If he Ihould give me any thing, which ! do 
17J^ not expcd be wilfj ntid I ihould recclire it, I flioald thick 

^•^t"^*-^ Ihat I bad not only accepted if, but that I had accepted it 
upon the Condiiiofis on which » I fiippofed, he gave it | and, 
1 believe, the World would think in the iaine way. But if 
he jhoiild give me any thing, and at the Time of giving 
ihould exprefs the Terms on which he gave it^ in fuch a 
cafe^ if i fcceived his Pre fern without declaring , that I net^ 
iher did, nor would receive it upon hh Tcrtn.% the whole 
World would conclude, that I had accepted h upon ibe 
Terms he exprefTed. Suppofc a Man were aflually 6 wing 
me a Sum of Money, and fhoold come and offer me a Sum 
equal to what he owed, but at the fame time ihould declare, 
chat he dtd not acknowledge himfelf indebted to me in a 
Farthing, nor would give me that Money unleC^ I recetved 
it as a Gratuity ; and fuppofe I did receive the Money with^ 
out fcying a Word, ought not ray receiving it in that way, 
to be look^ on as feceiving it by way of Gratuity ^ 1 am 
fure, in Point of lion our, it ought; for no Man would re- 
ceive the Money in that way, unlefs he either thought there 
was nothing really due to him, or that he had not Power ta m 
compel the Payment of it. f 

* 1 have made thefc Suppofitions, Sir, In order to ihew, ' 
that he who receives mull always be fuppoled to accept 
upon the Terms on which the Thing is, or is fuppofcd to 
be given. And now to apply this to the Proteil or Decla- 
ration in Qucition- If it had been drawn up and figncd 
without the Knowledge or Participation of Mr. Keene, and 
ft Copy of it fcnt to him after the Signing of the Conven- 
tion, I ihall grant* that his receiving or acceptmg it in this 
manner, would have been of no great Moment i He might, 
in Complaifance, have told them, that he would fend a Copy 
of it to his Court, or to theSauth-fiea Company • But this 
was fir from being the Cafe, as appears from the Papers 
already upon our Table Before the Convencion was figned, 
there was an Agreement between Mr. Keene and Mr* La 
Quadra, that fucha Declaration (Hould be made in Writing, 
and iigned by the latter, in the Name of the King of Spain ; 
Nay, farther, before the King of Spain*3 Minilters would 
figfi the Convention, Mn Keene agreed not only by Word of 
Mouth, but under his Hand in Writing, that he would re* 
ccive or accept of this Declaration, and tranfmit Copies of 
it to his Court, and to the South-Sea Company, Muft not 
we then fuppofe, that when he received this Paper, he ac- 
cepted it upon the Terms which were expreiled in the Body 
of it; and that confequently our leaving our South-Sea 
Compiiny to the Mercy of the King of Spain, was the Con- 
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ditioii apon whtcH Mr, Kttne agreed the Signing of the Anno r^.O 
Treaty wai to proceed on, ^I *7i^ 

• 1 was furprjzed, Sir, to hear the Honourable Gentle^ 
mao fa)v that Mr. Kcenc, to flicw hk Candour, declared 
upon the Spot* that he did not accept of this Declaration as 
any Article or Condition of the 1 reaty, but that he re- 
ceived it* only in order to trHfifmit a Copy of it to hit 
Court, ind another to the South- Sea Company. I do not 
know what private In formation the Hon. Gentletnan may 
have about this Affair, but the very contrary appears mani- 
feft from the Papers now on our Tahht and from thtm only 
sve can judge. (Here he reads Paragraphs from fcvcral 
lietters. Sec] Frpm tbefe Papers it is, I think, manifcHt 
that Mr Kecne, by an Agreement previous to the Signing 
of the Con vent ion t agreed to accept of this Declaration, 
and that he did accept of it without making any fueh Coun- 
ter declaration, either by Word of Mouth or in Writing j 
and by his doing fo, it certainly became a Part 0/ the Con- 
vention : No Civilian will, I am furc, fay otheiwife. J fay» 
no Civilian, Sir ; for [ have, thi^ Day, heard fome Gentle- 
men of this Houfe (^y otherwife » but they do not, I think, 
pretend to be Civilians j and therefore, f hope, they will 
not pretend tolnfaliibilityp or even to great Authority, in % 
Point that depends upon the Laws of Nature and Nations. 

• J fh|ill grant. Sir, that Matter* of a particular and per- 
plexed nature ar^feldom fettled by general Treaties. When 
Matters of a general and national Concern are adjufted, 
thofe of a particular or perplexed nature, fuch as Limits, 
l>amages, and the like^ are ufually referred to be adjul^ed 
by Plenipotentiaries, CommslTarieF, or tome fuch MinifterSp 
after the general l>eaty has been concluded j but our late 
Convention with Spain was of an extraordinary kind ; for 
all the general Rights and Pretenfions in Difpute between 
the two Nations* fuch as the Freedom of our Trade and 
Navigation in the American Seas, our Right to cut Log- 
wood in the Bjy of Campeachy, and all fuch, were left to 
be regulated by Plenipotentiaries ; and that Affair which wai 
the moll perplexed, and required the moil prtlcular Difcuf- 
fion, I mean the Damages futlained by our Merchants, \y^^ 
the only Affair that was finally adjured by the general 
Treaty. I beg Pardon for faymg finaKy adjuAed ; for, in 
my Opinion, it was, on our Pare, abfolutely given up. I 
iherefore do not at aU wonder that the great Claims oor 
South Sea Company had upon the Crown of Spain, 00 ao- 
cottnt of Seizures, wefe left to be regulated by Plenipoien^ 
tJaries i but I was lurprized to hear the Honourable Gcntle- 
man fay, that the Accounts between the King of Sp^io and 

our 
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Annoij.Geooor Soath-Seai Company were all rtkntd to the PIeAip<H 
It i73p. tcntiaries. No, Sir ; the King of Spain's Claim upon them 

^i^'V^i^ was not referred : We pofitiveJy and exprefsly allowed it, by 
our Minifter*s accepting this Proteft as the fiafis of that 
Treaty. 

« The Court of Spain, Sir, were well appridsed of the 
Neccffity our Negotiators were under towards the End of 
lad Year, for having a Treaty of fome kind or other. The 
Miniilers of Spain knew, that oor Minifters had fpent four 
or 500,0001. of the Nation's Money, in fitting out Squa- 
drons of which they have made no manner of Ufe. From 
thence they knew that oar Miniflers were under a Neceffity 
of having fomething to (hew, fome Excufe to make, to Par- 
liament; and they would grant them nothing, they would 
give us nothing that looked like a Treaty, unlefs our Mini- 
iler would abandon the South Sea Company. That Com- 
pany muft be entirely Jcft to their Mercy: The Sum pre- 
tended to be due to them by the Company, muft not only 
be acknowledged, but paid within a fhort Term, otherwife 
they were to be left at Liberty to fufpend the Affiento of 
Negroes ; whereas, the large Sum due by them to the Com- 
pany, were to be left to a tedious Difcuffion, and not to be 
paid till their Plenipotentiaries fhould agree to it, which, I 
am convinced, they never would have done. All this they 
infilled on, before they would vouchfafc to give us any thing 
that looked like a Treaty, and for this, they would not trult 
to our Minifter's Word ; they would have it in Writing 1 
and this Form of a Proteft, which he was to accept of in a 
folemn manner, was the Method agreed on : Nay, even for 
this Acceptance, they would not trnft to his Word : This 
too, they infilled upon having, by way of Letter, under his 
Hand. Does not this (hew that our Miniftcrs, fo far as they 
durll venture, were willing to agree to every thing propofed 
by the Miniftcrs ot Spain ? Suppofe, Sir, the King of Spain 
has a Right to fufpend the Alfitnto of Negroes, in calc of 
any Failure on our Part, yet this cannot juftify Mr. Keene'a 
accepting of that Proteft in the manner he did. By that 
Acceptance, he not only acknowledged the Right in the 
King of Spain, but he acknowledged, that the South Sea 
Company would be guilty of a Failure on their Part, unlefs 
they paid the 68,oool. within a fhort Term ; and this he 
did, tho' he perfedly knew, that, in Juftice, they owed no 
fuch Sum, nor had ever acknowledged, or promifed to pay 
fuch a Sum, but upon Condition of the King of Spain's fet- 
tling all Accounts with them, and paying what might appear 
• to be due upon the Balance. 

• What 
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fpoke from th^ Papers Anno 15.© 
now upon our Table. From them our NcgotiationB, cipe- |iJI^' 
dally th^>rc that relate 10 his Catholic Majdly'a Proteft, 1^y^T% 
muft ftand condemned with every Man that pcmfes them, 
and ihtm only. If tiicre be any other Papers which may 
julUfy ihofe Negotiations ; If ti,e Honourable Gent I em a ti 
Jctiows of any fuch : If he knows of any Letters. Inltruc- 
tions, or other Papers, frora whence it may appear, that Mr, 
Keene declared, when he received this Protcll, that he did 
Bot receive it as any Article or Condition of the Treaty, 
that he leceivcd it only to tranfmic it to his Courtj and to 
rhe South-Sea Company : f fay, if the Honourable Gentle- 
man knows of any fiich as^ from what he has faid* he 
would feem to Infiiiuate, I am fare he ought, a» a Friend to 
Mr. Keeiiet to agree to their being laid before us* The 
Objedjons he has been plenled to make, the Dangers he 
ha^ been pleated to frighten us with,arei in my Opinion^ 
mere Bugbears* The Danger of ftiewing to Spain what 
Conceffions we were willing to make for the fake of Peace^ 
15 an ObjedlTOrt that operated as Urongly a gainll laying be* 
fore m the Letters and Inilru^^ions to ourCommifrarics, as 
it can do agaJrdt laying befare us the Letters and Initruc-» 
tions to Mr. Keene ; and yet, the former were laid before us 
without ^ny Difficulty, and without producing any bad Ef- 
ie^. And as no Power in Europe had the Eeail Concern in 
the Negotiations carried on between Spain and us r As no 
Power in Europe had any immediate Concern in the Dif- 
pntes between the two Nations, I cannot conceive, whac 
Occaiion our Mint Hers could have to mention any other 
Power in Europe, in their Letters or Inllru£tions to Mr. 
' Xeenei and therefore, from their great Wi(dom, I mull 
fuppole, th$t no other Power in Europe i^ fo much ai men- 
tioned in mny 0/ thole Letters or Inflrufllons. For this 
Reafon, if they were all pcinted and publi(hed, as well aa 
laid before this Houfe, I cannot fuppoie, that thofc who aic 
willing w join with Spi^in agaiaU us, could, from thence* 
be fufnlffaed with any Pretence for fo doing i or that tivofe 
who are willing to ailift us in the War, in cafe we ihodd 
have Occaiion tor it, could, from any ReH^dions or Expref-* 
Eons in thofe Letters or Inllrutflion^, be rendered lefs willing 
than they are at prefcnt to atfitt us* 

* This, Sir, is a Danger that none of our .Miniflers 114 ve^ 
[ Am convinced, the hA\ Caufe to apprehend. But there 
h another Danger which fome of ihem wnx\ perhapst 
have Caufe to apprehend. There maybe Exprefilon^ in 
fome of thofe Letters or Inflrudions, thit might difoblige 
many here at Home, and railc in^h a Spirit io the Nation^ 
Vat.. VL D d 4 u 
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Anno I i, Geo. as would be of dangerous Coftlcquence to our MiDiAera, 
IL17JJJ. If our N^gotiaticns were carried oti, not fo miicli witha 

^"^^r^^ View 10 procure S^^tisfaflmt) ro the Nation, as to procure 
tomponiry Expedfents for our Miniftcrs, this might appear 
from fomc of ibofe Letters or Inflruflionf^, if they fhoM all 
be laid before us j and this, if there be any fuch thing, is, 
I fhali grant, a Danger which oi^i' Mrnifierahavc great Rea- 
fon to apprehend; but thb is a Danger which » f am fare, 
ciagbt tf^ have no Weight with this Houfc, If it has any, 
hmutlbe m iliVour of the Motion ; and, for this Reafoitj 
I am the mere fanguine for the Motion 1 becaufe I lind it 
oppofed by hmc who may, perhaps, think themielTcs eie- 
pofcd to thrs Dangcfr/ 

Sir John Hind Cot loir* 

St II, 

Sk JolinHind ' ^ ^^^^ ^^^ *^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ QiielUon, whether our "Ntffh 
Cotton. ckitioiis Hand condemned or acquiited by the Papers now 
upan our Table ; but, 1 mult obferve, that tho' feveral Para- 
graph! haVe been read, and froio thence fe vera! ObjcAio&s 
ihrtcd, by ihofe who find f4dtwjth our NegottatioDs, yet 
none of thofe who dcchre thcnifeUej Frkr.ds to otir Ndgp- 
tiatJons^ have attempted to read, or to draw an i^ignmrnf 
from any one of the Papers now before tti i from whence it 
would (eem as if they wercconrcioug, that our Negotiation 
cnnnoi he juftified from any of ihe Papers we have, ti yet, 
Hpon otif Table; and if they pat a Neganve upon this 
Motion * the whole World will conclude th»t they are coti- 
fcious thole Negotiations can as little be juttified from any 
Papers that can he laid before yj 1 thciefjre, for present mg 
foch an unlucky Inference, I hope ihey will agree to the 
Motion. 

* In this Debate^ Sir, we have heiird Mr, Keejne's Con* 
dtjdl fo highly applauded by fume Gentlemen, j^tid fo loudly 
blamed by others, that, I confcl5, it excites a very great 
Curiofity in me, to fee all that can be laid, btrth for and 
againlt him ; atid therefore, ai I can {re no Danger Irom 
onr having all thofe Papers htd before us, if there were no 
other Reafon, I Ibould be for the Modon. 0ot when l 
confider the Duty we owe to our Country, if the Gentlemen 
whofe Condud is called in Quelifon, be gtiilty, and the Juiljcc 
we oivc to him if he be innocent, I think we ought to have 
the Pipers now moved for laid before u^.even tho' it fhmld 
be attended with all the Danger9 we have bceii frightened 
with J and thole who have aijy Regard for hint^ miaft cer- 
lalnlyj I think, be for it, becaufe h)s Chaia£|rr» as a Mini- 
^r^ may> perh^p^i be jurtiiied by fomc of the Papen t^ow 

called 



! rendered worfe than Annd^ 
it IS already in the Eyes of m^xiy Gentlemen of thh Houfc, ^ ^ 
and, r believe, of [rgH Men in the Ndtion.* 

This Debate like wife endcJ with a Negative, without a 
Difiijon- 

Lord Gage's Speech again ft ihe Augmentation of ihe Troops. 

S I R« 

■ The Honourable Gentknaan that made the Motion fori 
an Augmentition to oiir prefent Arm/i of feven Regrmenti 
of Foot, did plainly tell you at the fame time, that ht did 
like wife In tend to propofe th^ faifmg alfo of four Regi* 
ments more of Marines : But ai I am againll every Part of 
the Motion already madei fo I ihall be agaitift that intended 
to be fiiadei 

' I am again fl this Augmentanon of Troops, becaofe na 
one Reafon has been given to fhew the Nece^ty of it ; and- 
w.ifi it neceilary, I flioufd be for the addmg of fifteen or 
twenty Men to the Companies now in being, rather than 
the raifing of new Corps or Regiments, which will be not 
only themoft burdenfameand expcnfive way to the Nation^ 
bat m^y alfo prove the moft dangerous to our ConRicution, 

* The Honourable Gentleman that opened this Debaie^ 
feemed to hint that thefc additional Troops would^ in rea- 
lity, be no Augmentation to our Army, being only to re- 
place thofc fetit Abroad <m the late Expedition to America. 
But I hope he will forgive me, if I fay, that it is a falJacious 
way of arguing, nnd not true in Fa£l. 

* It k true, indeed j they are pretty equal in Number to 
thofc fent Abroad, but they are fo many more than the Par- 
Ikment laft Year ever intended keeping on foot in Eng- 
land ; for thofe very Troops fent on the Expedition, were 
raifed %vith no other View than lo be fent Abroad, fo that, 
in reality, this is an Addition of fo many more Men, 

* And I am fo far from agreeing to the raifing of more 
Forces^ that 1 would not even confent to the keeping up the 
prefcni Number of uielels Troops, was it not with a View 
of making them of fome Service to their Country, by ad* 
ditiTing his Majefty to employ fome of the marching Regi- 
ments a& Marines on board fome of the Men of War 

* Butnnw 1 am talking of Marines, where is the Necef- 
fity, foppofing it was even re qui fue Marines {hould be raifed^ 
that it jhouidbedoneby way of Regiments, to put to unne- 
ccf]^ry Charges a Nation already groaning gnder the heavy 
Load of Tairei, Duties and Excifet ? Why not rather aft 
independent Companies, and fa to be fent on board fuch 
(hipft where there may be a Deficiency of Sailors, by which 

Odd z mciiii 
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Annoi;,Ceo. means not only thu^ Fay of the Colonels, Lieutenant Cblo- 
If. i75p. nels. Majors, ftcijould be favcd, but alfo there would be. 
I/^N^*^ piore Seamen fpared for the Merchants carrying on their 
Trade? 

• Bat as I do not at prefent think any additional Marines 
needful, there being* as I faid before, marching Regiments 
fufficicnt that may be fparcd. to be employed that way in 
fafe of Ncccflity. fo I never will be for keeping on foot a 
fingle Company more than is requifite for the Support of 
the Government But when inftead of that, I think, the 
too great Increafe of the Army may become its Subverfion, 
by making Slaves of a- free People. I ihajl always oppofe 
it; and to (hew the Gentlemen of this Houfe from Hif- 
tory, how all free Countries have been enflavcd by Armies, 
would be taking up of their Time to no Purpofe,and telling 
them what they know better than myfelf 

' I muft own,|Sir, I can fee but one Reafonfor raifing, at 
this prefent Jundure, this additional Number of Troops, 
and that is, to ilrengthen the Hands of the Minifter againft 
the next Eledlions, by giving him the Power of difpofing of 
Commiflions to the Sons, Brothers, Nephews, Coufins, and 
Friends of fuch as have Intereft in Boroughs, into iome of 
whxh, perhaps, Troops may be fcnt to procure the free 
Eleftion of their Members, in Imitation of the late Czarina 
fenciing her Troops into Poland to fecure the free Eledtion 
of a King.- 

' But Hill there is one thing more ^tal than all I have 
yet nimed, that mud be the Confequence of fo great a Body 
of Troops being kept on foot in England, and will be the 
finiihing Stroke to ali our Liberties. For as the Towns in 
Engl.ind will not be ab!e much longer to contain Quarters 
for (hem, moA of tbofe who keep public Houfes being near 
niint'd by So?diers billeted on them ; fo on Pretence of the 
NecefTicy of it, Barracks will be built for quartering them, 
wliich will be as fo many Fortrefles, with llrong Garrifons 
in them, ercdlcd in all Ports of England, which can tend to 
notKing, but by Degrees to iiibdue and enflave the Xing* 
dom. 

'* But if ever this Scheme fhonid be attempted, it will be 
incumbent on e^ftry Englifliman to endeavour to prevent it 
by all Methods J and as it would be the laft Stand that could 
be ever made for our Liberties* rather than fufller it to be 
put in Execution, it would be our Duty to draw oar Swords,, 
and never put them up till our 'Liberties were fecured, and 
t^e'Autliors of* our intended Slavery brought to condign 
f Uniil^mcnt, ' 

•Sir, 
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Sir, In Anfwer to what the Honoufable GeBtleman Afino'ij, 
lendoBed, who faidj there was not only aFoiTibility^ but a 
Probnbilitj' of the French attempting very fgon to invade 
England^ I will not difpute that Point with him, tbo' I do 
jiot believe it» but will, for Argument Sake, grant it to he 
true, and therefore will, on tbatSuppofitionj brgthe Gene- 
ral that fpoke lately, and faid that the raifmg of Troops m 
Regiments woyld be of more Service than by adding a 
Number of Men to each Company of the Regiments aow 
in being, to anfwer me this Quell ion, 

* Whether, if he was a Pritice of a fmatl Territory, 
and knew hewa^ to be attacked by Sooo Men, and was very 
poor, and had very little Money to fparc, he woald noc 
rather chufe for his Defence to raife 10,000 Men, by add* 
ing more M^en to every Company, than only to raife 500b 
in the Method he propofed, fince the 5000, with fo great li 
Number of Officers, would coft as moch as the 10,000 in 
the other way ? But as I am perfuaded, without waiting for 
the Gentleman's Anfwer, that he would chufe the 10,000, 
fo I beg leave to bring it to a Cotnparifon of the prcfent 
Situation of our Ajfatri at Home. 

' England is indebted forty eight MiHIons ; (tho' after 
near thirty Years Peace) there is no one thing left that can 
be taxed, but what hss already a heavy Dtity laid on it, fo 
that with the li^nd Tax, Duties on Salt, leather, Soap, 
Candles, and all other Things, every Freeholder of Eng- 
land pays near 14.^, in the Pouod^ and if the War continues, 
there will be no means lelt for the raifing Money but by the 
way of Lottery, of which People will foon grow tired, and 
the lail Recourfe we can have muft be to mortgage the Sink- 
ing-Fund, which, perhaps j will not anfwer, by rcafon that 
the Produce ihereof, by the Want of our Trade in Time of 
War, will jcome but to little, and iherelbre OEconomy is 
abfolutely neceJTary, and if it is to be determijied that 
Troops muH be raifed, it ought^ at leal^^ 10 be done in thd 
cheapeft manner, 

* In anfwer co what another HonouraWe Gentleman faid, 
who told the Houfe he had been acquainted by a Perfon of 
Rank in the Emperor's Service* that the great Misfortune 
that befel the Einpcror*s Arms during the laft War, was 
found to be their having too many Men in each Company: 
I do not in the Icail doubt bat that he had been told fo, but 
Oiall beg leave to give other Reafons for his having been 
conikntty beat, than thofc that he has mentioned. 

* It is well known, Sirj that there were Faflion« at the 
Court of Vienna as well as at this, and chat there was alfo 

^Ijm Prime-Miniller who had aded jike ours at Home, 
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Anno 13, Geo and tbat he had qaarrelled with the chief and greatefi Men, 
II. 17 gp. and in Contfadidion to the general Voice of the People, 

^y^*)r\J adled in his own defpotic way, and had laid afide the bed 
Generals becaufe they would not be his Took, and em- 
ployed the bad ones, which 1 afcribe in great Part to be the 
late £mperor*s Misfortunes in his lad Wars; and to prove 
what I fay to be true, I appeal to every body's Memory, 
whether the Emperor's Troops, when commanded by Prince 
Engene, did not behave well, tho' at that Time there was 
the fame Number of Men in every Company as in the laft 
War ; fo the Fault mull be, as I iaid at firft, in the Gene- 
rals. 

* Upon the whole, I am againft any Augmentation of 
Troops whatfoever, unlefs I hear better Reafons given, 
^England having already in Pay near 74,000 Men) but 
more particularly by the way of eleven more Regiments ; 
and, I hope, I fhall be forgiven, if during the D«^te I fhall 
take the Liberty of fpeaking a^in ; for I am determined 
to fight. Inch by Inch, every Propofition that tends, as I 
think this does, to the enflaving my Country.' 
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